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At this second Sunday in Advent, three voices meet - the voice of the prophet Isaiah, the voice of John, the
Baptist, and the voice of Peter, the apostle. They speak of peace, consolation, and kindness, as well as, they
exhort and examine. These voices echo throughout Advent inviting us to discover, in the big acts of God, a
new fascination, a new strength and vigor in order to overcome our weariness, hopelessness and
discouragement. These voices announce that Advent is a time of hope - hope in the renewal of all things; hope
that we will be released from our failings, sins and weaknesses; hope that is patiently shaping us as we face
the many trials and tribulations of life. Advent is time to discover what is new; it is time for new beginnings.
This is what the Gospel of Mark tells us this morning when starting with the words, "The beginning;" "The
beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God." For Mark, Jesus is the Good News, the One who
comes to save, the "Son of God." He is our beginning. And this beginning of ours, who is the good news of
God, is presented by Mark in a different way. We find the good news of God not in Jerusalem but in the in the
wilderness where the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to meet John
the Baptist. Mark's funny dressed John is meant to recall Elijah (2 Kings 1:8). John is the prophet announced
in Isaiah. He restores Israel from the desert, as Moses. Historically speaking, the desert, for Israel, was a
symbol of life and resistance, of restored and renewed life. The prophecy of John calls to conversion, to
repentance, which is the axis for renewing processes.

The voice of John together with the voice of Isaiah and Jesus and Peter, are voices carrying the power of the
transformative word of God. It calls for change of life, it calls to new beginnings. To hear John, Isaiah, Jesus,
Peter is to hear God speaking boldly. It is to hear the voice that will resurge to proclaim over and over again
that "new heavens and new earth" are possible. The word echoing from the desert unveils the obstacles
hampering the purposes of God for our lives and proclaiming that the way to enter a new life is to "make
straight" our ways, recognizing our individual and collective mistakes and rebuilding relationships based on
justice, forgiveness, equality and sharing. When this happens, the desert is transformed in a wide highway, a
garden for our God.
Historically speaking the desert was also the place of refuge for those who were outside the system and who
constituted the opposition. The Essenes lived there. They broke away from the temple and lived separately
considering themselves the vanguard of their people. The desert was the place where those who understood
themselves as prophets or messiahs, those who wanted to organize some type of resistance would live; it was
the place for guerrillas and also for bandits.
If it were today, that is the place where the people of Cajamarca, in Peru, would be organizing their
movement. Peruvian newly elected president Omala is facing the first big crisis of his government: the people
of Cajamarca are marching on the streets for a couple of weeks fighting against the construction of an open pit
mine. Fico and I just returned from Peru a couple of days ago. Those people in Cajamarca who want to protect
nature from further pollution and exploitation are trying "to make straight" their ways. We do "make straight
the way of the Lord" by making straight our own ways.
The movement of John is one of protest and resistance; this is the reason why he was caught and killed. For
John, it is not the sacrifices that purify from sin, but confession and repentance, and changing of behavior and
life. The "new time", proclaimed by John, is the possibility, with Jesus, of radical restoration of life in society
according to the ideals of justice, peace and equality. This newness of life was expected since the end of the
exile in Babylon, and it is about it that the prophets speak.
John, the Baptist, proposes conversion as the means to prepare the way of the Lord and establish a new world
where justice abounds. God walks the desert of our lives teaching us "straight the paths" through gestures of
solidarity and peace.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer says, "I don't understand your paths, God, but you know the paths I shall walk." It is true.
God knows which paths we have to walk, although we don't know them ourselves.
In Christ, God offers us the possibility of new beginnings, even when we are not clear about them. What new
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beginning you might need at this moment? What new future do you want to start building now?
Professor Caroline Lewis says that "the whole beginning of Mark is the fulfillment of one promise after
another. In only eight verses, we not only hear the words of Isaiah spoken for a new day but also learn of a
new purpose and presence for the Holy Spirit. The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ reaches back to
the promises of God and helps us imagine God-filled realities, both now and in our future life with God."
May the many deserts through which we walk in our lives reveal new sightings; may they unfold for us the
unending possibilities of new beginnings that are inspired and shaped by Jesus and his good news, taking us
from the present towards a future that God knows how it is going to be.
Amen.
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