
Devotions for the First Week of Advent
Prayers *

Merciful God, in you we place our trust. 
Teach us to know your ways, and guide us to your paths.
You have revealed yourself to us in time,
and have found us in our guarded spaces. 
Strengthen our hearts in holiness
as we are given the gift of being deeply loved, 
through and through, alive with loving others.
Come, Lord Jesus, come;
draw near and fill this place with your love.

Sung Response                               Ososŏ

�

Light the first Advent candle

God of all people and of all places,
of the oppressed and brokenhearted, 
of the captive and the prisoner,
give us grace to create spaces where love can flourish,
and the earth is nourished by our care.
Direct us to follow your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
our redemption and hope, wherever he may lead. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come;
draw near and fill this place with your love.   

Sung Response                                  Ososŏ

God of sun and moon and stars,
we live in a world where signs press in on us,
and we often do not know how to respond.
Open our eyes, not to tremble, but so that we might be awake,
alert to your claim upon us.
Give us faith to trust that at the center of things
is your grace, generosity, and goodness. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come;
draw near and fill this place with your love.   

Reading and Prayer
Choose a specific place in the world to pray for over the course of this week

Sunday – Read Luke 21:25-28. Pray for those who are fearful 
in this place.

Monday – Read Luke 21:29-33. Pray that those in harm’s way 
in this place will know the nearness of God’s presence.

Tuesday – Read Luke 21:34-36. Pray for those who are offering 
help and support in this place.

Wednesday – Read Jeremiah 33:14-16. Pray for justice and 
righteousness in this place.

Thursday – Read Psalm 25:1-10. Pray for wisdom and guidance 
for those in leadership in this place.

Friday – Read 1 Thessalonians 3:9-10. Give thanks for the ways 
in which God is already at work in this place.

Saturday – Read 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13. Pray for God 
to strengthen your heart in love.

Lord’s Prayer

Song                          O Come, O come, Emmanuel
O come, O king of nations, come,
O cornerstone that binds in one:

Refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new.

Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

* With smaller children, one might simply say the prayer “Come, Lord Jesus, 
come,” and have the children respond with “draw near and fill this place with 
your love.” After this, light one candle, and sing the song.
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