
Sermon by Rev. Lusmarina Campos Garcia
On Luke 24,36-48
26 April 2009

There was a beautiful butterfly landing on these flowers in my garden, said Valerie. (this is a reference to the
cover of the bulletin) Then she took a photo.
What does Valerie's butterfly have to do with the hands and feet of Jesus?
"Look at my hands and my feet, see that it is I myself."
The body of Jesus is a place of revelation. It is the place where God encounters us and where we encounter
each other. His skin, his eyes, his voice, his hands, his feet are what makes it possible for the disciples to leave
their catatonic state typical of those seeing a ghost to enter the joy of those recognizing a friend.

The Gospel reading this morning is an affirmation of Jesus body. Why does the Gospel give a body to Jesus?
Was Jesus' body always an obvious reality?

In the first centuries of the Christian era, doctrines about Jesus, God, the community of faith, its organization
etc. were all in dispute. There were numerous writings that didn't become part of the Bible. And many that did
were an answer to these different understandings, which were called heresies. Contemporary scholars prefer
calling them, heterodoxies.

The Gospel reading for this morning deals with an heterodoxy called Marcionism. Marcion lived between 85
and 150 AD in Ponto, now in Turkey. He was probably born and grew up in the Christian community there. I
want to mention two of Marcion's distinct positions. 1. Marcion wrote that Jesus didn't have a real human
body. Jesus gave himself as bread because he didn't have true bodily substance. Tertullian, in his work entitled
Against Marcion, mentions this morning's Gospel saying: "Why, moreover, does Jesus offer His hands and
His feet for their examination--limbs which consist of bones--if He had no bones? ... While they still believed
not, He asked them for some meat, for the express purpose of showing them that He had teeth." (Isn't that
wonderful, a theological argument over Jesus' teeth?) 2. Marcion believed that the Father of Jesus could not
possibly be the same as the God of the law and the prophets. The God of the law and the prophets was a rough
judge, punishing, powerful in war. The Father of Jesus Christ was all mild, forgiving, good and excellent. In
essence Marcion believed that the God of the Old Testament was a inferior God.

The early church insisted in the continuity of God as One. They affirmed that what was written about Jesus 'in
the law of Moses, the prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled'.

The early church articulated its theology of incarnation and the resurrection of the body by bringing to the
mouth of Jesus the words that affirm that he is not a ghost, he is a body. 'Look at my hands and my feet; see
that it is I myself. Touch me and see, for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see I have'.

Are you still with me?

The early church was struggling to assert that Jesus is the body of God in our midst. And this body is the place
where God encounters us and the whole of creation. The body of God in Jesus expands itself and 'it is present
everywhere' according to Luther. The body is the place where the spirit can smile, become pregnant, give
birth, live, die and live again. It is not a different place; it is the same.
'I believe in the resurrection of the body'; we say these words every Sunday. But doesn't this say something
about our own bodies. Your body. My body.

Our faith is a body-centered faith. But for many of us Christianity has been about denying our bodies. Many
of us were taught that our bodies are bad. Anything about sexuality was not even to be mentioned. Sensuality
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was covered with the mantle of sin. Nowadays the media models only bodies that are young and beautiful;
and exploit sensuality to the extreme. So we become afraid of God's gift. We deny our own body. We insist on
covering it (well, in this part of the world, to cover it during winter is the only option anyways!) But in Brazil
we uncover it!!

What do you deny about your own body?
Have you been taking good care of yourself? How many hours of exercise do you do per week? Is your diet
healthy and enough (not too much, not too little)?

I participated in the Opening Exhibition named 'One Day in Calvin's Life' at the Museum of the Reformation
last Friday. It is quite sophisticated in terms of technology. One of the scenes shows Calvin with four friends
during a meal, and the discussion was about his diet. It seems that he didn't eat well, which caused his doctor
to be always after him advising him to eat more meat and to drink wine. Are you like Calvin, eating too little?
Or perhaps more like Luther, eating too much, and drinking lots of beer?

Our bodies are neither to be denied, nor to be abused. Nobody has the right to use somebody else's body to
obtain pleasure or profit. No body should be forced into prostitution or any other way without an option.
Every body is to be free from imposed conditions, either those rising from economical deficiency, social
distortions or psychological disturbances.

Do we agree with God that our bodies are the best place to live? Mary Ann Wangui (who celebrated her
birthday yesterday) will not agree with that. The broken bodies of this world are met by Jesus body on the
cross. But the resurrected body of Jesus is an affirmation of the restored future when no pain, tears, illnesses,
sufferings, will affect us any longer.

What does Valerie's butterfly have to do with the hands and feet of Jesus?
Butterflies are a symbol for resurrection. But more then that they are part of the body of Jesus that expands
itself and 'it is present everywhere,' to use Luther's words. The body of Jesus is not only the place where God
encounters us and we encounter each other, but it is the place where the whole creation gathers. The
resurrected body of Jesus is the place where our hopes find their destiny, our reality is transformed and we
enter the joy of recognizing a friend.
"Look at my hands and my feet, see that it is I myself."

2


	April_26th_2009.html

