
500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017

The Lutheran family worldwide prepares for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017. Today and tomorrow 
(14-15 November), a special Lutheran World Federation (LWF) planning committee is holding its first meeting in 
Budapest, Hungary. The committee is composed of nine persons from all the seven LWF regions, and it is chaired 
by Rev. Dr Walter Altmann, former president of the Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil. 
Speaking about the work of the committee, LWF General Secretary Rev. Martin Junge said: “We go into this first 
meeting with great excitement and anticipation about the task ahead for the 2017 anniversary commemorations. 
We have so far identified three marks for the LWF’s approach to the anniversary: Lutheran reformation is today a 
global citizen; we want to remain ecumenically engaged and accountable; and we want to explore what it means to 
be churches standing under the transforming power of the gospel.”
Our Church in Geneva will also join the celebrations with other Lutheran communities who are members of BELK 
(The Federation of the Lutheran Churches in Switzerland and the Principality of Liechteinstein). In preparation for 
this 500th anniversary, I would like to suggest we read parts of the texts written by Martin Luther. Luther was 
amazingly abundant in his writings, therefore we will only be able to read a limited part of them, but I believe it can 
be an enriching experience. So, I invite you all: if you have a preferred text of Luther, please send it to me; let me 
know! 2017, here we come!
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Congregational retreat October 2011
By JoAnne Lam

Retreat is a time to pause and to reflect upon life, world, 
and faith. Retreat is to be intentional in choosing a 
separation from the clatter of our lives to give a moment 
to listen, listening for God's still voice in the storm. Our 
congregation gathered once again at Monterêt for our 
annual congregational retreat, struggling together on the 
theme of “Food, Justice and Mission." The question of 
food shortage and famine goes beyond ideal agricultural 
conditions. As there are people suffering from obesity 
while others are facing malnutrition, the world is not 
lacking in food but an effective and sustainable system 
to ensure all people have access to this food. It involves 
fair trade, just economy, and responsible stewardship of 
our resources.  
Our community opened the congregational retreat on 
Friday evening with a time of fellowship and breaking 
bread together. As a Christian community, inspiration 
and guidance are rooted in Scripture and that is where 
we began our journey. Taking several Biblical passages 
where food is mentioned, the participants each took 
"bites" into the texts and digested the messages in small 
groups. After a week of tasks and lists, it was a 
welcomed space to end the evening with a moment of 
quietness and centering prayer. With each resonating 
ring from our prayer bowl, we are centered on Jesus' 
words, "I am the bread of life." With each flicker of the 
candles, we are focused on those we lift up to God. With 
each song, we are pleading for a change in world. 
Saturday was our mission pilgrimage towards advocacy 
and action. Jet den Hollander and her team set up a 
series of stations where participants engaged 
ecumenical and historical missionary witnesses on the 
topic of the presence of Christians and churches in the 
world.

This pilgrimage provided by the World Communion of 
Reformed Churches called "Ecumenical Mission 
Pilgrimage" brought us on a reflective journey to 
decipher our mission as individuals and as 
community.  
Peter Prove challenged us with his presentation from 
the Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance to be active in our 
"food decisions." As informative as disturbing were 
humanity's impact on our environment and one 
another, Prove sparked the group to brainstorm our 
missional presence on the topic of "food justice." 
Ideas simmered through conversations and we 
spiced each according to our community's focus on 
justice. Our congregational retreat ended not with a 
menu of tasks but an armoa of inspiration to seek 
alternative ways to our current global situation. We 
hope to invite the congregation to join our mission 
pilgrimage towards a world where the hungry is fed, 
the thirsty is filled, and the captives are free.
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Rendez-vous with Asha Simpson

When did you come to Geneva? Why? In 1980 my 
brother and I left Madurai in India with my parents and 
arrived in Switzerland.  My father came to work at the 
World Council of Churches and my mother 
subsequently found a job at FIM.  After visiting many 
different congregations they chose to worship at the 
ELCG. They returned to India after 10 years of 
service.  I had finished my studies by then and stayed 
on.

Three adjectives that describe who you are? Do 
you resemble your friends? Caring, traditional in 
some aspects, unconventional in others, searching for 
a consensus, naïve.  I don’t think I resemble my 
friends but we do have basic values and a few 
interests in common.

From whom have you learned the most? What is it 
that you have learned from him? If I must choose 
just one person – it’s my paternal grandmother – not 
that I think I practice all that I learned from her!  She 
was thrifty and would always find a use for every leaf, 
fruit and grain from her garden.  She was also thrifty 
with words - one didn’t waste time on non-essentials 
with her.  She also taught us, my brother, my cousins 
and me, the meaning of charity and social justice 
through her actions.  She was small-built but would 
stand up to anyone if she felt her cause was just and 
this was quite frequent. 

Which traits do you appreciate in the opposite 
gender? Gallantry in men in particular, many other 
traits that I appreciate in both sexes, humor, sincerity, 
tolerance, being steadfast, resourceful…

Our Congregation…. Our Sunday service… I enjoy 
our multicultural nature and also the multi-
denominational quality.  I appreciate the beautiful 
construction of the service, the prayers and passages 
rendered vibrant and meaningful to our present lives, 
the variety of music and of course Lusmarina‘s way of 
challenging our thoughts and stances without making 
us feel uncomfortable (or too uncomfortable).

A strong childhood memory? What did your 
Sundays look like in those days? Most of my 
childhood was in Madurai, in India. Sundays were 
made up of church in the morning, Sunday School in 
the afternoon, bible verses to be learned by heart and 
no playing with friends. I remember particularly having 
gone out to play one Sunday afternoon and the anger 
with which my normally gentle mother greeted me as I 
sneaked back home. Even today I feel guilty if I go to 
the cinema or play cards on a Sunday afternoon!

Your prettiest landscape… where? The entrance to 
my parents’ home in Parassala. The garden is green 
and lush as are most places in Kerala. The path is 
paved with huge granite rocks, coconut trees on each 
side with pepper plants creeping up their trunks, a few 
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local orchids and flowering plants, mango trees, nutmeg 
and clove bushes and I feel I’m entering the Garden of 
Eden.

The perfect dinner? The perfect dinner company? A 
potluck meal with friends.

God? Prayer? God is a certainty on some days, a question 
mark on others. I do feel in unity with people of other faiths 
who also seek goodness in mankind and ways to overcome 
evil thoughts and deeds. I’m rather self-centered in prayer - 
on happy days it’s said with joy and thanksgiving, on sad 
days in need of support and often forgotten on a normal 
day...

Your greatest virtue? And vice…? Tolerance to the point 
of lenience sometimes. Procrastination. Not sure which is 
the virtue and which is the vice.

Your best decision? To study Ayurveda, the Indian 
medicine, in more depth over the coming years. This is the 
most recent major decision… I hope I can say in future that 
it was the best one.

At the highest summit: which painting? Which book? 
Which movie? Which music? Why the summit? Would 
one really be able to take anything other than a survival kit 
and oxygen up there? And wish to stay there to enjoy art? 
(But I do love the impressionist Monet, I’d choose to listen 
to some classical Indian veena and am happy with many 
different kinds of books – not much of a movie person)

Secondary school, what was that all about? And what 
did your country look like in those days? At secondary 
school I excelled in academics and was active in 
theatre. I still have friends from that period. Many of us 
were in the church youth group. It was even cool to 
belong. I see my country in those years through rose-
tinted glasses. We had adopted socialized medicine and 
were welcoming refugees, first from Hungary, then from 
Uganda and Chile. 

Your greatest fear? As a mother I’m always anxious when 
one of my kids gets late or doesn’t inform me of his or her 
whereabouts and then I tend to imagine the worst.
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Few of us can imagine a world without radio, TV, computers, or the Internet. As it turns out, all of these things, 
either directly or indirectly, are products of the human endeavor to study science. This effort continues to thrive at 
the CERN laboratories, right here in Geneva (including in a 27-km long tunnel some 100 meters below your feet…), 
where thousands of physicists from all over the world study the interactions of matter.
Over the past century, these scientists have performed systematic experiments to verify again and again a model 
that has had such amazing success that it has become known as the ‘Standard Model.’ This model quantitatively 
describes the interaction of matter as particles interacting with particles by the exchange of particles. Systematic 
experiments, particles, quantification, and theoretical models — it all sounds rather cold and calculating. Seems 
strange that some of these scientists could be bothered to go to church. In fact, you see some of them at ELCG 
almost every week! This brings us to the question for today: as a physicist working at CERN, how do I reconcile my 
faith in God with my work as a scientist?
True to our name, what we scientists strive do is to apply the ‘scientific method’.  The scientific method is a well-
defined way to test a theory by performing experiments. For example, we observe that objects fall down. The 
theory is that things are attracted to the earth because of gravity. A prediction of this theory is that all things will fall 
to the ground at the same rate of speed, regardless of their mass.  We perform the experiment: drop a hammer and 
a rugby ball at the same time, and we observe that they hit the ground at the same time. The experiment is 
consistent with the prediction of the theory!
Note that nowhere in the previous paragraph is an attempt to explain why there is gravity. If you think about it, this 
is not a question to which we can apply the scientific method: physicists do not describe why protons interact with 
electrons to make atoms, only how they do it (with exceedingly good accuracy). 
As a physicist, I know that at its foundation, God has created a world of particles that interact by an incredibly 
simple means. For a long time I didn’t believe in miracles. I believed that God plays by the rules: the Standard 
Model. I figured that at some point, there are just so many atoms and molecules and proteins and cells… It wasn’t 
a miracle, it was just too complicated for our little brains to apply the scientific method to. Recently, though, I 
realized that this point of view meant putting God into a box. But nothing contains God — He made the box. What 
is there to stop him from breaking His rules?
Am I right?  I have no idea. But it does not matter.
I imagine that when we manage to discover some new little aspect of nature, God gets a charge out of it. He says 
‘Good job, little researchers! Keep exploring. Just wait until you see what’s around the corner...’ I believe in the 
Creator of heaven and earth, of all that is complex and simple. Bigger than my box. Ready to face the scientific 
method, and any other question we bring. And it is good.
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After secondary school, what was your next step? Did 
you have a ‘master plan’ for your future? I wanted to study 
pharmacy, do research and find a cure for malaria.

Going out, friendships, relations, how did you do that in 
those days? Riding bicycles together, in the park, sitting on 
the swing or slide and chatting, raiding the guava orchards, 
confiding under mango trees – even after years of not 
seeing each other the relationships remain strong.

If you would be Prime Minister for one day…? Our 
leaders, what’s the point they’re missing? Is there hope 
for our world? It’s not easy to ask those who have, to share 
with those who haven’t. I believe education is an important 
tool and training teachers and providing good teaching and 
education for the poorest and underprivileged should be a 
priority.

Geneva, what is that for you? Geneva is a 
wonderful city for me. It is a city of friends and new 
discoveries. Each time I walk over the Mont Blanc 
bridge after church, I look for the swans, admire the 
boats and soak in the ambiance.

How do you relax? Relax? In summer under a tree, in 
colder days on the sofa, with a detective novel.

What is your motto in life? Where did that come 
from? When one door shuts, there’s another one than 
opens. I guess I was born optimist and when I go 
through some disappointment, I usually light upon 
another option, unexpected, unthought-of till then, and 
find it fulfilling my requirements even better.

Life… do you think you have figured it out now…? 
The older I grow, the less I take it for granted.
(respectfully submitted by Maarten Wilbers)

Science + God = impossible equation? By Greg Rakness 
Having received a letter from a child who asked if scientists pray, this is what Einstein 
replied: 
‘Everyone who is seriously involved in the pursuit of science becomes convinced that 
a spirit is manifest in the laws of the Universe - a spirit vastly superior to that of man... 
In this way the pursuit of science leads to a religious feeling of a special sort, which is 
indeed quite different from the religiosity of someone more naive.’ 

75 years after the date of Einstein’s letter, our own Greg Rakness describes the 
religious feeling of the scientist as follows:
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Thanksgiving in the words of Andrew Bauer-Moore
Maarten asked me to answer this difficult question. I first came up with a very long list. I like to be organized and 
concise, and the list was neither, so it did not please me. I therefore decided I should rank the top ten, in descending 
order: family, friends, faith, sunshine, clear lakes, trees, blue sky, music, black coffee, and computers. If you want to 
know more, I can arrange for a personal interview.

Thanksgiving in the words of our congregation

It is not always that a request to a member of our Congregation to write a contribution to the Geneva Lutheran 
instantly receives a positive response…  But asked to dwell on the theme of Thanksgiving, the members of our 
community whose reflections are printed below came forward immediately – from an airport transit lounge, after a 
long day of garden work or during lunch hour in the office! The usual arm-twisting was not necessary – in the 
middle of their daily challenges, all saw plenty of reasons for thanksgiving. 
May their words inspire the reader to share the same spirit!

Thanksgiving in the words of Heli Bathija
In January 2010, the day when our daughter Annuka went back to 
Scotland to continue her studies and I felt like crying because I missed 
her so much, I decided to start a ‘Thankfulness Diary’. A beautiful book 
that our son Duran had made and given to me as a gift some years 
earlier, was perfect for the purpose. When I now browse through the 
colorful pages, I can feel all those happy moments that I have recorded 
there: warmth of the sunny days of spring, relief having returned home 
safely, laughter of friends who have come to visit, satisfaction for 
accomplishing difficult tasks at work, and joy for being able to connect 
through Skype with the children, including the eldest, Tarun, and my 
husband Sham. So my ‘thanksgiving’ is through writing, but also through 
singing: I like many joyful songs of praise from Finland and sing them at 
home and in the car. As for Thanksgiving Day is concerned, I celebrate it 
by preparing a big turkey and pumpkin pie and having a lot of friends to 
join our family for dinner.

Thanksgiving in the words of Bernice Dörig
Thanksgiving is a special day set aside in the U.S. and in many other countries under another name to thank God 
for all our blessings – and trials, though personally that part is often much harder. But for me thanksgiving is much 
more – it’s a way of living, an attitude about each day. That’s the ideal of course. In my own life, I know I fall short 
of living that way on many days, choosing to dwell on the insignificant irritations rather than marvel at all the 
blessings I have received. How does one ‘do’ thanksgiving? For me, it’s through prayer and an attitude of trying to 
‘give back’ – interacting with my community, church, family using whatever resources area available.  And I fall 
short many times in finding the balance within our so busy and hectic lives. So I’ll try to remember today to say 
Thank You – for life, for small wonders, for this church, for family – and for challenges.

Thanksgiving in the words of Jet den Hollander
Thanksgiving for me is a mode of life. A meal doesn’t taste quite right if I haven’t 
given thanks for it first; a day feels not-yet-begun without a word of thanks to the 
One who has created the Light that is pleasing to our eyes. Nowadays many in 
the Netherlands consider such prayer habits old-fashioned. But I am forever 
grateful to my parents and grandparents for teaching us these rituals. For they 
express an understanding of reality that does not take life for granted but 
treasures it as a gift. Moreover, as a gift not just for oneself but for all 
humankind, which is why prayers of thanksgiving go hand in hand with prayers 
of intercession for others. As children we found it, naturally, utterly boring when 
our parents, before we could eat, lifted up to God all those among our family 
and friends, the church community and the world who were in special need. 
But the practice grew on us and became a way of understanding life and a 
discipline of looking beyond oneself that I treasure greatly.
This year I say special thanks for my garden.  As I allowed myself a kind of 
jubilee, a period of rest to recuperate after 30 years of intense involvement in 
the world church, I saw every plant in my garden come up and flower. Even the 
lilies-of-the-valley, which didn’t seem to flourish at all this year, turned out to be 
in full bloom, though in a completely different place than where I had planted 
them. It was a privilege to go through the seasons here at home, build compost 
heaps and flower beds and find myself anew in the midst of ladybirds and sun-
flowers. God is good!



Page 5GenevaLutheran November 2011

Thanksgiving in the words of Johnny Camaddo
One of the much-valued treasures I am thankful for is the Christian faith my parents shared with me. Maryssa and I 
were both raised by parents who gave faith and the church a central place in our lives.  We grew up involved in 
daily and different aspects of the church.  My perspective in life is molded by Christian values and family ties that 
bind us together. In thanksgiving and as parents, we try to share the same faith with our boys. We wish for them 
that they experience the love and fellowship of a faith community and discover the joy and beauty of God’s love in 
their lives.

Thanksgiving in the words of Philippa Bowen
Thanksgiving is not an Australian tradition, so I had never celebrated the occasion before arriving here. However 
over the years here, we have been invited to celebrate thanksgiving with American friends and have greatly 
enjoyed the celebrations as well as considering the meaning behind the celebration. I have many reasons to be 
thankful, but I will share one particularly significant reason to be thankful at this present time.
This month marks a very special anniversary for me in my own journey to the ‘new land’ here in Geneva, as I give 
thanks and celebrate one year since the opening of my private medical practice here. I left Australia 14 years ago 
as a ‘trailing spouse’ with only six months of specialty training in psychiatry to complete before I would have the 
right to private practice. It has been a long professional road to arrive at this point here in Geneva, but one which 
has offered a richness of experience and training which I would never have known, had I remained back home. 
 Overcoming the language barrier was the first of many challenges, but locked within the French language is a 
depth of psychoanalytic reflection which more than compensates for the hardship of learning what for me (with 
‘bonjour’ as my only vocabulary in 1997) was a very difficult language. I now share rooms with six Swiss 
colleagues and find it a privilege to work and collaborate with them, whilst enjoying the new pleasure of working in 
my own language, as many of my patients are English speaking children, adolescents and their families. 
Whilst waiting for inspiration for a final sentence, another reason to be thankful “fell” upon me. Our kitten managed 
to find a way through our balcony cat protection and fell six floors. Recovered by a neighbour, we rushed him to the 
vet who after x-rays told us the miracle – no broken bones! Our whole family gives thanks for the survival of our 
beloved cat, who has brought us all such joy and who really does seem to have nine lives.

Impressions of Swiss milk and Heidi
By Kristine Greenaway

Many of us first arrive in Switzerland knowing little about it 
beyond the clichés of Swiss cheese, the Alps and a children’s 
book called Heidi. 
I was reminded of Heidi one recent Saturday morning when I 
poured creamy warm milk into a bowl as I prepared café au 
lait. It has been many years since I read Johanna Spyri’s book 
about a little girl called Heidi who goes to live with her 
grandfather and help tend his goats in an isolated chalet high 
above a mountain village. Watching the milk slide into the 
bowl, I savoured in anticipation its rich taste. Then suddenly, 
there it was, a flood of memories of Heidi’s anticipation as her 
grandfather poured her a bowl of creamy warm goat’s milk in 
their chalet in the Swiss Alps.
Our impressions of Switzerland, formed before we come to the country, represent only a fraction of what life here is 
like. When we find ourselves called to live in Geneva, it is those clichés that we pack along with us. As we settle in, 
we unpack our clichés and compare them to reality. Some are true: the Alps are massive and beautiful, the cheese 
and milk are delicious and there are Swiss children who look like Heidi. But we soon discover that some of our 
impressions do not fit with contemporary Switzerland. The Swiss population these days includes people born in 
Chile, Mali, Slovakia, Hungary. They eat the traditional cheese but they also enjoy Thai and Indian food. They are 
called Heidi but also Hannah, Harry and Hussein. The country is more multi-faceted than we might first have 
imagined. 
While many of us find a welcome and a new home here, others find ourselves living on the margins, psychologically 
and socially, and feeling excluded. It is as if we are looking in on Switzerland rather than living in the country. This 
too is Swiss reality. There is what the media report as a growing tide of intolerance for people who do not look as if 
they were born here, those who do not look like Heidi. More and more of the world’s media are talking about this 
image of the Swiss − the image of them as intolerant and exclusionist. 
A Swiss political party is playing on the desire of some Swiss to keep their country for Heidi - for her tastes and her 
Alpine lifestyle. Members of that party, and those who share their beliefs, want to exclude people with other 
lifestyles and tastes. The party may get a lot of support in upcoming elections. If it does, this country could become 
imprisoned behind its mountains and find itself sitting on the fringe of contemporary history watching the world 
move around and beyond it. 
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Should this happen, I believe the country would be spiritually, culturally and politically weakened.
Jesus spoke of welcoming the stranger, of seeing our neighbour in the face of a Samaritan, and of there being no 
distinction among different types of people in God’s kingdom. We in this congregation seek to model that idea of 
community. Perhaps our church can be a beacon of hope in the midst of the Old City, offering visions of a multi-
racial, inclusive group whose members laugh, cry, argue, love and live together in a global family. Each of us 
savours something different about our new home. Each of us appreciates something different about each other and 
about our Swiss neighbours. Together we are forming a less-clichéd image of what this country can be about, and 
what it is about, on its best days.

The last weekend of September afforded me the 
opportunity to learn not only about local church 
communities in Geneva but also about the functions of 
the various offices of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC), Lutheran World Federation (LWF), Action by 
Churches Together Alliance (ACT Alliance) and the World 
Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC). On 
September 30 and October 1, persons representing 
these organizations and others converged at the 
Ecumenical Center for two days of intensive education 
and lively dialogue on the theme “Migration and the 
Ecclesial Landscape.” This event was organized by the 
group “Witnessing Together in Geneva”, a programme of 
the John Knox International Reformed Centre. 
“Witnessing Together” has sought to sponsor such 
events each year under the banner “Days of Encounter,” 
in which representatives from foreign communities and 
from “historical” churches implanted in Geneva can meet 
each another.
The presentations and discussions impressed on us the 
sheer magnitude of the phenomenon of global migration. 
More than one speaker cited the number of persons who 
live outside their country of origin today at 200 million. 
Throughout the world there are people displaced by 
natural disasters, environmental degradation, poverty, 
collapsed governments and war, as well as those who 
move for professional, family or religious reasons. The 
presence of these uprooted peoples among them 
confronts the churches with challenges and opportunities 
that they are still learning to negotiate constructively. In 
this connection, it was interesting for me to listen to the 

remarks of the Rev. Dr. John Gibaut, Programme 
Executive, Faith and Order Commission. First, he 
explained that the work of Faith and Order continues 
to be focused on clarifying theologically the meaning 
of the visible unity that churches are called by Christ 
to manifest in the world. As is known, Faith and 
Order, the theological organ of the WCC, draws its 
inspiration from John 17:21, where Jesus prays for 
his followers “that they be one…so that the world 
may believe.” In an ecclesial landscape in which 
churches remain divided, this of course means the 
ongoing effort to understand the sources of those 
divisions with the goal of removing them. That is 
unremarkable in itself. That has been the motivation 
of Faith and Order since it first met in Lausanne in 
1927. But then Dr. Gibault made the rather startling 
claim that the greatest threat to church unity today is 
the growing numbers of migrant churches. He 
illustrated this claim by telling a story about an 
established church in a “city somewhere in Europe.” 
It seems that the church received a request from a 
migrant community to use its building for holding its 
worship services. The church complied and rented 
out the space. Later Gibault asked the pastor a 
series of questions about the community that his 
church was hosting. To each of them the pastor 
replied, “I don’t know.” It turns out that neither the 
pastor nor his congregation knew anything about the 
community, let alone had even met one of its 
members.

Migration and the ecclesial landscape in the 21st century
By Christopher Dorn



Contact Information

Pastor
Rev. Lusmarina Campos Garcia
office: 022 310 50 89
Pastor@GenevaLutheran.CH
Music and Choir Director
Rev. Terry MacArthur
Music@GenevaLutheran.CH
President
Ralston Deffenbaugh
President@GenevaLutheran.CH
Treasurer
Kathy Bracken
Treasurer@GenevaLutheran.CH
ELCG Church Office
Tuesday-Friday,12h00-17h00
Marian Frerichs
022 310 50 89 (phone + fax)
Office@GenevaLutheran.CH
Church Concierge
Patty Solomon
022 312 18 06

Geneva Lutheran

Geneva Lutheran is published 
by the English-Speaking 
Congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Geneva. 
Rue Verdaine 20, CH-1204 
Geneva, Switzerland.

Postfinance 
Account Number: 12-9677-6
IBAN: 
CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC: POFICHBEXXX

Credit Suissse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number:  226749-71
Clearing Number:  4835
IBAN: 
CH15 0483 5022 6749 7100 0
BIC: CRESCHZZ12A

Regular Activities in our Church

Sunday Worship at 11h00
Christian Education Programme
Adult Forum, 10h00 (at the Spaghetti 
Factory)
Church School, 3-12 year old, 11h00
Sunday Play, under 3 year old, 11h00
Confirmation class, every Wednesday, 
16h30 (third floor)
Thursday morning bible study, at the 
Open House of the Ecumenical Center, 
09h30
Adult choir, every Thursday at 20h00
Prayer group, every other Monday at 
20h00
Worship in French
First Saturday of each month at 18h00
at the church (cave vouteé)
Concerts for Peace
Second Friday of each month
Our Church is open 
Monday to Friday from 12h00-17h00

Page 7GenevaLutheran November 2011

I don’t think here the intent is to vilify the host church. 
To be sure, there must be mutual adaptation between 
and among the communities—a subject that came up 
more than once during the conference. But two 
congregations, even three or four in some cases, 
worshipping in one church building in parallel ecclesial 
universes—what is wrong with this picture? That is the 
question that Gibault left us to ponder for a few 
awkward moments. After several of us went to the 
microphones to share our responses, he argued that 
communities separated from each other in this way 
constitute a betrayal of the message that in Christ 
there is neither “Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male 
nor female, but all are one” (Gal. 3:28). Churches 
ought to receive one another, Gibault continued, just 
as Christ received us. 

At a later moment in the conference, the pastor of a 
Filipino community, Christian Church Fellowship 
International, reflected on the enormous opportunity 
established churches have to receive the strangers 
among them, just as the Old and New Testaments 
mandate God’s people to do. He pointed out that newly 
arrived people, because of their vulnerability, are very 
receptive to gestures of care and hospitality. The mutual 
sharing of life together would enrich both communities. It 
is a variation on the idea of “ecumenical gift exchange,” 
where one makes up for what is lacking in the other; so 
that we all may come to know and enjoy the fullness of 
life that Christ came to give (Jn. 10:10).  That is a worthy 
conception of the church in the 21st century.

Refreshments after Worship

Every week a neighbourhood group prepares 
refreshments after worship. If you are not sure which 
group you belong to, please contact the church office.

6 November : F (Centre Ville, Jonction, Carouge, Eaux-
Vives, Acacias, etc.)

13 November: G (Chene-Bougeries, Florissant, 
Cologny, Vesenax, etc.)

20 November: H (Lancy, Onex, Bernex, France Haute-
Savoie, etc.)

27 November (Advent I): A (Nyon, Coppet, Crans, 
Gex, Ferney Voltaire, etc.)

4 December (Advent II): B (Versoix, Bellevue, 
Chambésy, etc.)

11 December (Advent III): C (Meyrin, Vernier, 
Chatelaine, Lignon, etc.)

18 December (Advent IV): D (Grand-Saconnex and Petit-
Saconnex)

25 December (Christmas): E (Servette, Paquis, 
Vermont, Délices, etc.)

1 January 2012: F (Centre-ville, Jonction, Carouge, 
Eaux-Vives, Acacias, etc.)
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