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Will this vision transform us?

The Old Testament text speaks about the experience that transformed Elisha. It describes the tension between
him and Elijah because of the inevitable separation that is about to happen. Elisha will replace Elijah, but that
is not an easy process. Elisha is anxious and already hurting. And Elijah wants to be alone. Elisha does not
allow that to happen. Elisha follows Elijah to his final visit to the prophetic communities at Bethel, Jericho,
and the Jordan (verses 2-6). They cross the river together and re-enter the wilderness. This crossing of the
Jordan is the reverse of the crossing by the Israelites under Joshua. They do it so that Elisha enters the land
from the wilderness, which symbolizes the beginning of a new period in the history of the northern kingdom.
Then Elijah asks, "what may I do for you, before I am taken from you?" He knows they will not see each
other any more. This question is filled with care and love. "What I may do for you, before I am taken from
you?" How many times have you asked this question recently? What may I do for you?

Elisha asks for the double share of Elijah' spirit. Elisha is not trying to surpass his master, but to receive the
double portion which, according to the Hebrew law (Deut. 12:17), is the share of the eldest son. Elisha wanted
to be recognized and equipped as the true successor of Elijah. Elisha is not asking for more spirit than Elijah
had, but for a fraction of what he had. The request is difficult; only God can give what he was asking for. And
he got it! But only after going through the experience of separation; only after seeing the glory (or the
weirdness) of a chariot of fire and horses of fire and a whirlwind in which Elijah disappears. Elijah is the only
biblical character of whom it is said that he 'ascended to heaven in a storm' (verses 1 and 11). Scholar Dan
Nelson comments that "By utilizing this image, the prophet's followers invested him with the quality of
eternal life." The story continues with Elisha assuming the mantel of Elijah, striking the Jordan river with it to
divide it, crossing it back into Israel, and reluctantly permitting the prophets of Jericho to search for Elijah
because they thought that "the spirit of the Lord has caught him up and thrown him down on some mountain
or into some valley" (2 Kings 2:16). And according to Malachi 3:23, God promised to send the prophet Elijah
before the day of Yahweh comes.
That vision transformed Elisha.

In the Gospel story, the disciples are also transformed by what they saw. On that mountain, the unexpected
takes place: Moses, Elijah, and Jesus gather, surrounded by light; a dazzling light. And Jesus' clothes become
dazzling white, "such as no one on earth could bleach them". When Luke Smetters was doing his internship at
the World Council of Churches in 2006, he preached in our church on the Transfiguration Sunday and said,
"Well, I think that God is perhaps the world's best launderer."

The emphasis that the story gives to the dazzling glow of Jesus, Moses, and Elijah, calls us to pay attention to
glory. The best example of a dazzling face transformed by being in the presence of God is that of Moses
(Exodus 34:2, 29-35). After Moses' conversation with God about the future life of the people, he descends
from the mountain shinning with the light of God's glory, and he must cover his face to not frighten the
people. There are certain similarities to Jesus as he seeks to form a new people of God, climbs a mountain,
and talks with God. In the book of Daniel the "Son of Man" is also dazzling white. The mysterious messianic
figure, who will bring about God's will and justice, is a supernaturally stunning figure (Daniel 7:9-14). As
Jesus is transfigured, Peter, James, John and Mark catche a glimpse of his reality as the Son of Man, God's
chosen messenger of God's realm.

The story of transfiguration, as in the story of Elijah and Elisha, is filled with symbols. Moses and Elijah
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represent the Law and the prophets; Jesus is the Beloved son. The cloud represents God's presence; the voice
is the same voice heard at the baptism of Jesus. In these three figures, in the cloud and the voice, the story of
faith is condensed and complete.

The Greek word for "transfigured" is metamorpheo from which comes our word "metamorphosis."
Transformation, change, alteration, transmutation â�� are all synonymous with metamorphosis. Will this
vision transform us? Have you had any other vision that is transforming you? Do you have a vision?

This weekend, in many places, carnival is being celebrated. As you know, this date is very important for
Brazilians. And this date is very important for me, for I love carnival.

I do have a vision! I see millions of people dancing on the streets, enjoying themselves, enjoying being with
their friends, laughing, singing, playing, stepping on each other's feet, (and of course many other things
happen), but the most important part of this event is the feast. Have you seen how people's faces are
transformed when they are happy, laughing, singing? Have you seen how people's face shine when there is
enough joy to share? Has your face shone recently? Is your face going to shine right here, right now? Can you
give me a smile? Can you give your neighbor a smile?

This is transfiguration Sunday. God wants us to be transfigured also, God wants us to be infused by light; the
light that comes from being in God's presence, the shinny dazzling light that brings astonishment to our eyes
and laughs to our mouths.

Will this vision transform us?
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