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Church Retreat in Monteret     By Maureen Gumbe   

                            

Once again the domain of Monteret, nestled in the woods in St. Cergue, was the venue for 
our 2014 annual Congregational Retreat. The surrounding woods provide an open space 
for walking and conversation. This annual event ( which began in 2004) was held on Friday, 
September 26 (evening) to Saturday 27 (afternoon).  
 
This yearõs theme for the retreat was hospitality, and its goals were to help the congregation in building a 
community, and in growing in our comfort and readiness in engaging newcomers to this lively community of 
ours. Lukeõs story as written in the Book of Acts, Chapter 8, vs., 26-29:  
 
But an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 
This is a desert road. And he rose and went. And behold, an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a minister of the Can'dace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of all her treasure, had come to Jerusalem to worship  and was returning; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join this chariot." 
 
This passage was used throughout the worship  sessions, reflections, conversations and ensuing activities.   
 
Friday evening began with a pot luck 
dinner, including Val erieõs delicious 
soups, and those present settled in 
for worship and the surprises the 
organizing commit tee had concocted. 
One surprise came in the form of 
òspeed-minglingó where two circles 
were formed, one inside the other, 
and short questions aimed at getting 
to know each other better were 
distributed , and we moved quickly 
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from person to person asking and responding to them. 
Evening prayer led by Pastor Andy followed, with readings from psalm 4, songs and the first reading of the 
Bible passage from Acts.  
òHospitality is partly opening a space for someone else.  Led by the Spirit Philip makes space for the questions 
of a stranger, a foreigner.  The Ethiopian makes space for Philip to tell him about Christ. With the baptism 
Philip marks a space for the Ethiopian within the Christian community. ó Pastor Andy.  
 
A ball of yarn was used symbolically during praye r.  
 

We woke up to a very pleasant day on Saturday which 
boded well for outdoor activities.  
 Morning Prayer was led by Pastor Andy:  
òChristian hospitality marks our gathering. As we begin 
this day, we acknowledge that hospitality begins with 
God. The circle around God is always expanding, 
making room for more. God makes space for us and 
invites us to make space for others, whether we are 
extrovert or introvert, effusive or timid, agitated or 
quiet. A welcoming God invites us to welcome others 
into the realm of light.  
We worship in the name of the Blessed Trinity, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.  

 
During prayer we held pieces of yarn. Reflection followed on the text from Acts.  
 
Conversations on the dayõs theme were held in separate 
groups, including the children who had activities 
specially planned for them. We were invited to take our 
pieces of yarn with us during the course of the day, to tie 
a knot each time we had an encounter which we wanted 
to remember, òOur call to a hospitality that reached 
beyond ourselves for the sake of Godõs love.ó  
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After lunch the group set off for a walk in the woods where stations were set up with questions for discussion 
around the theme, for example:  

Have you ever felt like God directed you to a 
òwilderness roadó? What was the experience like for 
you? 
How would you describe the way Philip approaches the 
stranger on the road? (Bold? Confrontational?  
Easy going? Something else?) 
Can you think of a time when youõve been put  

together with someone very different from you?  
What was that experience like for you? 
If Philip is representative of the church,  
what sort of ministry are we called to?  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The highlight of the day was the closing worship, where we sat in a circle and tol d of a remarkable encounter 
with another, spoke the name of the person, told a bit of what significant information was exchanged, then 
extended our piece of yarn to that person. An intricate web of yarn was w oven, linking people together, 


