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Welcome 

Prelude  Regine Kummer

Greeting

Seeking God with our whole heart,
happy,
walking in God’s ways,
blessed,
learning the righteous ordinances,
diligent,
calling heaven and earth to witness
we choose life,
life over death, 
we choose life,
blessing over curse, 
we choose life,
reconciliation over revenge,
we choose life.
We are gathered by the Source of Life,
the Embodiment of Life, 
the Breath of Life
to worship and pray
in the name of the Blessed Trinity,
our truth, our hope, our way.

Hymn          Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways



 

Call to confession

 “My soul has gone too far astray.  My feet too often slip.”
These words from the eighteenth century speak for us and to us.   
The old temptations have not gone away: 
deceit, vanity, covetousness, corruption.
Nevertheless, it is not sinfulness that brings us here, 
but the hope of finding a clear way forward,
with God coming near to us,
bringing order to our footsteps 
making our hearts sincere.
So we pray.

Silence

Prayer of Confession
God of life,
the current rules require much.
We must be successful, rich, bright, beautiful, beaming,
well-employed, well-outfitted, well-connected, well-muscled, well off,
constantly entertained and entertaining.
These laws are promoted continuously,
a live-streaming of demand.

Your law is so much more gracious.
Why would we not listen to you?
Why do we so often miss the steps leading to life?
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Why would we succumb to an idolatry that consumes us,
taunting our failures with its finger of shame?

God of new beginnings
we confess how often we are pulled astray from your will,
unable even to hear, much less live, another way 
than the relentless race towards death.

Turn us to that graceful path 
full of loving you with all that we are, 
with our strength, our mind, our will, our heart.
Turn us so we discover the deep, abiding joy of loving our neighbor as ourselves,
the blessing of giving ourselves away.
Turn us so we choose life 
following Jesus Christ.    Amen.  

Kyrie eleison    from the Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert

Words of Assurance
God’s word can free from sin and death.   
God’s word can set us loving.  
God’s word can make us holy.  
In Christ Jesus, our sins are forgiven, 
and our wandering feet are re-directed to walk in God’s ways.   
In Christ Jesus, we are blessed with the promise of life, 
not the ephemeral life of screen and earphone, 
but life eternal, the presence of God.   Amen.

As we sing the Gloria, the children are invited to go to church school and Sunday play.

Hymn of praise   Gloria in excelsis

Prayer of the day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray:
Righteousness, exceeding human pieties,
Justice, encompassing more than congresses and courts,
Lawgiver, holding together what wants to spin apart:
set before us the choice of life and death,
so we see clearly what offers life,
and what propels towards death,
what leads towards your promise,
and what perpetrates the yoke of destruction.
Set before us the choice of life and death
so we turn from all the flashing, pulsing, enticing morgues
towards a living, lively love,
the love shared by Jesus Christ,
the love made flesh in Jesus Christ,
your love set free through the gift of Jesus Christ
in whose name we pray.   Amen.

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20

[Moses said]  See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity.  If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, 
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walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and 
become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess.  But 
if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve 
them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing 
the Jordan to enter and possess.  I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before 
you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving 
the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so 
that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob. 

Psalm 119:1-8

Happy are those whose way is blameless,
who walk in the law of the Lord. 
Happy are those who keep God’s decrees,
who seek God with their whole heart, 
who also do no wrong,
but walk in God’s ways. 
You have commanded your precepts
to be kept diligently. 
O that my ways may be steadfast
in keeping your statutes! 
Then I shall not be put to shame,
having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. 
I will praise you with an upright heart,
when I learn your righteous ordinances. 
I will observe your statutes;
do not utterly forsake me. 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 3:1-9

And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the flesh, 
as infants in Christ.  I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now 
you are still not ready,  for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarrelling among 
you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations?  For when one says, ‘I 
belong to Paul’, and another, ‘I belong to Apollos’, are you not merely human? 

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to 
each.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.  So neither the one who plants nor the one 
who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.  The one who plants and the one who waters 
have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each.  For we are God’s 
servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

Alleluia Choir

Gospel Reading Matthew 5:21-37

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 5.
Glory to you, O Lord.

 [Jesus said:] ‘You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not murder”; and 
“whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.”  But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or 
sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; 
and if you say, “You fool”, you will be liable to the hell of fire.  So when you are offering your gift at the 
altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before 
the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.  Come to 
terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand 
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you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison.  Truly I tell you, 
you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 

‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.”  But I say to you that everyone who 
looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  If your right eye causes 
you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your 
whole body to be thrown into hell.  And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; 
it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 

‘It was also said, “Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.”  But I say to you 
that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and 
whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

‘Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not swear falsely, but carry 
out the vows you have made to the Lord.”  But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is 
the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great 
King.  And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.  Let your word be 
“Yes, Yes” or “No, No”; anything more than this comes from the evil one.

Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Terry MacArthur

Hymn   

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen

Prayers of Intercession

The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also with you. 

Gathering of Gifts       Pilip Iten Trombone

Setting the table  Praise God from whom all blessings flow

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving   

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface
With a word you created light, and it obeyed the laws of light,
clambering towards the outer reaches of space.
You made the sun and the earth, with their ordered rotations,
the steadiness of day and night.
You brought forth plants and animals, 
adapting, changing, moving within the rhythm accorded them.
But when it came to the creation of humanity,
you breathed them free.
Noah gathered up the animals in his ark and from the flood saved life.
You sent Abraham, Sarah and Hagar on difficult journeys, and they chose life.
You called Moses from the comfort of Pharaoh’s palace to free your people, and he promised life.
He was the mouth piece of your law, and looking over the promised land, he asked them to choose life.
You anointed David, lover of Bathsheeba, to be king. 
Even though he was an adulterer, 
he bequeathed us the cadences of praise, lament, and repentance.   He sang life.
You inspired prophets with words of judgment and hope.   They proclaimed life.
In the fullness of time, your Beloved came dwelling among us
becoming our way, our truth, our life,
so with the saints of every time and place, we join the hymn of praise.

Sanctus     from the Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert

Eucharistic Prayer 
Blessed is the One who searches for the wandering sheep and the lost coin,
who keeps probing the horizon for signs of the prodigal child.
When humanity had turned from your way, 
he did not insist upon his rights,
but left the throne on high to became one of us, 
his very body becoming the gift at the altar,
his life becoming the altar of love,
reconciling all people to you.

Words of Institution     
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

This table is for all, because it is Christ Jesus who invites us.  Since none of us is worthy, there is no 
distinction between men and women, rich and poor, ashamed or proud, wise or foolish, innocent or guilty. 
Everyone may come to receive the bread, which is life, the cup, which is salvation.   We remember the 
goodness of Christ, warning, blessing, offering himself.   We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.

Come Holy Spirit, come.
With this bread and wine
awaken all who receive 
to the presence of Christ at this table,
in this community gathered round,
in our daily lives.
Make us one, in joyful obedience to your will, 
through Christ, with Christ and in Christ
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
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all glory and praise are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  in our many languages

We say the Lord’s Prayer in our many languages
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen.

Agnus Dei  from the Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert

Communion
(Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast.  Communion is 

continuous.  Please come forward and gather around the altar.  Receive the bread in your hands.  Glutenfree 
wafers are available from the server.  Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, 

individual glasses. Please return to your seat after receiving communion.)

Sending forth
Let us pray:
God whose law is love,
you have fed us,
led us,
raised us from dead adherence to the fictions of our times,
send us forth filled with your word,
and faithful in spreading the good news 
of Jesus Christ your Beloved,
through whom we pray.    Amen.

Benediction    

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements
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