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Out in the Open  
Pastor Andy Willis 
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It’s a warm summer evening in Geneva, the bright sun just beginning to fade at six o’clock in the 
evening. You’re strolling through the Old Town, minding your own business, maybe admiring 
the flower boxes on the Bourg-de-Four, thinking about stopping at one of the café tables, when 
you hear a sound coming from the far end of the square. 

Something is happening at that pretty old building that blends so well into the scenery. It 
looks like a grand house—you’ve never thought about it much before. But here the gates are, 
wide open, and people are singing and dancing while some guy blasts away on an accordion and 
another strums a guitar. You’re not sure just what’s going on, but the people are having a great 
time. Their good spirit is spilling out into the street. So you stop for a moment, lean against a 
shop nearby, and take it in. 

This was the scene at our church on a couple of Sunday evenings this summer. We called it 
“Summer Wine,” and those of us who attended had a wonderful time worshipping outside. We 
did most of what we would do on a Sunday morning: we read scripture, we prayed, we shared 
Communion, we sang a lot. And we did it out in the open. 

Partly this was selfish. Summer is wonderful in Geneva, and this was a great way to enjoy 
it. But it was more than that. We also worshipped outside on summer Saturdays in the Bourg-de-
Four with the hope that we might encounter some people who wouldn’t dream of setting foot 
inside a sanctuary on Sunday morning. 

And we did! We encountered lots of people. Many stopped to watch. Many turned on their 
cell phone cameras and snapped photos or video of these strange singing, dancing people. Many 
stayed around for some time. A few even made it through the gates and joined us for a glass of 
wine or juice after worship. 

So what do we take away from our summer experiment, besides the good times we had? 
For me, there’s a powerful reminder here that we have something very precious in our 
community. We have a beautiful and rich gathering of people around God’s gifts of life. We have 
something truly worthwhile here, and there is so much room to share it. 

So how can you be part of sharing the joy of our community with others? Can you think 
with us about ways to bring church out into the open? Can you join our outreach or fellowship 
teams in thinking about ways to connect with others? Who can you bring to worship with you this 
fall?  

As we start this new school year with a newsletter focused on themes of growth and 
change, how can you be part of growing our ministry so that others get to know something of the 
joy we’ve found here? Please spend some time with that question, and tell me what you come up 
with. We might just find our faith growing and deepening as well.  

 
Peace, 
Andy Willis 
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Young Adult Fellowship 
Marta Spangler 

 

Julianna and I have been working together this year to coordinate activities with young adults on 
behalf of the English speaking congregation of the ELCG.   It has been a privilege for me to meet 
and gather with such a diverse group of young people while I’ve been living here.  Every time 
that we gather as a group, we have a slightly different constellation of individuals, which I think 
is not only a characteristic of young adults being busy and in a transitional period of their lives, 
but I believe this also reflects the real context in which ELCG is doing its ministry.  Geneva is a 
place where people come, sometimes for several weeks, sometimes for several years, but no 
matter how long people sojourn here, many are seeking community.  For this reason, I feel 
particularly blessed as I have been able to extend the hospitality of the whole congregation to 
young adults calling Geneva home.   

In the picture above, our group was getting ready to hike the Saleve.  We had a beautiful 
hike that day, and many great conversations on the way up and down.  We’ve had many fun 
activities before and since, ranging from attending concerts over breakfast or in the evening, 
picnics, game night, and potlucks.  Each of these activities has given me the time to get to know 
people better and helped make Geneva feel like home for me.  But what has been especially joyful 
is the response from the congregation.  Individuals have come forward and offered hospitality to 
the group in a number of ways, offering their homes for gathering space, and more generally, 
their encouragement and enthusiasm.  In these moments it becomes abundantly clear that this 
group really is a ministry of the whole congregation, and it’s been a privilege to invite others to 
join us.     

  

  



  4  
  

Humanitarian Aid and the Earthquake in Nepal 
Pia Hannewald  

  

  This May, I joined a team on a trip to Nepal to assess some buildings damaged by the 
earthquakes that had taken place in April and May. To many of you working in the humanitarian 
field, this probably would have been a routine trip. But to me – never having worked in the 
humanitarian field before, never having been on a field trip after an earthquake, not being used to 
very short term organizations of seemingly very big tasks, feeling totally overwhelmed by my role 
as “expert” – this was anything but routine. It was positively exciting and nerve-wrecking at the 
same time. 

 
A few days before, when I was reading my Bible, I came across a verse that went along the 

lines that if you have the means to help others today, then do not wait, do not push it off but help 
now. I felt a bit like this was the chance to get out of the office where – in all safety – we do our 
calculations and assessment and out to a “real” place in which our assessment mattered right 
away. This was where the rubber hits the road so to say. And once we arrived, I realized that most 
of my worries were for nothing: Everything was well organized and the task was not 
overwhelming. There might be much to tell, but I want to share two things that somewhat stuck 
out to me. 

All the help… It seemed Nepal was overflowing with international organizations and 
people willing to help, but how can we effectively help? And how to organize and target all these 



  5  
  

humanitarian resources so that durable help arrives at the right places in the right time? I had 
heard about these issues from the newspapers before, but it is different to experience how it plays 
out in reality. And like many, I am wondering and don’t have answers, but still, we want to help.  
The response of the people: These are statements based purely on my personal, fleeting 
impressions, as I could not talk to locals and just watched people when we were driving by – but 
life just seemed to go on. Ordinary everyday life of preparing food, working in the field and other 
mundane things. People seemed to take what is left, rebuilt their houses, help each other and just 
carry on – seemingly more cheerful than I would have expected. 

 

 

 
Literature Corner 

Ruth Kobia 

My recommendation: Richard Rohr, Everything belongs: The gift of contemplative prayer, printed in 
The United States of America.  

This excellent book on prayer is simply written, and the author challenges us to a deeper 
prayer life, and helps the reader to know what contemplative prayer is all about. He advocates 
for social change whereby not only the systems are transformed but also where activists are 
transformed. Rohr says that this lack of inner transformation is what causes many social 
revolutions to fail. 

As a spiritual guide, Rohr teaches how to see anew, to accept oneself as a learner, 
consequently being open to transformation.  The author says that Jesus seemed to say that the 
expelled ones appeared to get his message faster.  Our world today, “has imperial systems of a 
culture of who is in and who is out, victors and victims but in God’s reign everything belongs.” 

I recommend this book for a group or individual study, and for those who wish to deepen 
their Christian Spirituality and prayer in our wounded world. The author is authentic and a 
“prophet of the contemporary church.” 
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Starting a family  
David Neill and Martina Caterina  

 

As we reflect on the past year, we would probably describe it as one of change, challenge, growth 
and blessing. The biggest change came last summer when we were blessed by the arrival of our 
daughter, Elisa, on the 22nd July, two weeks after our ‘due date’.  

Seeing Elisa grow and reach each developmental milestone has been an absolute joy for us. 
I know it’s a cliche but I can’t really describe it as anything other than a miracle. Watching her sit 
up, roll onto her tummy, crawl around the apartment, stand up on her own and utter her first 
words, both in Italian and English (although with a thick Northern Irish accent), have all brought 
smiles to our faces. 

It hasn’t all been easy, however. One of the difficulties we have both found is that our 
immediate families have not always been there to share in these wonderful moments with us. 
However, we have received great support and encouragement from those who find themselves in 
the same situation (of which there are many in Geneva) including our friends at ELCG. Having 
grown up in the family of the church myself, having Elisa baptised back home in Ireland at 
Christmas was very important for us, as was Elisa being accepted as a member of ELCG in 
Geneva. 

Having a child has at times been tiring, both physically and mentally and, as a result, I 
would say that we have both learned a lot about being slow to get angry and quick to forgive. It 
has also meant having to reprioritise various aspects of our lives – finding time for Elisa, for 
ourselves, for friends and quiet time for God – and if we’re being honest, we’ve met with varying 
degrees of success!  

As well as being a learning and growing process, the reality of having a child has produced 
some significant changes in perspective. On one side, it has brought an element of vulnerability, 
often having little or no control over Elisa’s health and development. Yet, on the other side, this 
has helped to nurture in us a deepening dependence and faith in God and his providence. It is in 
this hope that we look forward to the year to come as a family. 
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Rendez-Vous with Jonathan Frerichs  

  

Jonathan Frerichs, a consultant to the World Council of Churches, deposits flowers on August 6, 2015, at a memorial in Hiroshima, 
Japan, that commemorates the victims of the atomic bombing of the city by the United States in 1945. 

Jonathan Frerichs has been part of the ELCG community since 2004, and he was also part of the 
congregation for nearly a decade in the 1980s. His wife Marian Frerichs and daughter Lani 
Frerichs (when in Geneva) are also part of ELCG. In June 2015 he retired, and he has agreed to 
share his thoughts on “growing and changing” in this new phase. 
 
How was faith and the church part of your childhood?  
These were like a gift from my parents and the lives they and others led.  Faith and the church 
were part of our home and community. Looking back, my mother’s love and care and my father’s 
steadfastness and conviction stand out.  Trusting relationships between people, trusting God, the 
search for truth, seeking to walk in God’s way – these were all present.  We grew up with Bible 
stories, singing, sacred music, dramatizations of the Gospel at Easter, Christmas and other times, 
treks to distant village communities and more. 

My parents were missionaries and, like many mission and “third-culture kids”, we were 
faced with peculiar and sometimes unfortunate challenges as we tried to grow up.  What I just 
described now as the gift of faith was, at the time, more like learning how to swim without 
realising I was already wearing a life-jacket.   
 
As a child what did you want to be when you grew up? How did those dreams change (or not) 
during your education and early career?  
Peculiar “mission kid” challenge #1:  Growing up in the bush, in other cultures, at boarding 
schools, surrounded by missionaries who had sort of all chosen to do the same thing, and with 
only occasional visits to one’s own country and culture — these were interesting, distracting, 
energy-consuming factors.  They were not conducive to constructive learning about careers.  It 
seemed like most of boys wanted to be pilots when they grew up.  My big brother and two close 
friends actually did so. All of us flew often in small planes and idolized whichever mission pilot 
buzzed our mission stations the lowest. 



  8  
  

During a short stint in a U.S. high school, my first vocational interest test only told me I was 
interested in a lot of different things. 

During university, when political science and history had risen to the top of my choices, I 
thought I might become a professor.  Job prospects were poor, however, and further studies in 
mass media led into different kinds of communication work related to public issues and world 
affairs.     
      
What was your first ‘serious’ job? How did you land it?  
There were “serious” jobs to pay for university – washing dishes, being a waiter, driving school 
vans and snowplows.  My first more serious job was supposed to be as a television 
reporter.  Three stations with job openings told me they would like to hire me but had to hire 
females, so I took a job teaching entry-level university courses in political science and journalism.   
 
Is there something you would have liked to have done professionally but weren’t able to? 
The world is such an interesting place that that list is quite long.  I’d be happy to exchange 
answers at coffee hour.  
 
What place does our congregation have in your life?  How do you participate in our ministries 
and activities?   
I am especially interested in the way our congregation informs and guides the work we do during 
the week.  It has a lot to do with that for me, and I am sure the same is true for others.  A few 
years ago some of the CERN staff brought their work into worship and discussions which shared 
a lot of insights all round. 

Like many congregations, ours is a spring where one can drink the waters of life.  It is 
natural to make friends with others who come to such a place.  It is also natural to join in what is 
going on at the “well” – coffee hour, choir, fellowship activities, Bible studies, neighbourhood 
group, and sharing our troubles.  The annual retreat in St-Cergue is everything rolled into 
one.  One new family who came to the retreat when they hardly knew anyone, left the next day 
with a dozen friendships for the year they were here. 

It’s not conventional church life, but I take hikes with parish friends. These feel a bit like a 
men’s ministry.  (If any avid hikers are interested, let’s have a chat at coffee hour.) 
     
How has your approach to faith changed throughout your life?  
Whoever wrote these questions is quite ambitious.  Just a short reply:   
If one is essentially born a Christian, one still has to be born again from time to time.  I think it is 
easier to be born again in the first three or four decades of life, because there is perhaps more 
untapped emotion inside.   
 In later decades, the cure for complacency or spiritual disrepair for me is to wonder at, take 
courage from and delight in the depth and breadth of the Good News.  This happens in the 
various ways the Gospel is communicated, including in the inseparability of faith and works.  The 
most basic things in life grow in substance and in beauty with time. I believe that this is true 
everywhere in Gods’ wonderful world. 
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Do you have a life motto? 
No, but I do have three French phrases which can help foreigners who are living here (sans 
accents):  

• Ou ca glisse; ou ca colle. 
• Il y’a mieux, mais c’est plus cher. 
• On est la que pour bronze.  

Do you have any advice for young people who are struggling to either identify their 
professional path or advance in their career?  

• Here’s a brief piece of advice which I got.  It helps to keep the question in perspective, 
perhaps especially in a market-driven, and globalizing, economy:  Find the place where 
your skills and the world’s needs intersect. (Where “world” may mean neighbors, 
community or other inclusive environments of life and living.) 

• Memorize the three French phrases above.  Use them while you are here. 

The theme of this newsletter is “growing and changing.” Is there a related thought or verse of 
Scripture that is meaningful for you at this stage of your life?  
Jesus’ saying, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.” 
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Raising children in the faith  
Friedrich Lohmann 

  

The reason why I was asked to write this article can only be sheer numbers: more than twenty 
years’ experience as a father of five. I have neither great successes nor special recipes to witness. 
What I can share with you is just the result of twenty years of continuing education in education. 
“Continuing education” for myself – because being a father appears to me like a steady process of 
learning. 

It was learning by doing. I had no educational master plan when Vincent, our first son, was 
born. Many things just happened, and as always it is only with hindsight that you can judge 
whether your ideas were good or not. 

First of all, raising children in the faith means for me to be a good role model. Young 
children imitate a lot what their parents are doing, and when they get older, authenticity becomes 
a key word for them. What you say must be matched by what you do. So for me, the most 
important way to teach them the Gospel is by living up to its message. Empathy with others, 
truthfulness, reliability, thankfulness are some of the attitudes which are encouraged by Jesus and 
which I try to practice authentically. 

There is also the Gospel itself. We do not practice regular reading of the Bible in our family, 
but once in a while, when I feel it appropriate, I retell stories of the Bible to my children. This has 
happened in rather unusual situations: on a hike, in a bus, at lunch. Sometimes our conversation 
just turns in a direction when a Biblical story seems to me like the best comment to the topic in 
question. This does not mean that I am against having a fixed time for the Bible on a daily basis; it 
is just that our schedules are too different and irregular to make that happen. Going to Church is 
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somehow the same: I do not go every Sunday, but when I go, I encourage the children to go with 
me. 

There is, however, one regular ritual I have done and still do with the smaller children. 
When they are in bed for the night, I say a prayer for them. It always begins with the same phrase: 
“God, our father, thank you for this beautiful day.” (I say it in German, but the translation should 
be something like that.) And then I try to recall situations or encounters that were “good” for 
them. Some of these memories of the day may have been rather trivial, but it seems important to 
me to be aware myself and to make the children aware of the fact that there is no day when there 
is nothing to be thankful for. I then sing a verse from a Christian evening song and leave them for 
the night. 

“Raising children in the faith” – I won’t write a manual on that topic. I try my best, and in 
the end, as parents, we can only hope that our efforts bring their fruits, with the help of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Notice: Book Sale at the Library in English 
Your English Language Library in Geneva 

Don’t miss our Autumn BOOK SALE in November 6-8 
with thousands of second hand books, DVDs and CDs for 
all ages. Tearoom with home baked cakes.  

Friday 10.00-18. 00, Saturday 10.00-17.00, Sunday 12.00-
16.00 

Story hour for 3-7 years olds every Wednesday at 3 p.m. 
during the school calendar year is open to non-members. 

Become a member and enjoy over 12,000 books, including current bestsellers. As a member, you 
are welcome to the Members Book Sale preview: Thursday, November 5 15:00-18:00. 

Cleaning, moving out, bring unwanted books to the library during opening hours - The Library in 
English depends on donations of used books for its book sales. Children’s books and DVDs are 
particularly welcome. 

3 Rue de Monthoux, close to the train station, tram, bus and Mouette ferry stops. 
Find more about us at  www.thelibrary.ch or call 022 732 80 97. 
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Education Hour this Fall 
 

In the hour before Sunday worship, from 9h45 until 10h45, we’ll gather once again for educational 
offerings throughout the year. Sometimes we’ll read a book, sometimes we’ll discuss biblical texts, 
and sometimes we’ll study another topic connected to our faith. All are always welcome to join. 

Here’s a glimpse of the offerings coming this fall: 

13 September – 18 October: Introduction to the Lutheran Tradition 
Ever wonder what makes Lutherans distinct within the Christian family? Pastor Willis and 
congregation members from the Lutheran World Federation will lead discussion on several key 
areas, including theology, worship, and interfaith relations. Whether you’re a lifelong Lutheran or 
new to this tradition, this is a great opportunity to learn more about this vital church that we’re a 
part of. 

25 October – 20 December: The Parables of Jesus 
As our guide through the parables, we’ll be reading Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of 
a Controversial Rabbi, a new book by Amy-Jill Levine. Levine is a Jewish biblical scholar who 
brings a fresh and thoughtful perspective to these challenging, fascinating stories. 
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