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Merry Christmas.
Lego blocks, train tracks, toy trains, building material have been the symbols that helped us to reflect on the
meaning of Christmas and to prepare for the same. I must say that we all have enjoyed this activity guided
reflection. Thanks to the pastor and her team for this very creative accompaniment under the theme:
Christmas under construction, during this season of advent. We have been helped to prepare for Christmas,
not just as an occasion for the celebration but as a call to prepare the way for the Lord into our lives by
reflecting on the need to make certain conscious moral and spiritual choices. We have realized that this
preparation of the way involves not only the hard labour of construction, more difficult than building with
plastic moulds, but also the painful realities of deconstruction of the familiar and the seemingly safe. We have
been made aware that such actions are necessary for a better construction, or for reconstruction in order that
we are able to see the newness of life which is God breaking into our every here and now.

After weeks of such preparation, Christmas has arrived and we rejoice and thank God for the new meanings,
for the expansion of the visions that we have been able to construct. But our construction is never complete,
we don't stop here but start elsewhere, like the unending road construction that we see in Geneva. This is what
I figure from the readings this morning.

I would like to reflect on this imagery of construction as we understand the significance of the famous first 18
verses of John's Gospel, particularly verse 4: "What has come into being in him was life and the life was the
light of all people". And verse 14: "And the word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
gloryâ�¦ full of grace and truth". Let us take note of the words that we get to hear as we read this account:
Light, grace, truth and life. Or a "life full of grace and truth that lightens every darkness!" These are words
that evoke a sense of dynamism and change. I would like to share three thoughts:

1. We prepare the way for this Lord, the Lord of life, light, truth and grace into our personal lives, families,
communities and our congregational life. We do not prepare in our imaginations but in our concrete present.
This is what God's incarnation in Jesus Christ is all about according to John. "The Word became flesh and
lived among us". This implies that our construction is a collective work that is real and tangible. Construction
is not a one man's job. It involves several people - architects, engineers, builders and many other people with
special skills and expertise. It is a collective enterprise. Any given reality is a collective endeavor. Life itself is
one. I am reminded of a famous quote by John Donne, a famous English poet: "No Man is an island, entire of
itself; every man is a piece of the continent". Our lives are a result of the efforts of several others and so are
our actions. Our actions not only construct our own lives but also contribute either to the well being or to the
misery of others. This is the mystery of the interconnectedness of life. Our actions, our aspirations, our
priorities, our words, our choices have implications to everything that is. God through Jesus Christ presents to
us a model that is grounded in the value of affirming and upholding the sanctity and dignity of life, not only
ourselves but all others that God has created. Besides the four words - grace, truth, life and light, I also like
the way Isaiah describes "The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all people; all the end of the
earth shall see God's salvation". V.10 The Lord has bared his arm, as if there is nothing up his sleeves, nothing
hidden! I also want us to look at the way the letter to the Hebrews describes Jesus: "He is the reflection of
God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being". V.3 Therefore, anything, any understanding that limits
God's ambit of life to narrow self interests, is not of God but of destruction, not construction. After all,
creation is the self-expression of God, God's wisdom, creativity and love. It is about life, about its
preservation and continuation.

2. The one who is described as the result of God's skillfulness and as the exact imprint of God's very being, for
whom we prepare the way, comes to us as a vulnerable child of parents who were on a journey because of a
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political necessity to register, who could only find a shelter in cattle shed and who had to soon turn refugees
fleeing from political repression. He was one who faced rejection, lived his life confronting and resisting all
that contradicted the purposes of God, denied life to the poor. He was also an unpopular rebel, deserted and
was killed. As such he was one who became vulnerable and was a victim of abusive power. What does this
mean to our efforts towards Christmas under construction. Do we realise that the act of constructing implies
certain degree of subjecthood? It implies that we have the possibility and power to create. During the
preparations for the Commonwealth Games which my country India has so skillfully showcased recently,
there were several images that we saw in the media - the plight of the construction workers, mostly the rural
poor who were brought along with their families to live alongside the construction material of cement, bricks,
steel and rubble. They built but someone else enjoyed the fruits of their labour. Before the Games began they
were removed far away. There are many like them who come into our midst, not in our luxurious Swiss trains
but in cargo containers, dangerous boats, as undocumented people, finding themselves in night shelters and in
soup kitchens but labouring to build our super structures, roads and working in our homes and offices. What
does our construction for Christmas mean to those whose lives are shaped, expended, used and abused for the
construction of others' dreams and who are made mere building blocks in other scheme of things?

3. The one who comes is also a pilgrim God, a journeying God, a God who doesn't come to stay with us to be
a captive in our concrete and steel structures, but is constantly on the move, exploring and creating new
things. God who was with Abraham in his journey into an uncertain future, God who was with the slaves as
they moved out of bondage into freedom, God who was with people in their exile, God who was with the
fugitive parents in Egypt, and in the struggles against foreign occupation, is a sojourning God, one who calls
us to be on the journey, to constantly discover new purposes and new ways of being God's people, to
constantly construct, deconstruct and reconstruct as we face disappointments, frustrations, failures as well as
joys, hopes, and achievements. Our God is a changing God, never static to be fixed in rigid theological
doctrines and ecclesiastical traditions, but present and becoming present wherever life, and truth become
manifest. What does construction for this journeying God mean to us as an expatriate community such as
ours? How do we keep ourselves agile and alert to discern the purposes of God for us? Perhaps through our
ability to deconstruct in order to reconstruct so that life, light, grace and truth the coming of which into our
midst that we celebrate today may be meaningful.

Therefore, as we bring our reflections on Christmas under Construction during this season to a close, let us
realise that we are God's people on the journey, on the way, encountering God on the way, preparing the way
for the presence and realisation of God in our ability to live out our faith and hope in love and truthfulness.
Let us realise that we are engineers, architects and builders constantly dreaming, designing, constructing,
deconstructing and reconstructing in order that life becomes meaningful and authentic for us and for others.
Let us also understand ourselves as components, laborers, or as building blocks, submitting ourselves to God's
purposes and design.

Therefore, construction is a task, a process, constantly in progress. A goal and a larger vision. Constructions
also involves deconstruction in order that what we construct does not diminish the possibility of enjoying life
but enhances it for us and others. Construction is also a collective effort, and we are called to work together so
that God's household may be one in which those who labour enjoy the fruits of their labour, those who build
houses live in them and in which the wolf and lamb shall live together. (Isaiah 65:17-25) So, let us put up a
sign board: Christmas Under Construction: ELCG at Work!

Amen.
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