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I wish for a lap in which I can be rocked until I rest without hurry;
a welcoming lap, fearless, without extravagance.
I wish for embracing arms that keep me away from danger and loneliness; arms that hold me and bring me
close to my origins.
I wish for a safe place where I can laugh and dream, forget and play, knowing without thinking that
beginnings are always possible.

Who doesn't want that place?
Even God wishes for it and choses to be born as a child.

Mary's lap was the place to which the prophet Isaiah pointed when saying: "Look, the young woman is with
child and shall bear a son". It was the sign of what was to come. But the sign was not evident. It was an
invitation to look; to look at a woman who had not yet given birth and a child who didn't yet exist. The
prophet was inviting people to look at a promise.

There are several people in the Bible who were able to see a promise. I remember Abraham, an old man,
waiting for decades for a son. I imagine him smiling while envisioning the unseen. I remember the prophets
who, in the midst of destruction and exile, saw a restored world where injustice was no more, war was no
more, where gardens replaced falling walls and ploughs replaced guns.

Have you ever envisioned a promise? Is there a promise for which you are looking?

As in the case of the prophet, sometimes promises are pointed to by signs that are not clear, signs we have
difficulty to interpret or understand, even less to follow. What sign might you have seen that you are not able
to understand? What sign might be pointing to a direction that you are not able to follow?

It is not difficult to understand the sign that says the bus stop was changed, or the signs advertising sales
before Christmas. But it is not easy to see the signs that call us to change our views and perceptions about life,
about a given situation, about others and about ourselves. So we need help. And this help doesn't necessarily
come from those who think like us, but from those whose understanding and perceptions challenge ours. In
the challenge resides the opportunity for us to see more clearly.

A Portuguese poet called Alberto Caieiros wrote: "My gaze is as clear as a sunflower. I am used to walking in
the streets looking to the right and to the left and sometimes backâ�¦ And what I see at every moment is what
I hadn't seen before".

To see by anticipation or to renew ones vision continuously is part of the process of seeing a promise, and
perceiving a sign.

Joseph was definitely not seeing a promise in the womb of Mary. The sign he saw was probably the sign of
betrayal. He was disappointed and probably hurt by the pregnancy of his fiancÃ©e, a child he knew was not
his. According to the honor code of the Mediterranean world, no one could take property which belonged to
another. Mary's child was not Joseph's, so he hesitated to take it. By law, Joseph was entitled to return Mary to
her father and expose her to death. The book of Numbers chapter 5:11-31 describes the ordeal Mary would
have to undergo. But Joseph was a sensitive and honorable man and determined to divorce her quietly. He
hoped that the real father would take the opportunity to claim the child and marry Mary. But that was not what
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happened. Instead, Joseph was challenged to look beyond, to see further.

This morning, we are also invited to look beyond, to see further. And accompanied by Joseph we are called to
hear the angel's voice saying that what was unacceptable to him was the way God chose to come to this world.
Most of the times, what is unacceptable to us is a vehicle of important revelations. And perhaps, even the way
a promise is fulfilled.

This morning we are invited to look at a promise; we are asked to start seeing already the peace and the justice
we want to see because God already has given them to us. We are called to start experiencing reconciliation
because God already has given it to us. We are requested to have our viewpoint turned in the direction pointed
to by a Child. This morning we are called to trust that God's purposes will be accomplished, with or without
our comprehension; God's way will be built, whether or not we know how to put the tracks together. This
morning we are invited to offer our lap to hold the Child-God, the one we are waiting for.

Amen.
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