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Simeon and Anna, two people whose eyes saw beyond their reality and whose faith anticipated a future still to
come.

Simeon is not known in other passages of the New Testament, although legends identify him as a high priest,
and a Christian, the Simeon of Acts 15:14. But many commentators consider him a figure representing the
Old Testament "which must now make way for the New" (Tinsley). He is depicted as a "righteous and devout
man, looking forward to the consolation of Israel."

Anna is the Greek form for the Hebrew name Hannah, the mother of Samuel (1 Samuel 1:2). Hannah is one of
the seven prophetesses named in Babylonian Talmud, Megillah 14a. The Talmud is a vast collection of Jewish
laws and traditions and the Babylonian Talmud (or Bavli) is a compilation of orally transmitted materials by
Jewish scholars in Babylon about the 5th century CE. Anna is a devout woman and belongs to the house of
Annas. Annas was one of the four families in Jerusalem that controlled the temple priesthood; it supplied
seven high priests from Herod to the downfall of Jerusalem. At the Gospel story Anna is a prophetess and a
long time widow, but she might also be a legendary figure representing the prophetic system of Israel.

Both Simeon and Anna await the fulfillment of the promise to redeem Israel.

It seems that Luke has a clear intention to preserve the connection between Israel's religion and Jesus. The
Gospel story this morning is telling us about the first official appearance of Jesus in public. It presents his
parents as faithful to the Law of Moses. They circumcised Jesus after eight days. They came to the Temple
'for their purification.' In fact, it was Mary's purification. Leviticus 12:2-8, provides for a ceremony of
purification for a woman who had given birth to a male child forty days after the birth.
They brought their child up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. The Gospel says, "Every firstborn male
shall be designated as holy to the Lord." This is a paraphrase of Exodus 13:2, "Consecrate to me all the
firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among the Israelites, of human beings and animals, is mine."
All firstborn animals had to be redeemed or sacrificed. Firstborn sons had to be redeemed (Exodus 13:11-15).
The price of redemption was five shekels of silver (Numbers 18:15-16).
They offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in Leviticus 12:6-8, "a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons.'' This offering was for Mary's purification. Women with more possessions were required to offer a
lamb, but Mary was poor. The festival of The Presentation of our Lord (The Purification of Mary) on
February 2 is dated to observe this event.

As I said before, the presentation of Mary and Joseph as faithful to the law and the presence of Simeon and
Anna seems to have the intention to show that Jesus education was rooted in Jewish tradition and that Jesus
movement emerged from it. It appears that it was important for Luke to preserve the connection between
Judaism and Jesus movement.

In times of Inter-religious dialogue, it is fundamental to assert connection between religions. It is essential to
escape opposition and hatred. I am not so sure though whether Palestinian Christians prefer to opt for a clear
cut between Christianity and Judaism. Obviously the notion that Israel was 'the elected people' and the people
to whom the land was given as a promise, has been re-interpreted. But there are still important teachings that I
would not like to dismiss due to the present imperialistic attitude of the state of Israel.

I believe Simeon and Anna are representatives of the good part of Judaism. Two people capable of seeing
ahead of their time, of finding hope in a child, of reaffirming that the promise of consolation is accomplished
and redemption is close. They were attuned to God's presence and open to the surprising ways God acts in our
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world. They were also committed to speaking the truth even when it could hurt. "A sword will pierce your
own soul," said Simeon to Mary.

Simeon and Anna call us to be faithful to what is best in our own religion. A "light for revelation" are words
used by Simeon. What is a "light for revelation" in the way we experience our faith? How does our spiritual
practice redeem us and others? What is best in our religion? I would like to invite you to answer to this
question: What is best in our religion?

Eduardo Galeano, a famous journalist from Uruguay, told once a short story.

A vineyard farmer said to his daughter right before he died:
- I am going to reveal a secret to you, grapes are born out of wine.
Eduardo continues, when I heard this I thought, if grapes are born out of wine, perhaps we are born out of the
words that tell who we are.

What is best in our religion? To answer to this question is a way of asserting the goodness of what we believe.
But it is also a way of saying what could be better; it is a way of seeking open structures that respond more
positively to the ideals of love, peace, justice, friendship, companionship. To answer to this question is a way
of affirming ourselves in our search for the most excellent, for the parameters that make it possible for us and
others to be whole, to be attuned to God, to have eyes to see beyond our reality and faith which anticipates a
future still to come.
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