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The little table has the bowl, with its false bottom, filled precariously with fruit.   On the other side is an 
empty plate.

Welcome 

Prelude Regine Kummer

Greeting

In the midst of abundance
hungry,
contending with the stream of false witnesses,
hungry for certainty,
constantly told we are surrounded by enemies, danger on every side,
hungry for security,
too full, no room, no space, no time, 
hungry for refreshing rest, healing quiet,
bound by the devouring, the disempowering, 
the myriad choices, the diminished voice, 
the demand to buy, to be constantly high,
hungry to be freed for love,
hungry to love being free to serve a hungry Christ, 
seeking a renewed humanity,
we are gathered under his wings,
dwelling in the house of the Lord, this day and all days,
singing God’s praise,
awaiting a world where hunger is no more.

Hymn                        

Call to confession Philippians 3:17-19
P:  This morning it is St. Paul who informs our prayer. 

Reader:
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you have 
in us.  For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you 
even with tears.  Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their 
minds are set on earthly things.

A person comes and lifts up the bowl (it will be heavy) raising it up as a kind of victory gesture (like holding 
up a trophy) towards the people.   But in the process the fruit falls all over the place on the floor. 

P:   picking up a piece of bruised fruit.   



How much falls away just when the plate is too full?   What gets left behind just because we can’t carry 
what we already have?  What gets left on the floor in the race for more--a relationship, a healthy body, a 
healthy earth, a swamp of plastic in the Pacific, an overheated schedule, a burnt-out spirit, a lost soul? 

The person puts down the now less full plate of fruit and slowly picks up the empty plate

And some of us have too little and can only dream of a full plate.  The race for more, leaves many of us 
behind with little dignity, few resources, too much debt, living on the edge, living off the bruised 
remnants falling from the rich plate.

Both those with lives too full, and those with not enough, easily fall prey to setting their minds on earthly 
things.  

The person puts the empty plate on the table.

In the forging ahead, some of us barely take time to acknowledge how full our plate is. We no longer even 
see what has fallen by the wayside like litter on a back, forgotten road.   

In the forging ahead, some of us barely see beyond the empty plate:  what we do not have, what we can 
never achieve, how we will never get ahead.   

In a moment we will pass some of the fruit through the congregation.  Hold the bruised fruit in your hand 
for a moment.  In the balancing act of an over scheduled life, what has been left untended? What has 
fallen off your plate and become bruised?   What keeps your mind on earthly things?

In the balancing act when life seems empty, what bruised fruit has become your diet?  What seems 
forever lost in the blur of inactivity?   What patterns have led to a life of leftovers?  What keeps your 
mind on earthly things?

Hold the fruit long enough to feel the bruise from the fall.   Then pass it to your neighbor.   While we pray 
we will sing.   

Prayer of Confession
Kyrie eleison

Lord, have mercy on us.  Christ, have mercy on us.

Beneath the cross of Jesus
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Words of Assurance   Philippians 3:20-4:1
Reader:
St. Paul writes.

But our citizenship is in heaven, 
our citizenship is in heaven.
and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
a Savior,
He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the 
power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.  Therefore, my brothers and sisters, 
whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
Stand firm in the Lord.

P:
In Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven and through the cross of Christ we are offered the way to a place 
requiring no visa or passport, no border guards nor x-ray checks.  In Christ you are a citizen of heaven, 
and no one can shut you out.   Amen.

Hynn of Praise   
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Prayer of the day
The Lord be with you,
and also with you.
Let us pray:

Are you too full of complaints, God, to hear another cry for help,
too full of indignation to endure one more injustice,
too full of disappointment that your goodness has been turned into privilege,
your blessings into amassing wealth,
your inheritance into status,
or have you emptied yourself, to the point where there is nothing left,
except your Beloved, living in a too full world with too little love,
lamenting a city that was to be your dwelling,
drawing us in as a mother hen gathers her brood under her wings,
if only we would?   Amen.

Psalm 27
Reader:

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh-- my adversaries and foes-- they shall stumble and fall.
Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
yet I will be confident.

Antiphon   

Reader:
One thing I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my 
life, 

The person goes to the altar with the half full bowl of fruit

to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in God’s temple.

Reader:
For God will hide me in a shelter in the day of trouble; and will conceal me under the cover of a tent; 
God will set me high on a rock.
Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the LORD.

Antiphon   

During the singing the person goes and gets the empty plate.

Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me!

Person:   holding the empty plate before the altar.    
"Come," my heart says, "seek his face!" Your face, LORD, do I seek.

Reader:  Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my 
help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!

The person goes and gets a piece of bruised fruit during this next bit.

If my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will take me up.
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Teach me your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies.
Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me, and they are 
breathing out violence.

Person:   I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.

Reader
Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!

Antiphon

Gospel Reading Luke 13:31-35

The Gospel according to Luke chapter 13:
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill 
you.’  He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me, “Listen, I am casting out demons and performing 
cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I 
must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.”  Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to 
gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!  See, 
your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, “Blessed 
is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”’ 

Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Andy Willis

Hymn    Dearest Jesus, we are here              
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Baptism of Natalya LeGeyt       

Introduction and Presentation of Natalya

Charge to the parents, sponsors and congregation

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 
the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
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I renounce them.

The Apostle’s Creed

Do you believe in God, the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen

Thanksgiving at the font

Baptism

The laying on of hands 

Sign of the Cross 

Presentation of a Candle (sponsor)

Welcome

Prayers of Intercession

The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you.
We share signs of God’s peace with each other.

Gathering of Gifts  Agnus Dei 1 Choir
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Offertory hymn   Bendice Señor nuestro pan
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface 
Lamenting the chaos, you spoke a word, 
and the Spirit stirred up a creation full of pattern, beauty, life.
Lamenting a profound loneliness, you breathed into the dust and shaped human beings in your image.
Lamenting human cruelty, you divined a new beginning with Noah and the ark.
Lamenting slavery, you called Moses to bring your people out of Egypt.
Lamenting greed and injustice, you gave prophets strong words of wrath, and the poetry of repentance. 
Lamenting a lost humanity, you sent your Beloved, Jesus Christ, to gather your people of every time and 
place under his wings, sheltering them with a love unfailing, stronger than death.
So with xxxx, with your church, with all the citizens of heaven, all those trusting in you as your light and 
salvation, we join the hymn of praise.
 

Sanctus  

Eucharistic Prayer 
Blessed is the one unafraid to be hungry,
unafraid to offer living water to all who are thirsty,
unafraid to preach to the well-fed their need to give to the poor,
unafraid to have his feet perfumed by a woman’s hair,
unafraid to empty himself, becoming a slave
so the hungry might be fed.

Words of Institution  
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
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covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

Remembering 
We come to this table with an empty plate, 
awaiting what is not ours to buy: 
the life-giving bread that satisfies, 
the saving wine by which we arise to serve.
Christ places before us his life, his body, his blood,
the mystery of faith right before our eyes:
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Come Holy Spirit, so we see Jesus,
gathering all his hungry people into one,
discovering again and again the joy of sharing what he has given us
down to the last crumbs.
With our brokenness heal the broken.
With our empty hands touch lives void of hope.
With our wounded hearts reach the gnawing pain of those lost in the struggle for worth and gain.
Fill us with the love that does not die
the love of Christ Jesus, who is our glory and song,
the Beloved of the Father, to whom we all belong
in the unity of the Spirit, breathing us strong.
this day and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  (in our many languages)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen.

Agnus Dei    

Communion

All things are ready.   We begin with the center section then the sides and then the balcony.  After you 
have received communion return to your seats.  Come receive the gifts of God.

 (Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast.  Communion is 
continuous.  Please come forward, beginning with the center section, and form one circle around the altar. 

Receive the bread in your hands.  Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, 
individual glasses. Please return to your seat after receiving communion.)   

 
Songs during communion   

Sending Forth
Washed and fed, 
led by your steadfast love,
send us out, gracious God, 
as steady followers of your Beloved, 
faithful citizens of heaven,
serving our neighbors
with heart and head and hands,
the living out of what Christ has done and said,
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so the hungry find bread,
the empty, a purpose beyond their dread
the bruised, healing
and deadened souls, new life in Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Benediction  
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