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In the midst of fears and doubts, a familiar voice speaks unlocking our prisons, sending us forth, and revealing
who we are and who we will be.
A fragment of a poem by Cesar Vallejo, a Peruvian poet says: Nobody either looks for me or recognizes me.
Even I, myself, have forgotten who I will be.
The disciples, locked in that room for fear of the Jews, had forgotten who they would be. They were hidden
and running away from any possible encounter with any accuser or witness of the crucifixion of Jesus. They
had no idea yet who they would become. They were afraid, so they locked themselves in. They were afraid, so
they couldn't plan any future.
Fear locks us in. It makes us unable to face challenges, to look for alternatives, to recognize what is new, to
say the truth, to envision a future. Fear blocks us from seeing who we are, who we could be and who God
wants us to become.
In this situation of fear Jesus comes in the midst of the disciples and says: Peace be with you. Peace be with
you was a standard greeting. But a familiar voice evoked memories and feelings and connected those who
heard it with the owner of the voice. So, I imagine what happened in that moment: the disciples recognized
the voice, it was Jesus' voice. But Jesus had died and even when some of them saw that his body was not in
the tomb they didn't know what had really happened. So now, besides being afraid they were also confused.
Jesus understood their confusion and, in order to help them to realize that he was himself, he showed them his
hands and side. The disciples were caught in a mixture of joy, surprise, excitement, trying to believe their own
eyes, to recollect pieces of memories and words and to rebuild themselves as individuals and as community.
They were starting to overcome their fear and confusion when Jesus said for the second time: Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me so I send you". By saying this Jesus was redefining their identities and their
future. Jesus was saying: you do not belong to this locked room; you belong to the world to which you were
called to announce the good news of salvation that God has given to everyone through my death and
resurrection. You belong to God, to me and to those who love you now and who will love you in the future.
You belong to the truth that nobody is excluded from God's grace and love. Can you recognize yourselves as
such? Then Jesus breathed over them just as God had done in the beginning at the creation of human beings,
and gave them the Holy Spirit.
Thomas was not there. He didn't see Jesus; he didn't hear his voice. So, he didn't believe. Would the other
disciples have believed if they hadn't seen Jesus and hadn't heard his voice? And you, would you have
believed?
One week later, when Jesus came to their midst again, he said: Peace be with you. But he didn't stop with the
greeting. He went straight to Thomas, 'Put your finger here and see my hands.' Jesus had to deal with that
which was critical, the suspicion of Thomas.
Jesus invites us to deal immediately with those questions that are crucial for us. He teaches us to stop putting
things off and solve them.
Thomas had doubts just like all of us. We doubt about life, ourselves, others and even God. It is Ok to have
doubts. Doubt is what makes us to ask further questions, to search for deeper reasons, and more meaningful
truths. But Jesus teaches us that our doubts cannot remain as such; they have to be solved. If what we doubt is
essential for us, we can be consumed by it if we don't solve it. So we have to get to the bottom of it.
'Put your finger here and see my hands.' Thomas didn't need to touch because he had already believed. He
believed when he saw Jesus and when he heard Jesus' voice. The doubt of Thomas is the doubt of those who
are not able to be reached by the voices with power to transform their lives; it is the doubt of those who can
not recognize in the voices around themselves enough familiarity in order to feel that they belong to a place, a
people, a community, a world, to God. It is the doubt of those who are uprooted from themselves. It is the
doubt of those who forgot who they are and who they will be.
What locked rooms are you hiding in this morning?
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Hear the voice of Jesus, Peace be with you.
What is making you anxious and afraid?
Jesus invites us, Touch me. Feel my wounds, wounds of hope. Nobody is excluded from God's grace.
What doubts are imprisoning you?
Jesus gives us the gift of belief. With faith in him we can rebuild our lives and our communities. He invades
our hiding places; he unlocks our prisons; he reveals who we are and who we will be.
Amazing! He breathes over us and there is peace.
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