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June 24th  is the Feast of the Nativity of John the Baptist. As this interim ministry time turns a significant 
corner, I’ve been thinking about John the Baptist.

Many writers about intentional interim ministry liken the role of an interim pastor to that of John the Baptist – 
to prepare the way for the next called pastor, then to diminish at a certain point in the call  process so that the 
focus shifts to the newly called, longer term pastor.  

One of the most famous works of European religious art is the Isenheim altar painted by Matthias Grunewald 
in the 16th century. His graphic  depiction of the crucifixion of Jesus has an odd anachronistic  feature – there 
beside the cross stands John the Baptist. But he shouldn’t be there, for in the Gospel accounts, he was 
executed by King Herod months before Jesus was nailed to the cross. Yet there the artist places John – 
standing beside the cross and pointing his long index finger at Jesus. He holds in his hand an open Bible. 
A Latin text behind his pointing finger reads: He must increase and I must decrease.  (John 3:30)

Reflections from our Interim Pastor

He must increase and I must decrease. That text became the 
reason that the early Church remembered John’s birth on 24 
June – just after the summer solstice, at a time in the northern 
hemisphere when the light begins to decrease and the days 
grow shorter. Six months later at 24 December – just after the 
winter solstice, the early Church remembered Jesus’ birth 
precisely at a time when the light begins to increase, the days 
grow longer. The light of the world has come into the world 
according to the church calendar. The sun itself proclaims John 
3:30.

In Grunewald’s painting, at John’s feet there is a lamb holding a 
cross.  Blood from the lamb flows into a chalice. An older image 
of John the Baptist also features a lamb. At Chartres Cathedral 

there is a 12th century sculpture of John the Baptist at the north portal  entrance to the church. The figure is 
one of the more poignant sculptures I’ve ever seen. The sculpted John looks vulnerable, wistful, sad, with his 
head tilted slightly as if he knows already his fate. Or as if he’s speaking from prison to send his disciples to 
ask Jesus if he really is the one or if they should look for another. He holds in his hands a medallion of a 
lamb with a cross. It evokes the text in John 1:29 and 36 where on two occasions John points to Jesus and 
announces, “Here is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  

The role of any pastor – whether interim or called to longer term ministry – is to stand beside John the 
Baptist and point to the crucified and risen Christ, proclaim the Gospel  of Jesus as the lamb of God, and offer 
the bread of life and cup of salvation.

During this transitional  interim season, as interim pastor, I’m heading into 
the “decrease” time as our call committee searches for our next pastor.  

But for our congregation, it’s an “increase” time! After the summer season it 
will  be a time to increase our congregational activity and ministries. Sunday 
Church School  and Sunday Play, Bible studies, Confirmation, Concern 
Group work will  all resume in September. We’ll need to increase our 
stewardship resources – financial  as well as time and talents – to all 
prepare the way for our newly called, long term pastor. It will be a time of 
hopeful, fruitful, joyful anticipation.
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Governance and Leadership 
By Ralston Deffenbaugh, Chairperson of the Congregational Committee

Among the major issues that our congregation has been considering during this year of transition are those 
of governance and leadership. In this article, I will report on the congregation’s leadership for 2013-14 and 
on our proposed new congregational constitution.

Officers for 2013-14
At its meeting of June 30, the Congregational Committee elected the following officers for 2013-14:

Chairperson  Ralston Deffenbaugh
Vice Chairperson Garland Pierce
Secretary  Maria Lucia Uribe
Treasurer  Monika Herder

This slate provides both continuity and change, with Monika and myself continuing in our roles and Garland 
and MaLu taking on new positions of leadership. A big word of thanks to the outgoing officers, Deenabandhu 
Manchala (Vice Chairperson) and Maureen Gumbe (Secretary) for their faithful service and leadership!

The Congregational  Committee also voted to appoint these five members to the Church Council of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, where they will join the five members from the German-Speaking 
Congregation and the member from the Swedish-Speaking Congregation:

Colette Bouka Coula
Ralston Deffenbaugh
Monika Herder
Peter Prove
Wairimu Schmale

Wairimu has been serving as vice chair and Monika as treasurer for the joint Church Council. Going off the 
Church Council are Maarten Wilbers and Maria Lucia Uribe (who has been serving as secretary). A big word 
of thanks to them as well!

Finally, the Congregational  Committee voted to appoint a Call  Committee, an essential step in the process 
for calling our new pastor. As of the time of writing, the names of the six members of the Call Committee are 
being finalized. They will be announced shortly.   

Proposed New Constitution
At the Congregational Assembly on May 26, the Assembly voted unanimously to approve in principle the 
proposed new Constitution of the English-Speaking Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva.  The text of the proposed constitution that was considered at the Assembly has been shared with 
you by email recently. 

The process from here is as follows: Final approval  of the new constitution will  be voted at a special 
congregational assembly which will  be held after church on Sunday, September 22. Members who wish to 
propose edits, amendments, deletions, or other changes to the proposed text have been invited to submit 
their proposals in writing to the church office by July 15. The Congregational Committee will  consider these 
proposals and submit the final draft for approval to the September 22 Assembly. 

If the new constitution is approved, then two further sets of governing documents will be prepared for 
approval: Bylaws (to be adopted by the Assembly) and Continuing Resolutions (to be adopted either by the 
Assembly or by the Congregation Council).     

Readers of the Geneva Lutheran will recall that in the previous issue I reported on the results of our 
congregational survey. Among those who responded, these five statements had the lowest agreement 
(48%-35%):
• Lay leaders are provided the training they need for their worship, education, and committee roles.
• The authority and responsibility of the Pastor is clear and understood by lay leadership and members.
• The authority and responsibility of the Congregational Committee is clear and understood by the Pastor 

and members of the congregation.
• Disagreements and conflicts are dealt with openly rather than hushed up or hidden behind closed doors.
• The theological and biblical implications of important decisions are discussed regularly.
The proposed new constitution will help us in addressing each of these issues. The proposed constitution is 
a teaching document as well as an organizational one.  

The Preamble, Confession of Faith (Chapter 2), Nature of the Church (Chapter 3), and Statement of 
Purpose (Chapter 4) contain clear and often moving language about who we are as Christians in this 
congregation, about whose we are, and about why we are here. 
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For example:
• All  power in the Church belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ, its head. All  actions of this congregation are to 

be carried out under his rule and authority. (Section C3.01.)
• The Church is a people called by God in Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, called and sent to bear 

witness to God’s creative, redeeming, and sanctifying activity in the world. (Section C4.01.)

Chapter 5 lays out the Powers of the Congregation, and Chapter 6 describes our Church Affiliation as a part 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva.  Chapter 8 defines the Membership in the congregation, and 
describes the privileges and duties of members:

It shall be the privilege and duty of members of this congregation to:
a. Make regular use of the means of grace, both Word and sacraments;
b. Live a Christian life in accordance with the Word of God and the teachings of the Lutheran church; 

and
c. Support the work of this congregation and the Evangelical  Lutheran Church of Geneva through 

contributions of their time, abilities, and financial support as biblical stewards. (Section C8.04.)

Chapter 9 is about The Pastor; Chapters 10, 11, and 12 cover the Congregation Assembly, the Officers, and 
the Congregation Council. These sections will  go a long way to clarify within our congregation what is the 
role of the pastor and what is the role of the lay leadership, and how they interrelate and are mutually 
supportive. For example, Section 12.04(f) defines one of the duties of the Congregation Council:  “To 
promote a congregational climate of peace and goodwill, and, as differences and conflicts arise, to endeavor 
to foster mutual understanding.”

In the unfortunate situation where discipline of a member may be required, Chapter 15 sets out what are the 
grounds for discipline and the process to be followed. Prior to any disciplinary action, reconciliation will be 
attempted following Matthew 18:15-17.

As you are able, I would urge you to study the proposed new constitution. Be sure to mark your calendars 
for Sunday, September 22 for the special Congregational Assembly!

Welcome to this world and to our congregation!

We warmly welcome  
Karabo Hassaïnatou Motlabaile Baldé and 
Naledi Houssaïnatou Mamunuku Baldé, 

twin daughters of Pelthia Makgatho and
Mamadou Saliou Baldé.

who were born on 29 May 2013
in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Donna Phillips, our new Church Administrative Assistant, introduces herself to us...

My story began in a small  town with an oversize 
name: Ferkessedougou. It’s partially paved, 
mostly red-dirt streets were home to stray goats, 
wooden market stalls, and barefoot boys who 
jostled for errands to earn a few coins. Nothing 
remarkable for Côte d’Ivoire, West Africa, but for 
me they were the roots of a lifelong adventure.

I was born to American parents who had 
answered a call  to share the Gospel  in the African 
savannah, and I assumed every child grew up in 
such surroundings. I chattered with Ivoirian 
playmates in Cebaara, and devoured juicy 
mangos and tender guavas to ease long humid 
afternoons. I checked gingerly under rocks for 
scorpions, and read books by the warm glow of a 
kerosene lantern. Didn’t every child live like this?  

My first real  recognition of being different from my Ivoirian friends came with the onset of primary school. 
Education options were limited; while some of my playmates attended local  village schools, I eagerly 
awaited my turn to head off to the American boarding school  that my three older siblings attended 200 
kilometers away. This home-away-from-home became the backdrop for many great memories. Friendships 
forged there continue today. And in eighth grade there I first met a classmate, Brian, who would much later 
become my husband. 

With few university options open to me in Côte d’Ivoire, I returned “home” to the United States to attend 
Wheaton College in Illinois. I quickly deduced that while I was American in appearance and by passport, I 
didn’t fit the typical college student mold. Pop music, television shows, and the latest slang were unknown 
territory. But my amused college roommates took me under their wings and I successfully navigated the four 
years. Shortly after graduating with a bachelor's degree in Communications, I married my high school 
sweetheart.

This year Brian and I celebrated our 26th wedding anniversary. We reminisced about the journey we have 
traveled. The route has taken us from Chicago to Memphis to Geneva and blessed us with three wonderful 
children - Nathan 21, Andrea 18, and Hannah 15. Along the way I have had the pleasure of working in 
various administrative and editorial  roles both in the Chicago area and here. And I am happy now to work at 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva where I have received a gracious welcome.

Back in 1999 our family moved to Geneva for what we thought would be three years. Fourteen years later 
we feel nearly “at home”—perhaps even more at home than in our native USA. And who knows what new 
adventures await us in this fascinating place, this small city on the lake with a supersize influence on the 
world.

... And we say a BIG THANK YOU to Donna’s predecessor Marian Frerichs 
By Lusmarina Campos 

Marian, Marian,
What can I say about her? 
A competent professional?

A committed member of the Church and 
community?

A searcher for ways to improve the various 
activities done and materials produced in the 

context of ELCG?
A sympathetic person?

Someone with ability to connect and communicate 
to people, in surprising and unpredictable ways?

A loyal friend?
Yes, I can say all the above about her.

But there is more. 
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Marian is simply the most wonderful person to 
work with, to be with.
I have enjoyed every day of our time together. 
Well, perhaps, there were a couple of days in 
which we preferred not to see each other. But the 
vast majority of the six years that we shared the 
space of that office was a delight. 

We did have fun preparing documents and 
activities, but most of all, we loved preparing the 
worship services.  During Advent and Lent, when 
those ‘instigating ideas’ required detailed 
preparations, Marian made sure to get exactly the 
right material  we needed.  She would make 
several trips to different stores or gardens or 
parking lots (to collect stones, for instance) so we 
would realize our ideas the way we had imagined 
or envisioned them.

She is funny, and she is also very serious. 
She accompanied me visiting sick people several 
times; she listened to those who called the office 
in desperation; she made arrangements for 
funerals, marriages, baptisms, concerts and every 
other activity in church; she got involved with 
people’s lives in different ways. 
She was always discrete about those who would 
come for pastoral conversations or for receiving 
help of any nature; confidential issues remained 
confidential. 

When we interviewed her for the job, we asked her whether she knew how to use various computer 
programs; some she knew, some she didn’t, but she said she could learn! And true enough, she was 
committed to learning whatever came her way, including, but not only, Fico’s newly designed data-base. He 
was a patient professor! 
She was a persistent student! And surely, not much later, she became his ‘boss!’ 

When Andrew Peter was hired to be our accountant, we developed an integrated system between him and 
the office that involved careful reporting, registering, filing, etc. Marian detailed work was crucial to 
implement a satisfactory system. 

She was a true companion to me during the most difficult times. We learned together how the work 
environment in church can become unbearable, but we also learned together how to bear. I will not forget.

It was not often, but in a few of those hectic  afternoons we took time to sit together in church when it was 
empty, and pray, or just be silent for a while. And in summer we would have lunch in the garden enjoying the 
sun, the flowers, the birds and other inhabitants of the garden. Those are precious moments that I cherish.

Marian, Marian,
What can I say about you? 
A competent professional?

A committed member of the Church and community?
A searcher for ways to improve the various activities done and 

materials produced in the context of ELCG?
A sympathetic person?

Someone with ability to connect and communicate to people, 
in surprising and unpredictable ways?

A loyal friend?
Yes, I can say all the above about you.

But there is more. So much more… I miss you.

You know, Rio is so beautiful! And even though we are in autumn here, the days are sunny and warm!  
Today the temperature was about 23° Celsius. What about coming for a visit? 

With much love,

Lus
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When did you come to Geneva? Why? 
I came at the very beginning of 1997, to take up a 
four-year contract with the Lutheran World 
Federation. And 16 years later, I’m still here… 
Three adjectives that describe who you are? 
Do you resemble your friends? 
Right-arm. Medium-slow. Inaccurate. (My school 
cricket coach’s description of my bowling abilities. 
For their sakes, I hope not…  
From whom have you learned the most? 
What is it that you have learned from him/her?  
My former boss, retired General Secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation, Rev. Dr Ishmael  Noko. 
He showed me how to be an inspirational  leader, 
and a warm human being at the same time. I’m 
been trying to emulate him ever since.
Which traits do you appreciate in the opposite 
gender?  
Independence, willingness to give new things a go, 
and most of all a sense of fun and good humour. 
And expressive eyes. And slender ankles and 
shapely calves. And I better stop now.
Our Congregation… Our Sunday service…  
Everybody says it… The music. The really 
meaningful  and relevant preaching. The sense of a 
living community in this place.
 

A strong childhood memory? What did your 
Sundays look like in those days?  
To be honest, I don’t recall that much of my 
childhood. My psychiatrist wife would have 
something to say about that… 
I do remember learning to swim at the age of five 
in our neighbours’ pool  in Adelaide. I also 
remember driving my primary school teachers’ 
nuts with my daydreaming. I remember our dog 
Pepe who used to chase cars on our street all  day. 
He was a Kelpie sheep dog, and a bit confused. 
And I remember my Mum driving frantically along 
behind the school bus when I forgot to get off at 
my stop one day.
My Dad was a pastor, and the congregation was 
fairly staid, so permanently being on my best 
behavior every Sunday was a bit of a burden.
Your prettiest landscape… where?  
There are so many that I have been privileged to 
see around the world. But it’s pretty hard to beat 
the dramatic  coastline at Byron Bay in northern 
New South Wales, Australia, and the perfect 
cylinders of the waves rolling in in the early 
morning. Or Lake Wabby on Fraser Island off the 
coast of Queensland. Google it, and prepare to be 
stunned.
The perfect dinner? The perfect dinner 
company? 
Black tie, outside, in some remarkable location – 
like on a deserted beach, or on top of a mountain. 
The perfect dinner company would be Dame Judy 
Dench, Miloon Kothari, Damon Albarn, Boris 
Johnson and Dambisa Moyo.

Rendez-vous with... Peter Prove - Respectfully submitted by Maarten Wilbers

God? Prayer?  
I feel that God is always quietly guiding my life, even 
when I run away from him (forgive the use of the 
masculine pronoun) and then when I really need it, 
he brings me back to him “with a twitch upon the 
thread” (apologies to Evelyn Waugh and “Brideshead 
Revisited”). 
I make lots of little prayer-tweets – 140 characters or 
less - each day. But unlike my ease with public 
speaking generally, I am not much good at 
extempore praying in public. I really admire those 
who can do it well. It takes me some time and 
reflection to compose a prayer that I think is worthy.
 

In love for the first time...
Uh-uh, that’s classified…

Your greatest virtue? And vice…?  
Patience. Procrastination.
Your best decision?  
To marry my wife Philippa (with whom I just 
celebrated our 19th anniversary). Closely followed by 
our decision to come to Geneva.
At the highest summit: which painting? Which 
book? Which movie? Which music? 
Oh I could go on and on. But just for starters a few of 
my favourite books of all  time are Peter Mathiessen’s 
The Snow Leopard, Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s One 
Hundred Years of Solitude and Homer’s The Iliad. 
My two favourite movies are both German: Himmel 
über Berlin (released in English as Wings of Desire) 
and Das Leben der Anderen (The Lives of Others). 
And for inexpressibly sublime music, try the Nocturne 
from Borodin’s String Quartet no 2 in D, Thomas 
Tallis’ 40-part motet Spem in Alium, Demon Days by 
Gorillaz.
Secondary school, what was that all about? And 
what did your country look like in those days?  
St Peters Lutheran College in Indooroopilly (yes, 
really), Brisbane, Australia, was the making of me. 
The teachers there channeled my tendency to 
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Jaap Schep’s choice: The Potato Eaters

Asked by the Geneva Lutheran to choose a piece of art that means something important in my life I would 
normally first point at music: Mozart's Requiem or the Double violin concerto of Bach, the Alt Rhapsody of 
Brahms, the Poème of Chausson or Ravel's Piano concerto for the left hand. These masterpieces opened a 
world of beauty to me.

However, it would be quite difficult to describe what exactly this music did or meant to me. Its beauty touches 
your heart, you can be impressed with the artistry and exceptional performances, and the melodies and 
emotions dig deeper and deeper into your life through associated memories and through hearing new details 
that so far had gone unnoticed.

In order to really speak concretely about one piece of art that means a lot to me I'll go to the visual  arts. But 
even in this area it is sometimes the artist who becomes more important than the product of his or her hands.
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daydream to constructive purposes. I learned how to relate to other people, and became a much more 
extroverted introvert. I particularly valued the term we spent at the age of 15 at the college’s excellent 
“Ironbark” outstation, learning animal husbandry, mechanics, orienteering, survival skills, and most of all  how 
to work in a team and live as a member of a community. I loved it!
In those days, Australia was pretty much as it is now. It was perhaps more insular, less market-driven, and a 
bit less socially alienated. It was always a very practically-minded and extremely secular society. But the 
social ethic  of everyone being entitled to a ‘fair go’ happily remains strong. Even if the politics have become 
more brutal...
Your greatest fear?  
School dances. 
 

After secondary school, what was your next step? Did you have a ‘master plan’ for your future?  
Not at all. I was initially going to study horticulture, believe it or not. I switched to law at the last minute, 
because several of my friends were doing it.
 

Going out, friendships, relations, how did you do that in those days?  
I had a fantastic circle of friends, both boys and girls, that hung out together. It was a real model  of the co-
educational experience. Relationships just grew easily and organically out of that.
 

If you would be Prime Minister for one day …? Our leaders, what’s the point they’re missing? Is 
there hope for our world?  
I’d establish universal social protection/security for everyone. A basic minimum non-means-tested grant for 
every man, woman and child, to make sure that no one falls through the cracks of a self-serving 
bureaucracy, and that everyone’s creative and productive potential is liberated from the existential  struggle 
of extreme poverty.
Democracy is the worst possible political system, except for all  the others. But given the way our democratic 
systems work, our leaders are constitutionally incapable - and disabled - from taking the long view, and 
thinking beyond the next election.
Of course there’s hope! Human beings are created for hope. 
Geneva, what is that for you?  
The most fascinating melting pot of people from all around the world, many of whom in one way or another 
are here to help in the struggle to improve the state of the world. That’s so cool…
 

How do you relax?  
Listening to Bach’s Cello Suites. Over and over again.
What is your motto in life? Where did that come from?  
Carpe diem. No, that’s so hackneyed. How about tempus fugit. And: This, too, will pass...
 

Life … do you think you have figured it out now …?  
Still working on it…

SUMMER 2013

ART!
In the two previous editions of the Geneva Lutheran various members of our Congregation shared their 
favourite works art with the readers. They explained their fascination with well  known and lesser known 
books, paintings, triumphs of architecture and other expressions of human genius, and in so doing perhaps 
also revealed aspects of their personality. This edition marks the end of the ART series, which we celebrate 
through contributions by Mark Miller, Jaap Schep, Cynthia Wilbers and Sylvain Thévoz. 

Many thanks to all who have contributed to this campaign!
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In my case I'll say something about The Potato Eaters, by Vincent van Gogh. 
When I went to school 'papers' or 'presentations' were not yet a common thing to prepare, but when it 
happened in early high school I chose Vincent van Gogh as a subject. I had visited the then brand new Van 
Gogh museum in Amsterdam and – even more than through the beauty and expression/impression of the 
paintings - became increasingly intrigued by the life journey of this very sensitive and pure person. Well-
known writers had written scientific and romanticized biographies of his life.

The Potato Eaters represents an early stage in Vincent's development as an artist. It bridges his religious, 
spiritual and social engagement during his youth and the technical-artistic  development of his own 
'impressionistic' style, best known from his ‘French’ period. What intrigued me and inspired me in Vincent is 
that - although from a well-to-do family - he intentionally went to a poor mining area (the Borinage) as an 
evangelist, to a poor fishermen's village near the Hague, and to the poorest province in the Netherlands in 
his time: Drenthe. He lived in solidarity and in shared poverty with the common people. As a young boy I 
read his collected letters and this shaped my own identity and person I wanted to become in significant part.

The Potato Eaters is the most best known painting of his ‘Drenthe’ period. His Drenthe works, especially the 
studies of people, faces and hands, left a deep impression on me. My mother - born in Drenthe - told me 
then that as a child she had still  seen the ‘plaggen-hutten’ (peat huts) of the local workers. Their living 
conditions were equal to that of the tribals in India or the landless labourers in Bangladesh.

Vincent’s letters convey his sadness and anger about the socio-economic structures that caused and 
perpetuated this poverty and suffering.  The people in these paintings are introvert and look sad or tired.  
Occasionally, some of the younger people that he painted in that period have a hint or little spark of 
happiness, but that’s almost an exception.
Later on, I re-discovered The Potato Eaters on the wall right next to the dining table at Dorine's parents.  
The children had given this painting (a reproduction, not the original...) to their parents, because it was 
potato harvesting (in the framework of a student aid programme) that had brought Dorine's 
father to Scotland - where he proceeded to meet his future wife Sheena Neilson. In other words: without 
these potatoes I would not have married Dorine!

I want to conclude this reflection with a note on the colours that Vincent used. The colours of his The Hague 
and Drenthe periods reflect the mud and the rain of my beloved 'kikkerlandje' (literally: frog country!). They 
also symbolize the poverty and suffering of the marginalized. On the other hand, the yellow of the wheat, the 
white, pink and light-blue of the cherry blossoms and all the other bright and 'sunny' colours in his ‘French’ 
paintings show a different perspective of life that can be - and normally is - liberating for the 'Netherlanders'. 
Yet unfortunately, Vincent could not get rid of the browns and greys in his head; the warm climate of the 
South of France could not remove the sombreness of the lack of recognition from which he suffered; or the 
deep doubts he felt about his own purpose in life. 
I concluded my presentation in the early seventies with the wish that Vincent could have seen the joy, 
admiration and respect earned by his paintings among the countless admirers who come to view his work.
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Mark Miller’s choice: My Favorite Paintings by My Favorite Artist
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First of all, we joke about one of my favorites, 
‘The Red Turbans’, which was in the first exhibition that I 
saw of Vicki’s artwork in 1998. When I first saw the 
painting I did not look at the price, as I wanted to buy the 
painting, no matter what the price. Unfortunately this 
painting was not for sale as the artist refused to sell  it! 
So, the only option that I had was to get married to Vicki 
(the artist), so that I could have that painting at home with 
me.  
It now has a prominent place in our bedroom and it is a 
constant reminder of the first exhibition of Vicki’s artwork 
that I attended (and is a memory and reminder of the 
start of our relationship).

When Maarten asked me to write an article about my favorite work of art, I first decided to look at what had 
been written in previous articles and I had already thought about doing something different. At the same 
time, I knew exactly whose and which artworks I would share with all  of you. In fact, you may already know 
the artist and maybe even know the works personally, as my wife, Victoria Menezes Miller, has painted all of 
my favorite works of art!

Over the years, Vicki has had many, many exhibitions of her artwork in Geneva with quite a number in the 
International Organizations and other venues, including, but not limited to: the World Intellectual  Property 
Organization (WIPO – where she has her ‘day’ job), the World Trade Organization (WTO), the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), a Montreux Art Gallery (MAG) exhibition, and many joint exhibitions as well.  
Her artwork can be found in 4 continents worldwide with works now residing in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas.

Getting back to my favorite artworks – I have 
another favorite painting which Vicki did in 
Bourg de Four (next to our Lutheran Church in 
the Geneva old town). This painting again 
represents a time in our lives when we both 
participated in the Art Air event in Geneva, 
which was always one of the ‘sacred’ weekends 
for us in Switzerland. This event is no longer 
being held, so the works done during that time 
are quite special for us both. The painting also 
represents a style (watercolor/pen and ink), 
which is different from ‘The Red Turbans’  (done 
in oil paint).

For me, Vicki’s paintings have almost a spiritual quality and I take inspiration from her work. For example, 
her series of open doors really represents to me the open opportunities for the future. Even more, the bright 
colors that she often uses help to keep brightness and life into my attitude for the future. Having had some 
significant challenges in the past few years it has been difficult for Vicki  to focus on her artwork, but with new 
media it does allow many new opportunities to share her artistic viewpoint with the world. 

Here I also share with you another painting with a very special meaning to me – Vicki  painted this on her 
Samsung tablet computer while in my hospital  room at the Valmont Clinique above Montreux .It represents a 
difficult time in our lives and reminds me of how thankful that I am to have Vicki as my wife!

Quite often Vicki has used my photographs as the basis for some of her artworks, but truly she is a better 
photographer than me, given her artist’s eye.

Yes, I am really proud of my wife and she always says that I am her #1 fan – it is true. While Vicki is not 
famous outside Geneva, many of you already know her works and know her, so I hope and trust that you will 
enjoy what I have shared with you.
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Cynthia Wilbers’ choice: Girl With the Pearl Earring

I was glad when someone wrote a book about her because I had always wanted her to have a story.  
In Girl  With the Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier, the velvet darkness that surrounds her face and shoulders 
is illuminated by a tale of the author’s imagining. Through the book, I am able to peer into that unfathomable 
darkness and uncover a story behind the slightly startled look on the mysterious young girl’s face.  

It may not be the story that I would have written, but I 
find that it fits her all  the same. I can hear the muted 
sounds of servants, children and tradesmen in the 
courtyard below, where washing that she had, earlier 
on, boiled and scrubbed and wrung out, flaps on the 
wind under a warming, end-of-winter sun. Sunlight 
filters through the dust-streaked windowpanes which 
she has refrained from cleaning so as not to disturb 
the play of light and shadows on her averted face and 
luxurious, borrowed clothes. 

Her eyes are turned away from the source of the light.  
She looks out of the painting towards me. But she 
does not see me. According to the story, there is 
something between us that has unexpectedly caught 
her attention. Something or someone who has caused 
her to turn her head suddenly, a little surprised, a little 
apprehensive, a little in anticipation. There is a tiny 
smile playing on the corners of her slightly parted lips.  
‘You startled me,’ she says quietly. The great artist 
laughs a low, soft laugh, picks up the paintbrushes 
that she has laid out, chooses one and dips it into the 
paints that she has stayed up night after night to grind 
and mix for him. He steps up to the canvass from 
which her amused, intelligent eyes look out at him, 
following his every move. 
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The painting is their secret. No one in the great house knows of its existence. 
Not his ever-complaining wife, not his domineering mother, not one of the 
other maids, jealous of her unrestricted access to the studio from which they 
are all  barred. He dabs a point of light onto the large grey pearl  which hangs 
from her ear, making it glow out of the darkness, magically drawing the 
viewer’s attention to it and giving the painting its name.

I loved this wonderful painting by Johannes Vermeer long before I read and 
loved the book about the girl. I love the book because it has enabled me to 
see the painting with new eyes, to see it in a story, art illuminating art.

Sylvain Thévoz’ choice: Jesus the Liberator written by Jon Sobrino 
(Jesucristo	  liberador.	  Lectura	  histórico-‐teológica	  de	  Jesús	  de	  Nazaret,	  1993)

‘How do we talk about God after Auschwitz’  you ask yourselves, 
over there, on the other side of the sea, in plenty. ‘How do we talk 
about God inside Auschwitz?’ ask my friends here, laden with 
reason, weeping and blood, immersed in the daily deaths of 
millions. Jon Sobrino, Jesus the liberator.

It was during my first trip to Latin America in 2005 that I discovered 
liberation theology, and works of people like Leonardo Boff, 
Gustavo Gutierrez, Juan Luis Segundo and… Jon Sobrino.  
I was working by then with an NGO, visiting people in prisons in 
La Paz, Bolivia. And the book of Jon Sobrino struck me. Why? 
Because of the power of his interpretation of Christian faith in the 
face of the poor's suffering, their struggle and hope.  

What is liberation theology?

Liberation theology emerged in the late 60’s in Latin America 
during a period of dictatorship and oppression. The core of this 
doctrine is the commitment to the poor. A few theologians by then 
denounced the conditions presiding situations of inequality. And 
until today it is still  a growing social and political movement which 
improves consciousness. I read Jon Sobrino when I was entering 
the jails and discovered that there were many ways to be deprived 
of freedom. 

I learned that the liberation theology is contextual, inductive. It starts from the living experience and moves 
to an inspiring transcendence. Then it returns to the field. It looks out for the poor. Jesus the liberator 
changed my mind and vision of Christianity and my relationship with Jesus. Jesus became for me a fighter 
and a man fighting with a deep sense of social justice. What we call reality, for Jon Sobrino, must be read in 
the light of experience, and the experience must be interpreted in the light of the bible. Before this book, my 
experience of Christianity was mainly a spiritual  or conceptual one. After this book and my experience in 
Boliva it became political, and existential, linked with moments of every day life and social movements. 

Marxism, in this book, is used as a tool of social  analysis. But Marxism is not the end of the story. It merely 
serves as a tool  to interpret reality. And reality is a social construction. The purpose of the book is the faith 
and the figure of Jesus Christ and the expression of the contradictions and struggles for every people. The 
method of ‘see-judge-act’ of the liberation theology gave me a new vision of life and a new dynamic to live in 
it. See the reality, judge this reality in the light of the bible and act to change it! 

Well, this gave me power and energy to change things, to fight for those changes. 

What is the meaning of the term liberation? The main idea is to give power to the poor to free themselves 
from what oppresses them (of course it’s linked with the episode in the bible of the Jewish people escaping 
from slavery in Egypt). It illustrates the liberation from economic chains, poverty, but also symbolic  poverties: 
fears, mental  poverty and physical  violence. Sobrino recalls to us that we cannot free people by doing an 
operation of charity, but we can give tools for people to free themselves in order to control their destiny. And 
that we must first free ourselves. The power is then transferred into the hands of the poor, by themselves! 
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Christianity is not a religion of fatalism but of movement, energy and creation! Christ is being read here as 
the figure of a social revolutionary. Jesus Christ: the first socialist! 

Liberation theology has many faces. It became plural  in the eighties and with the fall of the Berlin Wall  and 
the abandonment of ideologies in the nineties, opened up to new political interpretation – by indigenous 
theologies (taking into account the peculiarities and cultural characteristics), feminists theologies (the woman 
is a figure doubly oppressed, by virtue of its gender and its class), ecological (the earth cries out against the 
abuses that it suffers at the hands of the economic powers). The challenge is huge: to improve the 
distribution of wealth, to alleviate suffering and to make sense of both individual and social existence.

The book of Jon Sobrino helped me to move from inspiration to action. How is liberation theology linked to 
our lives here and now? How can it inspire us to stem the violence of ‘reality’ and help us improve our social 
awareness, to accept others with their differences and beliefs?  

When I came back from this trip in Latin America I discovered that somewhere in Geneva a Brazilian pastor, 
Lusmarina Campos Garcia, was preaching and giving a voice to Sobrino’s book. That helped me to get close 
to the Lutheran church, and makes me feel at home there. It was incredible to find right here in Geneva, 
Switzerland, the brain of the capitalistic world, such a free and stimulating voice. 

Today, more than ever, men and women crave for responses to pain of everyday life, mental suffering, 
loneliness, anonymity and urban violence.The thirst for  justice and peace is huge, and the absurdity of an 
ideological system that continues to enrich the rich at the expense of the poorest is devastating.  
By exhausting to excess the planet, by letting pollution become a heritage of debt for the future generations, 
we abscond our responsibility.  We need now to build bridges between the conscience and beliefs, and as 
Christians play a strong political role. 

What answers can we give as Christians to excessive competitiveness, and merchant utilitarianism where 
morality and ethics have been fragmented to the point of becoming just words or postures? What can we do 
here and now, to improve, in Geneva, the situation of migrants or people living as slaves? How can we take 
conscience of how poor we are, and how much poorer we can become if we don’t change?   

The work of Jon Sobrino gave me a new vision of the world and a new vision 
of the deepness and mystery of Christianity. It gave me the desire to get into 
politics and get commited in the local parliament. It helped me find Lusmarina 
Campos Garcia and the Lutheran church, feeling that an expression of Christ 
and of truth was and is still given there.  

Thank God for giving us the things we need on our way. Thank our political 
consciousness for grasping it ! 

The German speaking Lutheran Congregation in Geneva: a profile of our sister-
Congregation through 13 questions to Pastor Marc Blessing

Can you briefly describe the history of your 
congregation?
The German speaking Congregation (GSC) was founded in 
1707 by German Lutheran traders who fled France after the 
revocation of the Edict of Nantes, which had guaranteed 
freedom of religion to the Protestants. So they came to 
Geneva and shortly thereafter, as they had the financial 
means, applied for permission to have their own Lutheran 
parish and church. They were allowed to have a sanctuary, 
but not a clock steeple, as the building should not be 
recognizable from the outside as being a church. Still, since 
over 300 years the GSC is there in prayers and preaching 
and teaching and diaconical work. Perhaps it is as well interesting to know that in the times of the Nazi 
regime in Germany the Government tried to send a Nazi pastor to Geneva. That was the point where the 
Congregational  Committee decided that the pastor shall not have a voting seat in the Committee - and still 
doesn't have today, as an expression of GSC’s autonomy in relation to the EKD, the Evangelical Church in 
Germany.
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It is a great attribute of this Congregation that 
whenever someone needs help or is in the 
process of dying there are members of the 
Congregation who are there, helping, praying, 
accompanying. That is great. Socially speaking the 
members of our Congregation come from all 
different backgrounds, from handymen to 
comfortable elderly women married to local 
husbands. As a Congregation we are not terribly 
rich but neither very poor. All in all I would say that 
our members are just normal, down to earth 
people. Wi th a s t rong d iaconica l hear t 
(Bonhoeffers: ‘Die Kirche ist nur Kirche wenn sie 
für andere da ist’ – the Church is not a Church 
when it doesn’t serve others) and with a strong 
ecumenical openness. 
Your worship service, is it different somehow 
from what you are used to in your home 
country?
Yes and no. On most Sundays we celebrate a 
rather ‘normal’ Lutheran service, with traditional 
Lutheran hymns and liturgy from Germany, which 
is important for most of the elder members having 
this need of ‘feeling at home’. On the other hand, I 
also feel free to experiment with new songs, to 
have a more modern liturgy, new ways of 
celebrating (like the Thomas mass, politically-
oriented prayers, meditative services, services for 
and with young people, inter-religous prayer, 
cantata-services, etc.) – in this I learn a lot from 
the English speaking Congregation and its fresh 
way of celebrating, for instance at Easter eve, at 
the Fête de la Musique, and so on. 
What is it that you are trying to bring to your 
congregation - how would you like to make a 
difference?
• I try to connect younger people to the Christian 
faith by experiencing with them that being a 
Christian can mean having fun and discuss 
important questions about God, creation, faith, etc.  
At the moment we are going through a process of 
restructuring the work with children and 
youngsters and we listen carefully to what they 
say; their voice is an integral  part of our 
Congregation. 
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Where did you serve prior to your current call 
in Geneva? 
After my vicarage (practical  training for becoming a 
pastor) in Hannover and Brussels I served in 
Nordhorn, Lower Saxony (near the Dutch border), 
part-time in a Lutheran parish and part-time in an 
ecumenical monastery, Kloster Frenswegen, where 
six denominations worked and prayed together: 
Lutherans, Reformed, Old-Reformed, Baptists, 
Moravians and Roman-Catholics.
Could you say something about your 
background, and what made you decide to 
study Theology and then become a pastor?
I come from a Christian family.  My father had his 
own company trading with tools for metal work.  My 
mother taught German, French, music and 
religious instruction. Her father was a Lutheran 
pastor of the Confessing Church (Bekennende 
Kirche - against Hitler) - he died in the Second 
World War in Poland. My father’s family were 
farmers and foresters (Förster). Both families were 
confessing Christians. My father wanted me to take 
over his company. After graduation from school, 
being a conscientious objector against the military 
service, I worked for two years in an old people's 
home doing social  service instead. My grandfather 
on my father’s side had told me about his terrible 
experiences in the war, and it was his story that led 
me to refuse to join the military service. I then 
started worked in a company near Seattle, USA 
that was in a joint venture with my father's 
company near Seattle. I lived with the general 
manager who happened to be an admirer of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer. So we had a lot of discussions 
about being a Christian and what it meant to take 
responsibility in society, especially in a business 
context. It was all very exciting for me! That was 
the time when I started to doubt whether I was 
qualified to follow my father’s footsteps as a 
company boss, and when I realized that theology 
might be something I would like to get to know 
more about. Around the same time I experienced 
Christian summer camps in Lee Abbey, UK, where 
I was much impressed by the young adults who 
were praying with me, and where searched for 
answers to my questions about the existence of 
God. I travelled to Taizé in France and discovered 
silence and meditation as a way to experience God 
- not just by intellectual  thinking but by following 
one’s heart. To make a long story short… and so 
the day came where I had to tell  my father that I 
would not take over his business but instead would 
become a pastor.
How would you describe the membership of 
your congregation?
They all have experienced the emotion of leaving 
one’s first home behind and to find a new home in 
Geneva. Part of their feeling ‘at home’ in Geneva is 
that they continue to have a Church home – a 
place where they can speak and sing and pray in 
their mother tongue, a place that they can call their 
spiritual home away from home. Another part is 
that, as we all know, people need each other 
especially if someone gets ill or old or needs help.  
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• Music  is an important bridge to non-believers and 
to those who keep a critical  distance towards 
Church. So we have renewed our choir work: We 
offer six to eight music  projects per year and 
people can take part in as few or many projects as 
they like. We are trying to have two cantata 
services per year, because Bach is one of the best 
ambassadors of the Lutheran faith (but not the only 
one). And we are just on our way to have a Church 
(rock) band - they played for the first time at the 
confirmation service – with great success!

• I try to shape our Congregation as a visiting 
Congregation. That means that we don't wait for 
people to come to us but that we try to visit them at 
home or wherever we can reach them. We have a 
‘Besuchsdienstkreis’ (visiting group) that visits 
those who are ill, in hospital  or who simply wish to 
talk with someone from Church. We have a 
welcoming team that contacts new members and 
those who happen to come in for the first time and 
join us in our Sunday service.

• We are trying to be a diaconical Congregation.  
We give 10% of our budget to humanitarian and 
diaconical projects. One half of the amount stays in 
the Geneva area, the other is spent on projects 
across the world. 

• Church and school: As I teach at the German 
school I take the opportunity to explore the 
Christian faith in that context. This includes 
services and prayers with and for the pupils at the 
beginning and the end of the school  year and at 
Christmas time. And once a week I offer pastoral 
care (‘Schulerseelsorge’) for pupils and their 
parents, at their request.

• Spiritual life: I started to have house-groups 
(bible-study groups at home) but didn't succeed to 
have that across our membership. Just with the 
‘Junge Gemeinde’ (youth), and with some friends 
we have a ‘Hauskreis’ (home group).

What is the Christian education program of 
your congregation? And do you provide 
education for those children (of members) that 
attend the local (Francophone) public schools?
We offer a Christian education programme starting 
with the very young kids (1-5 year old) at ‘mini-
church’ - a 30 minute service once a month which 
is attended by young families (+/-30 people each 
service), continued by religious instruction for the 
6-10 year olds who don't get a religious education 
at school (once a month on a Saturday from 10.30 
- 12.00 hrs), followed by a pre-confirmation class 
for the 11-12 year olds (also on Saturdays from 
10.30 - 12.00 hrs once a month), followed by the 
confirmation class (once a month on a Saturday 
from 10.30 - 16.30 hrs), followed by the teen-group 
(‘Jugendgruppe’) that meets once a month on a 
Friday night from 19.00 - 21.00 hrs (we are just 
getting it started right now) and who help with 
confirmation class on Saturdays, followed by the 
‘Junge Gemeinde’, the young parish for the 18 - 35 
year olds, meeting once a month on a Wednesday 
night from 20.00 - 22.00 hrs (we are just getting 
them started again as they were in need of some 
‘resuscitation’ … ).

SUMMER 2013

We all know that the 'work' of a pastor is never-
ending, and never easy. How do you do it? 
What is it that keeps you going?
For my personal (body and soul) health I play 
football every Monday night with some international 
guys from all over the place (Italy, UK, Germany, 
Turkey, Switzerland, etc.). I love to attend services 
presided over by my colleagues, both English and 
German spoken. If I really feel down I visit people 
from our Congregation who are in need - and 
afterwards feel  much better. Once a week I try to 
have lunch or dinner with my wife only (without the 
kids!). On Sunday afternoons I try to spend time 
with our five children-  if I'm not too exhausted. To 
be honest… sometimes I just sleep the whole 
Sunday afternoon instead of playing with them and 
then feel guilty. Concerning my spiritual life we start 
every morning with some verses from the bible.  
We pray before every meal. And Karin and I are 
having our own ‘Hauskreis’/Bible study-group 
which is very important to me.
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Can you mention some highlights in your career as a pastor? Or is it rather about the small, 
everyday miracles...?
For to be honest: At the moment I'm just very thankful  that I can serve as a pastor in a very normal way.  
Nothing special  or outstanding. The daily work gives and fulfills me with joy. As my wife is ill  at the moment 
I'm very much aware of the fact how wonderful  it is to be able to get up in the morning without a headache 
or feeling ill, taking breakfast with the kids, working a couple of hours, waiting for the children to come back 
from school, listening to their questions and stories, working again until  late, being glad for the occasional 
night when there is no meeting, getting things (especially the sermon for Sunday) done in time, being able to 
accompany the members of our Congregation who are in need, and those who are not, having enough time 
for the ‘teamers’ and listening to their sorrows and joys, getting all  the things done that are required and still 
have some time left to give impulses here and there and - very important - to take a day off or just do 
nothing (which I love to do…). 
Geneva, what is that for you?
I love the international, multicolored, multi-lingual  multi-religious spirit of the city.  I'm happy to be so close to 
the world institutions both in the political (UNO etc.), the humanitarian (Red Cross etc.) and Church (LWF, 
WCC, etc.) universe.  It gives all  of us a wide horizon in our work and always reminds us that we do not live 
on an island of the happy few but that we have what is perhaps the highest responsibility, which is to help 
change the world into a better, more just, equal, beloved place, as we have the means the others don't 
have.
What is your hope for the world?
That my children will  find a place that is worthy to live in and that shows a glimpse (or more) of the Kingdom 
of God. 
How do you make your congregation known in the international context of Geneva? 
This is difficult: Taking the opportunity to celebrate whenever there are important political  occasions (the fall 
of the Berlin Wall, for instance), of course Internet, Gemeindebote (our Congregation’s journal), more difficult 
is ensuring some presence in the Geneva newspapers (but we managed in the context of the Minaret 
debate), the Fête de la Musique makes us the place to be (but not necessarily as a church) in Geneva's old 
town, and then there is of course the advent market!
God, who is he (she) for you?
My heavenly father, my creator, my fortress, my saviour - through Jesus Christ. But also: the hidden one, the 
one I sometimes don't know, the one to whom I cry, whom I mourn, the one I love, the one I quarrel with, my 
best friend and the one who challenges my intellect the most. And a whole lot more…

Tears gathered by Canada’s aboriginal people for sacred healing fire
By Kristine Greenaway

I was one of hundreds of people shedding tears in a meeting room of the Queen Elizabeth Hotel  in Montreal, 
Canada one April morning earlier this year. We had gathered for a hearing of Canada’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission into abuse at church-run residential schools for aboriginal children. 

A soft-spoken woman was testifying to her experience as a young child in a residential secondary school  in 
western Canada in the 1960’s. We were hushed, hanging on her every word with a mounting sense of 
dread. When she paused after describing her arrival at the school and began to cry into a handful of paper 
tissues, I knew what was coming. 

I braced myself as she drew a shaky breath and revealed the horror at the heart of her story with the simple 
words: ‘In my dreams years later, I could see a dark figure coming to me in the night.’ 

The dark figure raped her on four separate occasions. She was barely into her teen years.

She never saw his face during his night time attacks but his dark presence haunted her dreams for years 
until her husband could take it no longer and left.

For most of her life she has battled depression, but because she has seen the ravages of alcohol and drugs 
on her mother – herself a survivor of a residential  school – she has not sought refuge there. Instead, as an 
adolescent she withdrew into the prolonged sleep of deep depression. 

Finally the dreams that came to haunt her adult years drove her into therapy where she says she is making 
some progress. Testifying at the hearing was an important step in the healing process she told us: she felt 
that telling the story would get it out of her.

TRC volunteers stood by to gather up my tear-soaked tissues and mingle them with hers and with those 
collected at the four previous TRC hearings in other parts of Canada. When the hearings conclude in 2014, 
the tissues will be placed in a ‘sacred fire’. I hope the flames will cast light on the shadows of our churches’ 
history and release the tears for our collective healing.
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About Flipping the Classroom and Active Engagement - By John Evans-Klock

Invited by the Geneva Lutheran to write a 
reflection on a subject of his choice, high 
school teacher and fellow-member of our 
Congregation John Evans-Klock wrote an 
article that combines these two identities.  

We are most grateful to John – for 
his willingness to contribute as well as 

for his valuable insights.  

We hope that the reader will feel 
encouraged 

by John’s message and follow his example!

In my business, teaching, we are facing upheaval.  

On one hand, research shows students learn more if they organize and pursue active investigation projects 
together, rather than being relatively passive ‘receptacles’ for a dictated curriculum. On the other hand, the 
changing world of work reminds us of the basic  truth that no specific  bit of knowledge is likely to help more 
than a small  share of the students in later life, but skills in learning, communicating and cooperating are 
useful in most jobs that students aspire to. And as if these theoretical  messages were not enough pressure, 
on-line education, such as the “Khan Academy” and MIT’s “Open Courseware”, is offering fantastic  content 
at little or no cost.  

As a result we teachers are learning a new approach, often called ‘flipping the classroom’. This means 
handing the role of leader and expert over to students. We teachers set out some topic area for them to 
learn about, but most of the learning happens in the process of investigating to prepare projects and present 
them. These projects are their work – they organize a team to divide up the tasks and they structure 
deadlines and they create the finished product.  As often as not, they teach us. The results are usually better 
than what lecturing gives, and sometimes impressively so. And, by the way, everyone has more fun.

Fortunately there are still  classes with outside examinations, so stodgy geezers like me can continue doing 
the old tricks, instead of really learning the new ones. But I have genuinely enjoyed the times I flipped the 
classroom, even though I am not very skilled at it.

All  this got me thinking about church. For some time now there has been a growing awareness in the church 
that the traditional model  of church structure, in which the clergy have all  the expertise and authority and so 
they do the work, has some weaknesses. Not the least of these is that we are all  called to be ministers. We 
are to minister to each other, to our families, to our communities, and to the needy here and around the 
world. We are to be ambassadors of the kingdom, heralds of the Prince of Peace, and a light on a hill.

The Epistle to the Ephesians talks about ‘equipping the saints’ for ministry (4:12). The gifts given to the 
leadership are to provide us with the tools we need to be ministers. I don’t think that means we are supposed 
to learn Greek, but it might mean we learn a few basics about comforting the sick.  

I am not in favor of doing without a professional clergy, as the ‘Emerging Church’ movement suggests.  
Education for ministers avoids a lot of unnecessary struggle and a fair amount of wallowing in ignorance. 
I have been very grateful, over the years, to all  my pastors, for their dedication as well  as their skill. But I 
think when I assume that ministry is ‘not my job’ it bars me from the richness and the sharing that I have 
found in various types of service.

The comparison with education isn’t perfect. But the more I think about it, the more sense it makes to me 
that passivity is a weak model in both cases. Active engagement brings me the real  rewards of my spiritual 
life in community, just as active engagement brings a student more skills and more enjoyment.
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Your Church AGENDA

• At its meeting of Sunday 30 June the Congregational Committee elected officers for the coming 
year: Ralston Deffenbaugh, chairperson; Garland Pierce Vice-Chairperson; Maria Lucia Uribe Torres 
Secretary and Monika Herder, Treasurer. A Working Group was appointed to revitalize Concern 
Groups and provide Coordinators related to the Congregational Committee.  

• The Congregational  Committee has called a Congregational Assembly for Sunday, 22 September to 
vote on a proposed constitution. The proposal was approved in principle at our May annual 
assembly. If you have any amendments or edits to propose to the constitution, please submit them 
in writing to Ralston Deffenbaugh by 15 July.  

• Our congregation’s representatives to the Church Council for 2013 – 2014 will be Ralston 
Deffenbaugh, Monika Herder, Colette Bouka-Coula, Peter Prove and Wairimu Schmale.

• The Congregational Committee recommended people to be appointed to a call committee to begin 
the search for our new pastor. The Call Committee will be finalized by mid-July.  

• On Sunday 7 July Rev Roger Schmidt will  be our guest presider and preacher. On Sunday 14 July 
Rev Dagmar Magold will be our guest presider and Rev Terry MacArthur will be our guest preacher.

• The City of Geneva’s summer concert series, Music  et Vie, continues at our church Monday 
through Saturdays at 12h30 – 13h30 until 10 August.

• The BELKS (Federation of Lutheran Churches in Switzerland and the Principality of Lichtenstein) 
pastors will meet in Geneva 6 August.

• Geneva’s “Witnessing Together” is organizing a special World Council  of Churches Pre-Assembly 
event on Saturday, 14 September at the Ecumenical Center. The program will include: 

o Worship on the theme “God of Life” led by the Korean Presbyterian Church in Geneva; 
o A Bible Study on “Justice”, presented by Rev. Dong Sung; 
o A plenary presentation on the religious and political  situation in Korea (where the WCC 

Assembly will be held in October), presented by Rev. Jooseop Keum; 
o Ecumenical conversations on “Justice and Peace” including Israel and Palestine, by Maître 

Maurice Buttin, as well as legalizing undocumented workers in the Swiss domestic sector. 
 

• Sunday Church School and Sunday Play will  resume on Sunday, 15 September with an all-age, 
inter-generational  worship. The Sunday Spaghetti Factory Bible Study will  also resume on Sunday, 
15 September at 10h00. The Thursday Morning Bible Study will resume on 19 September at 9h30 
in the Ecumenical Center.

• Dr Clare Amos, of the World Council of Churches, will  lead a Bible Study on “The Gospel  of John:  
An Eagle’s Eye View” at Holy Trinity Church, Saturday 21 September from 10h00 – 13h00.  All are 
invited.  

• A Wednesday evening Bible Study led by Miriam Deffenbaugh will begin on 25 September. 
 The focus will be on the Book of Acts. Miriam, Wairimu Schmale and Pastor Larson will be 
 participating in an October congregational  study tour to Greece, In the Footsteps of St Paul, to 
 explore some of the sites described in Acts.  

• The Church Council, composed of members of the Congregational  Committees of the German, 
English and Swedish congregations, was unable to meet in June due to a lack of quorum. They will 
next meet on Thursday 26 September.   

• This year’s Congregational Retreat will be held on 27 – 28 September at St Cergue.  
 Mark your calendar and plan to join the event! 
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Refreshments after Worship

 Every week a neighbourhood group prepares refreshments after worship.
 If you are not sure which group you belong to, please contact the church office.

 7 July  G Chêne-Bougeries, Florissant, Cologny, Vésenaz, etc.
 14 July  H Lancy, Onex, Bernex, France Haute Savoie, etc.
 21 July  A Nyon, Coppet, Crans, Gex, Ferney Voltaire, etc.
 28 July  B Versoix, Bellevue, Chambésy, etc.
 4 August C Meyrin, Vernier, Châtelaine, Lignon, etc.
 11 August D Grand-Saconnex and Petit-Saconnex
 18 August E Servette, Pâquis, Vermont, Délices, etc.
 25 August F Centre Ville, Jonction, Carouge, Eaux-Vives, Acacias, etc.
 1 September G Chêne-Bougeries, Florissant, Cologny, Vésenaz, etc.
 8 September H Lancy, Onex, Bernex, France Haute Savoie, etc.
 15 September A Nyon, Coppet, Crans, Gex, Ferney Voltaire, etc.
 22 September B Versoix, Bellevue, Chambésy, etc.
 29 September C Meyrin, Vernier, Châtelaine, Lignon, etc.
 6 October D Grand-Saconnex and Petit-Saconnex
 13 October E Servette, Pâquis, Vermont, Délices, etc.
 20 October F Centre Ville, Jonction, Carouge, Eaux-Vives, Acacias, etc.

Regular Activities 
in our Church

Sunday Worship at 11h00

Christian Education Programme 
Adult Forum, 10h00 
(at the Spaghetti Factory)

Church School, 3-11 year old, 11h00

Sunday Play, under 3 year old, 11h00

Confirmation class, occasional 
Saturdays

Evening Bible study resumes in the 
end of September

Adult choir, every Thursday at 20h00

Prayer group, every other Monday at 
20h00

Our Church is open
Monday to Friday from 12h00 - 17h00

Contact Information

Interim Pastor
Rev. Dr. Stephen M. Larson 
Office: 022 310 50 89
Mobile: 079 103 21 04 
Pastor@GenevaLutheran.CH
Music and Choir Director
Rev. Terry MacArthur 
Music@GenevaLutheran.CH
Chairperson
Ralston Deffenbaugh 
Cc.chair@GenevaLutheran.CH
Treasurer
Monika Herder 
Treasurer@GenevaLutheran.CH
ELCG Church Office
Tuesday - Friday, 12h00 - 17h00 
Donna Phillips
Office: 022 310 50 89 
Office@GenevaLutheran.CH

Geneva Lutheran

Geneva Lutheran is published 
by the English Speaking 
Congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Geneva. 
Rue Verdaine 20
CH - 1204 Geneva
Switzerland

Postfinance
Account number: 12 9677 6
IBAN: 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC: POFICHBEXXX

Crédit Suisse
CH1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account number: 22674971
Clearing number: 4835
IBAN:
CH15 0483 5022 6749 7100 0
BIC: CRESCHZZ12A
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Buddies needed for the Geneva Lutheran!

Would you like to - occassionally - help Maarten and Caroline with the editing and/or the formatting of 
the Geneva Lutheran? Please contact us: maarten.wilbers@bluewin.ch or caroline.vanderveen@gmail.com. 
We look forward to hearing from you!

SUMMER 2013
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