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As we start our journey through lent this evening, we are invited to reflect upon the theme of Covenant. The
bible readings for this lent speak about several covenants: God's covenant with the whole of creation through
Noah, the covenant with Abraham and Sarah, the covenant through the Law at the Sinai, the covenant of love,
when we read the ten commandments and the Gospel speaking of the body of Christ as a temple, the covenant
that is written in the hearts (Jeremiah 31) and the covenant through Christ's passion. Covenants are established
between two parts; it takes two to make a covenant to be effective.

Covenants require commitment, responsibility. There are consequences for those breaking the covenant.

How do we live out the covenant God made with us?

The Gospel reading this evening gives us the first clues. It calls us to a life that gives value to the heart over
against appearances, authenticity over against that which is fake, truth over against playing a role and silence
over against showing off.

Jesus addresses the issue of how to execute justice. Dikaiosyne is the original word from which piety is
translated and it means justice. This justice, this piety comes through practical attitudes in relation to others
(when speaking about alms), in relation to God (when speaking about prayer) and in relation to oneself (when
speaking about fasting). Jesus doesn't deny the value of these practices, but he shows how they have to be
done in order to be authentic.

To give alms is to share. It has to be a compassionate sign that searches for justice and at the same time
questions the drive to possess, the selfish desire to have. But to give alms in order to be seen is to be at the
service of oneself. Then, our giving is a fake.

By praying we turn to God recognizing that God is God and we are God's creatures. To pray is to give up our
self-sufficiency and undress ourselves completely before the One we trust to have gentle eyes to see us as we
are. To pray is to say our own words and to show our own face. Not like the hypocrites. Hypocrites comes
from the Greek word hypocrites and means actor. In the silence of our room, we say the words born in the
deep silence of our being, not somebody else's words but our own. Well, perhaps it is somebody else's words,
but in order to become ours, they have to come from deep inside us. And God who has ears to listen to our
silence, will hold them and us.

By fasting we deprive ourselves of immediate needs in order to bring new and different perspectives to our
daily lives. To fast is to enter a re-educational process of our practices and necessities. Are we dominated by
the need or desire of buying something new every day or every week? Do we really need those things? Do
you eat or talk or read compulsively? To fast is a way of exercising control over what controls us. But it is
also a way of controlling what consumes us. It is a way of affirming that we can give up. What are we going
to give up this lent?

In a world where people live for the sake of appearances, Jesus exhorts us to be faithful to what our heart says.
Let us not disguise the truth! Let us not be controlled by any type of force that displaces God from the center
of our lives.

For where our treasure is, there will our heart be also. But this night, marked by the sign of our mortality and
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the sign of our hope, where our heart is, being reminded of old covenants and searching for new ones, there
we will find the treasure of God's presence. There we will find a repentance that is real, and a humility which
makes room for God. There we will know in secret and together the wondrous love of God.
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