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Welcome

Prelude Regine Kummer
During the Prelude a young man with sunglasses enters with a bucket.  The bucket has a little water in it. 
The young man rather wanders, but carefully (as if blind.)   Maybe he could touch and explore the wood on 
the altar for some moments.

Greeting
The Lord does not see as mortals see.
They look on the outward appearance.
The Lord looks on the heart.
In our blindness a light keeps shining,
awakening us to sight,
to the worship of the Blessed Trinity,
one God, now and forever.   
Amen.

Hymn   Be Thou my vision



Gospel Reading John 9:1-41
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.’ When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 
mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). 

Call to Confession
Voice 1 from the Balcony:    Go wash!

Blind man:  Do you have any idea how difficult it can be to wash?

V1: Go wash!

BM:  Where is the water that heals?

V1:  Go wash in the pool.

BM: Have you smelled that pool, all that rotting garbage and slime, dying algae for the dying?

V1:  Go wash in the pool

BM:  God knows how many chemicals are lurking there:  atrazine, benzine, PBB’s, 
a little left-over DDT, a little radioactive caesium-137.

V1:   Go wash in the pool.

BM:  You might as well spit on the ground.    He sits on the altar platform.    

Pastor:  Who sinned?
the question of blame and responsibility,
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the question posed by the news every night.
Who sinned
the corporation who makes the pesticide,
the farmer who sprays it,
the scientist paid to confuse test results,
the consumer who insists on food without any blemish?
Who sinned that two billion people don’t have sanitation, 
so water bears disease rather than healing?

Who sinned?

Psalm 23, polluted

The Psalm for this morning is Psalm 23.  But its peaceful, hopeful images get turned upside down in our 
time by polluting and polluted lives.

When the television is our shepherd
we want everything,
regardless of the pastures, 
brown,
the still waters, 
choked,
the soul, 
consumed by desire,
the paths, 
denuded of trees,
the valley 
filled with the shadow of death,
the rod and staff,
comfortless in the race to get ahead,
the table, 
overfull, half to be thrown away,
the oil, 
laced with unknown chemicals,
the cup, 
brimming with bitterness,
goodness and mercy, 
left behind,
Each one dwells in her own house.
Each one dwells in his own house,
alone.

Who sinned?

Prayer of Confession

Gracious God,
when we have not treasured the resources you have given us, 
but taken them for granted, 
or claimed them as our own,
forgive us.
Save us from the blindness that thinks it sees,
from the knowing which is blind to what it doesn’t see.

Turn us, God, from all that pollutes towards what heals,
from all that punishes towards what includes,
from all that destroys towards what builds up.
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Bathe us in your light,
until we become clean in your love,
through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Sung Kyrie

Gospel Reading

Then he went and washed and came back able to see.
We have some musical hint of “Was blind but now I see,” on the guitar.    But not a direct musical quote.

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used 
to sit and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept 
saying, ‘I am the man.’ But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 

Here we have a tangled version of “Was blind”    This also comes on the guitar.

He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and 
wash.” 

The young man, gets up, and takes the bucket and pours some water into the baptismal font.   But this is not 
a lot of water and does not preclude pouring more water later during the baptism.   Then he puts his hand in 
the water and puts some on his eyes.   

Then I went and washed and received my sight.’   
The young man takes the sunglasses and puts them on the altar.   He leaves.     We maybe need some guitar 
under this action.

One person  sings, tentatively “was blind but now I see.”    
Then another overlapping the first,
then a third overlapping the second. 
Then we have a very quiet intro on the guitar, almost not heard.
Then the congregation sings the first verse very quietly, almost whispered.

Hymn   Amazing Grace verse 1

Words of Assurance Ephesians 5:8-14

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of 
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take 
no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention 
what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, ‘Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you.’

P:   Christ will shine on you.   
Christ will shine in you.   
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Christ will shine through you.  
You are light.  
The living water is gushing up in you unto eternal life.  
You can do what is right and true because Jesus forgives and makes new.   
Believe the Gospel.   Amen.

Hymn of Praise 
The children may go to church school and Sunday play

Gospel Reading
[The neighbors] said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ They brought to the Pharisees the 
man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 
eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. 

He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ 

We do some phrase of “was blind but now I see.”   Flute

Some of the Pharisees said, 
V1:   ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ 

One person  stomps one foot.   All the stomps which follow are just 1 stomp.

R:  But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. So they 
said again to the blind man, 
V1:  ‘What do you say about him?  It was your eyes he opened.’ 
R:   He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 

Hymn   Amazing Grace verse 2 
but still sung softly

R:  The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents 
of the man who had received his sight and asked them, 
V1   ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind?  How then does he now see?’ 

Two people stomp their feet in the choir.

R:  His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know 
how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 
himself.’ His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that 
anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents 
said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they 
said to him, 

V1:  ‘Give glory to God!  We know that this man is a sinner.’ 
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3 feet stomp the floor.

R:  He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 
now I see.’ 

The organ comes with a loud and insistent “was blind but now I see.”

V1:   ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 

4 feet stomp on the floor in the choir.

R:   He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’  Then they reviled him, saying, 

V1:  ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 

5 feet stomp on the floor of the choir.

V1:  We know that God has spoken to Moses,  

6 feet stomp on the floor of the choir.
V1:  but as for this man, 
V1:  we do not know where he comes from.’ 

Sopranos and altos all stomp their feet.

R:   The man answered, 
Under this next part we keep some soft variation of Amazing grace.   Under the words comes with the guitar.

‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We 
know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.  If this 
man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ 

Hymn   Amazing Grace verse 3

6



R:  The [Pharisees] answered him, 
V1:  ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ 

All the choir does one stomp

R:  And they drove him out. 
The choir now stamps their feet, but like a crowd.   This is more than one stomp.

A moment of silence

R:  Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?’ 

The young man comes to the front of the altar but facing the pulpit:   ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I 
may believe in him.’ 

Reader;   Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 
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Young Man:     ‘Lord, I believe.’ 

Reader:  And he worshiped him.   
The young man kneels at the altar.

Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do 
see may become blind.’ Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, 

V1:  ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’

R: Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see,” your 
sin remains.

Some discordant variation on “was blind” but emphasis on the discord.   During this the young man goes.

Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Andy Willis

Hymn    Amazing Grace      
             The baptismal parties gather around the font during the hymn.

Service of Holy Baptism   Filipa, Eva and Caetano de Chassey
and Lefa Choene Sekonyana

PRESENTATION

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. 
By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are 
united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in 
God's mission for the life of the world.
  
Sponsor
I present name for baptism.

Name, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to be baptized into 
Christ?
Person:    I do.

Filipa, what brought you to this day?
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Filipa has a testimony she will give at this point

Filipa & Marc, Silas and Venessa, Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do 
you desire to have your children baptized into Christ?

Response:  I do.

As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with them among God's faithful people,
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in their hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture them in faith and prayer,
so that your children may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help your children grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response:  I do.

Baya, Sara, Alberto and Jean -- as Eva and Caetano are baptized into the Christian faith, do you promise 
to faithfully guide and nurture Eva and Caetano, awakening in them a sense of wonder, and standing by 
them at times of joy and sorrow? If so answer I do. 

I do.

People of God, do you promise to support Filipa, Eva, Caetano and Lefa Choene and pray for 
them in their new life in Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring, 
you are the fire of rebirth.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. 
Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. You are the fountain of resurrection.

Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well. The 
Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. Naaman washes his leprosy away, 
and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again.

At this font, holy God, we pray: Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that saves us in this 
water. Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. Illumine our days. Enliven our 
bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us.

Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BAPTISM

Name, I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

A musical response follows each baptism.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new 
birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Sustain name with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and 
forever.
Amen.

Name, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.
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WELCOME

A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a young child) as a 
representative of the congregation says:

Jesus said, I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me
will have the light of life.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Musical Response  

Prayers of intercession

Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also with you. 

Gathering of Gifts choir

Setting the table     

Prayer over the gifts:

God of all creation,
feeding, loving, re-creating,
use these gifts that we offer back to you,
so that children might know your blessing,
the thirsty your refreshment,
the lonely your touch,
the frightened your hope,
through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface
Light out of chaos,
Life out of dust,
Ark over the flood,
Promise like the multitude of stars,
Freedom through the sea,

the waves like a wall on the right and the left,
Word enfleshed within the womb,
Water gushing up to eternal life.
You are worthy of our thanks.
with the Okavango and Tay,  
with the Batang Baram and the Sungai Klan,
with all the rivers flowing to the sea, singing your praise
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with Lefa Choene, Filipa, Eva, and Caetano we join your people of every time and place in the ancient 
hymn to your name.

Sanctus 

Eucharistic Prayer   
Blessed is the water of life,
blossoming in the desert
promising a new birth to an old theologian,
talking with a strange woman at a well,
healing a man born blind,
weeping over the death of a friend,
poured out, emptied, willing to be wasted for the love of the world.

Words of Institution

On the night when he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

We remember that with this bread Christ gives us his body, broken, 
yet restoring what is broken.
With this wine, Christ offers us his blood, poured out,
yet re-creating life, opening eyes to the wonder of Christ’s love.   
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.   Christ will come again.

Come, Holy Spirit, so we see the light of the world offered as bread and wine,
the healing presence of Christ Jesus, 
with whom, through whom and in whom
all glory and honor is yours,
now and forever.    Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  (in our many languages)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen.

Agnus Dei

                       
Communion 

(Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people who recognize the presence of Christ at this meal, are 
welcome.  Communion is continuous.  Please come forward by each aisle. Receive the bread in your hands. 

Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, individual glasses. Please return to your 
seat after receiving communion.)

Communion Songs   

Closing prayer

Let us pray:
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Gracious God,
you have quenched our thirst, promised us life,
you have given us a right spirit,
free to follow you,
free to live responsibly,
free to love
for the sake of your Beloved,
Jesus Christ.    Amen.

Benediction

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements
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