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There is a pitcher of water on the altar.

Welcome and Introduction of Rev. Andy Willis

Prelude Regine Kummer

Greeting

Womb of Life,
Source of being,
Maker of heaven and earth
in your arms the worlds awakened.

Water of Gestation,
home of every restless heart,
keeping us from all evil,
so the sun does not strike by day nor the moon by night.

Mother of all mercy,
keeping our lives,
keeping our going out and our coming in,
you have loved us from the start.

Father of blessing
neither slumbering nor sleeping
lifting your eyes to the hills
you wait, search, hope for your daughters and sons.

You labor with us,
aiding the birthing of the new world yet to be
born from above,
free for love and unity.

We praise your name forever,
one-in-three and three-in-one
sharing your life, your passion,
your word of world made new.  Amen.

based on the hymn Womb of Life and Psalm 121

Hymn   

Call to Prayer



You may be seated
A woman comes with a bucket.   She goes to the font, looks.  There is no water in the font.   She turns the 

bucket upside down to show there is nothing in it.   She looks lost and questioning.   Maybe she keeps saying 
quietly, “How can these things be?”

The 2 readers are at the lectern.   

1: How can these things be?
2: How can the waters of a womb be safe without a midwife?
1: How can the waters of a womb give life when the mother is malnourished and dehydrated?
2: How can the waters of a womb insist on a boy?
1: How can the waters of a womb deliver a healthy baby when there is no water to wash baby or mother?
2: How can the waters of a womb break when the mother is in prison?

The woman sits near the altar
Woman:   How can these things be?

1: How can the waters of new life be so subverted by tradition and culture?
2: How can the waters of new life be diverted towards gain and greed?
1: How can the waters of new life become the rediscovery of gracious love?
2: How can the waters of new life become a miracle recounted, shared, taken seriously?

Woman:   How can these things be?

P:   The waters of the womb,
a miracle, a disaster, 
an exceeding joy, a crisis, 
a great labor, a new start,
birth, death, re-birth, 
Can the waters of the womb surround even deadened souls and give a new chance?
How can these things be?   

So we pray

Prayer
Source of Life,
we come to you with our questions
unsure yet hoping,
caught within our contradictions, 
yet aspiring to possibilities not yet seen,
weighing the pain, the labor, 
yet searching for new birth.
How can these things be

that we might begin again,
that our lives might become a gift from above,
that we might be born of the spirit?

Reset our minds on your grace.
Reopen our eyes to your imagination.
Re-size our hearts to your mercy,
with a womb big enough to sustain every child,
to hold each one of us in the waters of love,
so whatever wasteland we confront
we are not afraid to be lifted up by your Beloved,
with your Beloved, 
for the sake of the realm of Jesus Christ.   Amen.
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Sung Kyrie

Words of Hope  

P:    In the midst of our questions, the grace, which Christ Jesus gives, will be like a spring of water 
gushing up to life eternal.    By faith it is reckoned to us as righteousness.   We are offered a birth from 
above, making us new.  This is good news.   Amen.

Hymn of Praise.

Prayer of the day

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Let us pray:
Love,
Lover of the world,
so loving the world you entered the waters of a womb,
giving your only-begotten Son:
surround us with the gracious waters of the birth from above,
so we believe in your Beloved and do not perish, 
but have everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 12:1-4a

A reading from the book of Genesis.   

Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and 
in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 
when he departed from Haran.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sung Response

Epistle Reading Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh?  For if Abraham 
was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  For what does the scripture 
say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.’  Now to one who works, 
wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him who 
justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

Woman:   How can these things be?

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith 
is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
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guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith 
of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’) 
—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist.  

Reader:
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel acclamation  

Gospel reading John 3:1-17
Reader:
The Gospel according to John chapter 3.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 

The woman rises with the bucket.
He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’  Jesus answered him, 
‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ 

Woman:   How can these things be?
She takes a couple of steps.

Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time 
into the mother’s womb and be born?’ 

Woman:   How can these things be?
She takes a couple of steps more towards the baptismal font.
Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water 
and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

Woman:   How can these things be?
A couple more steps.

Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’

Woman:   How can these things be?
She stops in place holding the bucket.

P:    How can these things be?   The question of Nicodemus hangs over us and our world.   In a moment 
we will hear the answer Jesus gives about the source of new life.  But what answer do you give?   How do 
you tell about God’s grace active in you?  What story recounts a turning point that has marked you, a 
moment when you experienced the birth of the Spirit?  How might God’s love be re-born in you today?

Silence

You are invited to say one word from your story of faith, the story that just came to mind.   What word 
would you share with the community?

The pastor takes the pitcher near the bucket.   For each word that comes, the pastor pours a little water 
into the bucket.   When the words are finished the woman goes and puts the bucket on the baptismal font 
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and sits down.

Reader:
Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? ‘Very truly, 
I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 
testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things?  No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man.  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him.

Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Andy Willis

Hymn                       

The Apostle’s Creed
We affirm our faith, in the presence of questions.
How can anyone be born after having grown old?
We are born from above.
Can one enter a second time into a mother’s womb and be born?
We are born of water and the Spirit,
How can these things be?
The wind blows where it wills.

The woman pours carefully the water into the font.

Born from the waters of the womb,
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Born from the waters of baptism,
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Born to call into existence the things that do not exist,
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
Born not knowing from where it comes or where it goes,
I believe in the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, 
Born into the flood of humanity,
I believe in the forgiveness of sins, 
Born as a gift of love,
I believe in the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen

Prayers of intercession
Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also with you. 

Gathering of Gifts     Wo-wo-wo-wo-womb choir
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Koko Taylor:  Japan.  Adapted to John 3 by Terry MacArthur
Wowowowowomb.

How can anyone be born a second time into a mother's womb and be born? 
Truly I tell you: No one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and spirit. 

What is born of the flesh is flesh and what is born of the spirit is spirit 
Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.' 

The wind blows where it chooses and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 

So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.
How can these things be?

Setting the table     

Prayer over the gifts:

Because of your love, God,
we offer you these gifts.
Multiply them by your blessing,

so the waters of rebirth flood the world
with your justice, your mercy, your grace,
through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface
Light out of chaos,
Life out of dust,
Ark over the flood,
Promise like the multitude of stars,
Freedom through the sea,

the waves like a wall on the right and the left,
Word enfleshed within the womb,
Water gushing up to eternal life.
You are worthy of our thanks.
With the Zambezi and the MacKenzie,
with the Inn and the Limmat,
with the Volga and the Indus,
with all the rivers flowing to the sea, singing your praise
we join your people of every time and place in the ancient hymn to your name.

Sanctus 

Eucharistic Prayer   
Blessed is the water of life,
blossoming in the desert
promising a new birth to an old theologian,
talking with a strange woman at a well,
healing a man born blind,
weeping over the death of a friend,
poured out, emptied, willing to be wasted for the love of the world.

Words of Institution
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On the night when he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

Remembering we eat.   Remembering we drink.  Remembering, Christ Jesus is present with us. 
Our eating becomes life.  Our drinking becomes salvation.   We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.   Christ will come again.

Come, Holy Spirit, enlighten our hearts to receive what you offer at this table:
a birth from above,
a wind blowing life into us,
a word setting us free,
the presence of Christ Jesus,
through whom, with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory is yours
now and forever.    Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  (in our many languages)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen.

Agnus Dei

 
We begin with the center section then the sides and then the balcony.   Everything is ready.  The gifts of 
God for the people of God.

Communion 
(Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people who recognize the presence of Christ at this meal, are 

welcome.  Communion is continuous.  Please come forward by each aisle. Receive the bread in your hands. 
Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, individual glasses. Please return to your 

seat after receiving communion.)
Communion Song   

Closing prayer

Let us pray:
Loved,
with your great love, God,
send us forth to love the world,
sharing your good news, through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Benediction

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements
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