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We have the 3 of the 4 Advent Sunday Candles on the altar.   We have the decorations on the table except for the 
baby things.   We have the 26 candle holders with all but the pink candles in place.  But none of the candles are lit. 
 
Welcome  

 
Prelude    Regine Kummer   
 
Greeting 
At the end of the Prelude, a child comes in with the candle is already lit. He lifts it up and says 
 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel 
 
Then the three people with the baby things come behind the altar. 
Greeting 

 
A person comes with the baby blanket.   Lifts up the blanket for all to see and then places it in an arc on the altar.   
The arc has to be rather towards the center so that later we have room for the communion elements. 
Blanket person:  Some saints keep an enfant warm. 
We are set apart for the gospel of God. 
 
A person comes with the baby sweater.   Lifts up the sweater for all to see, then adds it to the blanket. 
Sweater person:   Some saints knit sweaters for babies. 
we are called to be saints. 

 
 
A person comes with the socks and hat.  Lifts them for all to see, then adds them to the blanket. 
Socks and hats person:   Some saints see in each child a sign of God’s presence. 
We are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

 
Pastor: through whom we have received grace and apostleship. 

We worship Emmanuel. 
God is with us, with grace and peace, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Hymn  

 
Call to prayer 

The world is now worried about gifts and festivities.  We Christians don’t need to be of the bah-
humbug variety.  But the reading appointed for this Sunday from Romans calls us to be saints.  
Saints, however, are not dour and joyless.   Au contraire, to be a saint is to be full of spirit, brimming 
with life, overflowing with grace and peace because of the gift of Jesus Christ.  So we pray. 
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Prayer of confession 
God of gifts and blessings, 
we get pressed by the anxious questions of these days: 
what shall we eat? 
What shall we wear? 
What shall we buy? 
What shall we bring? 
rather than 
what blanket of love will provide needed warmth? 
What socks will comfort the beautiful feet of those who bring the gospel of peace? 
What bright joyous sweaters will announce a new beginning? 
Forgive us for old dreams locked into the world as it is, 
rather than hearing angels proclaiming surprising possibilities, 
through Jesus Christ.   Amen. 

 
Kyrie eleison  
 
Words of acceptance   

Grace and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who forgives our sin and 
leads us to life.   Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise      
 
Prayer of the day 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray 
Sheltering Embrace, 
like a blanket holding in heat, 
like a sweater protecting from the cold, 
like a hat shading out the sun, 
like the cover keeping the pages together: 
bind together your word and your people, 
so the whole world finds itself cradled in your love, 
through Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-16 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah chapter 7. 
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah 
said: "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 

Reader:  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,  
candle lighter 1:   Shine forth     (lights candle 1)  
 
Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  
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R:  you who lead Joseph like a flock!  

candle lighter 2:   Shine forth    (lights candle 2)  
 
Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  

 
R:  You who are enthroned upon the cherubim,  

candle lighter 3:   Shine forth    (lights candle 3)  
Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  
 

R:   before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.  
Stir up your might, and come to save us!  
 
candle lighter 1: Restore us, O God;  (lights candle 4)  

 
Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  

 
candle lighter 2: let your face shine (lights candle 5)  

 
Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  

candle lighter 3: that we may be saved;  (lights candle 6)  
 
Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  
 

R:   O God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people's prayers?  
You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure.  
You make us the scorn of our neighbors;  
our enemies laugh among themselves.  
 

 
candle lighter 1: Restore us, O God of hosts;  (lights candle 7)  

 
Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  

 
candle lighter 2: let your face shine (lights candle 8)  

 
Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  
 

candle lighter 3: that we may be saved;  (lights candle 9)  
 

Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  
 
R:  But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,  
the one whom you made strong for yourself.  
Then we will never turn back from you;  
give us life, and we will call on your name.  
 

 
candle lighter 1: Restore us, O God of hosts;  (lights candle 10)  

 
Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  

 
candle lighter 2: let your face shine (lights candle 11)  
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Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  
 

candle lighter 3: that we may be saved;  (lights candle 12)  
 
Sung Refrain   Oh let your face upon us shine  
 
Candle lighter 1 then lights the second Advent candle 
 
Epistle Reading Romans 1:1-7 
 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans 
 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who 
was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through 
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the 
Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To 
all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Candle lighter 2 lights the 3rd Advent candle 
 
Alleluia      
 
Gospel Reading Matthew 1:18-25 

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 1. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel,’ which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with 
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 
Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Candle lighter 3 lights the 4th Advent candle. 
 
Alleluia    
 
Sermon   Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson    
 
Hymn   Joseph dearest, Joseph mine 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

In homes, here at church, by video, we as a community and beyond our community have been 
praying every day this past week.   We begin our prayers of intercession by bringing candles.  Could 
we have the six persons come and gather at the side of the altar.  Then with a word or sentence offer 
a prayer while you light the candle. 
 
We will need to help by having a taper available to get the light from the Advent candle.   Also to help place the 
candle correctly. 
 
 

Response    Advent Wreath part 4 
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Then the prayers continue. 

 
The Peace 

 
The peace of Christ be with you.     
And also with you.  

 
Gathering of Gifts      Mary’s magnificent magnificat choir 
Words and music by Andrew Donaldson 

 
Refrain:  My soul magnifies the Lord,  
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.  
 
God has looked with favor on the lowliness of this servant.  
Surely, surely from now on, all generations will call me blessed,  
for the Mighty one has done great things for me and holy is God's name.  
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God's mercy is for those who show reverence,  
from generation to generation.  
God has shown strength with a mighty arm,  
and scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
God has brought down the powerful from their thrones  
and lifted up the lowly.  
God has filled the hungry with good things,  
and sent the rich away, sent the rich away, sent the rich away empty.  
 
Refrain 
 
La la 
God has helped his servant Israel  
and remembered the promise to our ancestors, Sarah and Abraham  
and their descendents forever. 
 
Offertory hymn           
 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
Preface 

With a word you blanketed the universe with light, 
You surrounded the earth with a sweater of air to breathe. 
You created human beings in your image,  
naked and pure, 
in a garden providing all they would need. 
When sin entered the world, they clothed themselves 
becoming ashamed and afraid. 
You did not withhold your love, 
but made covenant with them, 
setting them free through the Red Sea, 
providing them the law  
to keep them from clawing at each other with power and greed, 
giving them your word, 
first spoken through your prophets, 
but then becoming flesh, one of us, 
a baby in swaddling clothes, not even a sweater, 
straw for warmth, not even a blanket, 
but filled with the glory of new life, 
the sign of your coming realm. 
So with the angel chorus, with saints of every kind and culture, 
with sisters and brothers around the world, we join the hymn of praise. 
 
 

Sanctus        
 
Eucharistic Prayer  

Blessed is the sign, 
which a young woman conceives and bears. 
Blessed are Joseph and Mary, offering love even in difficult straits, 
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Blessed is the coming one,  
 humbly born,  
 hunted by Herod,  
 heralded for all time.  
 

Words of Institution    
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Some bread, some wine, a blanket, a sweater: signs of love.   At this table signs of love become lights 
shining with God’s presence, for us, for our world.   With a blanket we remember Jesus, a baby 
rocked to sleep.  With a sweater, we imagine fragile Jesus kept warm.   But with the bread, we 
encounter not a baby but a body, Christ’s body, freely offered.   With the wine we are given the cup 
of salvation, Christ’s blood, poured out, 
love from the branch of Jesse,  
blossoming in the desert, 
awakened, nourished, sheltered in us. 
We proclaim the mystery of faith.   
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, like the breath of a mother calming her child. 
Come, Holy Spirit, like a covering around us, keeping us safe from fear. 
Come, Holy Spirit, like a word surprising us with life, 
showing us the presence of Christ Jesus, dwelling with us, 
dwelling in us, 
dwelling in those teaching us out of their need. 
Christ born in love 
Christ dying for love 
Christ coming again so love is over all,  
all glory and praise are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer  in our many languages 
 

We say the Lord’s Prayer in our many languages 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei                    
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Communion 
(Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast.  Communion is continuous.  
Please come forward and gather around the altar.  Receive the bread in your hands.  Glutenfree wafers are available 
from the server.  Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, individual glasses. Please return 

to your seat after receiving communion.) 
 
Songs during communion  
 
O come, o come Emmanuel      
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Sending forth 

Big dreams have come from a small baby, gracious God. 
As we go from here, 
may the dreams flourish  
until we find ourselves living the dreams of your realm, 
blanketing those around us, indeed the whole world, with your love, 
through Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

Benediction   
   
Introduction of Visitors and Announcements 

 
 
 
 


