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Jesus is healed. Isn't that what we just read in the Gospel? He is healed from his nationalism, from his sense of
priorities, from social and cultural values that justify his denial of giving aid and his insensitivity towards a
woman who pleads for her sick child.

Jesus is incredibly broadminded, brave in his behavior, revolutionary when confronting values of his society
and surprisingly narrow before the foreign woman. Was he faking? Was he provoking her? Was he testing her
to see how intelligent she was and how far she would go in order to get what she wanted? Or was he
pretending to create an opportunity to teach her and his disciples a lesson?

Many believe that because Jesus was the Son of God he knew everything and could not be wrong or mistaken
in any situation. But in fact throughout his life, Jesus grew more and more in the understanding about himself,
about God, about the world, about people and about God's Realm. His awareness increased as he grew older.
Therefore, I don't believe Jesus was only creating an educational opportunity with the woman and his
disciples; his own values were being confronted, he was learning. And the Syrophoenician woman taught him
a fundamental lesson, 'the grace of God is for all.' It may sound strange that she is teaching him this lesson. He
was always the one challenging religious leaders and many others to widen their perspectives, to re-interpret
their concepts, but before this woman he was caught in his own cultural and religious limits. He said to her, "It
is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." He was telling her that the cure she was asking
for, the mercy she was pleading for, was not to be given to a foreigner; it was to be given to his own people,
the people of Israel. He compared her and her people with dogs. That was not respectful at all. In fact, Jesus
was being rude.

Some commentators say that the region of Tyre was more developed economically, which might indicate that
the woman was not poor. One reason was that Tyre took advantage over the neighboring agricultural Galilee.
So, Jesus rudeness, besides being a cultural, social and religious narrowness, might be an answer to the
economic inequality between the two regions.

But the woman was too determined to accept his answer, whatever reasons he had. Jesus refused her three
times. First, he ignored her. Second time he said: "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." The
third time he answered: "It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." She argued back
and her argument claimed not only Jesus' intelligence but also his heart. She demanded his compassion. Who
is demanding your compassion today?

Jesus was taken by surprise by the woman's answer, by her faith and her conviction that the Realm of God
was not only for a few. She said, "even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." The
woman's attitude and wisdom changed Jesus; it healed him. It was in this conversation that Jesus realized that
the table was set for all. She taught Jesus that there is food for all, and she fights for her portion.

Elza Tamez says, "When we know that what we fight for is just and it is for the wellbeing of others, we must
insist, we must dare, we must cross boundaries and obstacles, for without tenacity we will not change rules,
behaviors, habits and attitudes that exclude."

Silvia Regina de Lima e Silva, an afro-Brazilian theologian, in her book entitled "In Border Territory" affirms
that we have to cross borders in order to create new relations. What borders do you have to cross in order to
create new relations, perhaps relationships or maybe to re-create them?

Both, the woman and Jesus had to cross borders. Borders of space, religion, gender, social status, pride,
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understanding, identity. Jesus didn't get stuck in the fact that he was male and Jewish; he listened to the
foreign woman. He didn't take advantage of her humiliation before him â�� she was prostrate at his feet. He
was narrow minded at the beginning, and rejected her, and was even rude to her, but he was brave enough to
recognize his mistake and change his attitude. He learned with her. The teacher became a student.

Sometimes we forget that we are always learning and always teaching. Parents teach their children but they
also learn from them. Students learn from their teachers but they also teach them. Pastors teach their sheep but
they also learn with them. The roles are not absolute. All of us have contributions to offer. A legitimate
educational process only takes place when there is input from all parts involved in it, and when there is
respect. Neither genuine learning nor teaching happens if we consider the other as having nothing to offer.

I was telling Aurelie and Alex this week that my first parish in Brazil was very small. We used to have about
20 to 30 people in the worship. As you know, I have this habit of asking questions during the sermon. When I
asked a question in my first sermon, somebody asked if he could answer. I said yes. After a few Sundays the
style of the sermons had become a dialogue. And we learned so much with each other that much of my
theology and theirs were revised in those conversations.

I truly believe that it is in the encounter with the other that our knowledge, concepts and values have the
chance to be re-educated. It is in the encounter with the other that we are challenged to cross borders. I do
cross borders every day. I have learned after 5 years in this church and in Geneva, that I cannot assume
anything. And I believe you also cross borders over and over again. Some borders are easier to cross, some are
more painful. But we all do it. We might wonder, 'How much elasticity do we still have to gain?'

Until we learn, as Jesus did, the most precious lesson of our lives, 'the mercy and the love of God is for
everyone'; it is not for that person who is ahead or smarter, or richer or poorer, or morally more accepted, or
coming from a more developed part of the world, or more religious; there is no one who has priority over
others, the mercy and the love of God is for everyone'. The table is set for all.

May Jesus, the teacher who became a student before the Syrophoenician woman, help us to learn from each
other and to teach each other with an open mind and heart. May we be healed.
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