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The 3 basins and 3 pails from Maundy Thursday are left where they were the night before.  The basins will 
have the water from the foot washing in them.   Some of the pails might have some water left in them as well, 

but maybe they are empty.   We have three empty buckets.   We need some plastic glasses near the pouring 
area.

Welcome

Prelude Regine Kummer

Greeting based on Hebrews 10:16-25

Our bodies washed with pure water,
the One who has promised is faithful,
making covenant with us
writing laws on our minds and hearts,
remembering our sin no more.
We have confidence to enter the sanctuary 
by the new and living way,
by the great priest over the house of God, Jesus Christ,
who calls us to meet together,
to encourage one another,
to worship the Blessed Trinity,
one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Hymn    O sacred Head now wounded

Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Let us pray:
Poured out to death is your servant,
bearing the sins of many,
numbered with the transgressors,
polluted,
like many streams
carrying diseases,
bearing infirmities,
wounded by our transgressions
punished for our waste:
by this dying, merciful God,
may our perversions of justice be taken away,



these wounds heal us,
these bruises heal the rivers,
heal the wells,
heal the rains,
heal the sheep gone astray, so there is an end to bruises.
Poured out to death is your servant, Lord.
Out of his anguish may we see light,
through Jesus Christ.    Amen.

Introduction to the Reading of the Passion

Tonight is not only a night for hearing part of the central story of our faith, it is also a night for prayer. 
Our prayers will be accompanied by the sound of water dipped from one bucket into another.  Alongside 
remembering the sacrifice of Jesus, we remember the sacrifice of water.  One sacrifice is our salvation, 
the other is the base for life itself.

The reading of the Passion according to St. John

1:    After Jesus had spoken these words, 

2:  he went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, 
3:  which he and his disciples entered. 

1:  Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, 
2:  because Jesus often met there with his disciples. 
1:   So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers 
3:  together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, 
1:  and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 
2:   Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, "Whom are you 
looking for?" 
1 and 3:   They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." 

2:  Jesus replied, "I am he."

1:   Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.  
3:  When Jesus said to them, "I am he," 

they stepped back and fell to the ground. 
1:  staring halfway through 3 and overlapping  
               they stepped back and fell to the ground. 

2:  "Whom are you looking for?" 
1 and 3:  "Jesus of Nazareth."*

2:  "I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go."  This was to fulfill the word 
that he had spoken, "I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me." 

Call to prayer

P: In a disposable world with devices designed to go derelict,
in a world of disposable people, when an executive can suddenly close a plant, profiting her bonus while 
the workers lose their jobs,
in a world which still keeps throwing cigarette butts on the streets (and eventually into the water) and beer 
cans into the lake as if it didn’t matter,
how do we hear the promise of Jesus that nothing of his will be lost?  

3 brings the central bucket and puts it down.   This one is empty.
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P:  Not lost, 
no child, 
no senile old woman, 
no man without a job, 
no sick person given to Jesus will be lost.

1 brings one of the buckets with water in it and places it near the empty bucket.

P:  Not lost—no cloud, no spring, no drop of water.

2 brings another of the buckets with water and places it near the empty bucket.   We now have one empty 
bucket and two buckets with water.   3 takes a glass and takes some water and pours it from rather high 
up.

2:   It takes about 140 liters of water to produce a cup of coffee.

P:  We pray this night for all that is treated as lost, disposable, of no account.   For those people. who keep 
getting shoved off the boat.

This is the first of 4 times that you will be invited to come with your prayers and take a cup of water, and 
pour it into the buckets in the middle.  Then you might step back so others can come, but still stand for a 
moment or even kneel to pray, then return to your seat.   You may also pray at your seat, or support others 
in the prayer by singing.   

Who or what is lost that summons your concern.
Who or what is treated as lost by our world asking for our prayers.   

Hymn while we pray 

P:   Your servant poured himself out to death.
We held him of no account.   He was despised.
The lights are lowered just a little and a candle is placed in the first bucket and lit.   

1:  Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, 
3:  drew it, 
1:  struck the high priest's slave, 
3:  and cut off his right ear. 

1:  The slave's name was Malchus. 
2: "Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?"
Am I not to drink the cup?
musical phrase

Am I not to drink?
musical phrase

To drink?
musical phrase

Drink?
musical phrase

1:  So the soldiers, their officers, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus 
3:  and bound him. 
1:  First they took him to Annas, 
3:  who was the father-in- law of Caiaphas, 
1:  the high priest that year. 
3:  Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for 
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the people.

1:   Simon Peter 
3:  and another disciple 
1:  followed Jesus. 
3:  Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the 
high priest, 
1:  but Peter was standing outside at the gate. 
3:  So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who 
guarded the gate, and brought Peter in.  The woman said to Peter, "You are not also one of this 
man's disciples, are you?" 

2 brings another empty bucket and places it.   2 takes a cup of water and pours it.
2:  It takes about 10 liters of water to produce a sheet of paper.

Call to Prayer
P:  You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?
dangerous question,
imposing question,
are you?
Could you be?

Are you a disciple?   This question asks about our identity.  What is most important to us about 
who we are?  In what ways does Christ Jesus impact what we think about ourselves?

Here in Geneva, how do you answer the question?   Are you a disciple?
We know Peter’s answer already, so we pray, for courage when we are called upon to answer.
We pray giving thanks for those whose example encourages us.
We pray for all those in our questioning times who struggle to find faith.

What in your soul is poured out this night?  Come and pray

Hymn while we pray    In the hour of trial

P:   Your servant poured himself out to death.
He had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
The lights are lowered just a little and a candle is placed in the bucket and lit.   

1: You are not also one of this man's disciples, are you?" 
3:  Peter said, "I am not." 
1:   Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were 
standing around it and warming themselves. 
3:  Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.

1: Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. 
2:   Jesus answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues 
and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret.  Why do you 
ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said." 

3:  When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is 
that how you answer the high priest?" 

2 brings another bucket and pours water into it.    
2:  It takes one hen and about 200 liters of water to produce an egg.

Prayer
P:  Let us pray:
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Is that how we answer you God?
striking out at you for what we dislike in ourselves?
slapping others down when what is wrong remains inside?

Is that how we answer you, God,
or might you give us the means to leave the anger and the violence aside,
to put swords away,
and hatred, fear?

Is that how we answer you, God, or do you give us the heart which says to your will, Yes?   Amen.

P:   Your servant poured himself out to death.
He was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities, upon him was the punishment that 
made us whole. 
The lights are lowered just a little and a candle is placed in the bucket and lit.   

2:  "If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you 
strike me?" 
1:  Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

3:  Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. 
1:  They asked him, "You are not also one of his disciples, are you?" 
3:  He denied it and said, "I am not." 
1:  One of the slaves of the high priest, 
3:  a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, 
1:  "Did I not see you in the garden with him?" 
3:  Again Peter denied it, 

2:   and at that moment the cock crowed.

we have a phrase of Ah Holy Jesus

1:  Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. 
3:   It was early in the morning. 
1:  They themselves did not enter the headquarters, 
3:  so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. 
1:  So Pilate went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring against this man?" 
3:   They answered, "If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to 
you." 
1:  "Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law." 
3:  The Jews replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone to death." 
2:   (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
1:  Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him,  "Are you the 
King of the Jews?" 
2:  , "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?" 
1:  "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. 
What have you done?" 

2 brings another bucket and pours water into it.    
2:  The average inhabitant of Geneva uses 50 liters of hot water every day.

Call to Prayer
What have you done?
The question posed to the Innocent,
innocence poses back to us.
What have you done?

This question from Pilate gives us space to reflect upon what we do, where our energy goes, what 
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happens with our finances or lack of them, how we express what is important to us.   It can be a question 
as small as asking how much we have done to save water and energy, or as large as our vocation as 
Christians.  The question need not evoke guilt—guilt usually just leads to more guilt.  But rather we are 
offered space to evaluate, to probe deeper concerning our commitment to Jesus and those Jesus loves. 
The question pushes us beyond ourselves to our response to those left behind, those thirsty, those lost in a 
world of too many choices and not enough options.   It asks where have you shown Christ’s love.    What 
have you done?

Maybe you want to give thanks for something that you are involved with that gives your life meaning. 
Maybe Jesus provokes a new direction for you.   Maybe the response is a muddle, what am I doing?   
What have you done?   Come and pray, and while you hear the water poured into the bucket listen for the 
answer of Jesus.

Song during prayer   

P:   Your servant poured himself out to death.
He shall find satisfaction through his knowledge
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous
and he shall bear their iniquities.
The lights are lowered just a little and a candle is placed in the bucket and lit.   

2:   "My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers 
would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is 
not from here." 
1:   Pilate asked him, "So you are a king?" 
2:  "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to 
the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." 
1:  "What is truth?" 

2 brings another bucket and pours water into it.    
2:  A cotton shirt takes 2700 liters of water to produce

P:   Let us pray
Truth, telling truth,
not just the truth of percentages, probabilities and polls,
not just the accumulation of knowledge,
truth, telling truth,
not with a knowing wink,
but probing against all deception,
truth, telling truth,
find in us the love of truth,
and the truth of love,
through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

P:   Your servant poured himself out to death.
Who has believed what we have heard?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
The lights are lowered just a little and a candle is placed in the bucket and lit.   

1:  After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, "I find no case against 
him. But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to 
release for you the King of the Jews?" 
3:  They shouted in reply, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" 
2:   Now Barabbas was a bandit.

1:  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 
3:  And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns 
1:  and put it on his head, 
3:  and they dressed him in a purple robe. 
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1:   They kept coming up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 
3:   and striking him on the face. 
1:   Pilate went out again and said to them, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know 
that I find no case against him." 

2:   So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. 
1:    “Here is the man!" 
3:   When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" 
1:   "Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him." 

2 brings another bucket and pours water into it.    
2:  The US has the largest water footprint per capita in the world.  About 20 percent of this comes from 
outside the US in the goods it imports.   The largest external water footprint in the US lies in the Yangtze 
river basin in China. 

Call to Prayer
P:   There is no case.   Many in our world are locked up, or worse, and the case against them is only that 
the current political leader was displeased, or a population panicked.   In too many parts of the world 
journalists are killed, and no case is investigated, much less tried.   In too many parts of the world women 
are raped for the purposes of war.   Impunity holds firm.    People’s lives are poured out and there is no 
case.

Come and pray for those stored in prison, for those facing persecution, for those judged unfairly, for 
judicial systems controlled by corruption, for families waiting, hoping, their tears poured out in fear.

Song while we are praying    

P:   Your servant poured himself out to death.
By a perversion of justice he was taken away.   Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living.

The lights are lowered just a little and a candle is placed in the bucket and lit.   

3:  The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because 
he has claimed to be the Son of God."
1:  Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9 He entered his headquarters 
again and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" 
2:   But Jesus gave him no answer. 

2 brings another bucket and pours water into it.    
2: It takes over 1000 liters of water to produce 250 grams of butter.

Prayer
P:   Let us pray
Where are you from, God?
are you some old man in the sky with beard?
some spooky light emanating from a star
with synthesizer strings announcing your presence?
Where are you from, God?
Will you give us no answer?
Silent in the face of our queries, 
wordless seeing our need?
Of course you always were and are and will be
present everywhere, every time,
but like a child wondering,
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we cannot help asking, Where are you from?

P:   Your servant poured himself out to death.
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth.
The lights are lowered just a little and a candle is placed in the bucket and lit.   

1: "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power 
to crucify you?" 
2:  "You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the 
one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin." 
1: From then on Pilate tried to release him, 
3:   but the Jews cried out, "If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone 
who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor."

1:  When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge's bench at a 
place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 
3:  Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. 
1:   Pilate said to the Jews, "Here is your King!" 
3:   They cried out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!" 
1:  "Shall I crucify your King?" 

2 brings another bucket and pours water into it.    
2: It takes almost 4000 liters of water to produce a kilogram of chicken.

Prayer
Crucifixions?
no, we no longer do bloody crucifixions, God,
but still love is executed,
with the maximum amount of pain.
Take from our world, the bent for sinning
which puts to death that with which it disagrees.
Turn us to a love 
executed with kindly hands for those in need,
through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

P:   Your servant poured himself out to death.
by his bruises we are healed.
The lights are lowered just a little and a candle is placed in the bucket and lit.   

3:  The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the emperor." 
1:  Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.
3:   over top of 1 but starting later Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.
1 to be crucified.

3:  So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place 
of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 

2: Now we have the full cross shape.
2: It takes over 15,000 liters of water to produce a kilogram of beef.

Call to prayer
In the Gospel of John there is no Simeon of Cyrene.   The text simply says, “and carrying the 
cross by himself.”   
But tonight we will need help with the cross.  Some of the buckets need two persons so as not to 
spill the water.   So we need some volunteers.   The readers will lead you to the place outside 
the gate where we will stop.   The rest of us will follow.   

While we go we pray and sing.

Song    
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3:   There they crucified him, 
1:  and with him two others, 
3:  one on either side, with Jesus between them. 
1:   Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. 
3:   It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." 
1:   Many of the Jews read this inscription, 
3:   because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; 
1:   and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 
3:   Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 
'This man said, I am King of the Jews.'"
1:   Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written."
3:  When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, 
one for each soldier. 
1:  They also took his tunic; 
3:   now the tunic was seamless, 
1:  woven in one piece from the top. 
3:  So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it." 
2:   This was to fulfill what the scripture says,  "They divided my clothes among themselves, 
and for my clothing they cast lots."  
3:  And that is what the soldiers did.  
1:  Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
2:  When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to 
his mother, "Woman, here is your son."  Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." 1: 
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
2:  After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 
scripture), "I am thirsty." 

3:  A jar full of sour wine was standing there. 
1:  So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 
2:  When Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It is finished." 
3:   Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Silence.

P:  Behold the cross, on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.    
Behold the cross, on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.   
Behold the cross, on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.   

While the choir sings, you may come and stand near the cross and pray.

If the candles have not already blown out, the readers do this and take the candles out of the buckets   This 
can happen while people come to pray.   The candles are put in a basket

Anthem    choir

3:  Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the 
sabbath, 
1:  especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. 
3:  So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 
1:  Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with 
him. 
3:   But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 
1: Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, 
3:  and at once blood and water came out. 

The readers one after the other tip over the buckets so that the water runs onto the pavement.
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3:   (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows* that 
he tells the truth.)
1:   These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None of his bones shall be broken.’
3:  And again another passage of scripture says, ‘They will look on the one whom they have pierced.’ 

Invitation to Prayer
P:  You are invited to process down to the vaulted cave. When we have assembled there, we make space 
for the cross to be laid in the tomb.   While we go we sing. 

Hymn   Before your cross

The people shift songs as they gather in the cave to Were you there.

When most of the people have got into the cave.   We carefully bring the buckets into place on the steps. 
I think the steps are wide enough for the cross beams, but I think so.   We start by placing the bottom 
bucket first, and then going up and then the cross beams.   Maybe they light one candle at the top of the 
cross and one at the bottom.

One of these readers is at the cross, the other is at the top of the stairs.
3:  After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of 
his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so 
he came and removed his body.  

1:  Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
weighing about a hundred pounds. 
3:  They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial 
custom of the Jews. 
1:  Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb 
in which no one had ever been laid. 
3:  And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

We sing Were you there when they laid him in the tomb 
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