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"You are a butterfly,
and butterflies are free to fly,
fly awayâ�¦ High awayâ�¦ Bye Bye"
Du bist ein Schmetterling und Schmetterlinge sind frei zu fliegen, wegzufliegen, hoch hinau zu fliegen.
These are words from an Elton John song.
Diese Worte stamen aus einem Lied von Elton John
This evening we want to invite you to think that you are a butterfly.
Wir laden euch heute abend ein wie Schmetterlinge zu sein.

(Lus sings: And butterflies are free to fly, fly awayâ�¦ high awayâ�¦ bye bye)

(Lus asks) Dagmar, can you think of yourself as a butterfly?
(Dagmar, in German) Lus, are you a butterfly?
(Lus) Stephen, are you a butterfly?
(Dagmar) Marc, bist Du ein Schmetterling?

Throughout Lent, some of us have been reflecting upon those things that make our lives heavy, those feelings
or perceptions that weigh us down. But this Easter Eve we want to be able to see ourselves as people who are
capable of emptying our emotional or cognitive luggage in order to become light, light enough to fly.

The story we heard from Exodus calls us to leave behind that which is binding us; it challenges us to leave
behind what brings us security to trust in God's word. The people of the story in Exodus decided to leave
behind what they knew as home, Egypt, and what they had considered shelter and nourishment in order to
enter an unknown experience. It might be a risk not knowing what is coming (bad experiences in the desert).
Sometimes we prefer to stick to the status quo, even when that means being bound, oppressed, not free. Easter
reminds us to have hope, not to look back for too long, to empty ourselves of what has the power to get us
stuck. Easter invites us to discover the new gift of grace, to ease our fears so that our "luggage" becomes
lighter.

The New Testament readings in Romans 6 and Matthew 28 point us towards "newness of life". "Just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the father, so we too might walk in newness of Life". "Newness of
life" has to do with us allowing ourselves to have a different perspective, to look at something from a different
point of view, to stand on an alternative ground.

We should not stay long at the empty tomb, for the reality of resurrection cannot be found there. But the body
might have been stolen? So the Gospel writers are also clear on that account. The body is not in the tomb. It
was not stolen. He is resurrected, the only option left.

The tomb in which Jesus was not found tells us to search for life someplace else. It calls forth our capacity to
look beyond, to change. We need to adjust our point of view in order to enter into new experiences of
lightness and life.

Good Friday and Easter Eve remind us of fundamental questions in life: suffering, death, life after death?
These questions make our life bearable; they keep our sympathy awake with those who are suffering and
dying and they keep our hope awake. Resurrection is the clearest protest against suffering and the answer to
all the dying we endure.

With the death of Jesus everything was cleaned up, all burdens, all failures, all sorrow, all vulnerability; in his
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resurrection, our death is redeemed and we become vulnerable to the grace of God.
Grace wide enough to receive us and to make us part of God's own family. Grace powerful enough to bring
happiness to our hearts and smiles to our face.

In a few moments we will baptise Geoffrey. Geoffrey is 12 years-old and decided recently to be baptised.
When I asked him why he wanted to be baptised, he said that he wants to be part of the family of God. He
added, "every time I come to the worship, I feel happy". And then he gave me that big smile he has and I was
immediately convinced I was going to baptize him.

Geoffrey, can you imagine yourself being a butterfly?
(Dagmar to Lus) Lus, are you a butterfly?
(Perhaps Lus sings again: And butterflies are free to fly, fly awayâ�¦ high awayâ�¦ bye bye)
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