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Let there be light! And most probably this happened about 10 seconds after the Big Bang. At least that is what I 
have been told by our fellow members working at CERN. 

I must admit my faith is challenged when I hear them talking about invisible phenomena happening right now,  not 
only around me but also in me, at scales I cannot really imagine. A millionth of a meter becomes a “huge” distance 
and a millionth of a second becomes a “long” time for those tiny particles so agitated inside us. One should not be 
surprised if sometimes we feel agitated also! 

With my Confirmation Class, we worked not long ago on the two stories of creation according to Genesis. The first 
story is registered in Genesis 1:1 to 2:4a. This story is not meant to be a “scientific treatise” but a poem speaking of 
the universe as an expression of God's love. It was written by the priests at the time of the Babylon exile (586-538 
B.C.). It's intention is to emphasize four key concepts: 1. There is only One God, living and creator. 2. Nature is not, 
in itself, divine, but it is an expression of the Divine. It is not inhabited by other divinities. 3. Humanity has a 
special place in God's creation. Male and female are created in the image of God. 4. Resting is as much part of life 
as working. These truths in this story have the seal of God, for “God saw that it was good... it was very good”.

The second story of creation is written at the time of King Solomon (10th century B.C.). It originated among 
nomads living in the desert to whom dry land is synonymous with absence of life. They “describe” the beginning of 
creation as rain, with the possibility of humans finding water as its most precious gift. Water is the greatest original 
blessing, therefore rivers become an important element in the composition of Eden, the earthly paradise. And the 
earth became the place where human beings were to live, the place from which they would take their sustenance. 
But there was a condition: amid the abundance of the garden there was one tree from which one must not eat. 
Already, paradise had boundaries.

Adam and Eve decided to become like God, as wise as God, knowing everything as God did. The consequences 
were overwhelming: expulsion from the Garden, delivering children with pain, eating as a result of a big effort. 
What have we learned from this episode? Not much, it seems. We spend our lives accumulating knowledge that is 
not always used for good, that is not translated into wisdom. And often, the knowledge we accumulate and the 
intelligence we develop hold hands with arrogance. 

The stories of creation in Genesis continue reflecting our struggles as humanity to find our place in the world and 
the universe that echoes God's actions and God's own being. 

So, at confirmation class we talked about boundaries, about the way we use our knowledge, about the place of God 
in our lives. We talked about the order of creation and whether or not that order defines roles and priorities among 
the different elements of creation. We talked about what it means for us today to be the “image” of God. We also 
talked about the importance of resting. 

One way to experience the teachings happened through the photo project that they developed. They took pictures 
of “every day of Creation” according to the order offered in the first story. In the last pages of this edition of the 
Geneva Lutheran you will see a few of their favourite photos with a brief caption. 

This week is the beginning of the holidays for the students in confirmation class, for all other students, as well as 
for many of us adults. It is time to enjoy God’s creation! Take time to rest. Take time to do nothing. Take time to be 
with family and friends. Take time to refresh your mind, to renew your spirit, to let go of the struggles of this last 
semester. Take time to be in the sun, to swim in the lake, to have picnics in the park, to lay down on the grass and 
to sing a song of thanks for God's gifts to us. Take time to allow God, the One who is wiser than you, to create a 
new spirit within you. And perhaps in September, when you look back, you will be able to say, “it was good... it 
was very good”. 

Summer Concerts 27 June to 10 August.  

Our congregation’s volunteers will be behind the food stall on 9 July, 16 
July and 23 July. We need baked goods to sell as well as volunteers to 
staff the food stand. Please consider helping out! Monika Herder will be 
coordinating the sales. 
Sign up sheets are on the altar every Sunday!

 Enjoy this summer! 



Invitation to the General Assembly
on 28.August 2011 at 12h30 in our church

The Church Council invites all voting members of the English- and German-speaking congregations of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Geneva to a General Assembly according to the church constitution. The assembly 
will be held after a joint worship of both congregations, celebrating the newly renovated church. As already 
discussed during the Congregational Assembly, we have to decide on a formal change to the church constitution.

AGENDA

1. Welcome and approval of the agenda.
2. Modification of the church constitution.
3. Any other business.

Motivation:

-Letter of Geneva tax authorities of 31st January 2001, calling for a modification of part VI, article 4 of the church 
constitution in order to ensure that in case the church dissolves and its fortune is liquidated, the remaining net 
fortune is in no case transferred to its founders or members, but only to another tax exempt organization of public 
interest.

- Aligning the wording in the English, German and French version of the constitution (without change in content)

Replace Article 4, Section VI. of the Church Constitution to read as follows [proposed new text in bold]:

“4. In case of dissolution of the Church, liquidation shall be carried out by the Executive Committee under the 
supervision of the Church Council.

The net assets of the Church, after payment of all debts and payment of obligations to employees of the Church and 
of its congregations, shall be applied, upon decision of the General Assembly, to an organization of public interest, 
wherever it may be located, whose purpose is analogous to that of the Church and is tax exempt.  In no case 
shall any net assets be returned to the founders or members of the Church nor shall they be used to their 
personal gain whatsoever in whole or in part. 

In consideration of the fact that German Churches provided the Church building and contributed to its maintenance 
over a long period, the Church Office of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) shall be consulted in this 
matter.”

Martin Weymann, 
President of the Church Council
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Pentecost 2011.  

The three circles...
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Rendez-vous with Håkan Söderling

When did you come to Geneva? Why? In 2000, as a 
watchmaker

Three adjectives that describe who you are? Do you 
resemble your friends?  Happy, half-deaf & let's go. 
 Friends are my synonyms.

From whom have you learned the most? What is it 
that you have learned from them?  That must be my 
kids, plus all the other children, a fresh view on the 
world.  And also Mother Nature, she is a good 
teacher, in general.

Which traits do you appreciate in the opposite 
gender? Wow, that little chromosome (X) sure made 
(Y) a difference … opposite opinion.  One mystery 
of nature.

Our Congregation …. our Sunday service … In this 
world , but not of this world.  The tradition of 
rituals and then how we bring new life into the 
Gospel.  Don't have the word for it but it would be 
somewhere just before or after ‘Peace be with you’.

A strong childhood memory?  What did your Sundays 
look like in those days?  Endless Summers at the 
family farm in the Swedish countryside.  Winter ski 
camps way up North.  Sundays often late breakfast, 
with fresh bread that my father had baked in the 
morning.  The day off, no school.  So out playing 
with the others.  Dinner with family and then some 
TV or a good book, drawing & playing guitar.

Your prettiest landscape … where?  In the mind or in 
the eye of the beholder.  Even the guys who 
dropped bombs during the war thought the clouds 
that those bombs made were beautiful, so there you 
go.

The perfect dinner?  The perfect dinner company?  In 
my kitchen and someone with a brain and a good 
appetite.

God?  Prayer?  “ONE LOVE ONE HEART - Let's get 
together and feel all right.  GIVE THANKS AND 
PRAISE TO THE LORD and I will feel all right”  - 
Robert Nesta Marley.

In love for the first time … My best friend and 
myself were in love with the same girl in our class. 
 So there we are on the balcony of her place, all 
three drinking lemonade holding hands.  An 
eternity passed, we must have been around seven 
years of age. 

Your greatest virtue?  And vice …?  Not for me to 
say, I think. (but if you can keep a secret, it's loyal 
& lazy)

Your best decision?  Not taken, yet.

At the highest summit: which painting?  Which book? 
 Which movie?  Which music?  The Last Supper; 
Finnegans Wake; The Empire Strikes Back; Die 
Kunst der Fuge.

Your greatest fear?  Being comfortably numb.

After secondary school, what was your next step?  Did 
you have a ‘master plan’ for your future?   Started 
university to study public administration, after some 
time with head full of statistics, sociology and 
Keynes, fiscal and monetary policies.  I fled the 
battlefield and went skiing in the French Alps. 
 Young and carefree, with ‘no future’ by the Sex 
Pistols in the headphones of my Walkman.

Going out, friendships, relations, how did you do that 
in those days?  Music and friends was everything.

If you would be Prime Minister for one day …?  Our 
leaders, what’s the point they’re missing?  Is there hope 
for our world?  With all due respect for all the Prime 
Ministers in the world, I prefer to be Sir Humphrey 
Appelby, GCB, KBE, MVO, MA (Oxon).  Missing the 
point: a set of statements leads to conclusion X.  Yet 
conclusion Y is drawn.  There you go with the 
missing chromosomes, XX XY.  See what I mean?  A 
non-sequitur fallacy: when one thing follows another 
in a predictable sequence, it gives us a way of 
creating a valid argument.  However, when we make 
the assumption that there is a 'Y follows X' 
relationship, yet this is not proven (even though it 
may be 'common sense'), then we are making a non-
sequitur fallacy (literally: 'it does not follow').  An 
argument is presented from which a perfectly valid 
and sound conclusion may be drawn, yet the stated 
conclusion is something else. This is used by people 
who want to prove something but do not know how, 
so they use any argument and then tack their desired 
conclusion on to the end.  This is something that 
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Saint Therese of Lisieux 
Health Unit, Rwibwale 

Kenjojo District in Uganda is one of the health care units 
of the Bayantereza sisters. The health center received 
the church’s Sharing Concern grant of 4,700 CHF for the 
purchase of the health unit’s ultrasound scanner. The 
funding was released by the church early this year. This 
was made possible as an individual from our 
congregation gave a generous donation to add to the 
church’s Sharing fund in order to support all our 
identified projects for Sharing particularly for the 
purchase of this ultrasound scanner.

 The ultrasound scanner was indeed valued equipment 
of the health center offering health care and maternal 
services to an extremely remote area in Uganda. 
Approximately 26 deliveries are performed in the 
health center each month while also accommodating 
frequent referrals from hospitals in neighboring 
districts. The new equipment definitely has a profound 
effect on the health center’s ability to deliver quality 
health services particularly to pregnant women in the 
district.

The health center recently reported: “a young mother 
almost lost her first child in childbirth due to 
obstructed labor. Had at that precise time, if not for 
the unveiling of the new ultrasound equipment to 
assist in the delivery and operation, the expectant 
mother would have had to be driven to another facility 
over an hour away and her child would most surely not 
have survived”. Incidents like this will definitely be 
encountered in the future. With the health center’s 
dedicated and skilled staff, and with their upgraded 
equipment, the prospect of significantly improving its 
maternal care services is very much welcomed by the 
community.

Continuing improvement of the health center’s 
facilities remains to be an on-going project of the 
Bayanteresa sisters. However, a new urgent priority is 
to increase its current solar panels to increase the 
reserve power that runs the ultrasound scanner and 
thus prolonging is use. Another project worth engaging 
in as the Bayanteresa sisters headed by Sr. Priscilla 
Busingye extended their deep appreciation to the 
generosity of the church and the individuals who 
supported this project. 

Respectufully submitted by Johnny Camaddo
on behalf of the Sharing Concern Group
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politicians often do.  Hope: is for the hopeless, I prefer 
FAITH.  Natus est Dei Filius, non pudet, quia pudendum 
est; et mortuus est Dei Filius, prorsus credibile est, quia 
ineptum est; et sepultus resurrexit, certum est, quia 
impossibile — (De Carne Christi V, 4) ‘The Son of God 
was born: there is no shame, because it is shameful. 
 And the Son of God died: it is wholly credible, because 
it is unsound. And, buried, He rose again: it is certain, 
because impossible.’ 

Geneva, what is that for you?  Time and Love equals the 
golden child. There are five continents and then there is 
Geneva.

How do you relax?  Tai-chi, Qi-gong and meditation.

What is your motto in life?  Where did that come from? 
 Que sera, sera what ever will be will be.  Doris Day.  Or: 
Half your wishes, doubles your troubles.

Life … do you think you have figured it out now …?  No, 
not just yet, but sooner than you know.

Respectfully submitted by Maarten Wilbers.

GenevaLutheranGenevaLutheran



Contact Information

Pastor
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Refreshment after Worship

Every week a neighbourhood group 
prepares refreshments after worship. 

If you are not sure which group you 
belong to, please contact the church 
office.

03 July, D (Grand-Saconnex and Petit-
Saconnex)

10 July, E (Servette, Paquis,Vermont, 
Delices etc)

17 July, F (Centre Ville, Jonction, 
Carouge, Eaux-Vives, Acacias etc)

24 July, G (Chene-
Bougeries,Florissant,Cologny, 
Vesenaz etc)

31 July, H (Lancy, 
Onex,Bernex,France Haute Savoie etc)

07 August, A 
(Nyon,Coppet,Crans,Gex, Ferney etc)

14 August, B 
(Versoix,Bellevue,Chambesy etc)

21 August, C (Meyrin,Vernier, 
Chatelaine,Lignon etc) 

28 August, D (Grand-Saconnex and 
Petit-Saconnex)

Regular Activities 
in our Church

Sunday Worship at 11h00
Christian Education Programme
Adult Forum, 10h00 (at the Spaghetti 
Factory)
Church School, 3-12 year old, 11h00
Sunday Play, under 3 year old, 11h00
Confirmation class, every Wednesday, 
16h30 (third floor)
Thursday morning bible study, at the 
Open House of the Ecumenical Center, 
09h30
Adult choir, every Thursday at 20h00.
Prayer group, every other Monday at 
20h00.
Worship in French
First Saturday of each month at 18h00
at the church (cave vouteé)
Concerts for Peace
Second Friday of each month.
Our Church is open 
Monday to Friday from 12h00-17h00.

Soft stone of faith

by Kristine Greenaway

The tiny stone in my hand is light gray 
with unexpected flashes of speckled 
silver and gold. It is flat, top and 
bottom, like the cobblestones in the 
street leading to Calvin’s stone-encased 
citadel on a hill. A monument to 
certainty, reached by roads built from 
small stones, laid together carefully so 
that everything leads seamlessly and 
logically to the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter. Peter, the rock on which the 
church was built, on which faith is built.

My father, the rock of my faith. A 
clergyman who took off his clerical 
collar to better live his faith. He 
wanted no symbol of certainty around 
his neck. He preferred the open collar 
of the soft green and gold sweater that 
my mother knit him. As a minister, he 
held the stone of his faith loose but 
reassuring in his hand. Never hurled, 
only caressed.  A reference not a wall. 
 His path to faith wandered gently – a 
road along which he would pause and 
ponder.

As I pause and ponder on the pebbled 
beach of a village on Canada’s Pacific 
coast, I pick up the stone, light-toned 
as if it were soft smooth marble, and 
lay it on a patch of golden sand. Next 
to it I lay a piece of green seaweed and 
a white shell. The blue sky and sea 
encircle my beach monument to my 
father as he now does. No longer a 
physical being, now a meta-being 
inhabiting stones, sea and sky. A 
comfort to me like a tiny light gray 
stone in my hand, leading me along 
winding roads of faith. I wear his 
sweater. Some day my shoulders may 
be broad enough to fill it.
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Confirmation Class Gallery

Day 1: Light and darkness
I took this picture on a Wednesday with the 
confirmation class. We were walking around Geneva to 
find pictures to take for the photo exhibition that we 
were doing in church. When we arrived at the Parc des 
Bastions, pastor Lusmarina told us that this could be a 
good picture for day 1, because the sun was shining 
between the trees, so it was light and the trees were 
dark. I found it good to so I took this picture.

Day 6: Animals
I took this picture during the Easter holiday. I was 
looking for birds and a cat to take for the photo 
exhibition. I was walking around my village, when I saw 
this cat sitting in the grass not moving. I approached 
slowly and carefully, because I didn't want the cat to run 
away. When I was close enough, I took the picture. The 
cat didn't move, so it was easy to take the picture.

Clarissa Lohmann

Jared Camaddo

The Bridge
In December 2010 may family and I went to the US, to 
San Francisco.  We visited a lot of relatives…  I really 
enjoyed visiting the famous “Golden Gate” with my 
family and my cousin.  I give thanks to God for blessing 
us that day.

Me and my dog
The dog’s name is King.  He belongs to my uncle whose 
house we stayed at on our trip to the US.  I really miss 
him.  He is an Australian Sheep Dog.  King is a very 
intelligent dog, and good fun.  He made my holidays in 
the US even better.
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Sky
I made this picture in the Maldives last February on a 
boat coming back from a great dive.
I chose this moment to take the picture because the sky 
wasn’t just blue, there were clouds too, and the clouds 
were a beautiful white.

Fish
This picture was also taken in the Maldives, but I am not 
the person who took it.  My mother did while she was 
snorkeling with my brother.  My mother had a camera 
that goes under water that’s why the picture is good.  

Julia Barbe

Julia Seibel

Flowers
I made the photo of the flowers when I went to Versoix 
to swim.  My father took his camera and I saw these 
wonderful flowers and I decided to take a picture of 
them.

Chocolate
I made the photo of my cat Chocolate when I was sick at 
home.  I was alone, it was winter.  Chocolate was 
sleeping and I started to take pictures of everything. 
 Then I saw Chocolate sleeping and I took the picture.

Confirmation Class Gallery



Land
This picture was taken in Israel during the February 
holidays.  The mountain where the cable car was headed 
is called Masada.  On top are the ruins of a Jewish 
fortress.  It is a very historical place and one of the main 
sites of Israel.  I went there with my mom, dad, brother 
and some friends.

Fish
I took this picture in Australia with my cousins.  It is a 
fish that we caught at our stay at Potsville.  The fish was 
too small to eat so we had to let it go.  The fish was a 
small brim.
We caught it in summer 2010.

Confirmation Class Gallery
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Oliver Prove

Pavithra Simpson

I was in Spain with my mother and friends. One day we 
where going to a Castel and on the way we had a 
beautiful view so i did some picture's. and i really like 
the colors of the water!

And another day we where gone to Marine Land over 
there we had a wonderful dolphin Show, and i love 
animals so i did thoses picture's!




