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Welcome 

Prelude  Regine Kummer

Greeting
Costly love,
giving the shirt off one’s back,
holy love,
building a temple in which God’s Spirit dwells,
foolish love,
praying for the persecutor,
unrelenting love,
going the second mile,
generous love,
not refusing anyone,
unbelievable love,
caring for the enemy,
perfect love,
nailed,
this love gathers us, terrifies us, holds us, frees us, humbles us.
This love fixes within us its humble dwelling.
This love flourishing in divine community,
yet bound in perfect unity.
we worship as the eternal Trinity,
one God, now and ever more.   Amen.

Hymn          Love, divine all loves excelling

Call to confession

Today we will hear more of the Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus proposes an ethics Christians still 
don’t know how to follow.  How could the so-called Christian militias of the Central African Republic be 
killing their Muslim neighbors if they even remembered a whisper of these words?  What did Jesus see 
that enabled him to rise above revenge, hurt, fear to say “Love your enemies.  Pray for those that 
persecute you.”  

The point is not to make us guilty or ashamed.  Rather Jesus directs us to what is life-giving, a justice 
which heals what is broken, a love which makes us whole.  So we pray:

Prayer of Confession
Loving God,
we know our failings:
the cloak not offered,



the request denied,
the beggar passed by,
the extra mile not walked,
the injustice not noticed,
the forgiveness not realized,
the hatred not exorcised,
the prayer silenced by bitter lips.
We know that we do not love you with all we are,
nor our neighbors as ourselves.
Turn us, gracious God, so we choose life,
life abundant with love,
and in the loving 
a knowing, deeper than that of our own failures,
of the profound assurance we are loved,
through the mercy of Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Kyrie eleison       Adult choir
by Christoph Dalitz, Germany 1990 

Lord, have mercy.   Christ, have mercy.
Words of Assurance

You belong to Christ, asserts St. Paul to the quarreling Corinthians.  Christ turns each follower into a holy 
temple, the dwelling place of the Spirit of God.   Of this you can be assured, You are loved.   In the love 
of Christ sins are forgiven and we are led to that love which casts out fear, which leads to life eternal. 
Amen

Hymn of praise   Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr
Children may go to church school and Sunday play.

Prayer of the day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Eternal Lover, 
lovingly loving love
loving the unlovable, the unloving, the unloved,
loving with a bare back, empty pockets and sore feet,
loving beggars, rogues, neighbors, enemies,
love us, too,
so we become lovers in your image,
lovingly loving love
loving the unlovable, the unloving, the unloved,
in the love of Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Old Testament Reading Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18

A reading from the book of Leviticus:

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 
Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord 
your God am holy.
When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your field, or gather the 
gleanings of your harvest.  You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen grapes of your 
vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien: I am the Lord your God. 
You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you shall not lie to one another.  And you shall not 
swear falsely by my name, profaning the name of your God: I am the Lord. 
You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal; and you shall not keep for yourself the wages of 
a laborer until morning.  You shall not revile the deaf or put a stumbling-block before the blind; you shall 
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fear your God: I am the Lord. 
You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with 
justice you shall judge your neighbor.  You shall not go around as a slanderer* among your people, and 
you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord. 
You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur 
guilt yourself.  You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:33-40

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
and I will observe it to the end.
Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 
and observe it with my whole heart.
Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
for I delight in it.
Turn my heart to your decrees, 
and not to selfish gain.
Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; 
give me life in your ways.
Confirm to your servant your promise, 
which is for those who fear you.
Turn away the disgrace that I dread, 
for your ordinances are good.
See, I have longed for your precepts; 
in your righteousness give me life.

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23

A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians:
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone 
else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on it.  For no one can lay any 
foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.  Do you not know that 
you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?  If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will 
destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, you should become fools so that you 
may become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written,
‘He catches the wise in their craftiness’, and again, ‘The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise,
   that they are futile.’ 
So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or 
the world or life or death or the present or the future—all belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and 
Christ belongs to God. 

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

Gospel Reading Matthew 5:38-48

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 5.
Glory to you, O Lord.

 [Jesus said:] You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”  But I say to 
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you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if 
anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go also the second mile.  Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants 
to borrow from you. 
‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.”  But I say to you, 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the 
unrighteous.  For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax-
collectors do the same?  And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than 
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson

Hymn   

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen

Prayers of Intercession

The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also with you. 
We stand and offer one another signs of Christ’s peace.

Gathering of Gifts        

Setting the table  Praise God from whom all blessings flow

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving   

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface
With light, loving,
with the breath of the Spirit, loving,
with an ark and a rainbow, loving,
with a walk through the sea on dry land, loving,
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with tablets written on stone, loving,
with a serpent lifted up in the wilderness, loving,
with a tabernacle and then a temple, loving,
with a prophet condemning injustice, loving,
with a vision offering hope, loving,
with your Chosen One, becoming one of us, loving,
you love your creation, your people from the beginning until the end,
so we join all the loved and loving saints of every time and place,
with all the hosts of heaven in singing the endless hymn of praise.

Sanctus     

Eucharistic Prayer 
Loving, 
the One who healed the child of a foreign woman, who touched a leper, who gave sight to a man born 
blind.
Loving, 
the One who walked extra miles, setting his face towards Jerusalem.
Loving, 
the One who gave his cheeks to those who pulled out the beard and his back to the smiters.
Loving, 
the One whose cloak went to a soldier drawing lots.
Loving, 
the One who forgave those who know not what they do.

Words of Institution 
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

At this table, all who ask, receive.  Love is the host and love, the food.  Love becomes the bread of life, 
the wine of salvation.  The eating and the drinking becomes love, Christ offered for us; our offering to 
Christ, our remembering, our re-awakening to all that Christ means for us.
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.

Come Holy Spirit, so Christ Jesus is revealed through this meal,
and in one another.
Make us one body, 
giving, forgiving, blessing beyond expectations,
opening ourselves to those we don’t understand, but that you love,
Come Holy Spirit, so Christ’s body is revealed in who we are and what we do
through Christ, with Christ and in Christ
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and praise are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  in our many languages

We say the Lord’s Prayer in our many languages
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen.
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Agnus Dei  

Communion
(Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast.  Communion is 

continuous.  Please come forward and gather around the altar.  Receive the bread in your hands.  Glutenfree 
wafers are available from the server.  Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, 

individual glasses. Please return to your seat after receiving communion.)

Communion Songs

Sending forth
Let us pray:
God whose law is love,
whose mercy is unending,
you have fed us even though we be undeserving.
Though foolish with the wisdom of the world, you have given us your word.
You have loved us.
This week, may your spirit overflow in us,
so we sing love, smile love, dance love, embrace love, spread love,
become love
through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Benediction    

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements
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