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We have the decorations on the table, and the daily candles, but maybe not the 4 big ones.   We start with the tree 
lights on, and all the lights of the church.   As we light more candles, we reduce the electric lighting.   So there is an 
inverse relationship between candles and room lighting. 
 
Welcome  

 
Prelude   In dulce jubilo by Marcel Dupré Terry MacArthur   
 
Greeting 
A person comes with the Advent 1 candle.  It is already lit. 
Candle bearer says this in front of the pulpit. 
 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 
 
The candle bearer goes around the altar with the candle.   Upon returning reaches with one hand to touch the 
blanket and the sweater, maybe holds the cap up for the people.   Then the candle is put in its place.   We put music 
under this. 
 
Pastor: a gesture for the people to rise 

God with us, 
light in the darkness, 
shining us awake, 
intertwining us as branches of the true vine, 
blossoming hope in unusual places, 
blanketing the world with love, 
God with us, 
held in a father’s arms, 
quieted by a mother’s song, 
wreathed with expectant promise, 
and for a moment, all is calm, all is bright, 
round yon virgin, mother and child, 
holy infant, 
Emmanuel. 
With shepherds and angels we draw near, 
to cradle God,  
who is here, with us,  
now and forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn    Baloo Lammy 
We sing this softly.   Koko leads in with the recorder 
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This is probably a 16th century Scottish translation of Vom Himmel Hoch by Martin Luther.  Bairn is Gaelic for 
child.   Kine is cattle.  Baboo Lammay mean Sleep little Lamb. 
 
Call to Prayer 

Sleep little lamb. 
But what kind of sleep for the Lamb, who takes away the sin of the world? 
What kind of light penetrates our jealousies, our angers, our needs, our fears? 
Can the flame of a candle pierce the heart of sin? 
So we pray. 
 

Silence 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 Let us pray 

God entering our world, God entering our lives, 
when we grow accustomed to the games of the night, 
loving darkness rather than light, 
serving death rather the life, 
forgive us. 
When love burns out,  
blown down with despair, 
extinguished by fear, 
cold with greed, 
forgive us. 
When we resist the dreams where angels sing 
or the peace that the Child will bring, 
forgive us. 
 
When will we be light? 
When will we bend towards you, 
and know you are leaning over us 
like a mother peering into a manger in a cow shed? 
 
Cast out our sin  
be born to us 
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enter in, 
abide with us, 
descend to us, we pray 
this day, Emmanuel.    Amen. 
 

Kyrie eleison 
 
Words of Assurance Titus 2:11-14 
Reader 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify 
for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 
Pastor 
Christ Jesus gave himself for us that he might redeem us.  This is a night of grace appearing, 
bringing salvation to you, to me.  Your sins, my sins are forgiven.  Amen. 

 
Song    The Chirst child Bernice Dörig 

Words and music by Peter Cornelius 
 

Prayer of the day 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
While the reading is read, The Advent 1 candle lighter lights the first set of candles. 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  
 

Sung Response 
 

The first daily candle is lit. 
 
The reader waits for the candle to be lit before continuing. 
 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- on them light has shined.  

 
Sung Response 

The second daily candle is lit. 
 
The reader waits for the candle to be lit before continuing. 
 
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of 
the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a 
child has been born for us,  
 

Sung Response 
The third daily candle is lit. 
 
The reader waits for the candle to be lit before continuing. 
a son given to us;  
 

Sung Response 
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The fourth daily candle is lit. 
The reader waits for the candle to be lit before continuing. 
authority rests upon his shoulders;  
 

Sung Response 
The fifth daily candle is lit. 
The reader waits for the candle to be lit before continuing. 
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 

Sung Response 
 
The sixth daily candle is lit. 
The reader waits for the candle to be lit before continuing. 
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 
and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The second Advent candle is brought in from the back.  We put some music under the movement.   The candle 
bearer takes the candle first to the speaking place.   Then goes around the altar, by the coffee, by the branches and 
then lifts one of the poinsettias and shows the people, then returns to the speaking place, lifts high the candle.   
This needs to be done with some grace. 
Candle bearer: 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom. 

 
 Then the candle is put in its place.     We take one set of lights out from the balcony.  
During the Psalm the second candle lighter lights the daily candle. 
 
Psalm 96  choir 

Psalm setting by Itonde Kohoma 
Worship the Lord in holy splendor;  

Sung Response 

 
 

all the earth.  
 
Worship the Lord in holy splendor;  

Sung Response  tremble before God,  
all the earth.  
 
lighting the 7th daily candle 
 
O sing to the Lord a new song;  
sing to the Lord, all the earth!  
Sing to the Lord, bless God's name;  
proclaim God's salvation from day to day.  
Declare the Lord's glory among the nations,  
the Lord's marvelous works among all the peoples!  
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For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised,  
to be feared above all gods.  
For all the gods of the peoples are idols;  
but the Lord made the heavens.  
Honor and majesty are before the Lord  
In whose sanctuary are strength and beauty.  
 
Worship the Lord in holy splendor;  

Sung Response  tremble before God,  
all the earth.  
lighting the 8th daily candle 
 
Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,  
Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!  
 
Worship the Lord in holy splendor;  

Sung Response  tremble before God,  
all the earth.  
lighting the 9th daily candle 
 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name!  
Bring an offering, and come into the courts of the Lord.  
 
Worship the Lord in holy splendor;  

Sung Response  tremble before God,  
all the earth.  
lighting the 10th daily candle 
 
Say among the nations, "The Lord reigns!  
The Lord has established the world, it shall never be moved.  
The Lord will judge the peoples with equity."  
Let the heavens be glad,  
and let the earth rejoice;  
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  
let the field exult, and everything in it!  
Then shall all the trees of the wood sing for joy before the Lord,  
who comes to judge the earth.  
 
Worship the Lord in holy splendor;  

Sung Response  tremble before God,  
all the earth.  
lighting the 11th daily candle 
 
The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the people with his truth.  
 
Worship the Lord in holy splendor;  

Sung Response  tremble before God,  
all the earth.  
lighting the 12th daily candle 

 
Call to Prayer  
 

This evening many have brought unlit candles to share.  Or you received one when you arrived.   
Our congregation has been lighting candles counting down to Christmas.   We have been praying.  
Later in the service we will pass the candles around.   But before that, surround the candles with our 
prayers.   The Psalm calls us to worship.  You are invited to pray that whoever first lights this 
candle, will see the presence of Christ in its light and be drawn to worship God.   You may pray, 
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“Christ reveal yourself with the light of this candle.”   Or you may pray your own prayer in your 
own language. 
 
Let us pray 
 

Silence 
 

The Third Advent candle Candle bearer says from the balcony loudly: 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
During the Alleluia the candle bearer brings the candle to the altar 
 

Alleluia      
 
 
When the Alleluia is finished, while the people are standing the candle bearer presents the candle in front of the 
pulpit, then goes to the branches.   Takes with one hand some of the branches and presents them to the people.  Then 
repeats the phrase 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 
The candle bearer puts the candle in place.      We shut off one of the downstairs lights, (maybe the star ones) 

 
Gospel reading with carols Luke 2:1-20 
Tonight we are seated for the first part of the Gospel 

The Gospel according to Luke chapter 2. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  
 

Carol  O little town of Bethlehem 
1. O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
2. For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God, the King, 
And peace to men on earth. 
 
3. How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous Gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
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But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 

Pastor:   The last verse is a prayer.  The music director will sing line by line so you can easily repeat the 
words.  I invite you to put down your bulletin and hold your candle.   Pray that whenever it is lit, Christ 
Jesus will abide with those in its light.    
 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sins and enter in, 
Be born to us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell: 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel! 

 
Reader: 

[Joseph] went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,  
 
Away in the manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head, 
the stars in the heavens looked down where he lay 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes 
I love you Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
 
because there was no place for them in the inn.  
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  
 

Carol      
 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified.  But the angel said to them,  
 
The candle lighter lights the 13th daily candle and goes up into the pulpit.   While this is happening we put the 
melody of Vom Himmel Hoch. 
 

Angel with candle in the pulpit: 
‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’  
 

Reader: 
And suddenly  
The candle lighter comes quickly down to light the 14th daily candle.   We start just with a couple of people 
clapping in the choir.   and when the candle is lit, we sing very quietly 

 
Sung Response 

there was with the angel  
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the 15th daily candle is lit. 
Then Terry signals a few more of the congregation to start clapping.   When the candle is lit we sing. 

Sung Response 
 
 
a multitude of the heavenly host,  
the 16th daily candle is lit. 

Sung Response 
 
praising God  
the 17th daily candle is lit. 
Now we have ¾ of the congregation clapping.   When the candle is lit we sing. 

Sung Response 
 
 
and saying,  
the 18th daily candle is lit. 
Now we have all the congregation clapping.    When the candle is lit we continue. 

Sung Response 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,  
 

Shepherd:    from the back with the 4th Advent Candle 
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’  
 
The Shepherd brings the candle to the altar, lifts it up and presents it in front of the pulpit.    
 

Reader: 
So they went with haste.  
 
The Shepherd takes the candle all the way around the altar (it’s a little distance to Bethlehem) until arriving on 
the start of the second tour to the coffee.   We put some music under this.  The Shepherd lifts up some coffee 
 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
 
The Shepherd put the candle in its place.     Now we turn off some more lights.   We print the words in bigger 
print than normal. 
 
Now we stand. 

Carol    Angels we have heard on high 
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and [the shepherds] found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 
 

Carol    Joy to the World 
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Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon   Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson 
 
Hymn  It came upon a midnight clear 
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We turn off the balcony lights almost completely.   It would be nice to have a strong image of the candles on the altar 
and not much else for the next parts. 
 
Prayers of Intercession and Passing the Peace 

Oh that the whole world would echo the song the angels sing, and see the light, which Jesus Christ 
brings into our world.  
Our prayers this night will have some movement, trading candles, sharing the peace of Christ, then 
again moments of quiet, adding prayer to prayer, so the candle is full of our dreams, our wishes, our 
concerns.  You don’t need to return to your seat, but just pray where you are standing.   When you 
trade candles, you might say the Peace of Christ. 
 
You are invited now to trade your candle with someone else near you and offer them Christ’s peace. 
 
A moment for this to happen. 
bell 
 
With this candle I invite you to pray for the people and churches of Ghana and Nigeria, the 
countries for whom we pray this week in the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle.  Pray for an end to violence 
and corruption.   Pray for peace and well-being. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Now you are invited to move to share the peace and candles with others, maybe several others.  
When you hear the bell, stop where you are to pray.    
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Join me in praying for those who are ill, grieving, facing bad news or difficult situations.   You might 
say the names of those for whom you pray silently or aloud. 
 
Silence  (this should be longer than normal) 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Now you might trade candles and Christ’s peace with others. 
 
Bell 
I invite you to pray for peace, peace among nations, peace among peoples, peace among religions, 
peace in our families, peace in the places from which we come, peace here in Geneva. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
This will be the last moment to share Christ’s peace and to trade candles. 
 
Bell 
I invite you to pray for children, for those lacking love, for children or youth who are scarred by war 
or hurt, for those growing up well, but needing good guidance, for those born in our congregation 
this year. 
 
Silence 
 
We light the final candle to complete the circle of light, the wreath of God’s love. 
 
The 19th candle is brought and lit, with a sentence prayer. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  in our many languages 
 
You are invited to stay where you are.   In a moment I will invite us to pray together the Lord’s 
Prayer.  But tonight, try to also listen to the languages of those around, the ways others pray our 
common prayer.   Tonight don’t worry if your language takes longer.   We will wait and listen for 
the Finns to get to the glory and the power, without rolling our eyes and saying, forever and ever.   
With a candle in our hands, listening as well as speaking so others can hear, we pray the prayer 
Jesus taught us  

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

You may now return to your seats.   We will receive our Christmas gifts for Jesus, the Christ. 
 

Gathering of Gifts       
 
Presentation of the gifts In the bleak midwinter   verse 4 
 



 13 

Prayer over the gifts 
God entering our world, God entering our lives, 
in giving you our heart,  
we give you also our strength, our weakness, 
our courage, our failure, 
our intellect, our hurt, 
our stamina, our brokenness, 
our will, our life. 
We give not some left-over, gift-wrapped trinket, 
but the best that we have to offer, 
our resources, our talent, our energy, 
so we know for sure that we have, indeed, given you our heart, 
because of your great love, 
becoming one of us, Emmanuel.   Amen. 
 

 Now all the lights should be off. 
 
Lighting the Christ candle 

All the candles around the table are signs of Advent waiting,  
a wreath of hope and promise.   
But this night we proclaim that in Christ Jesus, God is with us,  
as close to us as the pulse of our heart beating.    
 
So we light the candle, which points to the center of who we are as Christians.   
For unto us is born a child,  
a son is given,  
and his name shall be called wonderful counselor,  
mighty God, everlasting Father, the prince of peace.  
 
The Christ candle is lit and held before the people. 
 
This light is not contained, not content to burn on its own.    
It spreads itself so all can see.    
We become part of that body of light,  
that spirit of love,  
that warmth of mercy,  
which reaches out so others can also hear the angels sing.    
 
As we light the candles we need to be careful so we don’t burn anything or anyone.   We have tapers 
here if that helps light some of the bigger candles.    
 
But before we sing Silent Night, we pray one last prayer, giving thanks for the prayers of others, for 
the gift of God, for presence of Christ in our lives. 
 
Silence 
 
Silent night   You are invited to sing Silent Night in your own language. 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant so tender and mild. 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 
Silent night, holy night, Child of God, love’s pure light, 
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radiant beams from your holy face 
bring the dawn of redeeming grace; 

Jesus Christ at your birth, Jesus Christ as your birth. 
 
After the singing 
 
Benediction 
 
Terry will begin to play softly.   Maybe we wait for a moment to enjoy the light.   Then quietly and 
carefully extinguish your candle.   Take it home, and whenever you need a reminder of God’s love, 
light it and let it bless you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


