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Happy Christmas Merry Christmas. Bonne Fete. To the Children: I hope you have a very happy Christmas.
This is your day.
Today we rejoice. It is Christmas Day. Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Messiah, the Christ, the
Savior, the Lord. In Jesus, God's gift to us is new life in the reign of God. It is God's call for all human beings
to love, to live in peace and to do justice. The reign of God is at hand. The Christ Child is in our hearts and
with our families. This child is in our communities and in our world. Emanuel has come to be with us.
While the shepherds were watching their sheep at night and looking at the stars an angel stood with them and
told them some amazing news.

Our snow covered mountains give us a place to stand and see the stars above that guide us and give us light.
We see our sun which gives us life. We see the power, the energy, matter of the Milky Way of which we are a
part. Our star, one of several hundred billion in our galaxy, reminds us of the power of the Source of the
Universe. Our galaxy, which is only one of several hundred million galaxies, also reminds us of that source.
The Source this whole Universe, and more that we do not see and know, is with us and has sent us a child who
tells us to live in peace with good will toward each other. "God of hosts, God close at hand, shining from
millions of light-years away, yet as near as an infant nursing its mother, enter again our world and our lives,
so that we hear you in the cries of those needing food and water,â�¦" and see and hear you in the song of the
angels, God's messengers. They sing of peace and goodwill that heralds the coming of Jesus and the reign of
God. We have just heard this good news again this morning in the Gospel of Luke. Luke told the story of
Jesus to Theophilos.

We have heard that when Jesus was born Augustus Caesar was Emperor of the Roman Empire. Herod was
King of Judea. Quirinius was the Roman governor of Syria. So why would Luke tell Theophilos these facts?
Who was Augustus Caesar? He was the first Roman Emperor to be called divine by the Roman Senate. The
titles of Augustus included "savior of the whole world," "divis files," son of the Divine, Son of God. "The
birthday of (this) God has marked the beginning of good news through him for the world." Augustus brought
Pax Romana to the people according to the Priene Calendar Inscription (9 BCE). This divine Emperor had
extended Pax Romana. This Pax included occupation, ethnic cleansing and the wholesale slaughter of any
would not bow down to the Roman Legions.

Rome did a military conquest of Judea before Herod was born. Judeans began paying tribute (taxes) from that
time. When Augustus celebrated his 25th year as Emperor he wanted even more tribute from Judea. Quirinius
may well have had major responsibility for organizing the payment of even more taxes. Jesus was born at a
time when Pax Romana meant increasing misery for people under Roman occupation.

The father of Augustus was Julius Caesar who was well known in Geneva for subjugating the Helvetic people.
Augustus extended control over the entrance to the Rhone Valley by sending more troops to the Roman
fortress in Nyon. Augustus also had a garrison in Basel.
..

Theophilos would have understood that Luke's story about the Roman Emperor meant misery for the people
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of Judea. Luke then goes on to tell Theophilos more about Jesus and his family.
Joseph, being of the house and lineage of King David, was enrolled in Bethlehem. Thus we know that Jesus
was also in the house and lineage of David. It was told that a Messiah from the House of David would come
to free the people.

After Mary gives birth to Jesus he is wrapped in swaddling cloths. Jewish Christians hearing this text would
remember that King Solomon had also been wrapped in swaddling cloths. Luke is saying that the baby Jesus
is of royal lineage in the house of David. He is anointed.

Nearby in the fields there are shepherds. Shepherds cared for the sheep day and night. They watched the
heavens and the stars at night. Surrounded by the stars above an angel stands next to them. When an angel
appears we know that the shepherds were in the presence of God. The angel says, "â�¦I bring you good news
of a great joy which will come to all the people., for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord.

Still in the presence of God the shepherds hear "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among
peopleâ�¦."

A child lying in a manger, a feeding trough for animals, is proclaimed Savior, Christ and Lord. This child will
bring peace among the people. Christ, the Greek translation for the Jewish title Messiah is the anointed one,
who comes through the royal line of David or comes as an eschatological prophet, to save the people.). Lord is
a name for God or God's envoy. When we pray Maranatha (Oh Lord Come) we pray to the one who
represents God. Luke speaks of the Lord's Christ, God's anointed one.

In Luke's Gospel the expectations of the Romans for Pax Romana, as exemplified by Augustus Caesar, his
governors and all those who paid him tribute cannot hold a candle to this child sent by the Lord of the
universe who calls Jesus "my son." Jesus will bring peace to all people with love. Luke is clear. Augustus
Caesar reigns now, but the reign of God is eternal. Give your commitment to the Lord. Romans disagreed.

Romans understood Roman religion and its pantheon of gods to be the cult of the state. The word religion
means cult of the state in Latin. Religion, science, technology, business and politics were to serve the state as
embodied in the Emperor. Governance based on dictatorship, ruthless crushing of opposition and extraction of
wealth from the whole empire to serve itself could not give free reign to religion, science or technology.

Luke proclaims Emmanuel, God with us. The Lord's Christ, the Savior of all people who brings peace through
the reign of God which is in our midst. God is with us to remind us to love each other and to serve the people.
God's will is to save the people, not the empire. Salvation, liberation comes with the reign of God, not with a
reign of terror, ethnic cleansing, slavery and death. The people of Judea and the Romans had very different
expectations.

What were your expectations for Christmas when you were a child? What are they now? There are powerful
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people who want us to pay tribute to them and to buy safety and security. God wants us to love each other.
There are powerful people who want us to find salvation through work for them, through riches, through
power and through our capacity to consume and extract wealth from others.

Emmanuel invites us to live in God's reign. Our salvation is given by God's grace through faith. We
experience this through love and service to others in our families, our communities and indeed our global
commonwealth.

Modern day empires are more difficult to understand than the flagrant display of power shown by Augustus. I
find it interesting that two months of our calendar are named for Augustus and Julius. Also interesting is that
five of the days of our week are named for Nordic gods. We pay homage and tribute to many powers in our
time that do damage to life on our planet. Some rulers of our world want us to give our knowledge, our
science, our faith, our energy, our resources and our very being to them. The Lord of the Universe wants us to
share our gifts and our energy with each other and with people who are in need. What will we say the next
time the powers that be want us to serve them instead of the Lord of the Universe who gave us the reign of
God through Jesus Christ? The reign of God accepts us with our pre-conditions, our debts and our limits and
offers the fullness of life. The Christ child of the Lord of the Universe invites us again this morning to affirm
love, mercy and justice. This is the gift of Christmas Day.

Surrounded by stars, embraced in stardust, messengers in the presence of God have proclaimed to us that God
is with us and comes to us as a child. Emanuel invites us to love God and serve our neighbors near and far.

We are invited to live in the light and to follow the light of the Christ Child. Amen.
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