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On Reformation Sunday we heard a variety of meanings and implications of the word “grace” in several languages; 
through the great cathedral bell, Clemence; and within the story of John Newton. But it was in song that we were 
grace-fully embraced. As the sermon concluded, the crystal clear voice of Kristeen Lynch soared alone, aloft over the 
assembly:

 T’was grace that taught my heart to fear.  And grace my fears relieved….

 ‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far and grace will lead me home.

Then the whole assembly stood and joined her song, with Terry at his Gospel best on the piano. At the last stanza the 
organ came in and I thought the roof of the church might lift off! I was not the only one with misty eyes.

From God’s Word read, proclaimed and sung, we moved into a narrative of grace as we confessed our faith in the 
words of the Apostles’ Creed, the Creed of our baptism. But most uncommonly, we did so using Martin Luther’s Small 
Catechism, complete with faith-forming commentary of “What does this mean?” and faith-full affirmation, “This is most 
certainly true.”

Our Reformation worship was something of a parable of grace for this interim time we have entered. For the grace of God 
will be our steady companion and grace will lead us home toward the future to which God is calling our congregation.

What might we expect this year?

We’ll journey through the roller coaster of emotions when a pastor leaves. What a celebration of love and thanksgiving 
it was that weekend of September 15 & 16 as we gave thanks to God for the ministry of Lusmarina and Fico. And now 
many of us grieve their absence and wonder about their future and ours. This transition time is an occasion to pray for 
Lus and Fico and to pray for our congregation. It’s a time to share those emotions of grief, loss, uncertainty as well as 
hope. And God’s grace will be our companion.

We are already into the process of self-study, examining who we are and from where we have come. The Governance 
Working Group is reflecting on our governing process and documents and will share a progress report at our December 
2 Assembly. The Congregational Committee retreat October 13 explored the 305 years of ELCG history, heard new 
insights from Pastor Marc Blessing of the German congregation and lifted up highlights, strengths and challenges from 
the 50+ years of our congregation. Still ahead of us is a study and articulation of our ministry context: How has the 
Geneva area changed in the past 25 years? What do the demographics tell us? What have other English-speaking 
churches in our area experienced? This self-study and contextual study will give us the foundation to articulate hopes, 
dreams, goals and strategic plans as we ask, “Where is God calling us?” And God’s grace will be our companion.

The November Congregational Retreat will use the metaphor of a garden to reflect on our life together through Bible 
study, music, worship, fellowship, a thought-full walk through the forest, fine food and recreation. And God’s grace will 
be our companion.

An Interim Ministry Task Team is taking shape. This small, representative group of veteran and newer members will 
work with the Congregational Committee to design, implement and evaluate a variety of events which invite each of us 
into dialogue and guide us through the self-study and visioning process. At the same time a survey document is nearing 
completion that will invite every member of the congregation to evaluate and comment on all aspects of our life together. 
The survey will be a fine example of Swiss democracy in action – every person has a voice and vote.  And God’s grace 
will be our companion.

At our December 2 Assembly we can also expect to hear a progress report on the timeline of our interim process, get a 
sample of what the congregational survey tells us and have a clearer sense of the months ahead as we move toward 
the appointment of a call committee and seek candidates to serve as our next called pastor. And God’s grace will be our 
companion.

As we journey through this interim time, we shall gather in weekly cycles of grace around God’s Word and Sacraments. 
We will pray and seek to discern that future to which God is calling us. Even as we do so, we will receive new members 
and send people to new assignments and homes with God’s blessing. We will welcome new sisters and brothers in 
Christ through the waters of baptism. We will nurture our faith in Bible Study, Confirmation class, Sunday Church School 
and children’s play. We will pray for, and accompany those among us who are ill. Neighborhood Groups will provide 
opportunities for fellowship and serve refreshments for Sunday fellowship. We will be invited and challenged to live 
faithful lives of stewardship, offering to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time and our possessions. We 
will extend our ministry and stewardship to the wider community and world through our Diakonia and Sharing Projects. 
We will reach out to invite friends, colleagues and others into this amazing congregation. 

And God’s grace will be our companion.

During this transitional interim season, we will not only be singing of it –                                                                    
We’ll be living in God’s amazing grace.

Reflections from our Interim Pastor
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This year’s Congregational Retreat will 
be held on 2 – 3 November, as always at the       

Domaine de Monteret in St. Cergue.

 Under the theme God’s Garden, the Fellowship 
Concern Group hopes to engage many in the 

congregation for song, food and some reflection 
on the past and dreaming toward the future.  

Do join the event!

Over the past year, I have written several times about the decisions our Congregational Committee and Congregational 
Assembly have and will be making about the transition from the pastoral ministry of our longtime Pastor Lusmarina 
Campos Garcia to the next long-term pastor, and the interim period in-between. Now I do so again.  

First off, I want to say how good and important it was, both for her and for our congregation, that we sent Pastor Lusma-
rina and her Fico off in such style! The Saturday evening celebration and the Sunday morning final worship (September 
15-16) were beautifully prepared, moving, and a fine tribute. Thanks be to God for Pastor Lusmarina and for her nine 
years of ministry with us in this place!

Next, our Congregation took a very important decision in calling the Rev. Stephen Larson to serve as our interim pastor, 
in principle for one year. Although his term officially began on October 1, Pastor Stephen took up the baton right away 
and began serving on Monday, September 17. We are indeed blessed to have such an outstanding pastor, preacher, 
and theologian to serve as our interim. And the fact that Pastor Stephen previously served as pastor of our congregation 
and has been able to get up to speed so quickly and smoothly has been especially important for many in our community.

I have reported to you previously that having an interim pastor is becoming increasingly common in Lutheran and other 
Protestant congregations in North America, especially when the outgoing pastor has served for a long period of time. It 
is something that healthy congregations do in order to (1) have time to grieve over the departure of the dear pastor who 
is leaving, (2) engage in a process of self-study and prayer in order to discern where God is leading the congregation at 
this time and in this place, and (3) better prepare for the search process for the next long-term pastor.  

Pastor Paul Rogers, a retired interim pastor and former member of this congregation, put it this way when he spoke at 
the Congregational Committee’s retreat a year ago October: There are two main roles of an interim pastor. The first is 
to be a pastor, a pastor of grace. Second is the role of a consultant, someone who is not involved in what the decisions 
will be, but one who is pushing the congregation into the process of making decisions. After the congregation has taken 
the time to identify its context, who it is, and what is its future, then the congregation will be better equipped to determine 
who should be the next pastor.  

In principle, we are planning on a one-year interim period. The first half of that year, between now and Easter time, will 
be that time of self-study and prayer and discernment. The interim process will be guided by Pastor Stephen, in concert 
with an Interim Ministry Task Team appointed by the Congregational Committee, made up of members from across 
the age groups, regions, cultures and denominations within our congregation, including Pastor Stephen and, on an 
ex-officio basis, myself.

In the second half of our interim year, from Easter time to the autumn, we will be equipped to carry out the call process 
for the new long-term pastor. We will appoint a Call Committee to guide this process and if all goes well, our new pastor 
will be installed sometime in the autumn of 2013.

During the interim period, we will be making decisions about our self-understanding, our mission, vision, and values as a 
congregation. This will help us to discern what type of pastor we will be looking for; what sort of ministries and outreach 
we will want to emphasize. Be prepared to share your insights and observations, both through a written survey and 
through discussions at various opportunities!

This interim period will also involve reviewing and updating our congregation’s governing documents. The Governance 
Working Group (made up of past and current chairpersons of the Congregational Committee) aims to make a thorough 
report to the December 2 Congregational Assembly and a final report to the May 2013 Assembly. At that time, based on 
the Governance Working Group’s deliberations, it is foreseen that the Congregational Committee will present recom-
mendations for amendments to the Congregational Constitution.

This interim period is an exciting and challenging one for our congregation. It can also be a deeply spiritual one, as we 
invite the Holy Spirit to be even more active among us, to help us discern and envision. Keep up your prayers, both for 
our congregation and for each other! Thank you.

Our Congregation’s Interim Process and Timeline
By Ralston Deffenbaugh, Chair of the Congregational Committee

Save the Date
• 

Our annual Harvest Festival will 
be held on 

Sunday 11 November, right after 
the worship service.  

Please come and participate in this 
joyful event! 

(Detailed announcement on 
page 9)

Save the Date
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Rendez-vous with... Pastor Stephen Larson - Respectfully submitted by Maarten Wilbers
With effect from 1 October of this year, Stephen Larson has been called as our congregation’s interim pastor.  
For some of our members pastor Larson is a familiar face, since this is the second time that he is called to serve in our 
community; for more recent arrivals among our members … and for those stalwarts who need a refresher … this edition of 
the Rendez-vous with’ features an interview with him. But first things first: Welcome back, pastor Larson!
When did you come to Geneva? Why? First time was in 
1970 for the LWF sponsored World Encounter of Lutheran 
Youth connected to the 5th LWF Assembly in Evian. I met 
Rebecca at that event and we attended church together at 
the ELCG – sat in the balcony and also signed the guest 
book.  First time to live in Geneva was 1988 – 2003 when 
I was called to serve as pastor of the English-speaking 
congregation. Second time to live here was in 2011 as a trai-
ling spouse when Rebecca was called to work with the ACT 
Alliance.

Three adjectives that describe who you are? Do you re-
semble your friends?  Pastor, Christian, compassionate.  
No, my friends are much better looking.

From whom have you learned the most? What is it that 
you have learned from him/her? Gordon Lathrop has been 
a mentor to me for 40+ years. In one non-credit campus mi-
nistry course he taught me more about the Biblical, liturgical, 
literary, symbolic, metaphorical matrix of what it means to be 
a pastor, theologian, presider, preacher who is engaged in 
life-long learning than any other course I took in seminary. 
He’s the best teacher I ever had and has continued to teach 
me over the years. I’m half-way through his latest book.

What traits do you appreciate in the opposite gender?  
Compassion, sense of humor, intelligence and patience. 

Our Congregation...  Our Sunday service… Our congre-
gation is one of the most extraordinary congregations on the 
planet – grounded in Lutheran Christian identity, afire with 
ecumenical faithfulness and international diversity.   The ori-
gin of our congregation is rooted in a mission of hospitality 
to refugees that continues to this day. Sunday morning is a 
foretaste of the feast to come – especially in the music and 
the Pentecost-like, multi-lingual Lord’s Prayer as we come to 
the Table of the Lord. 

Why? It’s an extraordinary congregation due to its multi-
Lutheran, ecumenical, international make-up; its Eucharistic 
hospitality to all the baptized people of God; Terry’s amazing 
gift of bringing international music to life in a multitude of 
languages and styles; its openness to interfaith dialogue and 
service; its prodigal sense of sharing for mission. 

A strong childhood memory? What did your Sundays 
look like in those days? Family holidays at the Oregon 
coast – hiking sand dunes in the summer or walking the 
beach leaning into the brisk, misty breeze in winter; trying to 
catch a glimpse of whales beyond the surf as they migrated 
south; eating clam chowder or shrimp & crab cocktails.

Sunday mornings were full of church – Sunday School, 
children’s choir, worship.  My Dad was a pastor, my Mom a 
church musician and secretary so we spent a lot of time at 
the church.  I used to fill out the pew visitor cards and check 
the request, “I would like the pastor to call” and then added, 
“at lunch time” because Dad was rarely home for lunch after 
church due to meetings and hospital visits.  

Your prettiest landscape…where? Too many! The Oregon 
coast at sunset.  Lake Louise in the Canadian Rockies.  The 
Lauterbrunnen Valley from a small chalet outside Wengen. 
A vast field of dusty green olive orchards from Delphi. The 
Jordan River Valley from Mount Nebo. The Nile River’s Mur-
chison Falls in Uganda. The Aegean Sea surrounding Myko-

nos. But the prettiest? It can only be the view of planet 
Earth from Apollo 8 set against the black background 
of space, with the bleak lunar landscape in the fore-
ground.  

God? Prayer? I love the Haiku poem quoted by Nikos 
Kazantzakis in Report to Greco:  

   “I said to the almond tree, ‘

  Sister, speak to me of God.’  

  And the almond tree blossomed.”  

God is life and light and love and beauty and truth and 
peace and much, much more. God is holy and wholly 
other. In prayer, this God who is all powerful and crea-
tor of the universe invites us into conversation and rela-
tionship with the intimate nearness of a parent.

In love for the first time... Yup.  Been there, done that. 
Junior High and Senior High School. But in love for the 
best and longest time is with Rebecca. Our next wed-
ding anniversary will be our 40th.

Your greatest virture? And vice…?  I can listen, 
usually with compassion. I’m a recovering workaholic.

Your best decision? Marrying Rebecca.

At the highest summit: Which painting? Which 
book?  Which movie? Which music? Painting – The 
Issenheim Altarpiece by Grünewald  Book – The Bible  
Movie – Amadeus, Ben-Hur and many, many more (It’s 
great to live in the age of movies….)  
Music – Bach.  As Steve Jobs is quoted in his biogra-
phy – Yo Yo Ma playing a Bach cello suite proves the 
existence of God.   
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Secondary school, what was that all about? And 
what did your country look like in those days?  
Secondary school was a time to learn about life, love, 
responsibility and relationships. An after school and 
weekend job taught me about stewardship and the 
need to save toward university education costs. 
My parents’ reaction after I totaled the family car in an 
accident demonstrated love and patience. Involvement 
in student government was an education in itself.
My view of the country in 1967 was dominated by the 
Vietnam War and the Civil Rights movement. 

Your greatest fear? Humanity’s fascination with, and 
propensity for war.

After secondary school, what was your next step? 
Did you have a ‘master plan’ for your future? University 
during the academic year. Working as a lifeguard at a lake 
and a construction job in the summers. Then seminary. 
Still looking for that master plan.

Going out, friendships, relations, how did you do that 
in those days? The longest, deepest friendships were 
formed in university, seminary and church.

If you would be Prime Minister for one day…? Our lea-
ders, what’s the point they’re missing? Is there hope 
for our world? Outlaw war. Divert most military spending 
to education, housing and health care. It would be fine if 
our leaders could work together for the common good; 
shorten election campaigns and cut their costs drastically.  

Of course there is hope for our world.  

Geneva, what is that for you? An international city of 
hope for peace. Home to one of the most remarkable 
congregations on the planet.

How do you relax? Read, write, bicycle, hike, ski.

What is your motto in life? Where did that come from?  
I don’t particularly have a motto of my own, but I’ve been 
deeply influenced by Albert Schweitzer’s “reverence for 
life” and Mahatma Gandhi’s credo of satyagraha (“truth 
force” or non-violent resistance). Both of which echo 
Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on the Mount.

Life … do you think you have figured it out now…?  
Not by a long shot.  But what a miraculous gift from God.

Crossing paths, crossing cultures - By Edwin Hassink

One good day, back in the time that designers just be-
gan to hear of the existence of computers, Stephen Lar-
son came to see me in my office. I was working as the 
in house designer of the World Council of Churches.

Stephen asked me if I could help design a logo that 
would illustrate the amazing diversity of our congrega-
tion. He explained that the Church was a melting pot 
of people from different cultural backgrounds, churches 
and languages, and that what brought them together 
every Sunday was their faith. And this came to expres-
sion most beautifully in worship when the Lord’s Prayer 
was prayed in many languages at the same time (with 
the Finns often finishing last!).

I began to wonder if the illustration could perhaps be 
expressed by a cross, shaped by all those languages. 

In those days the Internet was not publicly available yet, 
so we had to ask a whole lot of people to write down 
Our Father in heaven in many different languages. 
I then sketched the layout of the cross and where each 
language should go.  The cross was built little by little 
using rub-down lettering, so any mistake in the wording 
or alignment would mean intensive correction. 
But a few days later the cross was born - in black and 
white only, yet colorful because of all the languages that 
shaped it.

Stephen immediately began to use the cross in many 
different publications, and visitors to our Church 
throughout the years picked them up and carried the 
cross around the world where it was used widely by 
other Churches.
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Some months ago, Maarten Wilbers asked me to make a proposal for the Church window displays using the cross.  
This confronted us with the reality that the original artwork had never been digitalized in such a manner that we could 
easily edit it, so Maarten and I gathered 30+ languages and recreated the cross. This time we could use the Internet for 
language research and a graphic software package to gather it all in a colorful way.

The world is not black and white, and the ELCG has become more and more colorful, so the cross is built with many 
different colors that all harmonize well one with another. I also wanted to reflect the busy aspects of everyday life using 
some stronger and darker colors. The way people move, meet and interact is not linear so I added motion by creating 
wave movements for some of the languages.

Different views and understandings, different learnings and feelings mean that people don’t always get along easily 
day-by-day. But the immense beauty and power of the Lord’s Prayer is that in it we all come together; we all come to 
understand each other, to respect one another. Our human feelings are reflected in the placement of some of the lan-
guages upside down, in black or in white, small and fragile or larger and more dominant.

The cross is placed on an abstract background representing the different towers from which we look upon others, towers 
from which we speak incomprehensible languages, in which we seek to protect ourselves. But all are in the same base 
color; the same color in which God sees us.  God does not see differences between people. God sees us all on the same 
level. There are no towers; there are no different levels of importance. There is no use in building towers in an attempt 
to bring us closer to God.

This fading out of differences and levels, standards and truths can only happen when we really come together, humbly 
and with open minds, hearts and arms. This is where our God wants us to be. This is the place where we can see the 
Light. This is the place where glory bursts upon all of us and shines forth.

Note by the editor: Edwin’s design of the cross now graces the publicity windows in the rue de la Fontaine, and one 
of the windows features a video created by Ray Woodcock on the basis of Edwin’s work. A large print of the cross 
was unveiled in the sanctuary by Pastor Lusmarina Campos Garcia on the occasion of her and Fico’s departure, and 
another traveled with them to Lusmarina’s native country Brazil. Rio de Janeiro and Geneva: different cultures but a 
common language: that of the cross.  

Thank you Edwin for your thoughtfulness and for reminding us of that timeless message, so beautifully ‘spoken’ 
through your work!
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Godspeed Pastor Lusmarina and Fico

On 15 (evening party) and 16 September (worship 
service) we bade farewell to Pastor Lusmarina and her 
husband Fico, after nine years of dedicated service to 
our congregation. Ray Woodcock (video) and Jet den 
Hollander and her special photography team (Fulata, 
Njeri, Aditya, Aiko, Paul, Johnny and Nishi) recorded 
these two wonderful events for us. Videos can be 
viewed through our congregation’s website (http://www.
genevalutheran.ch/) and a selection of photos will soon 
be uploaded onto the website.  

Printed below are three different recollections of pastor 
Lusmarina’s presence in our congregation, and a pre-
view of the pictures taken by our photographers. 

Many thanks to all who contributed!

Lusmarina Campos Garcia: liturgical dancer, lawyer and church leader… what a package!
By Kristine Greenaway

She is a dancer – a liturgical dancer. She is a lawyer – a lawyer who knows Lutheran polity. She is a leader – a church 
leader. Lusmarina is all that and more. But let me tell you about Lus, the dancer, because it is through dance that I met 
her.

At the World Council of Churches assembly in Harare, Zimbabwe in 1998, Lus danced with water and with clay jars, 
with colour and with grace, and with a deep sense of spiritual awe and wonder. It was our first encounter and it was 
memorable.

At the World’s Fair in Hanover, Germany in 2000, Lus presented an opera-ballet commissioned on the theme of Peace 
to the City. The production, created by a Brazilian troupe, featured a lyrical score and soaring dance. Our second en-
counter was equally as memorable as the first!

For the past three years, Lus has been my pastor in Geneva. She has danced, she has led us all in dance, and she 
has lifted our spirits in worship.

And now Lus is returning to her home in Brazil, one of the sources of her gift for the dance. The other source? – her 
faith!  Dance on, Lus. Dance on.

Peace to the 
City 

Hanover 
World’s Fair 
2000

Photo: 
WCC/Williams
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When we thought about remembering Lusmarina’s time as pastor, of course the event that leapt to mind was the confir-
mation sequence for Cory and Jasper, and what a difficult case the boys were for her. We parents don’t always hear the 
full story, and that is fine, but we know that the boys challenged Lusmarina very directly and did not wait passively to be 
instructed. At the end of the two years, Cory was baptized and confirmed, and Jasper chose not to be, but thanked the 
church for accepting his continuing journey.

Lusmarina has faced many difficult cases. We at ELCG don’t fit neatly into boxes. We are not all similar. It took a lot of 
grace just for her to deal with identical twin boys who were so different. It is hard to imagine coping with the range of 
different perspectives and varying ways found in our church. Truly the Spirit must work wonders to allow us to worship 
together and enrich each other’s lives.

In John’s time on the Congregational Committee he was no easy case to deal with either. Despite the difficult times, 
the common effort and shared love of the church were very meaningful.  We especially remember the challenging pro-
cess of discussion and sharing over the issue of blessing same-sex couples, and appreciated Lusmarina’s grace and 
openness leading the process in such a diverse community.

We can also remember so many smaller things, the kind that remind us what blessings we have all been to each other:  
Lusmarina asking CC members to commune with trees; Fico solving many problems that come up for those ushering or 
teaching Sunday School;  services of drama or movement, enacting the Word so that it could live for us; special images 
and insights from sermons, whether butterflies or pregnant words or a girl in Rio who took care of her younger brothers 
and sisters until the drug lords killed her; the hugs and smiles and tears that Lusmarina had for each person, welcoming 
and listening and caring.  

These blessings, and so many others, we will not forget.

Memories from Lusmarina’s pastorate - By John and Chris Evans-Klock
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Back to church - By Carl Bjertnes

My spiritual voyage had been on ice for many years, and re-flourished in 
earnest upon my return from Siberia in 1996. My mother convinced me to 
follow her to church, as she had listened to Pastor Stephen Larson on the 
radio, and wanted to see him for real. Coming back to our church after an 
absence of some 30 years (I was baptised in the church around 1968 by 
the then Swedish and English Pastor Söderstrom) it was the right time to 
come back to the faith.

Slowly getting involved in many aspects of church life, by the time Lus-
marina came into the picture, I was on the congregational council. We 
had several challenges leading up to the 300th anniversary celebrations, 
Witnessing Together in Geneva, Concerts for Peace, etc. WOW so much 
going on. 

Lusmarina backed me to accept, and I was honoured to be chosen to lead 
the preparations for the 300th anniversary celebrations, and as President 
of the Church Council for two years, to see our church’s congregations  
united, working together, thanks to the great complicity of the pastors from 
the three churches (German, English, and Swedish). It was a truly joyous 

moment, and we were even allowed to put up banners on 
our church, which had been banned for 300 years; actual-
ly we were given a permission for 15 days, and somehow 
forgot to take them down for over a year!

Yes Lusmarina and Fico, you have made your place in 
our hearts, and made our church well appreciated in the 
greater Geneva community through the many events – 
we are best known for the many concerts: “Concerts for 
Peace”, “Fête de la Musique”, the Red Cross concerts, 
and thanks to leveraging our location with capable par-
tners, our church is now also a cultural landmark. Thanks 
to the diligence of Fico’s IT skills, we are also very present 
online. Yes these past 9 years has brought our church 
well into this new millennium.

Thank you to the whole church family. Thank you Lusmarina for leading us over the past 9 years. I wish you and Fico an 
exhilarating future.  And ‘welcome back’ to Pastor Larson; it’s good once again to see you ‘for real’ in our midst!
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2 and 3 November: Our Annual Retreat!
Our 9th Annual Retreat is coming up soon!  We will meet at the retreat 
center Domaine de Monteret, in St. Cergue, Vaud, on Friday, 
2 November, at around 17h00-18h30. A hot soup and shared meal will 
be enjoyed by all, as well as some light entertainment that evening!
Then, on Saturday, 3 November, we will gather to work on various to-
pics with regard to this Interim Year, and to enjoy the surrounding Jura 
countryside. Our retreat will end at 16h00 on Saturday afternoon.

You can spend the night, or just come for the awake part of the retreat!  

The cost of the weekend will cover your overnight stay, plus a very 
reasonable amount for the meals. Total CHF 30 (overnight) + 10 
(meals) per adult, and CHF 20+ 5 for those under 15.  This will include 
Continental breakfast and lunch on Saturday, coffee breaks and snacks 
and will cover the equipment we need to have up there. If you can only 

come for the day, cost is CHF 10 for an adult, and 5 for children. Vegetarians will not be forgotten!

If you have any questions, or still need to register, please phone the Church office at 022 310 5089, Dorine van Teese-
ling at 078 803 60 71, dvantees@gmail.com or Valerie Marinoni at 079 577 35 94, valeriemarinoni@hotmail.com.

11 November: Harvest Festival

Following a long and good tradition, we will celebrate our annual Harvest Festival on 11 November. You can read on 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest_festival about traditional Harvest Festivals… then you mix in flying lessons, raclette 
dinners, baby sitting services, guitar lessons, spring rolls, home concerts and on and on and on… and you have our 
congregation’s Harvest Festival!

The Sharing Concern Group extends a warm invitation to all members to participate in this worthy event. This year’s 
proceeds will go to the two charities described below. Thank you very much for making this possible.

El Salvador Prison Ministry, through the 
Association of Ex-Inmates of El Salvador 
(AEIPES)
AEIPES prison ministry was founded by Salvadorian ex-
inmates in 2001 with the accompaniment of Rev. Brian 
Rude from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
who has served as a Pastor in El Salvador since 1988 (In 
2012 the ELCIC had to cut off most funds for Pastor Brian’s 
ministry). AEIPES prison ministry teams have conducted 
group seminars and workshops in Salvadorian prisons for 
the past 17 years focusing on: HIV/AIDS; accompaniment 
and advocacy; and mental health. A wide range of themes 
is offered, especially masculinity, sexuality, conflict resolu-
tion, and restorative justice. In line with restorative justice 
and human rights, AEIPES is serving as the liaison and 
facilitator of the pacification and reconciliation process 
within non-gang and smaller-gang prisons and among 
their inmates. Through workshops and dialogue, AEIPES 
hopes to continue raising the level of respect, dignity and 
trust among inmates in El Salvador’s prisons.

AEIPES is requesting assistance to support the opera-
tion of the prison ministry team to conduct group seminars 
and workshops in various Salvadorian prisons. ELCG’s 
contribution from the Harvest Festival proceeds will pro-
vide support equivalent to the prison ministry’s operating 
costs for four months.

Ebenezer Disabled Women’s Association 
(EDWA) weaving project, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia
EDWA was established to help make its members eco-
nomically self-reliant and lift up the status of disabled wo-
men in the community. EDWA’s members are trained in 
sewing, knitting and embroidery. Funds from the sale of 
their products supports the women and enables them to 
buy new raw materials. Thus, the production and product 
cycle continues to benefit its members. The members 
of EDWA, their Director Hirut Beyerne with the accom-
paniment of their project advisor Ms. Helena Räisänen, 
a missionary from the Finnish Lutheran Mission, would 
like to expand their project by adding weaving to the skills 
taught. They would also like to reach out and provide the 
same training to disabled women outside of Addis Ababa. 

Contributions from ELCG through the proceeds of the 
Harvest Festival will support the purchase of two weaving 
looms, weaving raw materials, provide one month budget 
for EDWA’s weaving training outside of Addis Ababa, and 
help acquire a bigger working area for EDWA’s sewing 
and weaving program.
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Your church AGENDA
• At its meeting of Sunday 28 October the Congregational Committee decided on the terms of reference and compo-

sition of an Interim Ministry Task Team, which will accompany Pastor Larson in his work of coordinating the interim 
year process. The Team is composed of Deenabandhu Manchala, Ana Villanueva, Njeeri Njoroge, Doug Werth, 
Elisabeth Benn, and Susan and Jeff Steinhagen (operating as a duo!), in addition to Pastor Larson, as well as to 
Ralie Deffenbaugh, Chair of the Congregational Committee, who will serve as an ex-officio member. It is expected 
that a few more members will join the Team. The Congregational Committee also decided on a proposal for the 2013 
budget and it thanked Sarah Stephens, who is about to take up a new position in Bangladesh, for her generous ser-
vices and unfailing team spirit during her mandate as the Congregational Committee’s secretary. Godspeed Sarah!

• The Congregational Committee spent Saturday 13 October in a retreat together at the church, exchanging personal 
stories about each other’s faith, listening to a fascinating account by Pastor Marc Blessing of the history of the Ger-
man Congregation, and looking ahead to the interim process.

• This year’s Congregational Retreat will be held on 2 - 3 November, as always at the Domaine de Monteret in St. 
Cergue. Under the theme God’s Garden, the Fellowship Concern Group hopes to engage many in the congregation 
for song, food and some reflection on the past and dreaming toward the future. Do join the event! (please refer to 
the announcement on page 9)

• The Governance Committee, composed of past presidents of our congregation, has met on 4 October and will 
meet on 13 November. It plans to submit an interim report to our 2 December Congregational Assembly. The Com-
mittee’s mandate is to examine all aspects of our congregation’s governance and formulate recommendations to 
the congregation.

• The Church Council, composed of members of the Congregational Committees of the German, English and Swe-
dish congregations, met on Thursday 4 October.  Among the matters discussed was a plan to improve our building’s 
fire protection.

• Geneva’s Interreligious Platform is hosting a Week of Religions Program 3 - 11 November with a focus on Jewish 
Christian Relations. A wide variety of programs are offered, including a visitation to the Beth Yaacov Synagogue 
and many Christian churches in Geneva (including the ELCG on 3 November). An intercultural and interreligious 
evening is planned for Saturday, 10 November at the Taverne de la Madeleine at which our congregation will host 
one of the tables.  Most of the programs and lectures are in French or German; a few are in English. For more infor-
mation, check the church bulletin boards and the German and English Congregation’s newsletters, visit http://www.
interreligieux.ch or call 022 348 95 83. Ursula Buehler from the German Congregation is our joint delegate to the 
event; we are most grateful to her.

• The Stewardship Concern Group will begin our congregation’s annual stewardship campaign in November. This 
will allow members to prayerfully consider the time, talent, and treasure each may commit to God’s work in and 
through our congregation. Then on 2 December, at the Congregational Assembly we will adopt our 2013 budget, 
reflecting our total ministry plans for next year.

• Our annual Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday 11 November, right after the worship service. Please come and 
participate in this joyful event! (detailed announcement on page 9)

• Advent starts on 2 December. The Worship Concern Group is busy planning!
• The Swedish Congregation installed their new pastor, the Reverend Lars Parkman, and was followed by the Danish 

Congregation, whose new pastor, the Right Reverend Bishop Kresten Drejergaard, was installed during a ceremony 
held on 28 October. 

• And another Scandinavian event: On 29 October the Finnish congregation hosted a delegation from the Church of 
Finland at our church building, with interim Pastor Larson offering hospitality and a presentation on ESC history and 
ministry on behalf of our congregation.

• On All Saints’ Sunday, 4 November, our worship service will include the reception of new members of our congrega-
tion from Ghana, Kenya, USA, Indonesia and India.  Jason, a ten month old from Ghana will be welcomed through 
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism and the others by Affirmation of Baptism.  Welcome!

• The German congregation hosted a Concert for Peace on 12 October. Our turn to host will be on 9 November.
• Regine Kummer, organist for the German and English Congregations will present an organ recital on Reformation 

and Music on Reformation Day, 31 October at 19h30. Pastor Marc Blessing will speak about Reformation and 
Music and the German Congregation choir will sing during intervals of the recital. In January 2013, Regine will mark 
her 25th Anniversary as our organist!



PAGE 11AUTUMN 2012

Refreshments after Worship
Every week a neighbourhood group prepares refreshments after worship. If you are not sure 
which group you belong to, please contact the church office.

4 November   C Meyrin, Vernier, Châtelaine, Lignon, etc.

11 November   D Grand-Saconnex and Petit-Saconnex

18 November   E Servette, Paquis, Vermont, Délices, etc.

25 November    F Centre Ville, Jonction, Carouge, Eaux-Vives, Acacias

2 December Advent I  G Chêne-Bougeries, Florissant, Cologny, Vésenaz, etc.

9 December Advent II  H Lancy, Onex, Bernex, France Haute Savoie, etc.

16 December Advent III  A Nyon, Coppet, Crans, Gex, Ferney Voltaire, etc.

23 December Advent IV  B Versoix, Bellevue, Chambésy, etc.

25 December Christmas C Meyrin, Vernier, Châtelaine, Lignon, etc.

30 December   D Grand-Saconnex and Petit-Saconnex

6 January 2013   E Servette, Pâquis, Vermont, Délices, etc.

Regular Activities in our
Church

Sunday Worship at 11h00 
Christian Education Programme 
Adult Forum, 10h00 
(at the Spaghetti Factory) 
Church School, 3 -11 year old, 
11h00 
Sunday Play, under 3 year old, 
11h00
Confirmation class, occasional 
Saturdays - For Oct. to Dec. check 
with Pastor Larson or the church 
office
Tuesday evening Bible study, 
19h30 until 27 November
Adult choir, every Thursday at 
20h00 
Prayer group, every other Monday 
at 20h00
Worship in French, First Satur-
day of each month at 18h00 at the 
church (cave voûteé)
Concerts for Peace, Second Friday 
of each month
Our Church is open
Monday to Friday from 12h00  - 
17h00

Contact Information 
Interim Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Stephen M. Larson 
Office: 022 310 50 89
Mobile: 079 103 21 04
Pastor@GenevaLutheran.CH

Music and Choir Director
Rev. Terry MacArthur
Music@GenevaLutheran.CH

Chairperson
Ralston Deffenbaugh
Cc.chair@GenevaLutheran.CH

Treasurer
Monika Herder
Treasurer@GenevaLutheran.CH

ELCG Church Office
Tuesday -  Friday, 12h00  - 17h00 
Marian Frerichs 
022 310 50 89 (phone + fax) 
Office@GenevaLutheran.CH

Geneva Lutheran
Geneva Lutheran is published by 
the English Speaking Congregation 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Geneva.
Rue Verdaine 20
CH - 1204 Geneva
Switzerland

Postfinance
Account Number: 12 9677 6
IBAN: 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC: POFICHBEXXX

Credit Suisse
CH 1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number: 226749 71 
Clearing Number: 4835
IBAN:
CH15 0483 5022 6749 7100 0 
BIC: CRESCHZZ12A


