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"Run, Forrest, run". The letter of Hebrews made me remember the film Forrest Gump, the story of the boy
who was born with a terrible problem in his spine and could neither stand straight nor walk. And when he was
finally able to walk with the help of leg braces, his classmates would chase him after school in order to beat
him up. His girlfriend knew this, and every time she realized the boys were coming after him, she shouted,
"run, Forrest, run!" Do you remember this film?

Today, hundreds (perhaps thousands) of people are running in Geneva; it is the twenty-second International
Geneva Triathlon. The athletes are running, biking and swimming at frantic speeds. Their bodies are strong,
their muscles seem to be carved by hand. They run for a goal, to be the first to arrive and to receive the prize -
a gold medal, a given amount of money (I don't know how much it is), the recognition that they are the best,
and the admiration of the public.

The letter of Hebrews uses the analogy of the race in order to encourage people to persevere, to be
unwavering. The early Christian community to which this letter was written had endured persecution and
hardship. It was starting to falter in its enthusiasm and faithfulness. They were tempted to retract instead of
going forward, so the writer exhorted them to keep on goingâ�¦and to draw inspiration from people and
stories that had taught them their faith. Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, the prophets,
Rahab, the crossing of the red sea and the story of the fall of the walls of Jerico. Contemporary Palestinian
theologians may see Rahab as a betrayer, not a faithful woman, and in the walls of Jerico an invasion, not a
victory given by God. But let us focus on what the author of Hebrews is aiming at, to inspire the early
Christian community to persevere, to carry on. To inspire us to persevere, to carry on.

First, we must remember that we are surrounded by a 'great cloud of witnesses'. Sometimes we look at the
Bible figures as if they were heroes with special powers to live the way they did. But they were not. They
were human beings, flawed, weak, and sinful, just like us. They had to face daily difficulties, just as we do.

If these great ancestors of ours could be deeply flawed yet deeply faithful, I find that very, very encouraging
when I have to run such a long, long race! Maybe you do, too. Maybe we need some great coaches. Coaches
who understand that it's not by our own power that we endure or accomplish or even live â�� no, we do all
these things only and always by the power of God within us that is able, as the letter to the Ephesians says, to
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine! The 'cloud of witnesses'. Do you have
somebody who inspired faith in you? Who is the person or who are the people who continue inspiring you
nowadays? Is this person here? Give her or him a hug. If she/he is not here give her a hug as well.

The second way Hebrews inspires us to persevere, to carry on, is by pointing to Jesus, who traveled this road
ahead of us â�� like a pioneer of faith who blazed a trail for us. Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus!

Where do we find Jesus this morning? In the Gospel, bringing fire to the earth and wishing it were already
kindled; speaking about a baptism that needs to be completed; bringing about division, breaking peace and
calling the crowds, 'hypocrites' because they don't know to interpret the present time. Jesus seems enraged.

Isn't it frustrating when you say something and you are misinterpreted, when you write a letter and a different
meaning is given to your words and intention, when you communicate a value and that value is not upheld,
when you teach and what is learned is not what you taught? It seems to me that Jesus was frustrated because
people were not able to get it. Therefore he speaks the language of judgment; he speaks the language of
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division. Why? The divisions he is talking about have to do with the values of the Kingdom of God. The
Kingdom of God is the dimension of life and beyond life where God is an intense and fundamental presence
permeating and defining all. A world or a life permeated by God's presence is defined by love, peace, respect,
integrity, justice, wholeness, truthfulness, compassion. But these values get distorted when they become an
impediment to the other. For instance, if in the name of love and compassion we allow abuse in our midst,
then respect, integrity and justice are suppressed. If I know that a potential risky behavior can put the integrity
of someone or the community in danger, and in the name of peace I take no action, I am enabling disrespect
and disabling wholeness. We have to be very attentive to our 'present time' in order to be able to run towards
the Kingdom of God while upholding its values. We know that our lives are so full of contradictions that
those values are not always easily combined. It is the 'present time' that will give us the chance to rediscover
what those values mean and how they need to be implemented. The present time is the time of opportunity. It
is the time that holds in itself a chance. It is the opportunity to redefine what is worthwhile.

What does the present time reveal to you about your family?

Are you attentive enough to capture their needs?

What does the present time reveal to you about your church? Are you attentive enough to know what is
happening?

What does the present time reveal to you about your faith? Are you attentive enough to realize whether it is
retracting or pushing you forward?

What does the present time reveal about your life? Are you attentive enough that you can reset priorities and
find fulfillment and joy?

What does the present time reveal to you about God? Are you attentive enough to let her encounter you in
deep and strong ways?

Run, Forrest, run!
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