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As you may have noticed, during this Easter Season, we have a string of texts from the Book of
Revelationâ�¦that puzzling book at the end of the New Testament that many mainline Christians would prefer
to ignore, or at least shy away from, not only because of all its complicated imagery that is difficult to
decipher, but also because it is a book of the Bible that some religious movements have in a sense high-jacked
for their purposes, and mis-use to strike fear in the hearts of others, predicting a very violent end to the world.
I am thinking here of various dispensationalist and apocalyptic movements, such as made popular through the
Left Behind novels that have spread throughout the world. Apocalypses in the Bible have a common arsenal
of catastrophic events: famines, earthquakes, murderous ways, persecutions, epidemics, but predicting
end-time disasters is NOT the central message of Revelation.
Given the dramatic, widespread effects of one volcano eruption that has held Europe and much of the rest of
the world captive during the past 10 days â�� and the massive travel, economic and other disruptions it has
evoked -- some might attempt to find parallels in Revelation to interpret what is going on. That's NOT where I
want to go, although admittedly, it is possible to view the widespread effects of the volcanic ash as
"revelatory" in another sense: namely, revealing how overly dependent we have become on human-devised
and controlled air travel â�� an assumption which Mother Nature seems to have powerfully sabotaged.
I'm appreciative to John Moyer, who in last week's sermon, described in some detail the backdrop of the
Roman Empire, against which this as well as other NT books were written, --- written, in the case of
Revelation, so that early Christians would be strengthened to resist all the ways in which the powers of
empire, the inter-related forces that dominate our everyday lives, perpetuate injustices, greed, endless
competition and violence. For the early Christians that was epitomized in the Roman emperor, Caesar,
presuming to be god, to whom all under his reign were to submit, with no alternatives. It is in dramatic
contrast to this that the elaborate somewhat enigmatic imagery in John's Apocalypse or Revelation is set forth.
The overall message should not be read in highly spiritualized, removed from this world ways that placate
people, but as empowering the people of God, then and now, to actively resist all that is oppressing and
destroying life in the present â�� whether specific rulers or the subtle logic of systems that keep people
submissive and compliant. .
So here in the 7th chapter of Rev. is where the heart of that power of resistance is not only named, but
extravagantly sung out. As Barbara Rossing, to whose work on Revelation I am especially indebted (The
Rapture Exposed), puts it: "In Revelation, we sing our way into God's new vision for our world more than any
other book of the Bible." Revelation is a series of poetic songs --- as the hymns and anthems in this service
well exemplify. "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"
The Lamb: this is the title for in Revelation for Christ, who is the central figure in this book (rather than the
beast). The implication? Christ, crucified and risen is the source of our hope in all struggles against empires
then and now. This not just a platitude but an empowering reality. Notice the incredibly dramatic contrast
here: in the face of the overwhelming military, economic, and political powers that are the arsenal of empire,
stands the compassionate, vulnerable, non-violent power of the Lamb!! The Lamb who has been
slaughtered----what kind of power is that? Instead of a roaring lion, a gentle lamb â�� in fact, the Greek word
implies a little lamb (lambkin)â�¦.who reigns victorious through being slaughtered, and then raised from the
dead, thus revealing God's power made manifest in weakness, which is the heart of a theology of the cross.
That's the figure being raised up here â�� in what is rather surreal or ironic -- with an elaborate, "over the top"
vision of angels falling before this God in Christ â�� the Lamb -- with refrains of "Amen, Blessing, and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!" Now, for my
taste that becomes far too a hierarchical not to mention patriarchal way of imaging God, but for John to make
his theological point, he simply relies on an image that would have been familiar to his hearers. But the point,
however, is that the slaughtered Lamb as an image for God means that we need not and must not try to find
ways to depict our God as being powerful in the same ways God's power is depicted through other faiths.
Revelation's new way of life -- "Lamb-power" -- is centered in Jesus self-giving love, a love strong enough to
resist and refuse to submit to injustice, and and never giving up attempts to change the world, or to tray to
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escape from it.
Depicted here is far more than individual salvation, but instead, this encompasses the collective destiny of all
creation -- through the Lamb's definitive victory over all the forces of oppression and death. For John, the
resurrection of Christ inaugurates the new world willed by God, and brings together the innumerable people
of God â�� the great multitude from every nation, tribe and peoples, crying out in worship of this God, rather
than the Roman emperor or any other figure or system.
The Lamb who was slain has begun his reignâ�¦a reign that is life-giving rather than death-wielding, a
promise put in very material, this-worldly terms: "they will hunger no more, and thirst no more, the sun will
not strike them, nor any scorching heatâ�¦for at the center of the throne will be their shepherd." The Lamb is
not just a passive victim but is transformed in this passage, and in other texts for today, into a human figure, a
shepherd who gently leads, feeds, gives drink, comforts, and heals.
Thus, Revelation is not about predicting end-times but proclaiming the significance of Jesus' crucifixion and
resurrection, not only for Christians, but for all people and for all of creation. It is a polemic against all those
forces that oppress people and devastate the earth, Similar to the Exodus, here Jesus the Lamb is given a role
kind of like that of Moses â�� to lead the people into a new land, a new way of life. The Israelites were to
journey out of Egypt, and Christians are to journey out of empire.
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain (7:12). The Lamb is victorious over the Beast, life is victorious over death,
love over hatred and violence. And as those who receive the body and blood of Christ, and who thus
participate in the death and resurrection of Christ â�� we also are victorious through the Lamb. AMEN
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