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Good morning. This morning is the last Sunday in Epiphany. An epiphany is an appearance or manifestation
of something. For the Church it is the appearance of the Messiah, the Christ. In the tradition of the Church the
Great Epiphany begins with the recognition of Jesus by the Magi from the East to the time of the baptism of
Jesus. The little or second Epiphany refers to what we celebrate today: Transfiguration Sunday. During the
liturgy today our thoughts may begin to turn toward Lent.

The Gospel according to Mark, tells us in the first Chapter that, "â�¦a voice, the Spirit of God, came from
heaven (saying) You are my beloved Son with you I am well pleased." Then the Spirit drove Jesus into the
wilderness. After the arrest of John the Baptist Jesus returned to Galilee and said, "The time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God (or we might say the reign or rule of God) is at hand: repent, and believe in the Gospel."
Repentance in Greek means metamorphosis. Its means turn around, change, be transformed, and be
transfigured. Jesus calls for the people around him to be transformed in outlook and behavior and believe in
the Gospel.

In the ninth Chapter of Mark, after Jesus is transfigured before the eyes of the three disciples. Moses and
Elijah appear and talk with Jesus. Then the Spirit comes, saying, "This is my beloved Son." Only this time the
Spirit of God adds, "â�¦listen to him." Peter, James and John witness the metamorphosis of Jesus and see him
talking with Moses and Elijah. But, what did it mean to them and to Jesus according to Mark? What does it
mean for us in our time?

One of the signature's of Mark is found in the stories of Jesus coming into people's homes. Many of you have
heard the word oikos. It is a Greek word meaning house, household or even whole inhabited world. The
inhabitants of the house or the world are the oikomene. The ways we manage the household are called the
oikonome. Our sense of love, learning, growing, sharing and providing begin in our home. Our sense of the
Spirit of God may well have been nurtured at home. For most of us our earliest experiences of love were
found at home. For many of us our first understandings of faith came from our mothers in our childhood
home. Many of us first heard about Jesus at home. As we matured we developed the ability to respond to the
needs of the rest of the family and the very house in which we live. Our sense of authority, rules, right and
wrong, joy, self esteem almost always began at home. Our first sense of economy, a word derived from oikos,
of money, of things desired and things to consume probably happened at home. Many of us first experienced a
sense of mercy and fairness at home often with siblings. Our sense of no mercy and no fairness may also have
begun in relation to our siblings. For some of us Christ was always there. Our sense of spirituality was
probably shaped in our youth, at home. At some point our world was turned upside down. How we got
through it is very much related to what we experienced at home.

For Mark, writing in Greek, home, household and world all had the same root, oikos. It was a common
understanding in Hellenist culture that when the oikumene are estranged from the oikunome then there is
division in the household or in the world. When the people of the household are no longer engaged in or in
charge of the rules for the common management of the house or their lives, then division or injustice might
develop. Normally, the rules of the house were based on a division of labor that produced the common good
in which all members of the household benefited from their labor. However, when the management of the
house and the labor to maintain and replenish the house was done by slaves under a patriarchal system then
some members of the household did not benefit and there was a division among the householders.

We are experiencing our own variation of this reality. The global economy is in meltdown. Our sense of
loving and living, our sense of the Spirit, of mercy and of caring are in turmoil. The crisis we find ourselves in
is a crisis that began with the mismanagement of loans and credits to pay for the oikos. Now we are actually
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or potentially in a crisis that breeds fear, insecurity and doubts about many aspects of our lives.

In Chapter 8 of Mark we learn that Jesus went with three of his disciples to the villages of Caesare'a Philipi
and Jesus asked them, "Who do people say that I am?" So there they are in front of a city built by a Herodian
King, Herod's son Philip, a member of a Jewish dynasty that works for the Romans, who built a city with poor
people's taxes, with their confiscated land and dedicated it to Caesar who also taxes them directly and destroys
their lives. In this context Jesus wants to know who people think he is. Some think he is Elijah or Moses
returned. This could well imply the return of the Law and the Prophets that will bring an end to Herod's
dynasty and the Roman occupation. Peter says, You are the Messiah (Christ). Probably meaning the one who
comes in glory and triumph to save the people from the House of Herod and from the Romans and give people
back their economy, their life, their faith. Jesus responds to Peter that the Son of humans must suffer and be
rebuked by the chief priests and scribes (who serve the Romans). The son of humans must die then rise after
the third day. Peter protests and Jesus rebukes Peter's concept of Messiah. In this context it will not be the
return of Elijah or Moses or a Persian King who will be the Messiah. For Jesus it is the reign of God that
comes with power that will fulfill the messianic hopes. The end of chapter 8 quotes Jesus saying that the reign
of God is coming soon.

In Chapter nine, our text today, the time frame changes from the chronological time of chapter 8 to Kairos
time. Kairos time is measured in events of great import not minutes. These events are grounded in epiphany
and metamorphosis, events that change the people and their world. Look at the events at CERN. Do you see
what they are doing in minutes and hours or are they creating on of the great events of the century that
changes everything?

On an unnamed mountain, Peter, James and John stood with Jesus. The disciples continued to try to
understand who Jesus was. Their frame of reference is no longer prescribed by Moses and Elijah. Now it
includes Jesus. The Spirit of God, the voice coming out of the cloud, calls them to listen to what Jesus, God's
beloved Son, has said. The disciples begin to understand that it is through Jesus that the reign of God will
come in power and save them, liberate them and transform their lives. Elijah has already returned. The reign
of God in power is at hand, in their hearts and in their homes.

The three disciples begin to see that Jesus, their teacher, is the Messiah of their faith. The Christ of their faith
is revealed in a time of kairos on a holy mountain. Jesus has put the reign of God, the kingdom of God, the
rule of God into the hands of the disciples. The power of God is present. Yet, before this power is realized in
its fullness Jesus will suffer, be rejected by elders and chief priests, those who serve Rome, and be killed and
after three days arise. God has said, Listen to him. They walk down the mountain together. As they reflect on
the transfiguration of Jesus, they began to realize that they themselves had been transformed.

We have received the invitation and assurance that we have entered the reign of God in our baptism. Yet,
actualizing this reality day to day is always a challenge. It is not easy. We yearn for a spirituality that will
sustain us now. These are especially difficult times for each of us. There is continuing global economic
meltdown. Our banks have failed us. We may be losing our jobs, our homes, our sense self esteem. Our future
is not secure. Can we believe in the institutions that support us? Can we believe in ourselves? What do we do?
Where is our Messiah, our Christ?

Perhaps now is the time to look inside our hearts, our minds, our spirits and listen. What needs to be
transformed inside us, in our home, in our workplace, in the world? Perhaps we have become estranged from
our household, from that which gives us life.

Perhaps our institutions, those we trust and work for need a transformation. For at this time all of us and many
our institutions are contributing, often through no intention or desire of our own, to that which harms us, our
homes, our neighbors and indeed even the biosphere that God has provided for all people on earth. Perhaps it
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is time to think again about the source of sustaining energy that gives us life in its fullness. I am sure that it is
not oil. God has given us an oikonome to live by. It is called the reign of God. It makes demands on all
aspects of our lives 24 hours each day. It gives us life and love grounded in our being, not in what we possess
or accomplish or what status we think we have achieved. It calls us to serve others; to be sure that all in the
household have provisions for the day, to be sure that there is room in the boat for each and every one of us.
None should drown because some people needed more oil or more economic security through military means
or more room in the boat. The reign of God is grounded in a life of loving each other, showing mercy to each
other and doing justice in our world. This is our calling in Jesus Christ. We are a people of God in the midst of
all of God's people. We are persons ready to be transfigured, transformed, turned upside down by the grace of
God to become sons and daughters of God, living in the brightness and glory of the power of the reign of God.
The glory and brightness of Easter is before us even as we prepare for Lent. It is,
"Brightness exceeding,
exceeding our expectations of ourselves
exceeding the dreams we have for our world
exceeding the goodness we consider possible." Will the congregation say Amen? Amen
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