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This entire interim time has been lived out under the question – What is the future to which God is calling us 
as a congregation?
Piece by piece, step by step, meeting by meeting, worship by worship, prayer by prayer the answer has been 
emerging for us.
We have dreamed dreams and envisioned visions through a congregational survey and focus groups.  
Do you remember some of the dreams and visions we articulated?

• Plant another congregation in Lausanne and/or Bern
• Strengthen youth and young adult ministry 
• Enhance Christian education for all ages – children and adults
• Increase programs of mission and evangelism
• Develop a pastoral counseling center
• Taizé worship and retreats to Taizé
• Inter-Faith worship and dialogs
• Make better connections with our Sharing Concern Projects
• and many, many more.

We have identified areas of expertise we seek in our next pastor and called Rev. Andy Willis to serve as our 
pastor beginning in March. Pastor Willis wrote a wonderful reflection to his present congregation, St. Christopher’s 
Community Church, in Olympia, Washington, which is reprinted in this issue of The Geneva Lutheran. 
In that reflection, in the midst of a time of transition, Andy also looks to the future to which God is calling. 
In many ways his reflection speaks directly to us as well. Please read it and reflect on how it intersects with 
your own hopes, dreams, gratitude and commitment to our congregation. (See Page 3)

This issue of the Geneva Lutheran contains voices of our youth who are also looking to God's future -- for 
themselves as well as for our congregation.  Their hopes and dreams are accompanied by wonderful 
drawings of our congregational life together that were created by our Sunday School children.
The Evangelical  Lutheran Church in America has a tag line that reads “God’s Work. Our Hands.” As we 
identify the future to which God is calling us, God is also equipping us for ministry and mission. How will your 
hands be used to bring our dreams and visions to life?
When visiting with prospective members, I tell them about the Lutheran Church of Geneva. I describe the 
amazing gifts that we have and the challenges that might become opportunities for us. I always tell them that 
this congregation is so talented and capable that we can, with God’s help, do anything we want in terms of 
mission, outreach, ministry.
As we prepare to welcome Pastor Willis, we need all our hands to enable God’s work. Are you able to help 
with one of our concern groups? Is leadership in worship or singing in the choir an area to explore? Do you 
want to grow in your faith through participation in Bible study or a book discussion group or serving in the 
community?  
As I conclude my service as interim pastor, thank you all  for the privilege and opportunity to once again serve 
with you in this remarkable congregation.

GENEVALUTHERAN

Our New Pastor Has Been Called! - By Ralston Deffenbaugh, Congregation President

Blessings of the New Year to each of you!  This is the season of Epiphany, the time of the church year where 
we remember the Light that has burst forth into our world, overcoming all darkness.  There is much darkness 
in our world, much pain and suffering, much cruelty and evil.  Yet we know that that darkness does not have 
the last word.  With the beginning of the Gospel of John, we affirm, “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.”
In my Geneva Lutheran columns this past year I have been reporting on our congregation’s interim process.  
We are nearing the end of this transition time!  On December 15, our Congregation Assembly voted 78-3 to 
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call  the Rev. Andy Willis to serve as our next pastor.  After prayerful discernment, Pastor Willis has accepted 
our call.  Thanks be to God!
Pastor Willis is ordained in the Evangelical  Lutheran Church in America. He is currently in his first pastoral 
call, serving a federated Episcopal-Lutheran congregation, St. Christopher’s Community Church in Olympia, 
Washington, USA. He did his theological  studies at Princeton (a Presbyterian seminary) and Luther (a 
Lutheran seminary) Seminaries in the U.S. For his internship year, he returned to the place of his 
undergraduate studies, St. Olaf College in Minnesota. Between university and seminary, he served for two 
years in Jerusalem and the West Bank with the schools of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church in Jordan and 
the Holy Land.  
A native of Minnesota, Pastor Willis is married to Grete Christenson Willis. They have a toddler son, Trygve 
Benjamin.  
If all goes well with the application for the Swiss work permit, we hope that Pastor Willis will be able to begin 
his ministry with us on March 3, in time for Ash Wednesday and Lent.  
I would like to express special appreciation and thanks to our Call Committee. They worked extremely hard 
and on an ambitious schedule. They did a great job and were blessed to have a strong pool of qualified 
candidates. They continue to serve until the new pastor is installed.  
The members of the Call Committee are:

• Ana Villanueva, co-convener
• Johnny Camaddo, co-convener
• Marit Bauer-Moore
• Colette Bouka Coula
• Njeeri Njoroge
• Abigail Noko
• Roger Schmidt
• Ralston Deffenbaugh, ex-officio

And, last but certainly not least, also a big word of appreciation for the faithful  and wonderful ministry of our 
Interim Pastor, Stephen Larson! He will  continue serving until the new pastor is installed. God has richly 
blessed us through the ministry of Pastor Larson and will continue to do so.  Thank you, Pastor Stephen!

Dear friends in the English-Speaking Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Geneva,

Greetings from Olympia, Washington, and blessings for the new year! It’s my great joy to accept the call to 
serve as your next pastor.
When I climbed aboard the airplane back to Washington after my time with you in November, I guessed that I 
would sleep like a baby after the busy few days. Instead, I sat wide awake, thinking through all I’d been 
privileged to see—your many passions and interests, your gifts and experiences, and the rich worship life of 
which you are all a part. Christ has gathered a 
wonderful community in Geneva, and I’m humbled and 
honored by the opportunity to serve alongside you all.
 
These will be a busy couple of months for my family and 
me, saying goodbye to my present congregation, 
packing our things, and seeing family and friends. Know 
that through it all I will be keeping you in my prayers and 
looking forward to our time together. 
I can’t wait to see where Christ is calling us as a 
community in this new season.
 

Peace,

Andy

Greetings from our New Pastor - By Rev. Andy Willis

Pastor Willis with his wife Grete Christenson Willis and 
their son Trygve Benjamin

Ralston
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1. Pay attention to yourself.
It sounds obvious, but this can be one of the most difficult parts of a transition time. We get caught up in 
emotions or tasks or the flurry of activity, and we forget to acknowledge what’s actually going on with us. 
Emotions are a neutral  thing; they are neither intrinsically good nor intrinsically bad. But they can get the 
better of us if we don’t recognize them and decide how to deal with them. So if you’re feeling some 
excitement at the changes ahead, notice that; if you’re feeling worry or grief, notice that as well, and then 
decide what you want to do with how you’re feeling.
2. Give thanks.
One of the great myths about gratitude is that you need to wait until  you feel  grateful to give thanks. You 
don’t. Giving thanks is a practice, and it’s something you can do regardless of how you feel.
Let me be clear: I don’t mean you should give thanks to me. I mean a time of transition is a great time to 
look at where we’ve been together in the past years and to give thanks to God and to one another for all the 
good ministry we’ve been part of. It’s a great time to give thanks for God’s Spirit that has sustained us in the 
past and will continue to sustain us in the future. Which brings me to number 3….

3. Cultivate hope.
Hope comes from a deep knowledge that 
God has been with us in the past and a deep 
conviction that God will be with us in the 
future. Giving thanks is actually a great step 
toward cultivating hope. Remember that 
times of transition are opportunities for God 
to do a new thing, to enter our stories in a 
new and loving way.
4. Show up.
Again, sounds obvious, but not always easy. 
For many of us, times of transition are times 
we seek to avoid. We can hole up, steer clear 
of others, avoid the uncertain times and 
come back when things have calmed down a 
bit. But the truth is, we need each other in 
these times—we need one another’s faith 

and hope and love. Remember that: when you show up, you’re not just doing it for yourself but also for the 
others in the community who need you.
5. Continue to be the church.
It can’t be said enough. The church is not its clergy or its staff or its buildings; the church is you. The church 
is each one of you, and it’s vitally important that we remember that fact during times of transition. There are 
many ways to live out our calling to be the church, most of them relating to our daily lives in our homes and 
workplaces and community. Being the church also means serving in leadership when the need is present, 
and now is such a time. Consider serving on the Vestry Council, the St. Christopher’s leadership team, in 
this season: your faith and vision are vitally important.
I’m preaching to myself with these words of advice. Times of transition can be difficult, but they can also be 
times for growing in faith and finding new wellsprings of grace. It’s my prayer that now will be such a time of 
growth and discovery for St. Christopher’s.

Peace,
Pastor Andy
On December 31, Pastor Andy announced that he has accepted a call to serve as pastor of the English-
speaking Lutheran congregation in Geneva, Switzerland. His last Sunday day at St. Christopher’s will be 
January 31.

I’ll let you in on a little secret. Much of what pastors preach, they need to hear themselves. Those words of 
grace, those nudges toward new life, those calls to wake up and pay attention—if we’re honest about it, we 
pastors are preaching to ourselves right along with everyone else.
The time ahead is one of transition for St. Christopher’s; it’s one for me, too. And I don’t know about you, but 
I don’t like times of transition very much. They can be scary, and disorienting, and a bit of a roller-coaster 
ride.
You’ve been through lots of transitions before, so you probably have your own words of counsel  on how to 
navigate them with faithfulness and grace. Here’s my shot at it:

Spirituality for Times of Transition - By Rev. Andy Willis
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Anselm, when did you come to Geneva? Why? 
I was born right here in Geneva.
Three words that describe who you are? Do you resemble 
your friends? 
Curious, empathetic, amicable, and it depends on the friends.
From whom have you learned the most… so far? What is it 
that you have learned from him/her? 
My brother, a lot of life lessons.
Your prettiest landscape… where? The snowy mountains, here 
in Geneva.
The perfect dinner? Papa Jones pizza.
Your greatest virtue? Being insightful.
Your best decision? To join the American Boy Choir School.
Secondary school, what is that about? Learning life lessons.
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After secondary school, what might be your next step? And then, is there a dream job awaiting you 
somewhere, or a big trip around the world, or…? 
Going to high school and later studying criminal science.
If you would be Prime Minister for one day, what would be your biggest priority? 
Doing as many positive things as possible to influence the future years.
Is there hope for our world? Depends on the next years.
How do you relax? Listening to music.

Ano Mtata in 17 questions and answers
Ano, when did you come to Geneva? Why? 
I came to Geneva in 2010 because my dad got a job here.
Three words that describe who you are? Do you resemble 
your friends? 
Trustworthy, confident. No, I do not think I resemble my friends.  
From whom have you learned the most… so far? What is it 
that you have learned from him/her? 
From my parents: I have learned to be confident.
Our Sunday service...?
I enjoy my time at church; I just wish it was a little bit more lively.
Your prettiest landscape… where? By the ocean in Durban, 
South Africa.
The perfect dinner? The perfect dinner company? Spaghetti 
Bolognese, with my friends. 
Prayer? It is time to talk to God.
Your greatest virtue? Caring.
Your best decision? Decision to change school.

At the highest summit: which painting, book, movie, music - whatever moves you! 
Hear my prayer, Despicable Me 2...
Secondary school, what is that about? Not yet!
Is there a dream job awaiting you somewhere, or a big trip around the world, …? A teacher or a doctor.
Going out, friendships, how do youngsters like you do (or not do!) that these days? 
Talk and take a walk.
If you would be Prime Minister for one day, what would be your biggest priority?  
Fix the roads and create more jobs. 
Is there hope for our world? I think so; at some point things will be OK.
How do you relax? Watch TV, read books.
Your dream holiday destination? Why? Somewhere with nature; where I can discover many things.
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Drew, when did you come to Geneva? Why? 
August 2013 for my dad's job at P&G.
Three words that describe who you are? 
Small, speedy, and strategic.  
From whom have you learned the most… so far? What is it 
that you have learned from him/her? 
From my parents: I have learned to be confident.
Our Sunday service...?
I enjoy the music at the service - there are so many different 
types; African, Asian, maybe even Swiss music.
Your prettiest landscape… where? 
A field anyplace where it is warm.
The perfect dinner? The perfect dinner company? 
My perfect dinner is buttered noodles and potatoes with sour 
cream and Cincinnati-style chili and I'd like to share it with all my 
friends. I'd really like my Swiss friends to meet my Cincinnati 
friends.

At the highest summit: which painting, book, movie, music - whatever moves you! 
I love a nice warm bed and time to think. Sleeping is pretty good too. Artemis Fowl is a most memorable 
book because it introduced a new literature genre to me. And, an older boy read me the first half of it as a 
service project and he has become very important to me.
Secondary school, what is that about? Lots of work and lots of fun (I hope).
Is there dream job awaiting you somewhere, or a big trip around the world, …? 
My dream job would be a professor of mythology, but there's probably not a good job market for that. 
An archeology degree would be great, but I might not have the patience to work a dig properly.
Going out, friendships, how do youngsters like you do (or not do!) that these days? 
I played Age of Empires with some great guys (see previous answer) and now I go on Skype and play 
Minecraft with my US friends as have now added some friends I have made at school here. I also a love to 
play a card game called Magic.
If you would be Prime Minister for one day, what would be your biggest priority?  
My biggest priority, to be honest, would be to establish an institution in Africa where people could support 
themselves and learn skills to take out into their country to lead improvements.
Is there hope for our world? Yes. Definitely yes. I have no reason to say that, but I know it's true.
How do you relax? Book, bed, blankets.
Your dream holiday destination? Why? Theoretically, it would be a place that has a beach, with zip lining, 
and a lot of guys who share my interests. Maybe on the East Coast of the US.

Prayer? Amen.
Your greatest virtue? Craziness.

What 
do you like 
the best in 
Church?
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Sam, when did you come to Geneva? Why? 
I moved to Geneva in late August of 2011 because my mom 
took a job at the LWF.
Three words that describe who you are? Do you resemble 
your friends?
Friendly, loyal and caring. Yes I do believe I resemble my 
friends because we are bound to influence each other in some 
sort of way.
From whom have you learned the most… so far? What is it 
that you have learned from him/her? 
So far, most of what I have learned is probably from my father.  
He has taught me to strive to do better as well as the 
importance of family and friends.
Our Sunday service...?
I enjoy the Sunday services at our church. The way it is 
conducted, the different languages resembles all the different 
cultures in our community, and makes that everyone is able to 
bring something different to the service - which makes it 
unique. 

Your prettiest landscape… where? 
On the Indian Ocean shore in Mombasa, Kenya. 
The perfect dinner? The perfect dinner company? 
The perfect dinner would be just having a simple meal with friends or family.
Prayer? The prayers at our church are really special as the way they are conducted makes you feel part of 
a bigger community, not just the ELCG.
Your greatest virtue? I am an extremely loyal person.
Your best decision? The people I decide to hang out with and the friends I make because they will 
influence you in one way or another, and you have to be make sure that the right people influence your life.
At the highest summit: which painting, book, movie, music - whatever moves you! 
That would probably be a song called Changes by Tupac. The song was written around 1994, I enjoy the 
song mainly because of the deep lyrics as it addresses the problems in society at the time. It also shows 
how far we have come listening to it now, how things have changed in society for the better.
Secondary school, what is that about? A lot of work that never seems to end.  But I believe it is about 
preparing you for college and life as you definitely have to be organized in order to stay afloat.
After secondary school, what might be your next step? And then, is there a dream job awaiting you 
somewhere, or a big trip around the world, or…?  
After secondary, my next stop would be college.  Afterwards I would love to travel the world and go to many 
different places. 
Going out, friendships, how do youngsters like you do (or not do!) that these days? 
I like going to the movies with my friends or just hang out with them.
If you would be Prime Minister for one day, what would be your biggest priority?  
My biggest priority would be to try and reduce the level of injustice in my country, as injustice is amongst the 
biggest problems in Tanzania.
Is there hope for our world? 
Yes, I believe there is hope. Mainly because no matter how much bad there will be, there is always a going 
to be a person who will do good. Also, most parents teach their children what is good and what is not good. 
These lessons will always be with the child even when the child is grown-up, and so yes, I do believe there 
is hope.
How do you relax? 
I relax mainly by being with my friends playing football or just sitting in my room listening to music. 
Your dream holiday destination? Why? 
My dream destination would probably be somewhere in the Bahamas because firstly I haven’t been there 
and secondly because it looks like such a wonderful place to relax.
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Your prettiest landscape… where? 
This summer, I was canoeing in the lakes of Ontario and we would head off right at sunrise. It was so 
beautiful being surrounded by wilderness: the forest, the smooth lake and the rising sun.
The perfect dinner? The perfect dinner company? 
I absolutely love our Swiss fondue. It's so joyful it really brings people together. I guess just with people who 
enjoy the food and are ready to laugh a lot.
Prayer? I've always prayed in Hungarian because my grandmother and my mother taught me my first 
prayers. I still say the same bedtime prayer they taught me. 
Your greatest virtue? Loyalty.
Your best decision? Keeping Latin in school. That may sound strange but right now it's the subject I'm 
happiest with. I used to not really like Latin but now it's my favorite subject and I enjoy it so much.
At the highest summit: which painting, book, movie, music - whatever moves you! 
I think I can be moved by all three. I love books because on one hand, they transport you into another world, 
yet on the other hand they make you think about your own world. But I really need music. It helps me get 
into my own ‘bubble’ and I enjoy it a lot.
Secondary school, what is that about? It's really interesting, I feel like I'm finally learning something. 
It's also a lot of work, but I do it with a little more pleasure than before.
After secondary school, what might be your next step? And then, is there a dream job awaiting you 
somewhere, or a big trip around the world, or…?  
Ideally, I would like to go to study in the US, but we'll see… If only I knew my dream job, it would make 
things easier because, honestly, for now too many things interest me, I can't decide yet. 
Going out, friendships, how do youngsters like you do (or not do!) that these days? 
I think all generations are similar. People just forget (or remember too well!) how it is to be a teenager.       
If you would be Prime Minister for one day, what would be your biggest priority?  
Fighting against sexism and all the different kind of things women can be victim of.
Is there hope for our world? 
Of course there is! I mean I think there will always be evil but the good must always fight against it.
How do you relax? 
I like watching TV shows to relax, you don't need to think much.  But I enjoy reading more, sadly sometimes 
I'm just too tired.
Your dream holiday destination? Why? 
I'm fascinated by Greek and Roman civilization so I would love to do a tour of all the interesting archeological 
sites with someone as passionate as me.

Julia, when did you come to Geneva? Why? 
I was born in Geneva but my grandparents came here with my 
aunt and mother because my grandfather worked at the 
Lutheran World Federation.
Three words that describe who you are? Do you resemble 
your friends?
Curious, determined, enthusiastic. I think I do resemble my 
friends in most aspects but I am far from thinking that we are the 
same.
From whom have you learned the most… so far? 
What is it that you have learned from him/her? 
Both my parents, in different ways. My mother is an inspiration 
and I greatly admire her and my father helps me understand the 
world and myself better.
Our Sunday service...?
I love our Sunday service! It's so alive! I also love the fact that 
we sing songs from all over the world. I've been to other services 
around the world and each time I can't help thinking how it would 
be more interesting in our church. Because, let's face it, most 
churches are a little boring after you've been to ours.
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If you would be Prime Minister for one day, what 
would be your biggest priority?  
Probably … have a day of pure fun just because I 
can. I couldn't get anything useful done in only one 
day, so why not have fun with it!
Is there hope for our world? 
Yeah, definitely! I don't think that our world will ever 
be just like it was when we first came into it, nothing 
is ever the same. But if we try to help our world in 
some way, I think that some changes could be made 
for the better.
How do you relax? 
Chilling with my friends, reading, going on Tumblr 
etc. :)
Your dream holiday destination? Why? 
Fiji, because the beaches and the people are 
amazing there!  My preferred island would be 
Castaway Island:)

Marit, when did you come to Geneva? Why? 
I came to Geneva at the end of August, last year, 
because of my moms' job.
Three words that describe who you are? Do 
you resemble your friends?
I am talkative, artistic, and pretty bossy :) I think 
each of my friends resemble a certain quality that I 
have. Whether or not 
I've given it to them or they've given it to me, I have 
no clue.
From whom have you learned the most… so 
far? What is it that you have learned from him/
her? 
I've learned the most from my teachers. They give 
me knowledge about everyday situations that I take 
with me throughout life.
Our Sunday service...?
I wasn't there last Sunday because I was sick. 
Sorry!
Your prettiest landscape… where? 
I have too many!  There’s this one view of the Jura 
on a trail near my boyfriend's house that's 
absolutely stunning!
The perfect dinner? The perfect dinner 
company? 
Probably anything I love, accompanied by a lot of 
friends and family.
Prayer? Meaning a prayer that I know well?
Now I lay me down to sleep
I pray the Lord my soul to keep
If I should die before I wake
I pray the Lord my soul to take
I used to say this before I went to sleep every night 
when I was little.
Your greatest virtue? 
I think that I'm pretty mature for my age 
(sometimes). I try to be nice and welcome new 
people to the school.
Your best decision? 
Keeping my mind open every time we move. I think 
that if I didn't do that, I would be miserable!
At the highest summit: which painting, book, 
movie, music - whatever moves you! 
Definitely The Fault in our Stars by John Green. It's 
so good!
After secondary school, what might be your 
next step? And then, is there a dream job 
awaiting you somewhere, or a big trip around 
the world, or…? College, I guess.
Going out, friendships, how do youngsters like 
you do (or not do!) that these days? 
Well friendships mostly are a lot of fun. Going out 
to Geneva, going to the movies, it's all a blast!     

What 
do you like 
the best in 
Church?
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Carola, can you describe a strong memory of 
our Church life? 
I remember a beautiful service with Lusmarina 
dancing, lighting candles and a warm and 
comforting atmosphere.
What do you like about our Congregation, what 
could do with improvement…?
I really like the cultural diversity of the congregation 
and that there is something strong that overcomes 
differences and brings people together. I did not 
like that, for a long time, I did not feel integrated, 
more like a visitor.  
What are you doing now?   
I am studying psychology. It is the ‘science’ of why 
people do what they do. Currently I am specializing 
in clinical psychology and psychotherapy which focuses on people who are affected by mental illnesses, and 
on how to help them and others to improve their mental well being through psychotherapy. 
The future plan?
I would like to work with people and their families with chronic and terminal illnesses who are facing death 
and loss. Ideally, I would like to combine this with part-time work as an Ayurvedic consultant/nutritionist. 

Vincent Lohmann in 4 questions and answers

Vincent, can you describe a strong memory of our Church life? 
One strong memory of Church impacting my life, more than a specific 
memory of a service: I was standing in the cold (it was winter), feeling 
very lonely, waiting for my bus after gymnastics practice. The bus times 
were very unfortunately synced with the practice times so that I had to 
wait about 30-40 minutes. I was quite depressed because I had again 
not dared to attempt new things at the gymnastics practice (the salto 
exit on the rings for example). And then I remembered the song from 
Church, Jesus remember me when I come into your Kingdom. And I 
was singing to myself, and it was just such a warm great comforting 
feeling. Now in retrospect this seems quite silly. But the fact that I still 
remember this is probably a testament to its importance to me.
What do you like about our Congregation, what could do with 
improvement…?
I would have to say that what I liked the most about Church was the 
singing. I would often flip ahead in the paper handout to see what 
songs were on this week during communion, hoping that there would 
be some multipart things. I think a large part of making this aspect of 
the service so enjoyable was Terry, when he'd be playing the 
accordeon, or getting really enthusiastic on the piano.
What I liked least. Probably the scripture readings, which may sound a 
bit like blasphemy. It just seems like taking these small bits of the Bible 
out of context makes them very difficult to understand, if they don't 
happen to be a familiar story (one of Jesus' analogies say). Especially 
the Old Testament reading I found myself always zoning out, losing the 
thread of what was happening.  

What are you doing now?   
I'm studying economics, and probably everyone knows what that's about. Note that this is not at all the same 
as finance. We have almost never spoken about finance. I have almost no clue of what banks or stocks, etc. 
are. We mostly introduce some abstract, but fairly simple models, write them down mathematically and try to 
deduce some interesting things about what we find for the equilibrium solutions say. 
The future plan?
I would ideally probably like to become a regulator working for the Finma, the Swiss financial market 
regulation authority. Definitely in the public sector somewhere.
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Rendez-vous with... Rogate R. Mshana

A strong childhood memory? What did your Sundays look like in those days?  
I thought God was an old man sitting on a big chair wearing sandles. We saw the photo of God in the church 
window. Every Sunday the order of worship was the same.
Your prettiest landscape… where?  
My village was the prettiest with rivers and mountains planted with bananas and coffee trees.
The perfect dinner? The perfect dinner company? 
When we gathered in Geneva to celebrate our Independence day and when we had our potluck dinner at our 
church every year we had excellent company.
God? Prayer?  
God Transcends all cultures and nations. I love the Lords prayer but it has to be modified to say God is father 
and mother or simply God.
 

In love for the first time...
This was in 1970.
Your greatest virtue? And vice…?  
Hope and hopelessness.
Your best decision?  
To work for justice and human dignity.
At the highest summit: which painting? Which book? Which movie? Which music? 
How Europe Underdeveloped Africa by Walter Rodney; The Titanic and the music is Down the rivers of 
Babylon by Bob Marley.
Secondary school, what was that all about? And what did your country look like in those days?  
It was the time after colonialism and the country was extremely poor. The first president declared freed 
education for all  that made me lucky to enter secondary school. Only 1% of those who did exams were 
chosen because secondary schools were not sufficient for all children. Those who received the privilege 
were expected to go back and serve communities as doctors, nurses and teachers etc. Education was not 
only for personal gain but also to serve others in communities.
Your greatest fear?  
Injustice.
 

After secondary school, what was your next step? Did you have a ‘master plan’ for your future?  
I entered the university and when I came out I researched on how to help young people in the rural  areas. I 
joint the Christian Council  of Tanzania and worked in the area of rural vocational  education. My master plan 
for the future was how to participate meaningfully in rural  development to  fight against poverty, disease and 
ignorance.

When did you come to Geneva? Why? 
I came to Geneva with my family on 31st January 2000 to 
work at the World Council of Churches as a program 
Executive for Economic Justice.  
Three adjectives that describe who you are? Do you 
resemble your friends? 
Loving, kind but critical to injustice. I think I resemble 
some of my friends.
From whom have you learned the most? What is it 
that you have learned from him/her?  
I have learnt a lot from Mwl. Julius Nyerere our former 
president. To do justice and respect human dignity for all.
Which traits do you appreciate in the opposite 
gender?  
Love and resilience.
Our Congregation… Our Sunday service…  
A very good occasion to experience worship with many 
nationalities and cultures.
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Going out, friendships, relations, how did you do that in those days? 
There was no going out as such. We had gatherings at football marches and state celebrations. In the 
evenings there were occasions that young people organized dancing evenings.
 

If you would be Prime Minister for one day…? Our leaders, what’s the point they’re missing? Is there 
hope for our world? 
They are missing good leadership and in many the people are not the basis of development. Putting the 
people at the centre means working with them and being their student all the time. Yes, There is hope for the 
world because we have already set norms of human rights and dignity in the world. The issue is to 
implement them.
 

Geneva, what is that for you?  
It is an expensive city that embraces business and less on the people. Taxation is too high and insurances 
take too much money from the people. The city is, nevertheless nice in terms of the environment. It is green 
and clean.
 

How do you relax?  
Walking and reading around the lake.
What is your motto in life? Where did that come from?  
To do Justice. It came from my struggles against poverty. Poverty  does not just happen, its many cause is 
injustice.
 

Life … do you think you have figured it out now …?  
My life is struggling for justice and Peace.

What 
do you like 
the best in 
Church?



Rendez-vous with... Lia Wolters-Berghout
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When did you come to Geneva? Why? 
Hielke and I came to the Geneva Area in 2007 when 
Hielke started working for the WCC. After one year I also 
found employment, as a pastor of the Dutch Church 
around the Lake of Geneva.  
Three adjectives that describe who you are? Do you 
resemble your friends? 
I find it difficult to describe myself. People say that I am 
social and devoted to the things in which I am involved. 
I think I tend to take things too seriously. My friends are 
social people too, so maybe we resemble one another.
From whom have you learned the most? What is it 
that you have learned from him/her?  
Hielke and I have done a part of our theological education 
at the United Theological  College in Bangalore, India.  
That period was very enriching for me, opening other 
perspectives than my own Dutch Reformed tradition. Our 
mentor Christopher Duraisingh taught us how the culture 
in which one is rooted determines his or her faith. He 
called himself an Indian hyphenated Christian.  An Indian 
Christian e.g. thinks differently than an African Christian.  
Therefore he utilized Hindu metaphors for expressing Christian faith. This concept of culturally determined 
Christian thinking has helped me in pastoral  care for people from churches with other theological concepts 
than my own when I was a chaplain in a retirement home, and it still  helps me in our multi-denominational 
congregation. Every denomination has its church culture.
Which traits do you appreciate in the opposite gender?  
When I started my ministry 30 years ago, nearly all my colleagues were men. This sometimes let to 
humorous situations. What to think of a meeting in a colleague’s home where the pastors were seated 
around a table and their wives in the other part of the room. I decided to start with the wives during the 
traditional Dutch reception with coffee and then to move to the table for the serious part of the meeting. After 
that followed a verre d’amitié. I chose to stay with my colleagues as they were exchanging about their 
ministry and the things happening in their congregations. The men were so kind to tell  me that I was allowed 
to go back to the women, but I told them that I rather stayed. Next meetings men and women where mixed, 
which also gave the women the opportunity to be more involved in the discussions on church related issues. 
Nowadays men are more used to female ministers and I very much appreciate their professional attitude 
towards me.
Our Congregation… Our Sunday service…  
I love the creativity of our Sunday services and the multi-cultural  influences in it. I love the singing in so many 
languages and tunes. So in the first year when I had no employment yet, I joined the choir and the worship 
concern group. I wanted to know how the services where created and to be part of that process. It was a 
very inspiring period with Terry and other people. Now, sometimes I copy ideas for my own services, but our 
Dutch church has a very different culture, so the possibilities to do that are limited.
A strong childhood memory? What did your Sundays look like in those days?  
I grew up in a traditional Reformed family.  Church was very important for my parents, both doing a lot of 
volunteer work for it and they were several  periods member of the church council. At that time our church 
had two services on a Sunday and as a teenager I also attended on the same Sundays the GJV (= the 
Reformed Youth Association) where the first part of the meetings consisted of discussions on a subject that 
was proposed and explained by one of the members using a church youth periodical  for the background 
information. The second part was more relaxing doing games and other fun. So my first theological 
exercises were in this group.
God? Prayer?  
As a pastor you pray a lot and sometimes I think: ‘dear God here I am again!’ I have experienced that 
praying helps people in need, not so much that God is resolving their problems, but that by praying they 
receive trust that they are not alone in their needs. Praying has helped me too in a difficult time of my life.  I 
could only find peace through prayer.  Praying helped me to come out of my little world and to see things in a 
larger perspective. During that period there was a moment when I strongly experienced God’s presence and 
whenever I have doubts, the memory of that moment still  helps me. Of course in church as a pastor you are 
expected to say a lot of things about God – whom, however, we hardly know, nor are we able to 
conceptualize God. One can only speak about God in metaphors or by using the words of poets, and maybe 
the songs and rituals are much more important than a sermon. There have been moments, and I think ever 
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pastor goes through periods like that, that my faith was not so strong. Then I trusted the faith of the 
community that carried me. 
 

Your best decision?  
I think my best decision was to come to this region, even giving up my own employment.  It was good to 
have some distance after a difficult period and to make a new start here in Switzerland and France.
How do you relax?  
After a long time of ministry I have learned that even a pastor has to relax. I love painting, both in our house 
that we are renovation and on canvas. I like reading and also writing. And I find gardening very relaxing. It is 
good to be in touch with nature, to smell the soil  when you work it and to observe the little animals around 
you (though I don’t appreciate them all in my garden!).
 

Life … do you think you have figured it out now …?  
I don’t think life has to be figured out.  It has to be lived with its ups and downs and to be gratefully enjoyed.  
To be a flower in God’s garden is a metaphor that helps me not to feel  guilty anymore that I cannot do more 
than I can do. I don’t need to be the Messiah, nor to be his equivalent. But in my place in God’s garden I am 
a little element in the richness of his creation. 

 

What 
do you like 
the best in 
Church?
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The quaint old house is a gaping skeleton now. Its roof wrenched off. Decapitated. The grand old trees, 
which had solidly stood guard over it, are no more, and Madame Golay is dead. Dead for some two months 
before we ever found out. She’d lived in the chalet behind our house. Our back yards sharing a worn and 
crumbling picket fence over which her booming voice carried as she called her dogs to heel. She’d been a 
good neighbour, as far as neighbours here go: with a wave and a smile when our eyes met and time for a 
chat when our paths crossed. Mostly about the dogs.

She had lived all her life in the beautiful old chalet where she died. She’d known nearly all  the long held 
secrets locked away behind tall, trim hedges and forbidding electric  gates in our little street. She had known 
a past, before the newer houses were built: when two grand old chalets had stood alone in a forest thick with 
magnificent old trees. A forest stretching across what is now the busy main road, and sloping steeply down, 
all the way to the river.

Now she is dead. Her front gate, which had always been kept shut, stands open to the busy road where 
traffic races; invading her absence with its noise and its glares. The ‘Beware of the Dog’ sign on the gate has 
been removed, leaving a dark green patch in the paint. Like a memory. Her new Alsatian puppy, passed on 
to another home, no longer irks us with its relentless barking. Her booming voice, now silenced, does not, 
cannot, call through the darkness for him to shut up.

No note was dropped in our post box. No messenger came to the door. Our neighbour of almost ten years 
had died and no one thought to tell  us. She had been dead two months before the young man who was 
ripping out the old picket fence said simply, ‘She is dead’ as if, somehow, we should have known. 

Workers are knocking down the charming old house that faced Madame Golay’s chalet across the busy main 
road. She had probably looked out at that house since she was a girl, long before the big road had ploughed 
its noisy way between them. She had possibly, with the years, watched the old house gradually shy away 
from the bustle and take cover behind the thick trunks and the canopies of the sheltering trees that reached 
ever upwards to their majestic heights.

Had she died before the bulldozers came to pull  down the familiar, sheltering trees in all their majesty?  
Before they came to tear down the friendly, old house, cowering beneath the great canopies? Or had she 
died because they came?

Cynthia wrote this story a couple of years 
ago, a few months after Mrs. Golay’s death. 
Last month her magnificent old chalet was 
torn down by real estate developers. Shortly 
after these images were taken the demolition 
work was completed.

Madame Golay - By Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi



Reflections from Canada: Fated to walk this path - By Kristine Greenaway
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In hindsight, it seems inevitable that I would end up working for the 
church. One might even say I was pre-destined for this career path. But, 
as someone who knows only enough about Calvin to recognize ‘pre-
destination’ as a tricky word, I will  opt for words that are less 
theologically controversial. Let's simply say that I was born into the 
church and my path through life has never taken me far from it. 

My father was a United Church of Canada minister and my mother was 
in training as a deaconess when she met my father and set aside her 
paid career for a full-time unpaid career as wife and mother, the way 
women in Canada did in the 1950's. The one thing I knew for sure as a 
young woman was that I would not set aside my career to dedicate 
myself to supporting someone else's career and to raising children. It is 
wonderful to be a full-time mother and it is great to support someone 
else's career if that is truly what one wants.  But that wasn't what I saw 
for myself. I wanted to be free to live independently, to travel, to have a 
full-time paid career. So here I am looking back at what I thought as a 
young woman I would do with my life and am recognizing that it could 
hardly have been otherwise and that I am happy with what I decided. 
Along the way, some ... quirky ... decision-making has thrown me off my 
chosen path of service to the church. But that is the way things are and I 
am living in gratitude for what I have had and in hope for what will be. 

And so I send this wish to you from Canada. That the promise of this 
New Year gives you hope for whatever your own life has become in 
relation to what you thought it would be. 

Warm greetings!

Kristine



What good is dreaming? - By John Evans-Klock
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As I look back on the dreams that guided me, as my younger self, the most striking thing from my current 
viewpoint is how misguided my dreams were. It reminds me of John Lennon’s quote that ‘life is what 
happens while you are making other plans.’
In terms of life’s work, for example, at various times I seriously invested in pursuing a career as a minister, 
another as a journalist, and finally one as an economist. In retrospect I think I would have been awful at the 
first, and not so good at the second.
And in the ‘meanwhile’ column, my thoughts of the ministry introduced me to Chris, who became my wife, 
and my work as a journalist ended up getting me a job in government, when I moved out of academics for a 
few years. My marriage to Chris, with her passionate internationalism, led me to Geneva and a career 
impasse in which I discovered the joys of spending a lot of time with my young children, an unexpected and 
delightful path we walked for many years. I could not have anticipated any of that.
Dreams are often made of straw. When I was a journalist for a while in college, it was a combination of my 
love for human-interest stories and my sense that I followed economics and budgets well, and could find a 
niche in that subfield. It didn’t occur to me that human interest didn’t really go so well with economics and 
budgets, or that my knack for budgets was mostly the ability to pay attention to numbers after everyone else 
in the room had fallen asleep over them.
I was moving into the field at a time when ‘All  the President’s Men’ made reporters seem cool, and so the 
field was crowded with people much cooler than me. These people could quote interesting authors and knew 
the back story behind wild characters I had barely heard of. They knew how to ask tough questions and not 
let political  types off the hook. But HA! I could stay awake in budget meetings, and they couldn’t. Fortunately 
I studied lots of economics, and got distracted by dreams of social science.
Many years later, when research was not working out as my field, and I headed for Washington D.C. to find a 
real job, it was the U.S. Office of Management and Budget where my ability to see excitement in numbers 
found a place for me. And what they liked was not my graduate degree but my journalism background.
The conventional  wisdom says that one must dream despite life’s seeming determination to thwart you.  
After all, ‘it is easier to guide a moving vehicle’ as they say, and if you are pursuing some goal, you will see 
other opportunities as they develop. A nimble response can take you from a wrong track to a nearby, and 
much better, alternate track. As usual, the conventional wisdom has it about right, from a practical point of 
view.
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But I suspect that there has been an impractical  wisdom at work as well, pulling, in many ways, in a different 
direction. The reason for dreaming is not just to get things rolling. The dramatic dreams central to the stories 
of Jacob and Joseph are not dreams of aspiration, moving someone’s ambitions out to meet the future. 
It seems to me they are instead troubling visions of what is wrong, and who should be treated more honestly, 
and how the flaws in our world take their toll.
A dream about brokenness is not a piece of temporary guidance for next steps, it is the beginning of 
envisioning wholeness. The really big reveal  about my misguided dreams is that I could not see the 
brokenness at the heart of these dreams. From a purely practical point of view these dreams may have been 
wrong because I didn’t understand the world well  enough. But in other ways they may have been right 
because their frustration could show me where healing was needed.
Many years after I realized that I was not, in fact, called to the ministry, I came to understand the true reason 
for my unsuitability. It was not what I thought when I left that track, which was that my unorthodox theology 
ruled me out. Really I was never an appropriate candidate because of my cold and arid approach to people. 
After I stopped denying it, I had to learn to accept myself.  
I think it is fair to say my approach to people is better as a result of that acceptance (even if I still find 
excitement in numbers). Teaching has been a sidetrack where I gradually learned, over many years, to let 
my caring about the students move into the foreground where I could see it and respond to it.
Journalism, too, had a kind of brokenness at the core of that dream. I was looking for a relatively safe 
position where I could be protected by understanding economics. But as we know, journalism has been a 
disastrous career for most writers, as print journalism has given way to on-line blogging for low pay. The 
desire to remain safe in a world of turmoil is a sensible thing. But economic  understanding is already too 
preoccupied with the security of money people, those who ward off the threats that most people face by 
hiding behind stocks and bonds and property and privilege. The journalism profession did not need someone 
to be ‘another brick in the wall’.
When we dream, we hear a call out of the known and cozy places we inhabit. If leaving a comfort zone was 
all  that mattered, then the strange lyrics from ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ would be 
correct, that ‘any dream will do.’ I do not think that is true, however. Only the particular dreams that come to 
a particular person and capture him or her have the ability to show where healing is needed.  
Few are naturally given the ability to recognize the character of the soul’s wounds in the longing that takes 
hold of a person. For me it took a certain amount of suffering and then self-acceptance, not to mention the 
distance that comes with time.   
And I feel that more still waits to be revealed. Maybe I need to dream some more?

The ELCG Soup Kitchen: Do not throw that away son, if you can’t eat it give it to me!
By Rogate R. Mshana

The Soup Kitchen activity has been part of the ELCG’s diaconal ministry for many years. It is a way to 
provide immediate help to those in need in the wealthy city of Geneva. This was for me  a vibrant aspect of 
“worship in action” of this congregation. I have participated in this ministry for the past 14 years, but since 
the activity takes place one Saturday of every month, it was not easy to attend all the time as my work on 
global economic justice entails extensive and frequent traveling out of the country.
We would come to the soup kitchen at about 10.00 in the morning of the Saturday when our congregation 
was responsible. We would bring vegetables, fruits, bread and in my case we once brought African buns 
called mandazi in Kiswahili. We would quickly start 
cooking the soup and also rice. By 12.00 noon, the 
food is ready and a stream of homeless and 
unemployed people would come in to eat.They would 
form a line and get served by us. Looking into their 
eyes, one could quickly observe their pain and the 
hardships they face. Some would quickly start eating 
while others would pray for the meal first! 
Some seemed to have been coming to the soup 
kitchen for many years – they knew each other.  
There was an occasion when one of them could not 
eat the food and wanted to throw it into the dust bin.  
Another woman reprimanded him, “Do not throw that 
away son. If you can’t eat it, give it to me!”  She 
reminded me of my own mother who would remind 
us, as children, of the hungry in the world when we 
wasted the food on our plates.  
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This experience with the older woman at the soup kitchen brought to my mind some hard facts food wastage 
in the world:  

★ Roughly one third of the food produced in the world for human consumption every year, 
         i.e. approximately 1.3 billion tonnes, is lost or wasted. 

★ Every year, consumers in rich countries waste almost as much food (222 million tonnes) 
         as the entire net food production of sub-Saharan Africa (230 million tonnes). 

★ The amount of food lost or wasted every year is equivalent to more than half of the world's 
annual cereal crop (2.3 billion tonnes in 2009/2010).  

★ Food loss and waste also amount for the major squandering of resources - including water, 
land, energy, labour and capital  and also needlessly produce greenhouse gas emissions, 
contributing to global warming and climate change.

As I watched the people eat the food we served, I asked myself how I would feel  if I was one of them. The 
first thing that came to my mind was that I would feel as if my dignity and the ability to feed myself had been 
robbed from me. While one can have hunger for food, the hunger for dignity is the most painful  of all 
hungers. This poses many challenges: What kind of economy can be designed so that people’s dignity is 
sustained? Why is it that we have an economy that does not ensure employment to all  so that they could 
feed themselves? 

At the recent WCC Assembly in Busan, Korea the WCC 
advocated for a continuing process on an Economy of Life, 
Justice and Peace for all within the framework of an 
ecumenical pilgrimage for justice and peace. We are all  invited 
to join that pilgrimage. Pope Francis has also voiced in 
unequivocal terms the challenge – of saying “no” to an 
economy of exclusion. In the document Evangelii  Gaudium of 
the Holy Father, the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Francis, 
2013, he declared:

«Just as a commandment, “thou shalt not kill” sets a 
clear limit in order to safeguard the value of human life 
today we also have to say “thou shalt not” to an 
economy of exclusion and inequality. Such an economy 
kills: How can it be that it is not a news item when an 
elderly homeless person dies of exposure, but it is news 
when the stock market loses two points?This is a case of 
exclusion.Can we continue to stand by when food is 
thrown away while people are starving?This is a case of 
inequality. Today everything comes under the laws of 
competition and the survival of the fittest where the 
powerful  feeds upon the powerless. As a consequence, 
masses of people find themselves excluded and 
marginalized: without work, without possibilities, without 
any means of escape. Human beings are themselves 
considered consumer goods to be used and then 
discarded. We have created a “disposable” culture which 
is now spreading.»

The way ahead is not easy for the churches all  over the world 
to live up to this pilgrimage of justice and peace!
Today, I am very thankful to God for giving me the health and 
ability to do my work on economic justice, on behalf of the 
churches globally through the ministry of the World Council  of 
Churches, for the past 14 years, since the year 2000.  I am 
now going back to my beautiful  country, Tanzania, in January 
2014. When I turn around and look back at the 14 years, the 
question I ask myself is, “In what ways did I make a difference 
in ensuring social and economic justice for all?”  

I was also privileged to be part of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church in Geneva’s sharing concerns group which 
is involved in sharing the resources that we as a congregation offer to God as thanksgiving. The sharing 
concerns group drawn from the congregation meets and decides on which projects we would support to the 
tune of CHF 5,000 for each.  I know that these contributions we make as a congregation are only drops of 
water in a sea of poverty and inequality around the world. A question I did ask myself often was whether such 
projects would address the deep rooted problems of injustice and marginalization around the world?



0As an economist, I have worked with people in poverty. When I was growing up I was also poor, with my 
community and continue to help members of my community who are poor. I have researched and advocated 
for economic justice all my life but we still  have about 1 billion people in the world who are hungry and others 
including children that die of hunger related diseases in a world of plenty and so much waste. This is our 
global sin. We need to go beyond soup kitchen economies to economies of life, justice and peace for all. 
Since, people in poverty cannot wait soup kitchens should be sources for deeper theological  and spiritual 
reflections and not become an end in themselves making us feel good at the little service we offer. Christ 
brought good news to the poor by feeding them but his message was also to liberate them. We should do 
likewise by rejecting unjust economic  systems that marginalize people and violate their dignity. I will not 
anymore serve our ELCG soup kitchen but I am going home to continue struggling for an economy of life 
and a poverty free world. Please do join me in my struggle. Kwaherini and Karibu Tanzania.

Inspiration - By Isaiah Kipyegon 

In each edition of the Geneva Lutheran a member of our Congregation presents a source of inspiration in his 
or her life. This time, Isaiah Kipyegon explains his choice: Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu.

As a little boy growing up in the 80s in a remote village in the Western part of Kenya, my only gateway to the 
rest of the world was my fathers’ old transistor radio. The world seemed a lot bigger then, but news of 
apartheid in South Africa found its way into the imaginative mind.  

I would hear many names of anti-
apartheid leaders such as Nelson 
Mandela and his wife Winnie, Desmond 
Tutu, Mangosuthu Buthelezi and others. 
But it wasn’t until I was in High School  in 
the 90s that the sense of justice and 
conviction to fight for justice, particularly 
of people that are oppressed in 
community was birthed. This was very 
much linked to Whoopi  Goldberg and 
Leleti  Khumalo’s film, Sarafina, which 
was screened one Saturday night in High 
School.
For me Archbishop Tutu embodies the 
conviction to fight injustice; he finds the 
expression of his faith in God in speaking 
out boldly against oppression. He is seen 
as a key example of people who take the 
side of the poor and the oppressed. In 
the 70s and 80s he called for economic 
pressure against apartheid South Africa 
and led a fight against the government 
ban on demonstrations. Many times he 
was part and parcel  of exchanges and 
public expressions against apartheid. In 
fact, it was for this work that he was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984. 

What inspires me most is that even after the end of the apartheid era, Archbishop Tutu did not stop – he 
headed the truth and reconciliation commission, which very much embodies the Christian faith that he 
professes.  He has gone ahead to lead national, regional and global campaigns against injustice, poverty, 
violation of human rights, rights of women and rights of minorities. 
Maybe my bias towards this humble man is also related to his voice to defend communities that are affected 
by climate change.  As a climate justice advocate and campaigner, I had the privilege of working and 
supporting Tutu’s campaign during the climate change conference in Copenhagen in 2009 and in 2011 in 
Durban, South Africa, on the occasion of the 17th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP17) to the 
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
I think the ultimate reflection of true faith and transformation in Christ is when a woman or a man is able to 
believe strongly enough to live out his or her life in conformity to the tenets of the Gospel. I believe 
Archbishop Tutu has done that and is continuing to do that. It is my constant prayer that faith in Christ will 
continue to change me, in and out and enable me to be that light and salt that the bible speaks of. 
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Your Church AGENDA

18 - 25 January   Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Sunday 19 January 11h00 The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Rev. Dr. Olav 
    Fykse Tveit, will be our guest preacher. Following worship, several 
    members of our congregation who attended the 10th Assembly of the 
    World Council of Churches will share their reflections of that event as 
    well as the challenges and opportunities that are before the Ecumenical 
    Movement at this time.

Thursday 23 January 19h00 Chapel of Ecumenical Center: The Geneva Council of Churches’ Week 
    of Prayer for Christian Unity worship. (This service will be mostly in French) 

Sunday 26 January 13h30 Congregation Council

Saturday 8 February 10h00 - Dr Clare Amos of the WCC will lead a Bible study on The Gospel of
   13h00 Matthew: A Mountain Top Experience at Holy Trinity Church

Tuesday 11 February 19h30 The Tuesday Evening Bible Study on the Gospel of Matthew (our 
    Gospel guide in worship this church year) will resume

Sunday 23 February 13h30 Congregation Council

Sunday 2 March  11h00 Rev. Roswitha Golder will be our guest preacher

Date to be determined   If I should die before I ‘wake: Death in Geneva  
near Ash Wednesday  An educational event to learn about legal aspects of funerals in Geneva
    and an opportunity to reflect on funerals

Wednesday 5 March 19h30 Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of our 2014 Lenten Journey
    Worship “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return….”

Sunday 30 March 13h30 Congregation Council

Sunday 13 April  11h00 Worship on The Sunday of the Passion + Palm Sunday

Thursday 17 April  19h30 Maundy Thursday Worship with foot washing and Eucharist

Friday 18 April   19h30  Good Friday Worship with burial of the cross in the vaulted cave

Saturday 19 April  20h30  The Easter Vigil Worship

Sunday 20 April  11h00 Worship on Easter Day

Sunday 27 April  13h30 Congregation Council

Sunday 4 May  11h00 Joint worship with the Swedish-speaking Congregation
(Tentative)

27 - 29 June    ELCG-ESC Choir Reunion to mark the 25th Anniversary of Pastor Terry 
    MacArthur as our Choir Director
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Regular Activities 
in our Church

Sunday Worship at 11h00

Christian Education Programme 
10h00 at the Spaghetti Factory

Church School, 3-11 year old, 11h00

Sunday Play, under 3 year old, 11h00

Confirmation class, occasional 
Saturdays

Evening Bible study resumes on 11 
February

Adult choir, every Thursday at 20h00

Prayer group, every other Monday at 
20h00

Our Church is open for prayer
Tuesday to Friday from 10h00 - 13h00

Contact Information

Interim Pastor
Rev. Dr. Stephen M. Larson 
Office: 022 310 50 89
Mobile: 079 103 21 04 
Pastor@GenevaLutheran.CH
Music and Choir Director
Rev. Terry MacArthur 
Music@GenevaLutheran.CH
Chairperson
Ralston Deffenbaugh 
Cc.chair@GenevaLutheran.CH
Treasurer
Monika Herder 
Treasurer@GenevaLutheran.CH
ELCG Church Office
Tue, Wed, Fri: 9h00 - 13h00, 
Thu: 9h00 - 17h00
Donna Phillips
Office: 022 310 50 89 

Geneva Lutheran

Geneva Lutheran is published 
by the English Speaking 
Congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Geneva. 
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Refreshments after Worship

 Every week a neighbourhood group prepares refreshments after worship.
 If you are not sure which group you belong to, please contact the church office.

 26 January E Servette, Pâquis, Vermont, Délices, etc.
 2 February F Centre Ville, Jonction, Carouge, Eaux-Vives, Acacias, etc.
 9 February G Chêne-Bougeries, Florissant, Cologny, Vésenaz, etc.
 16 February H Lancy, Onex, Bernex, France Haute Savoie, etc.
 23 February A Nyon, Coppet, Crans, Gex, Ferney Voltaire, etc.
 2 March B Versoix, Bellevue, Chambésy, etc.
 9 March C Meyrin, Vernier, Châtelaine, Lignon, etc.
 16 March D Grand-Saconnex and Petit-Saconnex
 23 March E Servette, Pâquis, Vermont, Délices, etc.
 30 March F Centre Ville, Jonction, Carouge, Eaux-Vives, Acacias, etc.
 6 April  G Chêne-Bougeries, Florissant, Cologny, Vésenaz, etc.
 13 April   A Nyon, Coppet, Crans, Gex, Ferney Voltaire, etc.
 20 April   B Versoix, Bellevue, Chambésy, etc.
 27 April   C Meyrin, Vernier, Châtelaine, Lignon, etc.
 4 May  D Grand-Saconnex and Petit-Saconnex
 11 May  E Servette, Pâquis, Vermont, Délices, etc.
 18 May  F Centre Ville, Jonction, Carouge, Eaux-Vives, Acacias, etc.
 25 May  G Chêne-Bougeries, Florissant, Cologny, Vésenaz, etc
 1 June  A Nyon, Coppet, Crans, Gex, Ferney Voltaire, etc.
 8 June  B Versoix, Bellevue, Chambésy, etc.
 15 June C Meyrin, Vernier, Châtelaine, Lignon, etc.
 22 June D Grand-Saconnex and Petit-Saconnex
 29 June E Servette, Pâquis, Vermont, Délices, etc.
 6 July  F Centre Ville, Jonction, Carouge, Eaux-Vives, Acacias, etc.
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