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How was John able to recognize Jesus when he was still in his mother's womb? How do we know these things
happened? How do we know the big bang happened? How are we able to recognize somebody the first time
we see that person? Have you had this experience? You see a person for the first time and it seems she or he is
an old friend, somebody who belongs to your inner-self for ages?

There is a Brazilian philosopher who says, 'We understand when we already knew it.' I paraphrase him: 'We
recognize when we already knew it'.

I believe that these processes of recognizing things or people, that in principle are unknown to us, has to do
with the fact that we do belong together, that we are formed by the same very matter as the rest of the
universe. CERN's website on the Big Bang theme starts with the question: 'Did you know that the matter in
your body is billions of years old?' It continues: 'According to most astrophysicists, all the matter found in the
universe today -- including the matter in people, plants, animals, the earth, stars, and galaxies -- was created at
the very first moment of time, thought to be about 13 billion years ago.' I am not an astrophysicist, but I
believe this is true. We have the same origin, the particles forming our cells carry the same memories, we do
exist long before we are born and will continue existing long after we die. Although unique as individuals we
share this billion of years-old communality. We are all evolving, we are all filled by the same Spirit that
makes the universe be what it is and us, what we are. We are impregnated by the force that made it possible
for the very first tiny densely energized point to explode, we are all born from the same womb which we name
God. That is the reason why John was able to recognize Jesus; because he already knew it.

Had you considered that you belong together with the stars? And that you shine when smiling?

At this moment, I would like to invite those of you who brought a star to offer it, to show it to your neighbor.
If you did it yourself, you can say when you did it, what material you used, if you made it together with
somebody else or all by yourself. Perhaps you bought it, then you can share why you chose this one. Then
after sharing about your star (very briefly) with your neighbor, you are invited to bring it and place it on the
altar. If you didn't bring a star to offer, you need to share a smile with your neighbor and help him/her to
remember that we carry stars within us, that we do belong together with the rest of the universe and with each
other. Do we recognize that?
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