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Around the well. Around the well encounters happen, lives are transformed, truths are unveiled. Around the
well new perspectives emerge, new commitments are made, new findings take place. Around the well,
religious, cultural, racial and gender discriminations are questioned and overcome, and those who once were
enemies, become friends. This is what the story of the Gospel reveals to us this morning; Jesus and the
Samaritan woman met around the well, and that encounter marked their lives and ours forever.

The village of Sychar where Jesus and the woman met, was by Jacob's Well and was located near Mount
Gerizim, the site of the Samaritan temple, Samaria's holy place. There are several biblical passages which
provide a perspective on the historical racial hatred and tensions between the Jews and the Samaritans (II
Kings 17:21-41; Ezra 4; and Nehemiah 4). Samaria was the northern kingdom of Israel. The "Jews" were
descended from the returned exiles of the southern kingdom of Judah. I and II Kings provide the history and
story of these two kingdoms which developed after the death of Solomon. By speaking with the Samaritan
woman, Jesus was crossing religious and racial barriers. He was questioning his people's history of hatred and
stepping towards reconciliation.

But by speaking with the "Samaritan woman," Jesus was crossing other borders. He was crossing cultural,
moral, and gender related barriers. Historically and traditionally, Jewish men did not speak in public to
women, even their own wives. For a rabbi this would have been an even greater restriction. Women were not
publicly taught the Law. A woman's place in that society was not remotely similar to our own, I mean, to
some of our societies. Besides being a woman, she was a Samaritan woman. 'Samaritan woman' is already a
label emphasizing her nationality and religion. She was not exactly well-to-do. Women of influence did not
draw water from wells in those times. (John 4:7) She had a disreputable life - "you have had five husbands
and the one you have now is not your husband" (John 4:18).

The encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman challenges us to cross those borders that, according to
our society, place the other in an inferior position. Which cultural, moral, ethnic or gender border you are
called to cross this morning so you can see that the other you despise is as image of God as you are? Who are
you to encounter around the well?

But the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman is not only about overcoming cultural and
historical limitations; it is about fulfillment. It is about being surprised and filled with joy. It is about touching
and being touched by a source of energy that moves us forward, that pulls us from our sinking processes and
push us towards life and light.

In the moment of confession we heard a prayer that said:
A drop, only a drop God.
A drop of grace,
A drop of mercy,
A drop of water
Into our thirsty mouths
And our parched lives.

But Jesus is not satisfied only with a drop. He speaks of a "spring of water welling up to eternal life." He
promises that his presence will be like a "spring of water" into our thirsty mouths and our parched lives. Jesus
invites us to meet him around the well this morning. What are you thirsty for? Will you accept to drink from
the "living water"?
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Arriving here o Dear God!
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