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To be very honest this morning, I have never been either a lectionary or a manuscript preacher. My formative
years in my ministry were spent with scholar-pastors of the African American tradition who spoke or
preached from the over-flow. Expository was the norm.

This is not to say that they made the sermon up as they want along, but rather they prided themselves of being
in tune with life beyond the walls of their respective parishes that Sunday Sermons proved to be:

The BBC for those without access to Sky-Channel or cable
Facebook, My Space, and Linked-in for those without access to a computer /wi-fi
The Economist for those who were not fortunate enough to know John & Nyambura

The pulpit became the Global nerve center for those in need of a Plan in respect to their context that seems to
be eroding under their very feet.

Anybody here ever feel that way? And so today I want to offer more than a homily of the lectionary texts
whose content I am not sure aligns with the context for the lives of those whom I am looking at this
morningâ�¦.

Thus, let us begin a conversation. In this conversation I am going to say something's and if you agree just say
AMEN. Amen is Hebrew for it is so. In saying Amen we will launch into a conversation that is not only
rooted in the call and response of my ancestors, it will also provide you space for commentary.

It will almost be like oratorical Tennis, I will serve up words of what I pray will be intimacy, information, and
inspiration and if you agree just say AMEN. Indeed, if my sermon gets good to meâ�¦I might even ask you to
help me!
Let us review today's subjectâ�¦Precepts for a divine stimulus package

Why is it that this subject in relationship to Jacob @ this time?
For unlike the lepers discussed in II Kings 5 or Mark 1, Jacob like most us today come from fairly decent
situation (amen).

Even if are portfolios have taken a hit, the fact remains that we still had and have portfolios. (Amen) That
much more than the current crisis in the global economic marketsâ�¦ the world has shifted.

The world has shifted and many of us (with our portfolios, degrees, nice houses, and vacation villas) have
grown weary to making it up as we go along and we seeking answers to situations of which we are unsure of
what the questions are. (Amen) let me say that again
Hence, why this morning reading from the Book of Corinthian speaks with such intensity to the very core of
our existence. Yes, we here would not see ourselves as lepers, but we routinely have felt like well-trained
boxers who are missing the mark. Missing the mark with our children and our spouses. Missing the mark with
our jobs and relatives. And when you add in the weight of potentially generational economic slide in a market
system that is forever integratedâ�¦you have the makings of an international crisis in confidence

David Brooks, the insightful columnist of the NYT, said it his Friday Article entitled THE WORST CASE
SCENARIOâ�¦.
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The crisis was labeled an economic crisis, but it was really a psychological crisis. It was caused by a mood of
fear and uncertainty, which led consumers to not spend, bankers to not lend and entrepreneurs to not risk. No
amount of federal spending could change this psychology because uncertainty about the future remained
acute.

The Lead Story in this week's Economist in their article entitled The Obama Rescue offered these words in
relationship to the current fiscal crisisâ�¦

How serious is this setback? One interpretation is the Mr. Obama's crew mismanaged expectationsâ��that
they promised a plan and came up with a concept. If so, that is a big mistake. Managing expectations is a part
of building confidence and when so much about these rescues is superhumanly complex, it is unforgivable to
bungle the easy bit.
And so my divine assignment this morning is to assist is (through the lens of this very familiar Old Testament
Story) to not bungle the easy bit. It is to offer up a story in which you are (or should be) well familiar with and
allow that story to render a stimulus plan for the crisis in our confidence.

Indeed, my assignment is not render a theological concept to provide you with cryptic SIGNS OF THE TIME,
but to provide you a stimulus plan that in no uncertain terms that even in the midst of a crisis that has shifted
the ground under your feet and oft times leaves you like a well-trained fighter swinging at air thatâ�¦

THERE IS VIRTUE IN REAL SOLITUDE (AMEN)
THERE IS VALUE IN SPRITIUAL COMMUNICATION (AMEN)
THERE IS VISION IN DIVINE SURRENDER (AMEN)

ANDâ�¦. ABOVE ALL ELSEâ�¦GOD LOVES YOU

For in the Old Testament we find a real person dealing with real issues. A real person who sets to contend
with their issues by running from them. A real person forced to confront a legitimate crisis in their confidence.
People in many ways just like you. A person in even more instances just likes me.

Yet, in Genesis 32 we find Jacob. Son of Isaac. Grandson of Abraham. Brother of Esau. Baby boy of Rachel.
We find Jacob on the run.
Anybody here ever been on the run from yourself?

TELL THE STORY
Anyone here this morning ever been on the run from yourself before?

Running b/c you know your life is to make meaning and not just $
Running b/c you refuse to embrace solitude as valuable
Running b/c you refuse to embrace REAL prayer as virtuous
Running b/c you refuse to embrace spiritual surrender as visionary?
Running.

Yet, today I would submit for all of us to stop running from our potential, our power, and our promise and see
ourselves in the story. See the Jacob inside of you. For when we immerse ourselves in the story we unleash
our innate ability to:

Peal away pretension & phoniness Unmask insensitivity & insecurity
Discard languishing & lusting andâ�¦ BE HUMAN OR as Biblical Icon

Walter Bruggeman, That the reading of the Bible, in all of its truthfulness, is now urgent because our society
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is sore tempted to reduce the human project to commodity, to the making of money, The threat is technique,
whether ten ways to wealth or six ways to sex or whatever. Technique, in all its military modes and
derivatively in every other mode, is aimed at control, the fencing out of death, the fencing out of gift, and
eventually the fencing out of humanness.

We must stop running like Jacob in verses 23-24 & finally own up to the value of solitude in an our attempt to
be human again.

Reading of verses 23-24: There is Virtue In Solitude (AMEN)

Many of us are incapable of really being with ourselves. For fear of boredom many of us have over-stimulated
both our children and our grandchildren till the point in which they have no idea what it means to sit or be
still. As we have confused loneliness with SOLITUDE

Remember the dial phone? /Remember TV before Cable (Analogies)
And in all of this relentless pursuit of consumption or activity we have whittled down on our humanity to
appointments and meetings about meetingsâ�¦. Yet, solitude transcends momentary loneliness by making a
determined step to renew us for what lies ahead (like Jacob)
Solitude provides opportunity for your soul to breathe/heart 2 heals.

For the fruit of solitude is increased sensitivity & compassion for others. There comes a new freed to be with
people. There is a new attentiveness to their desires, their disappointments, and their dreams.

That in our overcoming our natural fear of being of being alone and embracing solitude like Jacob we permit
ourselves the opportunity to get back in touch with our true selves.

Or paraphrasing Bonheoffer in Life Together Solitude prevents us from plunging into the world void of any
real words or true feelings.

Yet, not only is there real virtue to be found in solitude, but there is also even more VALUE to be found in
Spiritual Communication. Read verses 25-26. There is VALUE in Spiritual Communication.
(AMEN)

Let us digress momentarily from the Sermon and now move to African American Worship 2.0. It is at 2.0 that
we move beyond talking back at the preacher and begin to talk each other. No. I am not asking to be ignored,
but rather I am asking for even more intense participation. For it is here where branch out of the affirmation of
the rhetorical devises of preacher and affirm then to each other.

What does this mean? It means that when I confirm a point biblically we will turn to each other and respond
in a language that makes sense to us all. So when I say that is VALUE in Spiritual Communicationâ�¦ what I
really affirm is that PRAYER changes things. (AMEN)â�¦just checking to see if we had not forgotten

Prayer Changes Things. Now turn to your leftâ�¦. Turn to your right.

The Protestant post-modern church gives little concerted time to the cultivation of spiritual disciplines. We
treat them like old relics.
We dismiss things like prayer as an empty ritual of a bygone era that has little or no effect on current
situations. We mimic those other church groups as being otherworldly and esoteric because they choose to
expend so much energy cultivation their soul.

All the while our mainline protestant churches the world over our hemorrhaging a mission, money, and
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members as those "holy rollers" explode at the scene.

Of course, there are cultural & sociological implications to their growth, but that does not diminish that
PRAYER Changes things!
Hear the words of Martin Luther himself as he depicts his utter devotion:

No one can believe how powerful prayer is and what it can effect, except those who have learned it by
experience. It is important when we have a need to go to God in prayer. I know, whenever I have prayed
earnestly, that I have been heard and have obtained more than I prayed for. God sometimes delays, hut He
always comes.

My grandmother who never know Luther would say that He may not come when you want Him, but he is
always on time (AMEN)

And in 2009 all of us here much like Jacob and Luther must wrestle with the notion of hearing from God. That
real spiritual communication is not an instantaneous or ordeal, but we must be as commit ourselves to it if we
seek as stimulus to our confidence. That like our blackberries, I-phones, I-pods, and yes-nightly glass of wine
that the praxis must be central to our spiritual existence.
Reading of verses 25-26 again. The Hebrew translation denotes that the entity in which Jacob was wrestling
with got dirty with Jacob and Jacob was at the same time hell-bent on being blessed. Not either or.
It was both and. is that not encouraging? Is that not great news?

That there is indeed something special in store for all of us who are determined to see things through &
willing to get a little dirty. (Amen)

That God in Christ Jesus loves us all enough that when our confidence has been shaken by the overwhelming
guilt of our sins that God will meet us in the middle of the dirt if we hang in there

That God loves us so that if we are willing but to wrestle and fight and to demonstrate enough courage that
restoration is possible.
Yes, we may indeed lose friends, and redefine our workspaces. Yes, may have to prune our ambitions and
curtail our inconsequential excessess to a more reasoned understanding of needs & wants.

Yetâ�¦.
If you can stop running from your potential, power, and promise
If you can find the courage to sequester yourself in solitude.
If you are willing to talk to God
If you are willing to wrestle for that which you believe is yoursâ�¦

Yes, IT WILL BE PAINFUL but there is something in store.

Yet, not only is there real VIRTUE to be found in solitude, and even more VALUE to be found in spiritual
communication, but also ultimately there is VISION IN THE ART OF DIVINE SURRENDER. (AMEN)
Read verses 28-30.

There is VISION THE ARE OF DIVINE SURRENDER.
What is vision embedded in divine surrender? And why is it an art?

The vision that is embedded includes the notion of living your life for someone else. It is an art because you
must release control in order to do so. (Let me say that again)
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What does that mean in plain talk? That before me this morning I am surrounded by a myriad assortment of
successful type A personalities from around the world present company included. Type A personalities whose
success in large part (we believe) has a lot to do with our ability to CONTROL any number of situations at
once.

Butâ�¦ the ground is now shifting and we must all give in.
Notice I did not say give upâ�¦. Rather, I said give in.

For when you review the text Jacob did not cease in his quest for his authentic self, but he was blessed
because he allowed God to both name him and take control of his life.

Here is a question for all of us type A personalitiesâ�¦who has control of our lives?

Are yet ready to give in to God and love those whom do not like?
Are yet ready to give in and provide counsel when do not agree?
Are yet ready to give in and follow when we are not ye in charge?

These notions and countless others are the one's which beckon all if us on the cusp of our regaining our
confidence. Will we surrender our fastidiously created reputations and while broken publicly allow God to
change our name.

Or you still in need of a stimulus package this morning?
Are you ready to stop running? (It is time to give in)
Are you ready to spend time in solitude? (It is time to give in)
Read to have a dirty conversation with God? (It is time to give in)
Ready to be broken & have your name change. (It is time to give in)

Jeffery Sachs in Common Wealth (Economics for a Crowded Planet)
Statesâ�¦
We are not only the subjects of history, carried along by blind forces, but also the agents of history. Our
intention helps determine whether the world converges to share goals or breaks apart into war and distrust.
The chances for success will depend on the extent in which each of us, in our many roles become a positive
force for change. The energy and daring is to resist the noes, until the final YES has been achieved. Yes
toâ�¦..
And Todayâ�¦ If you cannot offer a YES. AN AMEN WILL Suffice!
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