Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva

Installation of Rev. Andrew Willis as Pastor
for the English-speaking Congregation

English Speaking Congregation Fall 2014

By Andrew and Marit Bauer-Moore

On Sunday, 11 May 2014,
the fourth Sunday of Easter,
we celebrated the formal
installation of our new
Pastor, the Rev. Andy
Willis, and officially
welcomed his wife Grete
and their
son Trygve to our
congregation.
As is usual at our church, there was no shortage of pastors on hand. We were honoured to have the
participation of the following local clergy: Rev. Marc
Blessing, German-speaking congregation (ELCG), Rev.
Carolyn Cooke, La Côte Anglican Church, Rev. Martin
Junge, Lutheran World Federation, Dr. Rev. Stephen
Larson, English-speaking congregation (ELCG), Rev. Dr.
Elieshi Mungure, English-speaking congregation
(ELCG), Rev. Dr. Elaine Neuenfeldt, English-speaking
congregation (ELCG), Rev. Lars Parkman, Church of
Sweden, Rev. Roger Schmidt, German-speaking
congregation (ELCG),and Rev. Dr. Falko von Saldern,
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bern, Chair of the
Council of Pastors, Federation of
Lutheran Churches in Switzerland
and the Principality of
Liechtenstein.
The service was accompanied by a
brass band, and the usual
wonderful music of the ESC Choir
and congregation under the
direction of Terry MacArthur, Koko
Taylor and Andrew Donaldson.
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The celebration of a new period in the life of the
English-speaking congregation was beautifully
symbolised by the baptisms of Amogelo and
Ofentse Mpufane. The water of baptism: new
beginnings full of promise.

Pastor Marc Blessing gave a very touching sermon,
based on Psalm 23, at the end of which he presented
Andy with a staff, as the new shepherd of our
congregation. The staff was passed from one
shepherd to another, to be used to guide the
congregation and for the shepherd to lean on for
comfort.

At the end of the service, we all placed our hands on Andy, Grete and Trygve, either directly or
through our neighbours, and formed one extended family. May our family thrive in the Holy Spirit,
and grow in love and wisdom through the ministry of Pastor Andy.

Welcome to Geneva!
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Welcome to President Garland Pierce!
By Ralston Deffenbaugh
As the outgoing English-Speaking Congregation President, it’s my great pleasure to introduce the
new ESC Congregation President, the Rev. Garland F. Pierce.
Many of you know Garland; some do not. Garland is a pastor of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church who comes from the state of
South Carolina in the United States. He works at the World Council of
Churches as a top assistant and adviser to the General Secretary, the
Rev. Olav Fykse Tveit. Prior to coming to Geneva, Garland has served
congregations in the U.S, worked at the WCC’s New York office and
served as Associate General Secretary for Education and Leadership
Ministries at the National Council of Churches, USA.
For the past year, Garland has served as our congregation’s vice
president. When I first approached him about serving on the
Congregation Council, he mentioned how he had been a pastor
working with a council, but had never been a council member before. I
suggested that that would be a good experience, and thankfully he agreed.
Garland brings gifts of deep church commitment, solid theology, good humor, and the characteristic
that is captured in the old-fashioned term “churchmanship”—the respectful knowledge of what
makes for good governance, good pastor-lay relationships and a healthy church.
We are blessed to have Garland as our new Congregation President.

Choir resumes
It is no longer just a figment in a choir director’s imagination. Singing is a choir has proven
beneficial results. Several studies have now confirmed that choir singing is good for the brain. But
singing is choir is not a health regimen. To make music together makes joy.
You don’t need to be able to read music. Terry sends out mini files, so you can
listen beforehand and learn the music by hearing as well as by seeing. You don’t
need to have graduated from music school or sung in a choir before. You don’t
need to commit yourself for every Thursday night from here to eternity. Because
many people travel, we are accepting of those who cannot get there every
week. All you need is a willingness to open your mouth, and let the song flow.
But we do need you. Koko and Terry do not a choir make. Come and sing.
Choir practice takes place in the church from 20h00 until 21h30 on Thursday nights. We will begin 4
September. Because of the Jeune Genevois holiday, we will NOT have practice 11 September. But
then we continue for the Thursday nights after that.
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Choir Festival
By Terry MacArthur

The affirmations floating down from the balcony,
as if from heaven, became the basis for retelling the
Choir Festival to Max on Sunday afternoon. The
words of appreciation spilled off the different
papers as I pulled the greetings randomly from the
large envelope in which they had been collected.
An old seminary professor called them ‘lived
moments,’ and the weekend had been full of them:




















A Hallelujah Chorus so irresistible that even the resistant Swiss, who had stalwartly refused
any score, joined in,
The incredible talent, which has inhabited our church, on display for the Saturday midday
concert,
The warm glow of singers enjoying one another’s company while enjoying the lunch Valerie
and Doreen had prepared and served,
Patty’s high notes,
The Tanzanian man asking if he could participate, having read about it on our web site,
the presentation of a favorite anthem autographed by the composer, (which we will sing
sometime this coming year,)
Jane attending the choir party even though she was not
feeling well, able to forget her illness laughing at Marian’s
uproarious caricature (not to mention Jonathan’s portrayal
of Koko,)
The sermon by Shanta, which shook the shackles and
promised a new movement towards justice fueled by
song,
The premiere of “We must sing you” Andrew’s anthem
written especially for the occasion,
The members of the Malagasy choir who practiced with
us, and who added anthems of their own,
The people who came from far away, and close at hand, to join the singing,
their stamina to keep going even when the music was difficult, and the time to get it secure not
enough,
The solemnity, which after the struggle through the first part of the Reformation anthem,
grasped us with the quiet grace of the new words for the passion chorale,
The auction of the first CD which produced not one winning bid but a voluntary second one,
to help pay for its costs,
The exuberance of the Taiwanese dance at the very end,
The line in front of me to get a newly purchased CD autographed,
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The dash for the string music buried in the sacristy, but then the joy of hearing the reconfigured Lohmann quartet, (how many families can boast two
different ways to compose a string quartet from family members,)
The magic of the congregational sound bouncing off the bells of St.
Pierre.

With so much affirmation how is one supposed to practice the gift of
humility?

Many have told me the week-end was good
for them as well. It was not just a MacArthur fest, but finding one’s
voice reaching to the rafters, along with other voices, becoming a
common voice in praise of God, with a trombone added in for extra
zest. The music flowed in and out of God’s word, lively, incarnate in
our midst, lifting its own voice with a song. It would not have been
possible without the help of many who organized, planned, cooked,
sang. In the singing, we had a glimpse of being free of the
chains, just as Shanta had preached.

If it is hard to be humble, it is
very easy to be thankful. The
accordion straps are on the
way, only a small part of your
gifts. When I wear them, the
affirmations will not only float from the sky, they will be on my
shoulders lifting the music within me to better serve you and the

God who calls us together to sing the good news.
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“Love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.”
(Romans 12:10)
By Ralston Deffenbaugh

Our Congregation Council (CC) met on June 29; it was my last meeting as Congregation President
after three years of service. It has become our tradition in the CC to take turns leading opening
devotions. I assigned myself the devotions that day because I wanted to conclude my service as
President by reflecting on St. Paul’s image of the Body of Christ.
If you have a moment, read Romans 12:1-12. In the first part, St. Paul exhorts the brothers and sisters
to “discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Of course, this is not
an easy task. How are we, poor simple mortals, to possibly discern what is the will of God? But
that’s just it—if we humble ourselves, and pray, and open ourselves to what God is saying, that
begins to make it possible for us to discern what is God’s will. And part of the reason for a
committee, a council, is that when people come together in Christ’s name, Christ promises to be with
us. We make it possible for the Holy Spirit to work among us. That’s certainly no guarantee that the
discernment will be right—after all, we are still fallible human beings—but it at least makes it
possible.
And then later on in the passage, St. Paul gives one of his several illustrations of the Body of
Christ. Like the human body, the Body of Christ has many members, each with different
functions. “We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us.” Yet we are all part of the
same Body.
In verse 8, St. Paul lists as one of the gifts, “the leader, in diligence”. This verse has been a comfort for
me. When I was 14, the year I was confirmed in our church, the call went out for more male voices in
the choir. My friend’s and my voices had changed and we showed up for choir practice. After half
an hour, the choir director invited me to leave. You see, I just don’t hear different tones very well. It
was a bit traumatic at the time. But as I grew older I learned that although I may not be able to sing
in the choir, I do know how to run a meeting. That’s my gift, a gift that differs according to the grace
given to me. And for me, it has been a great blessing to use my gifts in service for our church.
In my Bible, there’s a headline before verse 9 that reads, “Marks of the True Christian”. Then come
verses 9 and 10: “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.”
Not at all bad advice for how a Christian congregation should strive to live together! May this be so
for our Evangelical Lutheran Church in Geneva.
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Marit Lyon and Ano Mtata remember their confirmation in May 2014:
Marit: On the day of my confirmation, as soon as I arrived in church, I was greeted by everyone
telling me, "Congratulations, Marit!" The warm welcome definitely started out the church service
right. Another highlight I would have would be being able to sing with my fellow confirmand and
friends. Even though I was very nervous, it helped a lot to have them with me. When it finally came
to Ano and I being confirmed, seeing everyone truly interested and happy for us was very special.
Throughout my confirmation journey, I believe that my faith definitely developed and got stronger. I
also think that I developed more of an understanding of Lutheranism and the life of Christ and how
that impacted a lot of lives, as well as mine. I was also very lucky to have two pastors (Pastor Willis
and Pastor Larson) guide me through my journey of confirmation. So I got two different takes on
what confirmation was all about, which I think helped broaden my knowledge of my faith. Overall, I
thoroughly enjoyed that day, and my whole journey through confirmation as there were a lot of fun
never forget.
times I will

Ano, what did you feel about your confirmation? I felt that God was blessing me and guiding me
towards the best. I felt God‘s presence, which made me more confident.
Ano, what did your confirmation mean? It gave meaning to my baptism. It made me realize that I
must be more responsible and make right decisions.
Ano, what where the highlights of the day? The blessing was the highlight for me; as the Pastor was
blessing me, I felt that it was God was blessing me. The singing was also making everything connect
in a special way.
7

A Pentecost Pilgrimage
By Wendy Donaldson
On Pentecost Thursday, May 29th a group of pilgrims of all ages set out on a journey to Plateau
d’Assy in France. We met up at the Ecumenical Centre and enjoyed the sunshine and one another’s
company while the bus driver returned the small bus and exchanged it for the large bus we had
ordered to accommodate 50 of us!
When we reached our destination, the church of Notre Dame de Toute Grâce, we were given a short
tour of the sanctuary. There we were able to see and enjoy the many works of art in the church by
artists such as Matisse, Chagall and many others who donated these pieces during the construction of
the church in the 1950’s.
Some people boarded the bus to
continue further up the
mountain for lunch and a
beautiful view of Mont Blanc.
Choir members stayed at the
church for lunch and a rehearsal
with Andrew Donaldson for the
afternoon sung prayers.
Our host for the day was
Francçoise Eiberle of the
Catholic diocese of the area. She
made sure we had everything
we needed. She had also done
an excellent job of advertising
our visit to all the churches of
the area. As a result, we had a
full house for our musical offerings of prayer. The people of the area were particularly delighted with
our choice of many of the French songs that they knew well. Together we raised our voices in sung
ecumenical prayer.
The rain that had been predicted held off until
we were driving home. We ended the afternoon
with an apéro on the steps of the church. The
conversation was lively and the feelings
expressed by all were warm and appreciative.
We thoroughly enjoyed our time together and a
visit to a sacred place that many had not seen
before. Soli Deo Gloria!
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A Big Thank you to Caroline van der Veen and Maarten Wilbers
By Gladys Kiptum Yegon
The Geneva Lutheran has in the past featured in-depth biographies and interviews that have been
enjoyable to read and inspiring. It also has had great reflections on thematic and current ecumenical
issues that touch on the expression of our faith in day to day living.
It has been an amazing newsletter packed with great
information which has enriched the community of believers
here but also those living away from Geneva who have kept
in touch through the newsletter.
The Geneva Lutheran has for the past many years been
edited by Maarten Wilbers and Caroline van der Veen whose
technical expertise has made it available every quarter. A lot of gratitude is
expressed to them for their diligence and sacrifice.

New Geneva Lutheran Format
By Andy Willis
If you’re a seasoned reader of the Geneva Lutheran, you’ve probably noticed by now that this issue
has a different look. Our longtime editorial team of Maarten Wilbers and Caroline van der Veen is
taking a much-deserved break, and Marit Bauer-Moore and Gladys Yegon have put together this new
issue. I know I speak for the whole congregation in giving thanks to all of you for your wonderful
service!
Along with the different layout, you may also notice that this issue is a bit shorter than you’re used
to. The outreach concern group is trying a different approach, relying more on our weekly
congregation-wide email for announcements and using the quarterly Geneva Lutheran primarily for
sharing feature articles related to the life of our congregation.
If you’re not currently receiving the weekly email, please contact the church office. And if you have
any feedback regarding this new approach to our congregation’s communications, please let us
know. You can contact the outreach concern group, the office, or me.
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Pastors Column
Giving Thanks, Looking Ahead

By Andy Willis

I had the great pleasure of sharing tables with many of you over the course of the summer. A total of
ten Table Talk gatherings were held in members’ homes during July, August, and September,
attended by about 60 members of the
congregation.
These gatherings were a wonderful
opportunity for me to spend time with
many of you and to think and dream
together about our congregation. If you
were part of one of the gatherings, you
know that we spent our time on two
questions:
What do you love about this
congregation?
As you think of the next season in the
congregation’s life, what are some areas in which you’d like to see some movement or change?
There’s not room for a full summary here, but I want to share with you a few common themes I
heard. I heard an abundance of gratitude for where this congregation has been and for who it is
today. This is a community that welcomes people from diverse places and traditions and life
experiences. A community that gathers around the font and the table and is fed by words of grace
and life. A community that worships with life and gratitude and openness to the world. A
community that shares one another’s joys and sorrows.
There is much to be thankful for and much to hope for as well. I heard hopes that we will find
additional intentional opportunities to grow in our faith together. That we will more fully tend to the
unique needs of all ages in our community. That we will grow in our practice of serving those in need
and in our support of other ministries. That we will find additional opportunities to spend time
together in fellowship.
Of course the Congregation Council and I will be prayerfully tending to what we’re hearing. And at
the same time, I hope you will continue to be part of what God is up to in our midst. That word
“church” is a tricky one: it’s not a building or a leadership group or a pastor. The church is all of us,
God’s people drawn together in this time and this place.
So if there’s a ministry idea buzzing around in you, let’s talk about it. Let’s treat those nudges and
inklings as the holy things they are. They might just be part of the way God is using us in that great
mission to bless and heal the world.
"Laid Table," image courtesy of Rgbstock: http://www.rgbstock.com/user/rkirbycom
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A Glimpse at This Fall
By Andy Willis
Here’s a quick preview of some events to watch for this fall in our congregation. Details will follow in
the weekly email and in Sunday worship bulletins.
All-congregation retreat: 26-27 September - The annual allcongregation retreat at the Monterêt Centre near St. Cergue is
coming up! This is a wonderful opportunity to spend time
together as a community--to laugh, pray, reflect, and worship
together. All are welcome and encouraged to attend, whether
you've been part of the congregation for years or weeks.
Confirmation for youth – This September, our
congregation’s confirmation class will begin once again. As in the past, the class will be for youth
who are about 13 and 14 years of age. One important change to be aware of: all confirmation students
will be required to work with a sponsor throughout the year, an adult member of the congregation
who is not a member of their family. This will be an opportunity for both student and sponsor to
learn from one another’s experiences and faith. So be prepared—you may be asked to serve as a
sponsor yourself!
Sunday morning class: “Practices of the Christian Faith” – While we often speak
about Christianity as a system of belief, it’s every bit as much a way of life, a distinct
way of being in the world. Practices like prayer, discernment, hospitality, and
keeping Sabbath are all a part of our faith. This fall, I’ll be leading a Sunday
morning class on central practices of the Christian faith. We’ll be using a now classic
book—Practicing Our Faith: A Way of Life for a Searching People by Dorothy
Bass—and structuring our time around discussion on what these practices look like
in our lives.
Tuesday evening Bible study: Jonah and Ruth - This fall, the Tuesday night Bible study will be
reading Jonah and Ruth—two short Old Testament books with great stories, fascinating characters,
and wonderful depictions of the mercy of God. We’ll start with Jonah at the end of September.
Connections class this October – Coming in October there will be an opportunity for new and
prospective members of our congregation to learn more about the church and its ministries. If you are
interested in joining the class or know of someone who may be, watch for more information in the
month ahead.
Harvest Festival – Every fall the congregation gathers for a festive afternoon party and auction. All
proceeds go toward our sharing ministry—our support of relief and development projects
throughout the world. Stay tuned for more information, and begin thinking about what you could
donate this year: a meal, a lesson, an item….
www.genevalutheran.ch Rue Verdaine 20, Geneva, Tel.: 022 310 5089 Email: office@genevalutheran.ch
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