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"If our eyes see with love what it is not, it has to be", wrote Father Antonio Vieira.

Dark matter, religion and love, are they related? Is there a connection between what our scientists are studying
and trying to learn about the universe and our faith? Is there a correlation between the macro cosmos, micro
cosmos (perhaps nano cosmos) and what we believe? Is the tender mercy of God linked to dark matter? Why
are some of us breaking our heads to pull these things together?

First of all, we would not be who we are if we didn't break our heads trying to pull together what doesn't seem
to belong together. (It is supposed to be funny!!). Second, we would not be responding to God's call to search
for new expressions of truth if we remain attached to old understandings, if we don't allow ourselves to be
challenged (or inspired) by the new findings and wisdoms (even uncertainties) of our time. Third, we would
be denying God if we remain static. God is not static. God is dynamic. God is what makes everything be what
it is and every person be who they are. Therefore, everything that exists is an expression of who God is, every
movement is a response to the One who moves within cells, protons, genomes, the whole of the universe and
the whole of existence.

Within this perspective can we risk to say that dark matter is an expression of God and her movement in the
universe? It is an important expression, if we consider that dark matter encompasses about a quarter of the
mass of the universe while ordinary matter encompasses about 5%; the rest is dark energy, almost
three-fourths. Hey guys, does that mean that what is visible corresponds to only about 5% of the mass of the
universe? Wow, we are really in the dark.

According to my sources, "dark matter is hypothetical matter that is undetectable by its emitted radiation, but
whose presence can be inferred from gravitational effects on visible matter." I understand that dark matter
cannot exactly be seen but we suppose its existence because of its gravitational effects on visible matter. That
means it pulls things even if it in itself is not visible.

(If they say it is visible, the phrase above becomes: It pulls things.)

When we were preparing this worship, we were trying to find an image to transform the idea of dark matter
into liturgical language. It's hard to find an image for something you can't see. But we found a movement, 'to
pull'. Therefore we are inviting you 'to pull' or to 'be pulled' towards words, people, elements visible and
invisible during this worship.

How do we respond to the 'pull' of love impregnating life? How are we moved by the 'pull' of compassion
printed in the universe? What pulls you even if you can't see it? What forces drive you? Would you give it a
name, even if you cannot identify it?

Sometimes the invisible pull is a wish that drives us towards a decision we didn't want to take. Sometimes it is
a doubt that guides us to meaningful resolutions. Sometimes the invisible pull is God, even if that is not the
name we give it. During what moments in your life did you feel God's force on the directions you were
taking? What force does God exert on you now?

As Jeff says, the matter we cannot see, matters. Visible and invisible forces of the universe are but an
expression of God's love and presence in the world God created. Visible and invisible forces within us are the
continuous movement of God's mercy transforming us into the people God wants us to become, giving us
eyes to see the dawn after the night, the Star of promise after fear, a bright light after shades of anxiousness.
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Visible and invisible forces within us are the ever-affectionate presence that gives us eyes to see with love
what it is not. And affirming, 'it has to be'!
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