
6th of April, 2008.
3rd Sunday of Easter.

Sermon by Rev. John Moyer
Based on Luke 24:13-35

AN APPEARANCE OF JESUS TO HIS FOLLOWERS

First Part (Jesus himself came near) The Stranger in Our
Midst

The 24th Chapter of the Gospel according to Luke is a witness to one of the appearances of Jesus the Christ
after the resurrection. The framework for the story is liturgical. There is a gathering on the road, the good
news is shared, bread and wine are offered and there is a sending out again into the world. The story begins
with two followers of Jesus who meet a stranger on the road and give him hospitality.

May we take a moment to reflect on our own hospitality to strangers. Generally, what is our reaction to
strangers in Geneva? The irony is that in Geneva most of us are the stranger and the foreigner. Many of us live
in apartments. How many other tenants have we met? It's not easy here. Some of us do or did travel
extensively and we have been treated as strangers in many countries, but also as friends. How do we react
when perceived as a stranger or perhaps a danger to others?

Cleopas and his companion gave hospitality to a stranger even before they knew his name. Had they not
offered hospitality, their walk to Emmaus might have taken a very different turn. In the story hospitality to the
stranger led to revelation of the risen Lord and a blessing from the Lord.

Second Part (But we had hoped) But We Had Hoped that He
Was the Messiah

Cleopas thought that Jesus was dead (it was already the third day since the crucifixion). However, he and his
friend had been with the eleven, their companions and the others when the women returned from the tomb. He
had heard their story.

Who is this friend of Cleopas? They very fact that this person is not named would suggest to many biblical
scholars that this person was a woman. Since the two of them had been with the eleven and their companions
this makes sense. When we read the word "companion" in the Gospel of Luke it usually means that the
unnamed person is a women and married. We can also note that the first person before whom the risen Christ
appeared was Mary Magdalene. What roles do women play in the Gospel of Luke and with the stranger?

Cleopas was waiting for the Messiah. Messiah has different meanings in different cultures. How do you
understand the meaning of Messiah, the Christ? Does your understanding of the Messiah give you hope? Or,
are we a little like Cleopas, sometimes hopeful and sometimes disappointed. Perhaps the reason that it was so
difficult for Cleopas to recognize the risen Lord was his stereotyped understanding of the Messiah and of the
meaning of Messiah in the tradition.
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Part Three (He interpreted to them the things about himself
in all the scriptures) The Stranger proclaimed the Good
News

When has a stranger proclaimed the Good News in your presence? Did it make any differences that it was a
stranger? Have your first impressions of persons in this congregation changed as you got to know them. One
of the great joys when first coming to worship with this congregation is to see and meet people from all
regions of the world and to overcome our cultural, gender and theological stereotypes about how things are
suppose to be. Gospel and culture embrace each other right here in our midst.

Some years ago I was sitting with a friend under a great tree in a park in Hong Kong. I was introduced to a
stranger by my friend. My first impression of this very elderly man with shocking long white hair and beard
was that he must be some kind of guru from some obscure religious movement. However, it turned out that he
had been an officer in the Pakistani Army during its occupation by Great Britain, he held a doctorate in
theology, he had worked for many years in Ghana and had lectured in theology in England, Pakistan, China,
and been a professor of world religions in California and had started the Graduate Program in Religious
Studies at the University of California Santa Cruz. He was a world expert on religious pilgrimages. He was
such a blessing that the following week I invited him to join our meeting in Nanjing where he inspired more
than fifty international and Chinese post graduates. My stereotypes had almost made me missed a profound
experience of revelation and blessing in Nanjing and the beginning of a fine friendship. His name is Noel
King. It all began over a meal outside under a big tree in a park in Hong Kong.

Part Four (Then their eyes were opened) Hospitality,
Revelation, Blessing

Cleopas, his friend and the stranger are about to enter Emmaus. The followers of Jesus are ready to stop for
the evening. The stranger seems to want to continue on alone. They invite him to stay with them and eat
together. Their hospitality continues and so does their blindness. Yet, when the stranger takes the bread,
blesses it and breaks it and gives it to them, they see that the stranger is the resurrected Jesus, the risen
Messiah. Jesus Christ appeared and the stranger vanished.

Hospitality leads to revelation of the Christ and the blessing and hope for the future. With that hope the
followers of Jesus Christ have the courage to continue their mission and ministry in spite of hostility, hatred
and suffering around them.

Following the sharing of the bread and wine in the name of Jesus Christ followers can go in peace and serve
the Lord. We can share the good news. We can go out into the world with hope. We can remember the poor
and know that we are no longer strangers.

Part Five (Then They Told What Happened)

Having recognized the risen Messiah Cleopas and his companion returned a great hurry to Jerusalem to tell
what had happened in Emmaus. This would be good news for the eleven disciples and their companions.
Among these companions were the women who came back from the tomb, the women who served the last
Supper, the women who accompanied the eleven from Galilee and provided for their expenses from their own
funds. In the meantime these men and women in Jerusalem had also heard that The Lord is risen and had
appeared to Simon.
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In our daily lives, in our travels, in our most hospitable and most hostile surroundings and in our worship with
the body of Christ the risen Lord appears to us. The risen Lord appears and the stranger vanishes. With that
hope we begin to live in the reign of God that is always in our midst waiting to be recognized.
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