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Amongst lilies and birds, a world of abundance.
Amongst lilies and birds, our lives lie on God's hands.

I believe these are the messages this morning's texts want to communicate.

The prophet Isaiah evokes the image of God as a mother. The historical context is Israel in exile, or shortly
thereafter, and the people are depicted as "barren" (49:21; see 54:1), that is, unable to bring about their own
future. Only God can make that future possible and the image of God as mother is used to emphasize the
point. The imagery brings about a promise; the promise of God's abundant presence and continuous care for
the people. No captivity or post- traumatic disorder can separate the people from the One who will neither
abandon nor forget them. Is there a more secure place than this? Knowing that the mother-God is ever there
for them? Is ever there for us?

The Gospel is a poem in itself. It challenges us to a take a different perspective in terms of life. It offers us an
alternative approach to it. But the text seems to be unrealistic if we consider the way we live. Do not worry!
Does this sound like something nearly possible?
One of the commentators plays with the possibility that this text would have been written by a single guy
living a carefree life on a sunny beach by the Sea of Galilee.

Do not worry! How is it possible if the news is filled with frightening situations, events and realities! How
does one not worry if people died in Christchurch, in Rio and in Libya this week? How does one not worry if
our car or purse was robbed, our daughter who lives far away is sick or our husband is not finding a new job?
How does one not worry if there are so many uncertainties about the way our children live? How does one not
worry if we feel lonely? We live in an extremely anxious culture. We are supposed to make enough money to
pay for rent or a mortgage, school, clothes, food or whatever else we feel we need. How does one not worry
when we are not capable of doing so? Our present way of living requires so much of us and we normally feel
we are failing if we are not able to respond to the demands of a whole social and economic system that is
based upon the idea of having more, producing more, accomplishing more. Always more and more!

When is the time that we will conceive a way of living that is based on less and less? My oldest brother (who
is now 63) had a very good life for many years. He had a beautiful house, with a big pool, lots of money and
often hosted lots of friendsâ�¦ I never knew exactly what he was worth, but he did have money. In the past
few years his life changed enormously as he experienced Jesus in a way that he had not done before. When I
was there in January he was telling me that he has no money anymore and has to live on the minimum
Brazilian salary. And he was surprisingly positive about it because, he says, "it is possible"! If you cut all
what is not essential, you can live on much less. And you know what else? He was happy.

I am not saying that money is bad. But I am saying, "we cannot serve two masters." Did you notice that
today's passage did not start with the injunction about worry? It starts with an assertion that we cannot serve
two masters - God and money. If we try, Jesus says, we will end up loving one and hating the other. Jesus
doesn't say money is evil, or even bad, it just makes a poor master. The word in Greek is kurios, often
translated "lord." Professor David Lose says, "The lord is the one who demands and deserves your loyalty,
allegiance, and worship." The problem is not money per se; the problem comes when money becomes our god
â�� "that thing, as Luther once observed, which we trust for our every good. Once we believe that money can
satisfy our deepest needs, then we suddenly discover that we never have enough."

So, the question the Gospel brings to us is, to whom do we give power over us? Because you know that a
person or a thing only has power over us when we give it. To whom are you giving power over your life?
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Who or what raises your anxiety?

Considerâ�¦ consider the liliesâ�¦ (Lus takes a flower in her hands) Consider this flower. Who of us is
dressing as beautiful as it? It did not need to do anything to be what it is. It is God's free gift! Consider the
liliesâ�¦ Look at the birdsâ�¦

The alternative Jesus is inviting us to consider is entering into relationship with God, the God who is infinite
and whose love for us and all creation is infinite as well. The alternative is to trust that we depend on God's
care to live and be. David says, "When you live in this kind of relationship of love and trust, you've entered
into the realm of abundance, the world of possibility, the world of contentment. Suddenly, in this world â��
Jesus calls it the "kingdom of God" â�� not worrying actually becomes an option."

This past week you probably had many reasons to be worried. Did you also have reasons to not worry? Did
you hear any news that helped you to "un-stress"? Did you see any image that helped you to relax? Did you
say a word that created the opportunity for someone to be less anxious?

I would like to give a homework assignment to you. For next Sunday, could you bring an image, a photo, a
poem, a text, perhaps a phrase or a gesture that helped you to not worry? Something that is going to happen to
you this week? Would you be intentional in identifying something that makes this morning's Gospel reading
become a reality for you?

Do not worry! The mother-God is ever there for you. Her presence is ever abundant, her care ever continuous.
She holds you in the palms of her hands. Do you believe it? Do you want to believe it?

Please stand, place your hands in this position. As you do so, place in God's hands all you bring within you
this morning, all you carry within you for the week to come. Place yourself in God's hands.

(A moment of silence and we sing Ay ay yo ye...)
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