Reflections from our Interim Pastor
It’s been a puzzling Advent.
On the First Sunday in Advent, the “Stewardship Detective” made an unexpected visit and startled a few unsuspecting
people, some of whom thought it was a new strange character on Geneva’s street scene. Greg Rakness gave a brilliant
introduction to the quest for the Higgs boson which still left some of us puzzled. And then, of course, we all received a
puzzle piece to take home. (Did you bring back your puzzle piece?)
On the Second Sunday in Advent, the ‘‘B Flat Bluesman’’ emerged from the choir to investigate the puzzle pieces and
searched to understand their meaning. The Sharing of the Peace became a random, chaos time of “Sharing the Piece”
as the puzzle pieces were exchanged, then mounted within the puzzle which began to form a shape beside the altar.
Advent is always a puzzling time: What are the signs for which we should be alert, awake? When will Christ return in
glory? How is John the Baptist a forerunner of the Messiah? Where did John the Baptist behold the Kingdom of God?
How shall we experience the Reign of God 2000 years later? Hills made low, valleys raised high? Huh? How shall I
prepare within the wilderness of my life? Is the story true, worthy of belief and faith? Where is the child born King of the
Jews? Is there still no room in the inn – within Bethlehem or Geneva, or Gaza, Damascus, or my heart – today?
One evening 14 years ago, I was paging through a magazine and chanced upon an article entitled “The Gospel of
Science” Within the article I was fascinated by the title of an “elegant new book Beside Still Waters: Searching for
Meaning in an Age of Doubt.”
The author, Gregg Easterbrook drew connections between “… the relevance of today’s astronomers to ancient theologians.” The article described it this way:
For extravagant implausibility, writes Easterbrook, nothing in theology can hold a candle to what science
says about the Big Bang. From a pinpoint of compressed potential - ‘‘a microscopic, transparent, empty
point in primordial space-time’’ – it sent a cosmos hurtling outward at an unimaginable speed. The forces
loosed were–are–remarkably (miraculously?) balanced:
If the Big Bang had been slightly less violent, the expansion of the universe would have been less rapid,
and would soon (in a few million years, or a few minutes–in any case, soon) have collapsed back on itself.
If the explosion had been slightly more violent, the universe might have dispersed into a soup too thin to
aggregate into stars. The odds against us were–this is the right word–astronomical. The ratio of matter
and energy to the volume of space at the Big Bang must have been within about one quadrillionth of 1
percent of ideal.
The good news – that is the meaning of ‘‘gospel’’ – from science suggests, Easterbrook says, ‘‘a buoyant
view of our being.’’ Life is so improbable it must somehow be favored by something. By some First Cause,
‘‘to which,’’ said Aquinas, ‘‘everyone gives the name of God.’’
I ordered a copy of the book that same evening. It’s now in storage in Chicago and I can’t find the exact quote, even with
Google. But the equally amazing quote that I remember is the astonishing statement that human beings dwell midway
between sub-atomic particles and the stars.
This Advent / Christmas / Epiphany, our congregation will dwell between sub-atomic particles and the stars. The Higgs
boson will puzzle us even as its discovery weaves in and out of the Advent Scripture readings about discerning the
signs, questing for the reign of God and encountering babies in the womb. By the time we reach Epiphany on January
6, a star will illumine another “extravagant implausibility” – an infant in a manger who is Emmanuel, God with us.
The Creator takes on mass and human form, walking with us midway between the Higgs boson and the stars.

All quotations are from George F. Will, “The Gospel of Science”
Newsweek 9 November 1998.
http://www.guam.net/home/wresch/stories/MiscAuthors/
GospelScience.htm

WINTER 2012-2013

PAGE 1

Watchword - By Ralston Deffenbaugh, Chair of the Congregational Committee
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
(Isaiah 60:1)
I write this in the early morning gloom of a December Geneva day. It’s still dark outside; the days are short. It’s cold
outside; I’m grateful for heat and electricity. Will we see the sun today? Probably not, at least not down here in the basin
of the lake. How marvellous, how wonderful then, this watchword from Isaiah. God’s light bursts into the darkness of our
world—even into the dark parts of our lives—and we are surrounded by the glory of the Lord.
What a promise! What hope!
“Watchword.” The Isaiah verse above is the monthly verse, or watchword, for this December, according to the daily texts
of the Moravian Brethren. Originally started 282 years ago in German as Die Losungen, the daily Moravian texts are
now available in 50 languages, both in annual book form and online. (http://www.moravian.org/faith-a-congregations/
moravian-daily-texts.html) They have become an important part of my personal devotional life. (I read them in German,
for some language practice as well.)
Another part of my annual devotional life is music. During Lent, I put on a recording of Bach’s St. Matthew Passion.
During this season of Advent, I put on Händel’s Messiah. I save them each for their season and don’t listen to them at
other times of the year. (Except sometimes during Easter I’ll put on the Messiah again.) Those of you who are familiar
with Händel’s great work will recognize the Isaiah words above as one of the beautiful parts of Messiah. When I read
Isaiah, the music goes through my head.
As we come to the end of a calendar year and begin a new church year, I want to say a huge word of thanks to you,
my sisters and brothers in Christ, my fellow members of our congregation. This has been quite a year for us, with the
departure back to Brazil of our dear Pastor Lusmarina, the decision to call an intentional interim pastor, and the calling
and return to service of Pastor Stephen. We have had three Congregational Assemblies this year. It has been so encouraging to me to see the healthy attendance at the Assemblies, well above the required quorum of 20% of the confirmed
membership. (And, because of all our new members, the required quorum number has risen from 43 to 46!) It is also
immensely encouraging that during this time of transition we have decided to look beyond our congregation and expand
our Sharing and Diaconia funds from 10% to 15% of our congregational income. It is inspiring to see the strong sense
of mutual accompaniment, generosity and solidarity in our congregation. We are in this together, with God’s help and
guidance.
The year to come will be equally momentous, as we go through our intensive self-study, as we discern and make revisions to our governing documents, and as we search for and then call and install a new pastor. Through all of this we can
respond to God’s invitation to “Arise, shine!”, confident in God’s grace, knowing that throughout all our ups and downs,
all our joys and sorrows, the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

Interim Ministry Report

Have you taken the survey? As of December 12, 34 people have responded to our congregational survey on
worship, education, life, governance and hopes for our congregation.
If you have not yet taken the survey, visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CRCXG9M and complete the survey.
Please do so by December 31. Results of the survey will be shared with the congregation in the new year.
Interim Ministry Focus Groups
The Interim Ministry Task Team announced a series of four Focus Groups to explore the question, What is the future
to which God is calling the Lutheran Church of Geneva? Each Focus Group will offer an opportunity to evaluate aspects of the past and present mission and ministry of the ELCG as well as to explore dreams and visions of our future
together. Here are the dates and topics:
•

Sunday 13 January 13h00 - 14h30: Topics include Worship, Children’s Education, Adult Education, Fellowship,
Dreams and Visions

•

Sunday 27 January 13h00 - 14h30: Topics include Governance, Youth and Young Adult Education, Stewardship,
Sharing, Outreach, Dreams and Visions

•

Saturday 9 February 10h30 - 1200: Topics include Worship, Stewardship, Children’s Education, Fellowship,
Dreams and Visions

•

Saturday 9 February 12h30 - 14h00: Topics include Adult Education, Youth and Young Adult Education, Sharing,
Outreach, Dreams and Visions

•

One additional focus group on Governance will be scheduled and facilitated by the Governance Working Group

The Interim Ministry Task Team consists of Elisabeth Benn – Lutheran from Germany and acting President of
BELKS; Deenabandu Manchala – Lutheran from India; Njeeri Njoroge – Presbyterian from Kenya; Ana Villanueva
– Lutheran from Argentina; Doug Werth – (ELCA and LC-MS) from USA via Hong Kong; Jeff & Susan Steinhagen –
Roman Catholic from Germany and Methodist from India; Ralston Deffenbaugh, chairperson of the congregation (exofficio). A progress report on their work was presented to the Dec 2 Congregational Assembly.
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In Memoriam AGNETA JOHANNSEN
Our dear sister Agneta Johannsen passed away peacefully
on 29 October 2012, surrounded by her loved ones.
Agneta dedicated her life to the pursuit of peace and justice
for all, which she did with courage, compassion and conviction as a humanitarian worker. She then changed careers,
turning her many talents to healing broken family relationships as a family counselor.
Agneta married Peter Herby in our Church on 2 November
1996 and subsequently saw a lifelong dream of motherhood
fulfilled with the births of their children Lena and Jeremy.
Those who knew Agneta will miss her passion, her courage
and laughter, her boundless curiosity and her care and compassion for all those whose lives she touched. Please keep
Peter and the children in your thoughts and prayers
at this very difficult time. May they find solace in the knowledge that Agneta did leave a mark in the lives of many as
a shining example of one who sought justice, loved tenderly
and walked humbly with her God.
Respectfully submitted by Maarten Wilbers

Rendez-vous with... Paul Nilsson - Respectfully submitted by Maarten Wilbers
When did you come to Geneva? Why?
I first came to Geneva in 1996 to work on my Master’s in one
of the experiments at CERN, and kept coming back several
times until I finally moved here in 2002. I’ve been working at
CERN since then.
Three adjectives that describe who you are? Do you resemble your friends? Creative. Sincere. Calm.
From whom have you learned the most? What is it that
you have learned from him/her? I’m learning things from
my wife on a daily basis. She is a never-ending source of
wisdom.
What traits do you appreciate in the opposite gender?
That could be a long list, but let’s keep it short… honesty
and intelligence.
Our Congregation... Our Sunday service… I really like the
multi-cultural environment and to get to meet people from all
over the world.
A strong childhood memory? Getting a telescope for
Christmas. My friends all wanted to be a policeman, fireman
or whatever profession their fathers had (my father was a
photographer). I wanted to be an astronomer.
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If you would be Prime Minister for one day…? Our
leaders, what’s the point they’re missing? Is there
hope for our world? There is always hope.If they
could only prioritize education instead of cutting back
on it, then perhaps one day we can have new leaders
that actually understand and know what they are doing.
Geneva, what is that for you? Not entirely sure yet.
How do you relax? Playing the guitar or a game, watching a movie, talking to my wife.
Life … do you think you have figured it out now…?
Be kind.

Your prettiest landscape…where? Oh but there are many!
From the coffee region in Colombia to the desolate mountain
regions in the north of Sweden…
The perfect dinner? The perfect dinner company? That
would be a dinner with my wife (no, I’m not being diplomatic
here, I’m sincere, remember?!). We are always looking for
new dishes to cook. My favorite food is basically anything
from the Japanese cuisine.
Your greatest virture? And vice…? I can be very stubborn
- in a positive way. My father taught me to finish what you
start, and I don’t give up easily if I have set my mind on something (e.g. getting a PhD in particle physics, or marrying
someone who lived at the other end of the world...).
Unfortunately I can also be lazy.
Your best decision? To travel around the world after finishing my Ph.D. It was truly a wonderful, life-changing experience. That’s when I met my wife.
At the highest summit: Which painting? Which book?
Which movie? Which music? At any high summit (I’ve
been to a few) you don’t need any paintings, books, etc. You
should just sit down quietly for a moment and enjoy the view.

Welcome to our congregation
LILIAN ALICE FLEURY
Lillian Alice Fleury was born on 2 December in Geneva. She is the first born child of Sarah and Patrick
Fleury.
Congratulations to Sarah and Patrick!
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CERN Tour: Simply Super - By Kristine Greenaway
He used to earn his living as an entertainer doing “Mad Science” at children’s birthday parties and teaching science to
primary school students. Today he is a nuclear physicist at CERN. Joel Jones Pérez is the perfect guide to introduce a
group of non-scientists to the wonders of Europe’s particle physics research facility situated at the edge of Geneva on
the border with France.
On a Saturday in late November, Joel took four church members for a behind-the-scenes look at his workplace. We
had purchased tickets at the Harvest Fair, each of us bidding for a chance to visit CERN because we had long been
curious about this world-leading facility. It’s the place where scientists are seeking to describe what happened at the
very moment the universe was created: “The Big Bang”. Caroline van der Veen, Seng Ra Marit, Annegret Kapp and I
were eager for this rare opportunity to have a real scientist show us real science in action.
It was a wonderful experience. Joel – the entertainer and teacher – introduces complex science concepts with super
simplicity and his explanations are playful. We learned about quarks, squirks and particles named “Charm” and “Beauty”. We saw an electron accelerator, peeked in on the site of the ATLAS experiment and stared through the window
of a control room buzzing with activity as scientists from some of the over 100 countries doing experiments at CERN
clustered around a problem in a control room filled with computers and wall-mounted monitors.
Over lunch, our group talked with Joel about faith and science. We shared our thoughts about “taking things on faith”
versus seeking proof or verification of our beliefs. At root, the question was what does it take to believe? What do I
need in order to believe? Can I believe based on a feeling or do I need fact? In the end I think we agreed that proof
lies in experience. If we predict something will happen based on our understanding of the forces - or Force - at work in
our universe and then an action or gesture confirms the theory, our faith is strengthened. Science and faith, it seems,
share the same questioning, probing hope.
As the tour ended under a simulation of the star-filled universe in the visitors’ globe-shaped display centre, we knew
our time had been well spent. I boarded the tram to head home carrying with me a hint of why CERN scientists form
such a vibrant part of our church community. They combine the awe of children who can play with science and the
rigour of adult methodological precision - the testing of belief against experience that is the hallmark of contemporary
Protestantism.
Joel is returning to Peru for six months at the end of December but will be back in the summer. He promises to offer
more tours. Don’t miss your chance for this tour that takes you from playful simplicity to awe – an experience of faith
and science in action.
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Our 2012 Congregational Retreat - Impressions by Aiko Sumichan, images by Johnny Camaddo
It took me a few days to get that song out of my head. Pete Seeger’s “Garden Song” was the theme song of our Congregational Retreat held early November, and we talked about, well, gardens.
We started Friday night with the gardens of our dreams (okay, technically we started with a magnificent dinner buffet
but I’ll keep the mouth-watering details aside). Everyone was invited to share within a small group what their dream
garden would be like. The ideas were then put together on a big piece of paper and shared in a plenary session. The
children made a colourful garden with butterflies, flowers, grasshoppers, and cats and dogs living together in harmony.
The adults had even greater dreams, coming up with gardens that have everything you could imagine, from a treehouse
cafe to a pink elephant. It was a wonderful way to “break the ice” and we had good laughs but also deep thoughts. We
closed the night with songs and prayers to get ready for even more about gardens the next day.
“What garden image from the Bible comes to your mind?” Pastor Larson asked. Not surprisingly, we came up with
many. The Garden of Eden, Jesus praying in the garden of Gethsemane, the Tree of Life in Revelation, God’s vineyard
in Isaiah, Noah’s vineyard and the results, Jonah’s olive tree, Jesus’ parable of the sower, and the list goes on. We then
focused on the Garden of Eden, the beginning, the dream garden, the perfect garden ... and the moment where it all
went wrong, leaving us with the brokenness of the world.
We then embarked on an outdoor journey of looking deeper into how the different garden imagery relates to us personally, as a church community as well as in the midst of the world we live in. In groups of three, we went from one pointer
to another, some were fun (share a poem or a song about garden from your culture), some games (pick one piece of
paper and mime the action described as others try to guess it), while others were reflective (Who would you be in a
garden? Which season do you think our church is currently in?). Despite getting sidetracked at various points, all the
groups made it back safe, filled with different thoughts.
We shared our highlights from the journey and made a creative expression reflecting “a welcoming church community in
the different seasons,” but meanwhile the children with the young adults were busy preparing something else – a cardboard tree decorated with natural elements; dried leaves, sticks, moss and barks. In our closing session we prayerfully
brought our “leaves of hope” to the tree. As each participant picked up and prayed for the dreams of others and put the
leaves on the tree, we transformed the dead tree into a tree of life.
Here are some of the dreams and hopes written on the leaves:
To acknowledge each other’s pain, even if we don’t “agree” with the source of it. To understand where
“the other” is coming from, even if we are coming from a different place. To arrive at a place where we
can dream together again about the community we want to be!
I dream of courage, to prune and be pruned as individuals and as a congregation. I dream of inspiration
so the Spirit works in each of us a new birth. I dream of inclusiveness and real tolerance that sees the
“other” and the “different” as complementary and necessary.
I wish for a tolerant and accepting community. My hope is that our church is growing in terms of membership, understanding, generosity. I wish for a creative worship with continued wonderful music and
fellowship.
Needless to say, the retreat brought us back to Geneva with a renewed sense of community and a spirit of active involvement in this “garden” that God is planting in our congregation as we go through this interim period. A sense and a spirit
that I hope to share with others in the congregation, and everyone reading this.
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Inch by inch, row by row,
Gonna make my garden grow ...

A selection of our ‘‘Leaves of Hope’’:
My wish for the church: always mutual respect and humility in our internal dialogue
Love God – We love God. God bless all the poor people and all blind be un-blind
Sharing & Diakonia; Understanding; Hope; Generosity; Worship; Music
Joy, Energy, Perseverance, Mercy, Forgiveness, New Life, Peace, Patience, Kindness,
Forbearance, Long-suffering
A castle on a rock
An apple tree with fruit to share with people to live
Growth in kindness; mutual uplifting; put the best construction on other’s actions
To acknowledge our own and each other’s vulnerability; and through this vulnerability, to find
strength in each other
A community of Love Faith Truth Sharing
We sow seeds of hope, love, joy. A community and home to each other sharing God’s love
Respect, outreach, love, warmth, dance and fun
Loving and a prayerful community; caring for one another; welcoming; warmth
Openness, forgiveness, sharing experiences, supporting each other
May the church remain and be a caring, carrying community for all
A Growing Congregation with new growth on each of our branches (ministries): Worship, Education, Stewardship, Nurture, Service, Outreach, Music, Youth and Young Adults
A garden that has tillers, planters and pruners will bear good fruit for all to eat
Unconditional love; Compassionate engagement; acceptance, respect, space, safe; care; spirit;
love; humble; inclusiveness, righteous, wonder, unexpected; allume le feu; eagles’ wings
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Status report of the Working Group on Governance

By Matthias Schmale, Chair of the Working Group on Governance
The Terms of Reference for a Working Group on Governance were first approved by this Assembly in May 2011. We do
appreciate that some of you have begun to wonder whether this group actually exists and whether you are ever going
to hear about a concrete outcome of its work. We did acknowledge to the Assembly earlier this year that for various
reasons we did not accomplish much during the first year. We hope today to reassure you that we have revitalised this
process since the summer of this year, that we have met four times and that we are making some slow but steady progress. So let me share with you where we are in this journey on looking at our governance at this moment:
We see the mandate of the group consisting of two parts to be taken care off in two phases:
1. The first is to discern and define our communities understanding of leadership and governance
2. The second is to identify whether the understanding of leadership needs to be reflected in any changes
to our constitution, and if yes, to present a corresponding proposal to the Assembly scheduled due to take
place around May next year (2013).
One reason why we have not moved more quickly is that we have very much wanted to dovetail our work with the overall
process during this interim period of revisiting our identity and mapping out a future vision for our church community.
As you are hearing at this Assembly it is planned to conduct this interim period self study process in a very participatory
manner, i.e. by involving the whole community in the fullest manner possible. Rather than conducting a separate and
disconnected reflection we want to ensure that church governance questions are appropriately considered in the overall
process of engaging the whole community.
We have taken a first look at how existing texts (constitution, blue book and Geneva Association conditions) define
governance and leadership for our congregation. It was noted, for instance that Swiss Association conditions define 3
governance institutions / structures for us, namely the Assembly, the Council and the Auditor, and that these are contained in our constitution.
Apart from looking at process and how to organise ourselves, we have spent most of our time reflecting what existing
texts such as the constitution and in our community life might be missing or not comprehensively or appropriately addressed aspects of leadership and what challenges we may have experienced in this respect. We would like to share
with you some of the specific points that have come up in this respect:
1. One specific issue is that we have no ecclesiastical authority (e.g. a Bishop) that we could turn to if we
have issues that we are not able to resolve satisfactorily amongst ourselves.
2. Another issue we discussed at some length is the authority of the pastor in the leadership of the congregation. In this context, we also discussed that we may wish to revisit what it means to call a pastor in «good
standing», and that the Pastor is actually called by their respective home church. Should we, for instance,
«limit» the pastors that we search to those affiliated with churches that are members of the Lutheran World
Federation?
3. Linked to previous point about the authority of the pastor, we suggest that we need to more explicitly
articulate what should be the nature of the relationship between the Pastor and the lay leadership (congregational committee).
Putting this differently, we think that we should try and outline as a community the key elements of a VISION for LEADERSHIP in our community. In this respect it was suggested that we should not just consider
leadership in a hierarchical sense, but also from a more «circular» perspective of MINISTRY.
4. We have been discussing how our leadership set-up needs to coherently link with the overall ELCG
constitution and BELKS (Federation of Lutheran Churches in Switzerland -- through which we have membership in the LWF).
Now, rather than «cooking up» and presenting the answers to these important questions, we would like to, as indicated
earlier, include them in the participatory process that is overall looking at our identity and defining a vision for the future.
In stating that, we do see it as important that we have resolved these questions in terms of having clear positions that
we can share with the candidates for the succession of Lusmarina. In terms of timing this implies we should be able to
describe what our community thinks about these matters in a more definitive way by May next year.
Against this background we see as the next steps in the governance process the following:
•

An analysis of the governance related aspects of the outcome of the survey during the second half of January

•

Testing ideas on future directions through focus groups in February. The Governance Working Group would assist
the Interim Ministry Team in organizing and facilitating these.

•

Presenting our conclusions at 1 or 2 «Hearing» style events before we formally submit them to the Congregational
Committee and the Assembly in May for adoption / endorsement.
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The Calabash Man - By Rogate Mshana
Before narrating a story about the calabash man, it is good to inform the readers what this thing called calabash or a
bottle gourd looks like.
Lagenaria siceraria (synonym Lagenaria vulgaris Ser.), bottle gourd, opo squash or long melon is a vine grown for
its fruit, which can either be harvested young and used as a vegetable, or harvested mature, dried, and used as a bottle,
utensil, or pipe. For this reason, the calabash is widely known as the bottle gourd. The fresh fruit has a light green
smooth skin and a white flesh. Rounder varieties are called calabash gourds. They come in a variety of shapes, they
can be huge and rounded, or small and bottle shaped, or slim and more than a meter long.
The calabash was one of the first cultivated plants in the world, grown not primarily for food, but for use as a water
container. The bottle gourd may have been carried from Africa to Asia, Europe and the Americas in the course of human
migration. It shares its common name with that of the calabash tree (Crescentia cujete). It has many uses including as
a music instrument. This information can be found in the Wikipedia.

May I now share a story called the Calabash Man which never escaped my mind but stayed with me all my life. This is
a story I read a long time ago when I was in secondary school.
A young man called Kirumo (“miracle”) has just married a beautiful girl in one of the villages in Africa. Her name was
Neteghenjwa called in short “Nete” (meaning “I was helped”). It was about one day before Christmas that they had
their first child. Relatives as usual assembled at his homestead to congratulate the couple and drinks were prepared in
calabashes. An elder woman called Namshitu (“of the forest”) was there to officiate the naming of the child. Sniffing her
powder tobacco from a tiny calabash, she began to speak words of wisdom to those who were around. She gave the
baby girl the name of Namfua meaning “of the rain” because she was born when it was raining. Local violins made out of
calabashes and drums entertained the people. This was a sign of blessing from God and a sign of promised abundance
of food for the village.
As the child grew up and three more children were born, the family expanded and the first three children were now in
school. Demand for school fees became a burden because the government introduced personal tax for all adult persons. Proceeds from coffee declined because the world market price tumbled. Nete advised her husband that they start
a milk business. They then borrowed a heifer from a rich farmer nearby. After a year of difficulties, the cow delivered
a calf and they began to milk the cow. Kirumo transported milk to the city in calabashes to sell in the market. He used
partly the proceeds to pay school fees, feed the family and pay the rich farmer. His frequency to the city with calabashes
on his bicycle made him nicknamed the Calabash man.
One day disaster struck. He was approaching the city, and a reckless driver lost control of his Mercedes Benz car and
drove over Kirumo, breaking his two legs. Calabashes were thrown into the air and crushed spilling all the milk he carried. Kirumo was in agony with unbearable pain and collapsed due to bleeding. He was quickly taken to a private hospital because the public hospital was far away, the receptionist asked a question, “Who will pay if admitted”?
But most of those who brought him were poor workers who never dared to say they
would pay. The calabash man passed away.
This story has never left my heart. It continued to raise questions in me about what role
money plays in human life. What is the economy of life?
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ART!
The Encyclopædia Britannica defines art as ‘the use of skill and imagination in the creation of aesthetic objects, environments, or experiences that can be shared with others’. The Geneva Lutheran invited 13 members of our congregation to share their choice of a work of art with the readers. To be continued in our February edition!

Maryssa’s, Dorine’s and Cynthia’s choice: The Wild Rose

Written by them while walking through the forest at the Congregational Retreat
The wild rose blown by the wind
it seeds itself where it lands,
small colourful flowers,
open to the world its heart exposed,
vulnerable in its openness.
Thorns softened and covered
with the profusion of leaves and flowers
The wild roses like a blanket of beautiful colours
that warms and cheer one’s heart
it grows where it wills,
and hangs by the fences and branches
unstructured in its own beauty.

Andrew Bauer-Moore’s choice: Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Pie Jesu

When I was seventeen years old, my good friend Bill who was thirty-seven,
was sick with pancreatic cancer. I was also close with his wife Fran. Bill was,
amongst other things, a lover of music. During his illness we exchanged
tapes of classical music. One day Bill gave me a tape that contained the Pie
Jesu from Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Requiem. The piece is an unusual pairing
of a boy soprano and a woman soprano, the one having the characteristic
fragile quality of a child, and the other the strength of a mature woman.
Bill died less than a week later. This piece always reminds me of him, and of
my friend Fran, who I am still lucky enough to have in my life.

Daphne Martin’s choice: Daffodils by William Wordsworth

“I wander’d lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o’er vale and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host of golden daffodils:
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze”…
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This poem has always been special to me because of its simplicity and the beautiful scene it paints in my mind. It is
about nature and the elements of happiness and peace that it brings to us. The joy that this poem brings is not limited to
Spring alone. Whenever I read it, a sense of happiness and nostalgia fill my mind. It takes me back to my childhood when
I first learned the poem, and then to adulthood when I became truly able to feel the essence of Wordsworth’s words.
Daffodils are pretty, yellow flowers with a mild but beautiful fragrance and they symbolize the joys and happiness of life. This
poem is like the sweet smelling daffodil flower – it brings relief whenever life threatens to get strangled by stress and heavy
emotions. Have you ever walked along the Geneva lakefront on a tough day? I assure you: the lake has a calming effect. And
so does this poem: all we need to do is take a walk and let nature take over. Nature is so special and this poem is a constant
reminder that even when we (seem to) wander aimlessly or meaninglessly, we can find happiness and peace of mind!
It is December and I may not see any daffodils by the lake – but I always have this poem at hand, to bring
sunshine and hope on those grey and gloomy days that come with the early Winter season in this city.

Philippa Bowen’s choice: Music
Music, especially participating in music, has been an important
part of my life. From an early age, my family sang hymns at church
and around the piano most Sunday evenings. My parents invested
much energy in our musical education – my mother with her dogged
persistence to ensure we practiced, my father, who drove two hours
each way every fortnight to take my sister and me to piano lessons.
Playing the piano, the violin (badly) and singing were a big part of
my adolescence. In my young adult life I joined a choir and choral music has remained a source of pleasure and inspiration.
Händel’s Messiah is a special favourite. It is glorious music, grand, and
exciting to sing, with so many sustained high notes for the sopranos.
It was around the time we were singing the Messiah that I met and
began dating fellow chorister and now husband Peter – how I loved those tea breaks when choristers chatted together! Last Christmas our congregation sang the Halleluiah chorus from the Messiah.
It was a thrill for me to be part of the many in our congregation who
joined together to sing - and to stand next to my then 10 year old son
Benedict and hear his boy soprano voice singing that wonderful chorus.

Maureen Gumbe’s choice: Hide and Seek by Pavel Tchelitchew (1898 – 1957)
While wandering through the galleries of the
Museum of Modern Art, New York in the 1970s,
I came across this work. My first impression
was one of being frightened of the figures presented to the viewer, which seem to leap out
from the canvas. As time passed, and being
a regular visitor to the gallery, I was drawn
into the painting by the power of its images.
Tchelitchew, through the many figures of children
playing the simple game of hide and seek, presents
to us with what I consider to be the Tree of Life.
From birth, represented by the foetus of a child
at the foot of the tree, the artist takes us up and
around the tree through the seasons of life; Spring,
new life emerges, flowers open; Summer, human
forms develop, become stronger, mature; and we
are led in a circle around the top of the tree to see
the waning of life, leaves become sparse, the human hand reaching from Autumn’s red to embrace
Winter is withering, cracked veins appear, the body
becomes frail almost translucent; signs of aging.
This picture does no justice to the actual work, but
Tchelitchew’s Hide and Seek is forever etched in my
memory for his powerful depiction of the cycle of life.

WINTER 2012-2013

PAGE 11

Heli Bathija’s choice: Kaarisilta ‘The Arch Bridge’ - A poem by Aale Tynni, published in Finland in 1949
I do not remember when I heard or read this poem for the first time. I
must have been a young girl - maybe a teenager - and it is likely that it
was my aunt, Raija, a writer herself, who introduced it to me. Or maybe
I heard it first in the school during a performance of a famous recitor of
poems, Veikko Sinisalo.
It touched me deeply with its image of God asking a child to build an
arch bridge over the deep waters and wanting it to be shining so that
people who come to the bridge with their worries and anxieties, can be
comforted. When the child enquires how she could make the bridge
strong enough for people to step on it with their heavy boots, God
answers that the strongest material in the world is a piece of heart and
therefore the bridge should be constructed using pieces of hearts from
the loved ones. Even if this might be painful, God will make the bridge
shine and declare God’s glory.
The rhythm and the rhymes of the Kaarisilta poem are uplifting and encouraging, inspiring and comforting. This poem reminds us of different
tasks that God gives us in this life and reassures us that even the pain
changes to shine when we carry out those tasks obediently.

JoAnne Lam’s choice: Pietà
Michelangelo Buonarroti created a statue named Pietà
that is housed at St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican City.
It depicts the scene of Virgin Mary cradling the body of
Jesus after his crucifixion. Mary is a younger woman rather than a middle-aged woman and she is proportionally
greater in order to encompass the body of Jesus in her
lap. The details drawn into the sculpture, the fluidity carved into the marble, and the depth of expressions imprinted into the face of Mary, the mother of Jesus. Traditionally, the Passion of Jesus focuses on the actions and words
of Jesus, the events that surround his person and his
ministry. His disciples played a part in the gospels, some
more prevalent than others. Only the author of the Gospel
of Luke portrays women as having a significant presence
in the narrative. That said, the presence of Virgin Mary
in the gospel narratives is insufficient to construct an understanding of her life with her son, Jesus. The humanity
of Jesus is overwhelmed by the divinity of his mission on
earth. That is the reason that draws me to this sculpture.
Michelangelo’s Mary in this instance illustrates a woman
of strength and enormity that she is able to cradle Jesus
in her lap. Her expression is not of brokenness and grief,
but rather, her lowered head reminds me of women who
are maintaining their composure in times of oppression
and struggles. For me, there is resistance and resilience
in her expression and despite the scene, there is a serenity and perseverance with Mary carrying Jesus in her
lap.
Pietà calls attention to Mary and her experience at the death of Jesus and she becomes the main character, telling her
perspective of the Passion. The female narrative in the Passion of Christ stands to contribute the voice of the silenced
and marginalized. As Christ came to live in solidarity in our human brokenness, Mary bears on her shoulders the pain
of parents losing their children due to untimely circumstances. In Mary’s facial expression, I feel the tension of frustration and loss, the struggle of a mother trying to understand the cruelty exercised on Jesus, and the restraint from
screaming and yelling at God. Lamenting anger could possibly describe her state of mind, while holding the corpse
of her son. In contemplating the emotions that this sculpture conjures in me, I am challenged to remember the experiences of people not described in the Passion of Christ. So often we focus on the task and agenda of Jesus in the
Passion that we forget the human experience in that event. This sculpture reminds me to step outside of the conventional scriptural understandings and search for the marginalized and silenced voices in the narrative. Furthermore, this
presentation of Mary, the mother of Jesus, conveys a woman with extraordinary strength of character to maintain her
poise in a time when her reality was disrupted. We are not met with a weeping and defeated woman. Pietà commands
the audience to look at Mary rather than Jesus, because Mary conveys a mysterious charisma that speaks to our
human condition.
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John Evans Klock’s choice: Community spirit as depicted in ‘Witness’
In the movie ‘Witness’, Harrison Ford is a big-city cop
forced to hide in an Amish (Mennonite) anti-modern
community. He learns about community ties – how they
chafe, but also how they give meaning. I can never
watch the scene of the barn-raising without feeling that
our independent age has lost something. And that is the
point of the movie – the characters who have bought
into the values of modern commercial society are lost.
This image is from an Amish barn-raising in Nebraska,
in the U.S.

Robert Parsons’ choice: E.M. Forster’s Howards End
A work of literature that greatly influenced me is E.M. Forster’s 1910 novel Howards End.
I read it first as a graduate student in English literature, without having read any other of Forster’s writing, and as soon
as I had finished it, I turned to the first page and started reading it all over again, unwilling to lose contact with it. The
second time through was even better than the first (the sign of a first-class piece of writing), and several years later, I
read it yet again and appreciated it even more.
(In 1943, the United States literary critic Lionnel Trilling (one of the greats of his generation) wrote of Forster: ‘E. M.
Forster is for me the only living novelist who can be read again and again and who, after each reading, gives me what
few writers can give us after our first days of novel-reading, the sensation of having learned something.’)
The book deals with human relations and our capacity to communicate with each other, a capacity often thwarted
by our circumstances but more often by our own obtuseness, indeed, our self-centeredness. The importance of this
theme is summed up in the epigraph to the book, which precedes the opening lines of the story: ‘Only connect … ‘
This became -- and has remained for
me -- a sort of motto in my dealings
with others and in my efforts to define myself as a journalist and writer.
In 1992, the film Howards End was
released to considerable critical
acclaim, and, while many friends,
knowing of my fondness for Forster’s work, urged me to see it, I declined, fearing that the film version
would not at all be up to the text.
This was an error, for it was done
by Merchant Ivory Productions and
was their third adaptation of an E.M.
Forster novel (after A Room with a
View and Maurice, both brilliant!)

In the end, the film won the Cannes Festival’s 45th Anniversary award and was nominated for nine Academy Awards,
of which it won three. I suspect it’s high time that I finally saw it (and reread the book, again).
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Clindis Garnes’ choice: Women of the World
On a bright Spring afternoon in April, I made a visit to Palexpo to view an
Art exhibition, ‘Europe N’ Art ‘ and was attracted by this beautiful painting entitled, ‘Women of the World.’ I thought about the way that it was
done and while viewing the other exhibits this one stood out in my mind
and I eventually returned for a second viewing and was encouraged by
my friend, Harriett, that I should purchase it since I am all captivated by
the fine craftsmanship from Cameroon. One can see many shapes and
images in the painting, ‘Women of the World’. It is a semi-abstract painting with realistic suggestion, created through geometric shapes based
on Cubism, with soft monochrome earthy colours. The soft browns can
reflect Mother Earth. The strong contour lines could depict women’s inner strength. The multitude of shapes provides vibrating action but an
action that is centered and deliberate. It is up to the spectator to imagine
and bring to life in his/her mind the image from within. The title helps the
spectator look for the image of the woman and see the world around her.
It is a reminder of the struggles women encountered in trying to be competitive alongside of men. They toiled all day to provide for their families
and to be self-sufficient, empowering men to accomplish their dreams.

♫ On the Twelve Days of Christmas, Kristine thought of these… ♫
There is no rhyme (certainly) nor (much) reason to this list of my favourite
art experiences but there is much joy to be had in savouring the memory of
each one.
Why not create your own list of favourite art experiences and take a moment to remember one of them on each of the Twelve Days of Christmas?
That can be your gift to yourself in this season of anticipation and nostalgia!
•

Vermeer’s Music Lesson

•

Michelangelo’s David

•

Buddhas in Mandalay

•

Ancient Sanskrit etched on bamboo pages

•

Chinese calligraphy

•

Händel’s Water Music

•

Monet’s Garden in Giverney

•

Proust’s A la recherche du temps perdu

•

Oscar Ariaz’s Choreography for Femmes

•

Florence’s architecture

•

Candlelight on Christmas Eve

•

The floor at CERN, lit by cosmic rays
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Your church AGENDA
•

The Advent and Christmas Season offers many occasions for special worship, including a Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols jointly sponsored by the parish of Genolier (where our former member, Rev. Jane Haapiseva serves as
pastor) and La Côte Anglican Church. Friday, 21 December at 20h00 in the church of Genolier. Check the church
bulletin board for more!

•

Our Christmas Eve Worship, Monday, 24 December, will be at 17h00 in the church – just how will that Higgs Boson
puzzle turn out?

•

Our Christmas Day Worship will be at 11h00 in the church on Tuesday, 25 December.

•

Our Interim Pastor, Stephen Larson will be out of town Dec 25 – Jan 5. In the event of an emergency requiring a
pastor, please contact Marian Frerichs at 076 455 58 84 or Pastor Kenneth Mtata at 022 534 8934 or 076 774 8850.

•

Epiphany (6 January) falls on a Sunday this year! Will the Magi appear at our worship?

•

The Governance Working Group, composed of past presidents of our congregation, submitted an interim report to
our 2 December Congregational Assembly. The Interim Ministry Task Team also presented an update to the assembly. If you missed those reports, contact the church office for a copy.

•

The Stewardship Detective has investigated and reports that 40 financial pledges totaling just over CHF 142.286
have been received. The S.D. also reported finding 30 time and talent pledges. If you don’t know “The Stewardship
Detective” you missed a couple of Sundays at church!

•

The Escalade sale (14 soups, 30 liters hot wine and 10 liters cider) netted CHF 1.560,- towards the Sharing budget.
Many thanks to Monika Herder and her effective sales force!

•

Our annual Harvest Festival raised over CHF 10,000 in support of two projects – a women’s cooperative in Ethiopia
and a prison ministry in El Salvador. CHF 5,000 will be sent to each of the two projects. Thank you to all for your
generous support!

•

In January, Regine Kummer will celebrate her 25th Anniversary as organist in our congregation! Watch the Sunday
bulletin for details as to how we’ll mark the special occasion.

•

Ecumenical celebration for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on 23 January at 19h00 in the Chapel of the
Ecumenical Center, Route de Ferney 150, Grand-Saconnex.

•

Our music director, Rev Terry MacArthur, will be leading a workshop on global music for the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America’s Global Mission Unit in Chicago in late January.

•

The next meetings of our Congregational Committee will be the last Sunday of January, February, March and
April following worship and coffee fellowship.

•

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of our Lenten Journey – especially early this year on 13 February. Our
worship will gather at 19h30.

Christmas Greeting from us to you
Unexpected and mysterious is the gentle word of grace.
Ever-loving and sustaining is the peace of God’s embrace.
If we falter in our courage and we doubt what we have known,
God is faithful to console us as a mother tends her own.
We are called to ponder myst’ry and await the coming Christ,
to embody God’s compassion for each fragile human life.
God is with us in our longing to bring healing to the earth,
while we watch with joy and wonder for the promised Savior’s birth.
Stanzas 1 & 3 from Unexpected and Mysterious by Jeannette Lindholm
May you encounter the gentle word of grace and know
the peace of God’s embrace in this Advent season of joy
and wonder.
A blessed Advent and Christmas to you all, from the
ELCG-ESC staff
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Refreshments after Worship
Every week a neighbourhood group prepares refreshments after worship.
If you are not sure which group you belong to, please contact the church office.
23 December Advent IV		

B

Versoix, Bellevue, Chambésy, etc.

25 December Christmas

C

Meyrin, Vernier, Châtelaine, Lignon, etc.

30 December			

D

Grand-Saconnex and Petit-Saconnex

6 January 2013			

E

Servette, Pâquis, Vermont, Délices, etc.

13 January 2013		

F

Centre Ville, Jonction, Carouge, Eaux-Vives, Acacias, etc.

20 January 2013		

G

Chêne-Bougeries, Florissant, Cologny, Vésenaz, etc.

27 January 2013		

H

Lancy, Onex, Bernex, France Haute Savoie, etc.

3 February 2013		

A

Nyon, Coppet, Crans, Gex, Ferney Voltaire, etc.

10 February 2013		

B

Versoix, Bellevue, Chambésy, etc.

17 February 2013		

C

Meyrin, Vernier, Châtelaine, Lignon, etc.

24 February 2013		

D

Grand-Saconnex and Petit-Saconnex

3 March 2013			

E

Servette, Pâquis, Vermont, Délices, etc.

10 March 2013			

F

Centre Ville, Jonction, Carouge, Eaux-Vives, Acacias, etc.

17 March 2013			

G

Chêne-Bougeries, Florissant, Cologny, Vésenaz, etc.

24 March 2013			

H

Lancy, Onex, Bernex, France Haute Savoie, etc.

31 March 2013			

A

Nyon, Coppet, Crans, Gex, Ferney Voltaire, etc.

Regular Activities in our
Church
Sunday Worship at 11h00
Christian Education Programme
Adult Forum, 10h00
(at the Spaghetti Factory)
Church School, 3-11 year old,
11h00
Sunday Play, under 3 year old,
11h00
Confirmation class, occasional
Saturdays - For Dec. to Feb. check
with Pastor Larson or the church
office
Tuesday evening Bible study
resumes after Easter
Adult choir, every Thursday at
20h00
Prayer group, every other Monday
at 20h00
Our Church is open
Monday to Friday from 12h0017h00

Contact Information
Interim Pastor
Rev. Dr. Stephen M. Larson
Office: 022 310 50 89
Mobile: 079 103 21 04
Pastor@GenevaLutheran.CH
Music and Choir Director
Rev. Terry MacArthur
Music@GenevaLutheran.CH
Chairperson
Ralston Deffenbaugh
Cc.chair@GenevaLutheran.CH
Treasurer
Monika Herder
Treasurer@GenevaLutheran.CH
ELCG Church Office
Tuesday - Friday, 12h00- 17h00
Marian Frerichs
Office: 022 310 50 89
Office@GenevaLutheran.CH
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