
Rev. John Moyer Acts 9: 1-6
Good Morning. Christ is Risen.
This morning we are on the Road to Damascus. We are followers of the Way. We are followers of Jesus.
There are rumors that Saul of Tarsus is also on the Road to Damascus traveling from Jerusalem to Syria to
continue the persecution of followers of Jesus. This is very bad news. We are fearful.
Saul is a deeply religious man. He is a Pharisaic Jew with high priestly authority to defend the Law of the
Torah. He also has the authority to arrest and imprison the followers of the Way which he has done with zeal
in Jerusalem. He believes that these followers of Jesus are heretics that must be forced out of Jerusalem and
Damascus, imprisoned and tried for heresy.
The recent stoning and murder of Stephen is still on your mind. We remember the trial that accused Stephen
of speaking against the Temple and the Law. We remember that Stephen, a Jew who followed Jesus, the
Galilean Jew had affirmed that Jesus was the Righteous One. We remember that Stephen, who had received
the Holy Spirit, said that God the Most High does not need temples and ranks of priests to be worshipped and
that Jesus was the Righteous One who proclaimed the reign of God. For these supposed blasphemies Stephen
was stoned and we remember that Saul was there and approved it.
After that a great persecution of the followers of Jesus began in Jerusalem and Saul had gone from house to
house to find these followers and put them in prison. So we fled to Syria to escape the persecution and now
we know that Saul is after us on the Road to Damascus. He has letters to the Synagogues in Damascus from
the High Priests giving him the power to seize men and women who are followers of the Way and bring them
back to Jerusalem for trial.
If that was not bad enough we are also considered criminals by the Romans for not committing ourselves to
the Imperial Cult. We refused to say that Caesar is the Son of God. We are fleeing for your lives.
Then word arrives that on the Road to Damascus Saul has seen a great light and heard a voice saying, "I am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Go to Damascus and you will be told what to do. Saul, blinded by the light,
goes to the city. In the city Ananias, a disciple of Jesus, lays hands on Saul and tell him that his sight will be
regained and that Saul will be filled with the Holy Spirit. Paul was then baptized by the disciples in Damascus
and began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus was the Christ.
Paul, sees a light from above, acknowledges that Jesus is Lord, is baptized and is sent out by his Post-Easter
Lord to begin his ministry and mission.
In Luke's Book of Acts he tells Theophilus how the disciples and followers of the Way had taken the story of
the life, crucifixion and resurrection of the Righteous One to the Greek speaking Jews and others in the world
beyond Galilee, Judea and Samaria and how the Holy Spirit has made all of this possible.
Luke tells Paul's story in the context of his selected stories of the mission of some of the disciples to Turkey
and Greece. Luke mentions Paul, Peter, Barnabus, Phillip, Stephen, Silas, Timothy, Lydia, and Apollos. Their
sermons together include the basic elements of the Faith: Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah. He was sent by
God (God's Mission) for the salvation of the world. Jesus was crucified. God raised Jesus up. Christ will
return in Glory. In response people must repent, believe, be baptized, receive Holy Spirit, and join community
of believers to carry out the mission of Jesus. Such a compilation was vital in the Greek speaking world in the
90's. This is Luke's response. What was Paul's response?
Paul saw that Jesus was crucified by the power of the Roman military on orders of the Roman consul. He saw
that by the Power of God Jesus was raised up. Jesus was crucified by Romans and resurrected by God.
Paul saw that Roman Peace was based on a policy of brutal occupation and justified by the Imperial Cult that
said that Caesar was divine and the son of God. Caesar was Lord of the world.
Paul understood that no longer should Jewish religious authorities (including those supporting Roman
occupation) use the Law to prosecute women and men who are followers of Jesus the Lord. Paul tells us about
the women who gave leadership and vision to the Way. We think of Prisca, Nympha, Phoebe, Chloe, Lydia,
Martha and the Marys.
God's power also has overcome Rome's concept of Peace. A peace won through military occupation and mass
murder was rejected in favor of a peace created by communities committed to love, mercy and justice.
God's power is not under the control of any Imperial Cult nor Temple nor their priesthoods nor their
interpretation of the Law. God's power is understood through living life in keeping with the Torah. God's
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mission is the reign of God. The peace and salvation of the world comes from the Holy Spirit. Life is no
longer controlled by systems that dominate. We understand that when we are baptized we are then sent with
the Power of the Holy Spirit to live and participate in communities committed to love, forgiveness and justice
grounded in God's mission to us. This is a gift. It is not forced upon us as is Roman Peace.
Paul saw that in Christ there was another way to peace in the world. This peace was grounded in communities
responding to God's gift of grace given through Jesus Christ in faith that our calling and mission may be
fulfilled.

In our time there is a yearning for the Spirit and much talk about spirituality. We reflect today on the blinding
light from heaven through which God's mission was known and mediated to Paul.
How does the Holy Spirit get us to listen and how does She guide us as the Church in Antioch would have
said it. Or how does the Logos guide us as the Church in Alexandria would have said it. Or how does Doctrine
and canon law guide us as the Church in the West would have asked.
On the road to Damascus we may well discern the Spirit from our lie in our families, from our travel, poetry,
prayer, mediation, song, meals, friendships and study. Then there are the languages and disciplines we use.
Does the form of our call to mission lead us to look through the lens of right and wrong thoughts and actions?
Or do we prefer to see through the love of words or through the love of the mystical or perhaps the language
of numbers and physics. For Paul it was overwhelming light and a voice. For us it may be energy and matter.
It may be mind and body, it may be moral and legal, it may be essence and existence, it may be the laughter
and tears of a child. However we discern the Spirit, we are reminded to do it in love. Paul said it much better
than I can in the 13th Chapter of Cor.
If we reject the modes that others have found to discern the Spirit, we do so at our own peril. We are here to
love, not to attack. We are here to live in peace, not domination. We are here to lift each other up, not to
divide and conquer. Let us not repeat the mistakes of those who created crusades, inquisitions, pogroms, witch
hunts, burnings at the stake all in the name of Christ.
Paul has shown us that we are justified, saved, liberated by God's grace and not by our modes of discernment.
Our journey from baptism to calling and calling to mission has been shared with us in love. The Holy Spirit
waits for us to listen and then responds when we can see the light and hear the voice in whatever mediated
form. Christ can be discerned through the Word, through the Spirit and through the humanity of Jesus. In
whatever form and in whatever cultural context Christ calls us to love one another and to go in peach and
serve the Lord.
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