
February 24, 2008
Third Sunday of Lent

The sermon this day was done within the drama performed by the children of the church school on the
Gospel of John 4:5-42.

A path of stones is built on the platform. One stone for Clarissa by the well and two for Maureen at the center
of the platform.

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman

Drama

Pastor: During this hymn, Children may now go to church school

Children take candle and exit and come right back in through the sacristy door near the end of the hymn.
Pastor looks on in complete amazement as the children pull chairs and make themselves comfortable while the
teacher sets up the black board.

Pastor: Excuse me what is going on here? We are in the middle of the worship. Church school is up there

Child 1: Pastor we are tired of walking up three floors to get to church school and walk three floors down
again and then wait and wait and wait till the prayers are over and then come in exactly at the peace.

Child 2: Yes pastor so today we have decided we are not climbing or going anywhere we are going to do
church school here itself.

Pastor: So what do we do about the worship then if you are going to stay here.

Child 3: the way I see it pastor you have 2 options. Number one- All of you can climb three floors and have
church thereâ�¦.so you will understand what we go through EVERY SINGLE SUNDAY. Or Option Number
2 you can join us in our church school lesson. The choice is yours.

Pastor looks at congregation helplessly and asks slowly pointing at the seated children.
Pastor: What do we do? this is strange.

Small child: Shhhhh ! Pastor don't talk, come sit. We are going to start prayers

Teacher looks at pastor helplessly

Teacher: Ok children lets hold hands and bow our heads in prayerâ�¦ you all know the routine I start the
prayer and then we go around thanking God for something

Pastor takes childs hand and joins the circle as children hold hands and sit

Children loudly thank God for somethingâ�¦Pastor when it is her turn doesn't say anything

Child: Pastor it is your turn, thank God for something

Pastor: Thank you God forâ�¦..
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Teacher ends prayer all children loudly say AMEN

Teacher: Ok children the focus of todays class is going to be "the woman at the well"
How many of you know the story?

One or two children put their hand up

Teacher: Ok those who know the story can help me along while the rest of you can learn about it ok

Children: OK

Teacher: Long long long ago, this story is over two thousand years old. It was a very very very hot dayâ�¦.and
Jesus was traveling with his disciples from Judea to Galileeâ�¦this was a very long distance awayâ�¦.they
walked and they walked and somewhere along the way around a place called Samaria, Jesus got tired and
exhausted.

Child raises her hand

Teacher: Yesâ�¦ you have a question

Child: But Jesus was the son of Godâ�¦how could he get tired ?

Teacher: Very good question, Jesus was God's gift of love to us and he was sent to us in HUMAN form which
meant he was like you and me. Imagine walking and walking for a whole in the heatâ�¦.we'd get tired
wouldn't we, so like us Jesus got tired.

Child: That makes sense. Then what happened?

Teacher: well here's what happened

Well brought into place. Jesus and disciples talking

Jesus: I am exhausted how much farther till we get food and drink
Andrew: Not here my Lord we cannot stop by any of these townsâ�¦we will become unclean. These
Samaritans are so dirty
Peter: Jesus the nearest town is half an hour away.Why don't you rest here we will be back quickly
John: Yes Peter is right,don't worry You please rest here.
Jesus's disciples make him sit by the well.
Child: Excuse me teacher, Who are these people and why does the disciple say they are dirty. DON'T THEY
EVER HAVE A SHOWER.
Pastor: maybe I can answer that question. The Samaritans were considered unclean by the Jews not because
they didn't take a shower, but because the Jews believed they were the chosen people of God. And those who
were not part of the people of God were not "clean". This might sound strange. But there were other things
that were strange. For instance, guys would never talk to girls on the streets, at the church, at the shoppingâ�¦
Some guys would even close their eyes every time they saw a girlâ�¦. This is very different from us, isn't it?
Isaac, you are friends with girls, aren't you? Do you speak with them? and Daniel; Henry (5), Paul (3 Â½) and
Martha, Jack (8 years), Tommy (6 years), and Claire (4 years), Ella. Angus, Jasmine. Kirayanni. Hey Hey.
Lets continue with the story.
Only one woman comes slowly to draw water in the hot sun.
She starts drawing water.
Jesus: Hi there
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Woman ignores him.
Jesus: Er Hello
No response from the woman
Jesus: Hey lady could I have a drink of water please, I am very thirsty
Woman looks up shocked
Looks around then looks back at Jesus
Woman: Are you talking to me?
Jesus: YES â�¦..I am talking to youâ�¦..how many women do u see around hereâ�¦No One â�¦NADAâ�¦yep
Im talking to you
Woman: You are a Jewâ�¦you cant talk to me I am a Samaritan and even worse I am a WOMAN..How can
you ask me for a drink?
Jesus: If you only knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and
he would have given you living water.
Woman:EXCUSE ME Sir,you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living
water?
Jesus: Well this water â�¦.Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I
give him will never thirst. The water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal
life.
Jesus starts song and others join in

Song
I've got a river of life flowing out of me
Makes the lame to walk and the blind to see
Opens prisons doors sets the captives free
Ive got a river of life flowing out of me
Spring up O well within my soul
Spring up O well and make me whole
Spring up O well and give to me that life eternally
Woman joins in chorusâ�¦second time
Woman:Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water. This is
so tiring
Jesus: Well sure, Go, call your husband and come back.
Woman: Err..(Woman looks ashamed) I have no husband,
Jesus:You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man
you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.
Woman: Sir,I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that
the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.
Jesus:Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. A time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in
spirit and in truth.
Woman:I know that Messiah (called Christ)is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.
Jesus:I who speak to you am he.
Woman: Excited falls at his feet and bows down
Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman.
Peter: Is Jesus quite alright, Is that a woman he is talking to
James: What is going on there is no worse thing than talking to a WOMAN
The woman sees them. Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people,
Woman: "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?"
They came out of the town and made their way toward him.
Disciple:Rabbi, eat something.
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Jesus:I have food to eat that you know nothing about.
The disciples said to each other, "Could someone have brought him food?"
Jesus:My food, is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.
Teacher: Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told
me everything I ever did." So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he
stayed two days. And because of his words many more became believers.
They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world."

Song:

There are millions in this world who are thirsting
For things that do not satisfy
But when I lift my eyes to heaven
I have a spring that never runs dry

Fill my cup lord
I lift it up lord
Come and quench the thirsting of my soul
Bread of heaven feed me till I want no more
Fill my cup
Oh fill it up and make me whole.

Pastor: Children, isn't this a wonderful story. So what have you understood from this story?

Julia: Pastor, what does this story has to do with stepping stones?

Lus:
There are stories that are so beautiful, and so important, and so full of meaning, that they are like stepping
stones. They don't let us fall or sink. They help us in difficult moments of life. When we are sad, they help us
to find joy again. When we are crying, they help us to smile again. When we feel lonely, they help us
remember there is somebody always close to us. And this story of the Samaritan woman is one of those
stories.
Jesus says a very important thing in this story. He says he is the living water and "those who drink from the
water he gives them will never be thirsty again".
Have you ever been very very thirsty? What did you do? Water is the best thing to quench our thirst. And it is
very good for our body. We need to drink lots of water every day. Jesus said that he is like the water we drink
that quenches our thirst. What he says, the way he behaves and the way he shows God to us is like a spring of
water within us welling up for eternal life, it means forever. Have you ever seen a spring of water? The water
comes out of the ground without stopping. The ones I saw were small; only a little quantity of water came out
of them. But even when small, some became big rivers.
So through Jesus, God is that spring of water within us welling up forever.
Now, do you remember the sign I taught you some time ago, when you put your hands in the water and made
the sign of the cross? Three fingers, then forehead, belly, left shoulder, right shoulder.
Please, raise and gather here, close to Terry.
Are you seeing this path of stepping stones?
When I say, you will walk on the stones, one by one, slowly, and when you get to the fountain you will touch
the water and make the sign of the cross. While you make the sign of the cross you are invited to say: Jesus is
the living water. Let us practice: Jesus is the leaving water.
After three or four children have done the gesture we may start singing the hymn.
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Please, one of the teachers come and stay by the fount in order to help.

Amen
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