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Dear sisters, brothers, friends  Happy 2012!

After having had a blessed Christmas season and entered the New Year with renewed energy, we declare that we
are ready for a year of blessings! And with the hundreds of people who came to our church in the last Sundays, with
those who are returning from holidays, and those who will come to us in the near future, we want to place our
community and Church in the hands of the One who loved us long before we were even born.
As I told you in our last Geneva Lutheran, we are headed towards 2017, when the Lutheran family worldwide will
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Therefore, I would like to invite you to travel back into history
and read some of the most relevant documents for the Lutheran family.
One of the primary documents for Lutherans is The Book of Concord. Its first edition, in German, was published in
1580. The Book of Concord contains documents from the fourth to the 16th century A.D. in which Christians
explained what they believed and taught on the basis of the Scriptures. It includes: the three creeds which originated
in the ancient church  the Apostles' Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed; the Augsburg Confession,
the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope,
Luther's Small and Large Catechisms, and the Formula of Concord.
The Catechisms (1529) and the Smalcald Articles (1537) were written by Martin Luther himself; the Augsburg
Confession (1530), its Apology (1531), and the Treatise (1537) were written by Luther's coworker, the scholarly
Phillip Melanchthon; the Formula of Concord (1577) was given its final form chiefly by Jacob Andreae, Martin
Chemnitz, and Nickolaus Selnecker.
The Book of Concord, together with a vast collection of Luther’s writings constitute the roots of Lutheran theology
and identity; they shape, throughout the centuries, the beauty of this family that carries the name of the Reformer.
More in the coming issue!
For now, three members of this Lutheran family tell us in this issue of the Geneva Lutheran about their journey of
faith. Doug Werth describes how God prepared him for the lively place that is our congregation. Irene Mungure,
arrived last summer from Tanzania with her parents and siblings, writes words of thanks for the hospitality extended
by our wonderfully diverse community. Njoroge Njuguna describes the remarkable odyssee that took him past the
emergency wards of a string of hospitals … yet never made him lose his faith.
We are grateful for the encouragement that their stories bring to us.

Who are these Lutherans?

On 5 February, after the worship service, former Lutheran
World Federation’s General Secretary Ishmael Noko will
share with us important elements regarding Lutheran
Selfunderstanding, polity and identity. Within the
historical framework of the Lutheran Reformation, he will
point to some of the fundamental concepts that
characterize us and make us who we are.
As soon as the worship ends, we will get our cup of
coffee in the Gemeinderaum and return to the sanctuary.
All are welcome!
Rue Verdaine 20, CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland.

www.GenevaLutheran.CH

Rendezvous with Matthias Schmale

When did you come to Geneva? Why? I came to
Geneva in April 2009 to work in the senior
management team of the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.
Three adjectives that describe who you are? Do
you resemble your friends? Good listener;
reflective; compassionate.
From whom have you learned the most? What is it
that you have learned from him? Consultant John
Hailey, who has a number of times coached and
mentored me professionally. What I have learned
from him is how to be patient and constructive
under extreme pressure or when in disagreement
with others, especially bosses.

painting in our home given to us as a wedding gift.
Book: Salinger’s A Catcher in the Rye. Movie: Amadeus
by Milos Foreman. Music: Beethoven’s 9th.

Which traits do you appreciate in the opposite
gender? An appetite for life today and a clear and
strong vision for the future.

Secondary school, what was that all about? And what did
your country look like in those days? My kids don’t really
understand this, but I have relatively good memories of
attending Secondary School in West Berlin. The wall was
still up, and West Berlin had many of the charms of a city
on a small island.

Our Congregation…. Our Sunday service… With
many others members I appreciate enormously the
rich diversity of this big family. And Terry’s musical
leadership stands out in the Sunday services.
A strong childhood memory? What did your
Sundays look like in those days? Celebrating
Easter in early services at the cemetery of the
mission station of my parents in Botswana. During
my early teenage years we lived in Johannesburg,
where on Sundays we worshipped relatively
regularly at St. Peter’s by the Lake.

Your greatest fear? That we are handing over to our
children a planet that is not sustainable anymore.
After secondary school, what was your next step? Did
you have a ‘master plan’ for your future? I started
studying with the aim of ending up in some sort of
international work, preferably in Africa.

Your prettiest landscape… where? Sunset on the
beach at Lamu Island in Kenya.

Going out, friendships, relations, how did you do that in
those days? Friendships mostly from school and going
out was mostly going to the movies, followed by a visit to
a fast food restaurant.

The perfect dinner? The perfect dinner company?
Perfect dinner is having an Indian meal with my
wife Wairimu.

If you would be Prime Minister for one day…? Our
leaders, what’s the point they’re missing? Is there hope
for our world? (am writing this from COP 17 in Durban): I
would introduce a carbon pricing system and agree with
my cabinet what else we should be doing to both
preserve our planet and play an appropriate role in
ensuring that the most marginalized in the world have
access to the resources they need.

God? Prayer? God has taught me to trust and have
faith no matter what happens. I am one of those
who prays in silence particularly when under
pressure.
In love for the first time... Do you want to put me in
trouble with my wife?

Geneva, what is that for you? Home as my family is here.

Your greatest virtue? And vice…? Virtue: Taking
every individual seriously, no matter where they
come from or what they do. Vice: Not giving
enough time to my family.

How do you relax? Much to the dismay of my family I
simply like to put up my feet and enjoy a good movie or a
book.

Your best decision? Apart from getting married, the
decision to go on my first Red Cross mission to
Sudan back in 1992.

Life… do you think you have figured it out now…? Not at
all, and am not sure that it is possible to figure it all out.

At the highest summit: which painting? Which
book? Which movie? Which music? A South African
GenevaLutheran
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God's Plans By Doug Werth

Do you ever stop and reflect on why you are here in Geneva? Do you wonder what God has planned for you?
For those of us who relocate regularly, these are probably reoccurring questions. And once you do move to a new
location and to a new church, you immediately notice the assembly of believers that God has gathered, gathered for
His plans. But, what is His plan for me?
About a year ago, my wife (Sara) and I arrived in Geneva and at this church family from Hong Kong. What an
interesting journey! A journey, as I reflect on it, that began many years ago, long before we were sent by God to
Hong Kong. God does indeed care for His children and prepare us for His plan and His work.
The story of our journey begins for Sara and me in our youth with both of us being blessed to be in families that
were quite active in our respective churches. For both us the expectations of worship, Christian education, service,
and stewardship were instilled from a very early age. The wellestablished small congregations were a perfect
setting for our early spiritual development. Just a few years after being married we made our first move, leaving our
small town, our families, and a wonderful church family.
What God had planned for us was totally unexpected. Our new church home was so different from what we were
used to. God led us to a small congregation that had struggled for 10 years and was only 20 families. Wow! Did
God have plans! Within one year that congregation multiplied to 40 families and by the following year it was 80
families. God was visibly bringing laborers to the harvest. What a great experience, even if it was a great deal of
work!
It was not long until God had new plans for us. Relocating again, we were welcomed by a much larger well
established congregation that provided great youth programs and Christian education for our growing family. It also
provided Sara and me with great growth opportunities in adult education and stewardship.
A few years later we would find ourselves in a much more diverse congregation following another relocation. This
new church family was led by a gifted woman pastor who was married to a man whose family was from Hong Kong.
He also commuted there regularly professionally. Little did we know God's next plan for us would be a trip to Asia,
but as those plans were unveiled to us, it was quite obvious that God had been preparing us for serving Him in
Hong Kong. God had put people in our path to help us prepare for the next leg of our journey.
Our new church home in Hong Kong was an English speaking international congregation. This church family, with
representation from about 15 countries, welcomed us into the fold. They cared for us and nurtured us into serving
disciples. With endless opportunities to share the Good News and God's love in Hong Kong and in neighboring
countries in Asia through the act of service, our lives were transformed. We were equipped by God (and this church
family) for service ministry, for outreach, for human care and for witnessing.
Then God led us to Switzerland and a new church family in Geneva. A church family that was just as welcoming and
even more international. God had led us to a more vibrant worship opportunity, to a family filled with human care
professionals and advocates, and to opportunities to again grow in our faith and discipleship. We still are not sure of
God's entire plans for us, but we are not anxious. We take great comfort in His words in Jeremiah 29:11 "For I know
the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future."

Sara and I look forward to hearing your story, your
journey. We have heard several already and we are
always amazed at the paths God has crisscrossed and
so artfully woven together to build up the Body of Christ.
He gathers us, He equips us, and He sends us.
Sometimes that is from country to country, sometimes
that is day by day. His plans are marvelous, if we only
trust Him.
Share your story and enjoy your journey!
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A new home in Geneva By Irene Mungure

In this transient city, our congregation is a place of neverending ‘welcomes’ and ‘good bye’s’. Last summer we said
‘welcome’ to the Mungure family from Tanzania. Below a few impressions written by their daughter Irene on behalf of
the family.
We are grateful for your spontaneous words, Irene!
(on the left on the picture, next to her sister Naomi)
We are the Mungure family from Arusha, Tanzania. We
moved to Geneva on 26 August last year. We are a family of
five, my father Ndeoya (Andy) and my Mother Elieshi, who
works with Lutheran World Federation (LWF). The oldest
daughter is Irene (19), then there is son Samuel (16) and the
youngest child is Naomi (11). We attend international schools
here in Geneva.
Before moving to Geneva, we spent four years in Tanzania,
and before that, five years in Minnesota (USA), where we
lived in an international community, much like this one in
Geneva. Our Minnesota church was filled with people from
many different parts of the world. This made us feel welcome
and not like foreigners but at home. We now have the same
feeling in our new church home here in Geneva.
While in Tanzania, we lived on campus at Tumaini University,
which is where my mother taught. Tumaini had staff and
students from different parts of the world. We participated in
lots of church activities: choir and Sunday school, plays and
bible studies, and all of this helped our spiritual growth.
With us being raised in Christian homes, starting from our grandparents who were pastors, and our mother who is
also a pastor, belonging to a church has always has been a central part of our lives; the traditions are a comfort
zone that makes us feel close to God, and that He is part of our lives.
We feel blessed to come from this background, and now to be members of Geneva Lutheran Church. We can see
that God has put us in the right place, a place where we can integrate into new cultures and feel welcome once
again. We immediately noticed that this church, even more than our previous church homes, is filled with people
from numerous nationalities. You see and hear and sense its richness through the world music that is played every
Sunday, and the African songs make us feel at home.
We want to thank the Geneva Lutheran Church for receiving our family with open arms. It has helped us a lot in our
transition from Tanzania, where life in some ways is so different from Geneva’s, to our new home. The life of
communion in this church reminds us of community life back home, where we share whatever we have, help each
other cope with burdens, and pray for each other in both happy and sad times.
Waking up on Sunday mornings we always look forward to going to church, listen to the word of God, socialize and
share ideas. We smile and open up our minds as we reflect on how to take next step in our transition to this new
life. The congregation is filled with warmth and welcoming hearts, and we pray to God that others following us into
membership of this congregation may benefit from the same welcome.
As we stay here in Geneva, we are happy to be part of this community and we pray that God's love binds us even
closer. We wish you God’s blessings in this New Year!
With lots of love,

The Mungure family
GenevaLutheran

February 2012

Page 4

An odyssee of faith By Njoroge Njuguna

On the morning of 20 August 2011 I woke up early to travel to Zurich on the seven o’clock flight. My next flight was
at noon to Dubai and my final destination was Kabul, Afghanistan, where I worked for the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
I was healthy and energetic  my usual self. I had a simple snack at Zurich airport and after an hour or so started
having stomach discomfort that I thought would disappear within a short time. Some twenty minutes into the flight,
right above the fabulous Alps, my stomach discomfort turned into sharp pains and nausea. I assumed that it was a
case of food poisoning that had gotten me in its violent grip and that once my stomach would be clear I would
recover, but there was no change and the ordeal continued well after we had crossed the Alps and reached the
southern Mediterranean.
The stewardess did her best to make me comfortable and even found a doctor on board who examined me and
gave me medicine. But the painkillers did not help, nor did the fact I had been moved to a comfortable place in the
front of the plane. My situation became a source of great concern to the crew, but after consultation with the doctor,
it was decided that the flight should proceed to Dubai, where I could find treatment. Upon arrival at Dubai airport I
was taken to the airport emergency hospital where I was put on intravenous fluid and pain killers, only to be
discharged two hours or so later. But there was no way that I could continue to Kabul and I decided to rent a room
at an airport hotel to rest.
The pain did not stop. I went back to the airport emergency hospital and asked if I could be tested. The doctor took
my words quite seriously, for his response was to call an ambulance immediately. I was transferred to the
emergency ward at Rashid government hospital. After a quick blood test and Xray the doctor determined that I had
a severe pancreatitis and was to be admitted right away. Only then did I manage to call home and explain my
predicament. Due to visa application delays Nyambura only managed to visit with me after one week had passed.
By the time she arrived a small group of young Kenyans in Dubai had learned about my problems and they became
part of my family. They visited me regularly at the hospital and even after Nyambura had arrived continued to
overwhelm us with their hospitality.
She immediately arranged for my transfer to the American
Hospital, a private hospital where I was treated for two
weeks. By then however further complications had
developed in the pancreas and the doctor recommended
that I be evacuated to Europe, for her hospital could not
perform the much needed interventions to drain the
infection. With great help from the UNHCR offices in
Geneva and Kabul I was evacuated to HUG on 12
September, three weeks after the start of my medical
troubles at Zurich airport.
All along the doctors explained to me the seriousness of
my illness and that the pancreas takes a long time to heal
because it is a complex organ. Njeeri, Nyambura and I
never lost hope, even when we did not know what to
expect. We all agreed the best thing was to leave
everything to God, while family, friends and colleagues
from different parts of the world surrounded us with their
prayers and support.
But having lost our son only three years ago I could not
help but fear the worst. Upon arrival at the emergency
ward at HUG we were greatly consoled and comforted to
see Pastor Lusmarina and Fico join us at my bedside.
Soon Terry followed and friends, members of our church
and colleagues from Nyambura’s place of work and mine
started to visit and call. Throughout, we were surrounded
with prayers and caring people. My surgeon even joked
that ‘I must be the loneliest patient’ in the entire hospital
because there was no time that he found me alone!
GenevaLutheran
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In the most desperate moments and days of my ordeal Nyambura insisted that we must let God be the driver of a
journey we never planned for and had no idea when and how it would end. Despite extreme pain at times and with a
serious infection that required very strong antibiotics for six weeks, I allowed myself to wait for God’s healing time.
But that was not easy. So I started reflecting on my journey of faith, which started at age eleven when I accepted to
be baptized and vowed to follow Jesus. At my weakest moments however I had to let others do the worrying and
praying because I needed the energy to get well. With consistent assurances by the surgeon that with the passage
of time I would recover, I slowly learned to relax and not get frustrated. But one night as I was going to bed I recall
telling God that I was tired of the drain on my left side and asked that it be removed. In the morning I woke up as
usual but as I dragged my body out of bed the drain fell. We panicked and rushed to get the drain reinserted … and
within two weeks the fluids from my pancreas had stopped and the hole healed. After 71 days in three hospitals, I
had come around – ‘In God’s healing time’, as Nyambura once wrote.
My body is recovering well from the wounds and trauma it experienced during the past four months. To be at home
with Nyambura and Njeeri is a joy. I no longer take waking up without pain for granted; I thank God for the gift of life,
family, friends and a caring church community. I thank God that I am able to move and come to church. I will never
forget that moment when the congregation gave me a thunderous, joyous ‘welcome back’ applause on Sunday 7
January. I believe this journey will continue until when God wills it to end.
Thank you all for your love and care.

Riding in the Belly of a Whale
By Kristine Greenaway

I know two stories of people being swallowed by whales.
Soogwilis, an aboriginal boy from Canada’s west coast
and Jonah, the Biblical character.
Soogwilis was 12 when the MischiefMaker took the
shape of an eagle and swooped down to carry him off
one hot summer afternoon as he lay by a creek
dreaming of adventure. The young Soogwilis had the
presence of mind to use his hunting knife to injure the
eagle who let him drop into the ocean. But the boy’s
trials were not yet over. MischiefMaker wasn’t going to
give up teasing his prey and immediately transformed
himself into a whale, scooped Soogwilis out of the water
and swallowed him.
For four days, the boy rode in the belly of the whale,
managing to stay calm, until the MischiefMaker tired of
the game and let him go. As Soogwilis left, the Mischief
Maker complimented him on his bravery and gave him
the power to transform himself into animals at will. Later
Soogwilis used this gift to become a whale himself and
go fishing for salmon. But that is another story. What we
need to know here is that Soogwilis went on to become
a great leader of his people and was wellknown for his
adventures.
Jonah ended up in the belly of what my bible calls a
large fish but what I imagine as a whale. His adventure
began when he refused a call from God to go to Nineveh
and denounce the sinful ways of its people. Instead he
tried to flee to Tarshish aboard a ship. But a huge storm
came up and Jonah, recognizing this was a sign of
God’s anger at his disobedience, sacrificed himself to
save the others on the ship and jumped into the sea
where a whale swallowed him up.
GenevaLutheran

Jonah rode in the belly of the whale for three days and
nights, giving him a lot of time to think things over and
pray. He decided God’s message for Nineveh was right
and was rewarded by being coughed up on dry land.
When God repeated the call for Jonah to go to Nineveh,
he had the good sense to accept the mission. Jonah
though still wasn’t perfectly attuned to God’s intent and
got into another dispute with God over the fate of the city.
Jonah thought its citizens should be destroyed and was
angry when God spared them. But that is another story.
What we need to know here is that Jonah finally did as
he was told and learned a lesson about compassion
along the way.
I remember a sermon about Jonah in which the minister
told of a parishioner he once knew who had a call to
ministry. But the man had a successful business and did
not heed the call. He was swallowed by the whale of
business from which he, unlike Soogwilis and Jonah,
never emerged. Years later the minister met him again
and found the man had grown withered and sour. He had
missed his calling and never been released from the belly
of the whale.
The moral of these stories, dear readers, is that you can’t
avoid life’s depths so listen to God!
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Calling a New Pastor

By Ralston Deffenbaugh, Chair of the Congregational Committee

Probably the most important decision a congregation makes is the calling of a pastor. Our congregation will be
facing that decision this year. As she announced at the Congregational Assembly last May, Pastor Lusmarina will not
be seeking a renewal after the end of her current term in September 2012.
How do we go about this decision? The first thing to do is to pray. Individually and as a community, let us pray that
God will help us to discern what is our mission as a congregation in this place and at this time. Let us pray that the
leaders and members of the congregation will go about the calling process in a way that demonstrates vision, trust,
discernment, charity, and love. (Those of us on the Congregational Committee need your prayers!) And let us pray
that with that discernment, God will lead the best possible next pastor to us.
We then look to the congregational constitution (you can read it on our website). Our congregation is unusual
among Lutheran congregations in that we do not have a bishop or other ecclesiastical oversight. In most Lutheran
churches, the bishop would help us in the calling process. But here, we have to do it ourselves. Our constitution has
this to say:
• Any ordained Lutheran pastor in good standing is eligible.
• When a vacancy occurs, the Congregational Committee shall appoint a representative call committee of
at least 5 members.
• The call committee shall solicit names, carefully analyze the qualifications of candidates, and present at least
three candidates to the Congregational Committee.
• The Congregational Committee shall present two names to the Congregational Assembly for election.
• The duration of the call shall normally be for three years, renewable.
Many congregations, especially in North America, have interim pastors who serve after one pastor leaves and
another is called. Our own congregation has had interim pastors in the past. An interim pastor can be very helpful as
the congregation seeks to look into itself, to pray, and to discern how God is calling the congregation to serve in this
place at this time. One of the decisions the Congregational Committee will be making is whether to have an interim
pastor.
Over the next months, our congregation and our Congregational Committee will be praying and grappling with these
questions. Please join those prayers. And please come to me or to other members of the Congregational Committee
with any questions or concerns. Thank you!

A special gift  Given for you
By John Evans Klock

Two books I read over the vacation got me thinking about
our church. John Howard Yoder’s “Body Politics” discusses
spiritual gifts given for the upbuilding of the body of Christ.
Henry Nouwen’s “Life of the Beloved” discusses the
difference between spiritual gifts, which build the love and
mutual dependence between us, and talents, which help
us accomplish goals in our struggles for achievement.
Some of the people in our church exhibit gifts that sound
like the spiritual gifts discussed by these two. Can you
recognize any of your fellow members in the following
descriptions?
(None are former members, none are meant to be church
staff, none are me.)
1. A gift for listening – this person makes a point of
asking others for their views, building up a “bank” of
insights and perspectives from many different points of
view.
2. A gift for praying – this person expresses well our
longing for God to break into human affairs, in words but
also in tone and cadence.
3. A gift for excitement – this person responds to the
energy of our music by boosting it with extra energy.
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4. A gift for discernment of spirits – this person can recognize in others the signs of trouble and burdens,
knowing when some special intervention is needed.
5. A gift for service – this person readily volunteers for many different roles in worship and action around the
church, sometimes stepping in without even being asked.
6. A gift for organization – this person thinks of everything, plans in advance, gets other people to serve in ways
they are good at and enjoy.
7. A gift for peacemaking – this person naturally responds with respect and calm, even when things get a little
charged.
8. A gift for wisdom – this person knows how to cast bread on the waters, bringing wise perspectives to a
discussion without needing to push them on others.
Did any of these bring to mind particular people?
I won’t tell you whom I had in mind for each one (even if you ask – you may have seen the same gift in someone
different). My point is simply to illustrate how people we know are given special abilities, “watered” by the Holy
Spirit, that come together to help the church reach out in mission to each other and the world. These often go
unnoticed because they may not be what we think of as talents. But we miss them if they go away.

Refreshments after Worship

Every week a neighbourhood group prepares
refreshments after worship. If you are not sure which
group you belong to, please contact the church office.
5 February : D (GrandSaconnex and PetitSaconnex)
12 February: E (Servette, Paquis, Vermont, Délices, etc.)
19 February: F (Centre Ville, Jonction, Carouge,
EauxVives, Acacias, etc.)
26 February: G (ChêneBougeries, Florissant, Cologny,
Vésenaz, etc.)

Regular Activities in our Church
Sunday Worship at 11h00
Christian Education Programme
Adult Forum, 10h00 (at the Spaghetti
Factory)
Church School, 312 year old, 11h00
Sunday Play, under 3 year old, 11h00
Confirmation class, every Wednesday,
16h30 (third floor)
Thursday morning bible study, at the
Open House of the Ecumenical Center,
09h30
Adult choir, every Thursday at 20h00
Prayer group, every other Monday at
20h00
Worship in French
First Saturday of each month at 18h00
at the church (cave vouteé)
Concerts for Peace
Second Friday of each month
Our Church is open
Monday to Friday from 12h0017h00
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4 March: H (Lancy, Onex, Bernex, France Haute
Savoie, etc.)
11 March: A (Nyon, Coppet, Crans, Gex, Ferney
Voltaire, etc.)
18 March: B (Versoix, Bellevue, Chambésy, etc.)
25 March (Summer Time!): C (Meyrin, Vernier,
Châtelaine, Lignon, etc.)

Contact Information

Pastor
Rev. Lusmarina Campos Garcia
Office: 022 310 50 89
Pastor@GenevaLutheran.CH
Music and Choir Director
Rev. Terry MacArthur
Music@GenevaLutheran.CH
President
Ralston Deffenbaugh
President@GenevaLutheran.CH
Treasurer
Kathy Bracken
Treasurer@GenevaLutheran.CH
ELCG Church Office
TuesdayFriday, 12h0017h00
Marian Frerichs
022 310 50 89 (phone + fax)
Office@GenevaLutheran.CH
February 2012

Geneva Lutheran

Geneva Lutheran is published
by the EnglishSpeaking
Congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva.
Rue Verdaine 20, CH1204
Geneva, Switzerland.
Postfinance
Account Number: 1296776
IBAN:
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC: POFICHBEXXX
Credit Suissse
CH1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number: 22674971
Clearing Number: 4835
IBAN:
CH15 0483 5022 6749 7100 0
BIC: CRESCHZZ12A

Page 8

