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Do you ever feel like quitting, throwing in the towel, stomping out the door, lying down for a long nap?

Peter, James and John were ready to quit. They had worked all night. But they brought back empty boats,
empty nets and empty hands. They had no strength, food or even hope. In Brazil (an in numerous parts of the
world) there are many small communities where daily sustenance depends on fishing. When they don't catch
fish, they rely on the solidarity of each other. Jesus identified with those fishermen on the Sea of Galilee, their
difficulty and fatigue, their distress about the lack of results. They had quit. It is not easy to work for nothing,
to see all our efforts being wasted, our projects dispatched to the files, our best ideas thrown in the
wastebasket.

Have you ever got so fed up you quit? Do you have moments now when you wonder whether or not it is
worthwhile to continue? Is there an emptiness creeping around your efforts?

Jesus was sympathetic with the fishermen. But he asked them to let down their nets for another catch. That
proposal must have sounded odd. They were professionals after all and they knew what they were doing. They
had already applied all their expertise, but nothing happened. Peter even argued, "We've been going all night."
But he was humble enough to accept Jesus' proposal. Literally he said: " 'at your word' I will let the nets
down". That was their best decision. Although they had applied their professional knowledge, they didn't have
the radar we have now to know that the fish were at a deeper level of the sea.

Even with all our contemporary technology we can be in the same situation as those fishermen. All that we
know, all our professional capabilities, all our accumulated expertise are not enough to solve our or other
people's problems. We may never catch a fish. But then Jesus stands on the shore of our lives and asks us to
try again. 'To let the nets down' is a metaphor for the times we embrace a second chance -- in relation to
ourselves, the other, a given situation. It is to take the option of trying again, of revisiting a decision, of
investing in a different perspective.

However, to make a second try is not as easy as it may sound. It normally implies hassling with our own
internal processes of making decisions, revisiting our abilities to interpret the reality surrounding us,
recognizing our limits and feeling free enough (or desperate enough) to start again. Sometimes to start again is
the only option we have. And that in itself can be a gift.

The miraculous catch amazed everyone. People's jaws dropped--their boats full of fish, their eyes sparkling
with joy and their mouths laughing. But Peter, was so deeply astonished, that his surprise became emptiness.

Have you ever stood before a situation (or moment) that is so amazingly beautiful that it simply took your
breath away and gave you no choice but to be completely possessed by it? Have you ever been consumed by a
thing so marvelous that you forgot yourself in order to give space to that other thing? There is an emptiness
that results from an encounter with unbearable greatness, unsustainable beauty.

That was the feeling of Peter before Jesus. That was the reaction of the prophet before the Holy in the temple.
All that we are vanishes before the One who is everything. "Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man".
Go away from me for I am not worthy of you.
Go away from me for my lips are unclean.
Go away from me for I can't bear your presence.

Have you ever felt like asking God to go away from you because your shame was so deep and your fear so
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great that you thought you didn't deserve a second chance? Have you ever despaired that you were not worthy
of God's presence in your life?

Many of us have been raised with the understanding that our fundamental condition before God is that of
sinner. Our theologies and liturgies reinforce that perspective. Guilt and shame become the primary way we
relate to others, ourselves, and God. But is this really the way we are to stand before God, the other, and the
whole of life? No.
Our most fundamental condition is that of image of God. We are part of who God is; a part filled with
integrity and grace, strength and joy, a part to which God looks and remains breathless before such a beauty.
Our primary condition is one of being loved.

Sin is a name for our complexities, our difficulties to deal with ourselves and others within the framework of
integrity, dignity and love. Sin is a metaphorical name for our incapacity to see the truth deep inside us and
deal with it. It is all that breaks us and takes from us the energy to mend, to build, to reconnect. Sin is what
impedes us from overcoming our fears, and perhaps even to recognize them. Is this shameful? Not
necessarily. But the lack of shame doesn't exempt us from taking responsibility for who we are, and who we
are becoming; to live as part of the larger human family and respect the boundaries that allow life in
community and in society be enjoyable for all. The lack of shame does not free us to not respond to God's call
to love and to care. Now, love and care are not synonymous with condoning behaviors that bring distress and
distort the life of the community. Love and care sometimes mean being firm, putting limits, and addressing
situations by their real name.

God will not go away from you. Jesus says to Peter: do not be afraid. Although the complexity of life is so
immense that you feel you cannot take it, do not be afraid. Although the truth deep inside you is covered by
mechanisms of self-defense that masks who you really are, do not be afraid. Although Jesus presence
frightens you, do not be afraid.

The grace of Jesus was the irresistible call which the fisherman answered. They left their boats and nets and
walked with Jesus.
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