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The bulletins sit in coffee grounds.   When people arrive they get a bulletin and a coffee bean.   If we can have a pot 
of coffee brewing in the sanctuary (hopefully without too much noise) that would also be nice. 

On the altar we have three Advent candles and the holders for the daily candles. 
We have a basket with the 19 daily candles. 

 
Welcome  

 
Prelude    Regine Kummer   
 
Greeting 
At the end of the Prelude, someone brings the first Advent candle to the altar and holds it up for the people 
to see for a moment.   Then she says. 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
 

This is what will be happening during the daily prayer. 
She puts the candle in its proper place on the altar.    
The Pastor gets himself a cup of coffee, smells it, takes a sip, then invites the people to rise. 
 

Wake up! 
The coffee is brewing. 
Wake up! 
The waters are rising. 
Wake up! 
Salvation is nearer than before. 
Wake up! 
The thief is at the door. 
Wake up! 
The day is at hand. 
Wake up! 
Greed soils the land. 
Wake up! 
The aroma of justice and peace. 
Wake up! 
The sound of captive’s release. 
Wake up! 
The bridegroom comes.  
Wake up! 
we gather round the dazzling light 
to praise the One  
who watches through the night, 
the saving Son,  
who gives himself to make us right, 
the awakening Spirit,  
who opens our eyes with re-born sight. 
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Hymn                         Wake, awake for night is flying 
 

 
 
Call to prayer 

We might call the first week of Advent, wake-up week.  A wake-up call is the current cliché about 
warning signs.  Politicians, scientists, those promoting a cause are often talking of wake-up calls.  
AIDS campaigners fight the drowsiness brought on by recent advances.    
 
A couple of times during this service you be asked to smell the coffee bean in your hand and then 
pray with it in your hand.  Later the bean will be placed on the altar to bear witness to your prayers. 
 
The Bible readings today issue dire warnings. 
 
With the coffee bean in your hand reflect about what wake-up calls disturb your sleep?   What fears, 
worries, disasters widen your eyes?    
 
A moment 
 
With the smell of the coffee, with what warnings is God loving you? 
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The Bible readings also call us to wake up to God’s salvation. 
 
Sometimes we are awakened because of some claim upon us,  
some kindness we must do, 
some vocation reaching towards us. 
Sometimes God wakes us up with a clear impulse of what God wants us to do,  
whether something simple or grand.   
Smell the coffee bean once more. 
To what task does God awaken you? 
 
Moment to smell the coffee and reflect 

 
Prayer of confession 

Let us pray: 
Watchful God, 
when in fear we toss and turn, 
awaken us to turn to your love, which tosses out fear. 
When our consumption consumes us, 
awaken us to your giving, which gives itself away. 
When we are lost in our own busyness 
awaken us to the business of your realm,  
which seeks the lost, and cares for the left behind. 
 
Forgive us for all that is not attentive to you and our neighbors 
Awaken us to your Beloved, Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

Kyrie eleison  
 
Words of acceptance   

Salvation is near to us,  
 so close we can put it on, like an armor of light. 

Christ Jesus, forgives our sins and makes us ready for the day 
when, together, we will walk in the way of justice and peace.   Amen. 
 

Explaining the story of the lighting of the daily Advent candles  Jeff Steinhagen 
 

The children are invited forward. 
 
As Jeff briefly tells this, he has a basket with 20 candles.   The children hand a candle at a time to someone who 
is putting them in the candle holders on the altar.   The children probably cannot reach the table, but they could 
hand them to the person.    Maybe at the end he has the children count the candles, including the four big Advent 
candles.   He might conclude asking them how many days before Christmas. 
 
Then Steve invites them to church school and Sunday play while the congregation sings. 

 
Hymn of Praise                      O come, O come Emmanuel   
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Prayer of the day 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house  
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,     
and shall be raised above the hills;  
all the nations shall stream to it.      
Many peoples shall come and say,  
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,     
to the house of the God of Jacob;  
that he may teach us his ways     
and that we may walk in his paths.’  
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,     
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.   
God shall judge between the nations,     
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;  
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,     
and their spears into pruning-hooks;  
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,     
neither shall they learn war any more.  
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Response to the Word 
 

Having just heard this vision of peace, I invite you to smell the coffee bean one more time.  What 
needs to awaken in you so you walk in the light of the Lord?   What needs to be awakened in our 
world so we learn war no more? 
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Smelling the coffee bean 

 
Epistle Reading  Romans 13:11-14  

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. 
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy.  Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Alleluia          Haleluya Bushi  

led by Masahiro Hayafuji 

 
 
 
Gospel Reading Matthew 24:36-44 

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 24. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
[Jesus said,] ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as 
in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one 
will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep 
awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

 
Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Alleluia    
 
Sermon   Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson    
 
Hymn    
 
Baptism of Hiromi Yano and welcome of new members 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
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On this World AIDS Day, we have much to celebrate.  Deaths due to AIDS are decreasing.  There 
is more access to life-saving drugs.   But with progress, the world’s attention goes elsewhere.  UN 
Aids released a report on Tuesday that infection rates among adolescents are on the rise.   Stigma, 
ignorance, poverty, discrimination still play their role in keeping young people at risk.    
 
As a community we are called to remain alert so that acceptance overcomes shame, careful 
education leads to the practice of safer sex, loving kindness heals grief. 
 
We begin the prayers of intercession this morning, remembering those who have died of AIDS, 
those who continue to live with HIV, those who keep alert to solutions. 

 
Silence 
 
 Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 
Later the coffee bean will be placed on the altar where it remind us to be awake.  So for one last 
time, take the coffee bean into your hand.   This morning, the first Sunday of Advent 2013, what 
prayers are being awakened in you? 

 
Silence 
 
 Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 
With the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle we pray for the countries, peoples and churches of Liberia and 
Sierra Leone. 

 
 Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for those who have their birthdays this week, 
and for those who celebrate their anniversaries. 
 

 Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for healing. 
We name those about whom we are concerned silently or aloud. 
 

 Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers of the congregation are invited. 
 
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, gracious God, 
trusting in your mercy and love, through Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 
This morning your prayers are invited in another way.  While we share the peace we have several 
baskets into which you can put the coffee bean, which has been hearing your prayers.  The beans 
will be collected and brought and placed on the altar, between the first and second Advent candles.   
However, maybe you have been awakened to a special prayer.  If so, while we pass the peace or 
during the gathering of gifts, you might bring the bean and place it on the altar yourself, in this way 
offering your prayer to God. 
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The peace of Christ be with you.     
And also with you.  

 
Gathering of Gifts                    Advent wreath choir 

Words and music by Terry MacArthur 
 

1. Eyes awake feet on the floor,  breath by breath, one day more  
keeping alert as the signs draw near,  
learning a love which casts out fear.  

 
2. Branch with branch woven around, green with green, gently bound,  

shaping a home in the dark for light, cradle new birth in the midst of night. 
  

3. Bud by bud desserts will flower. Song by song joy releases its power.  
Wholeness revealed for all to see, dance with the one who sets weary hearts free.  

 
4. Gift on gift, promise awaits, grace on grace, love creates,  

wrapping a dream to evoke delight, angels will sing when the time is right. 
 
Offertory hymn           
 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
Preface 

With a word you woke up the light 
setting stars dancing in the night sky. 
With a simple breath you woke up Adam and introduced him to Eve. 
With a rainbow you woke up Noah remembering your covenant with creation. 
With a voice from a burning bush, you woke up Moses, so he would set his people free. 
With the shaking of the temple, you woke up Isaiah so he could hand down to us the song of the 
cherubim and seraphim and we could join the angel’s hymn. 

 
Sanctus        
 
Eucharistic Prayer  

 
With an angel’s wing you awakened a young woman to your presence. 
With the name John, you opened the eyes of Zechariah. 
With a chorus on the hillside you awakened shepherds. 
With a cry from a cross you woke up humanity to the depths of your love. 
 

Words of Institution    
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Christ Jesus invites us to dine with him at his table where no one is left out or left behind.  We feast 
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on the bread of life and the cup of salvation.  With this food we are awakened to eternity, embodied 
in ordinary lives.  We proclaim the mystery of faith.   
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 
Come Holy Spirit, come. 
Reveal to us Christ Jesus,  
so we become one body gathered in his arms  
eating the food which offers life, 
 life beyond a series of yawns, 
 life filled with the energy which comes from your love, 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 
now and forever.    
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  in our many languages 
 

We say the Lord’s Prayer in our many languages 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei                    

 
 

 
Communion 
(Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast.  Communion is continuous.  
Please come forward and gather around the altar.  Receive the bread in your hands.  Glutenfree wafers are available 
from the server.  Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, individual glasses. Please return 

to your seat after receiving communion.) 
 
Songs during communion  
 
 

Down by the riverside 
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Sending forth 

God who neither slumbers nor sleeps, 
keep watch over us as we leave this place. 
Alert us to every opportunity to love as you love, 
giving us the strength to walk in the light of Jesus Christ 
awake, alive, free.   Amen. 
 

Benediction   
   
Introduction of Visitors and Announcements 

 
 
 
 


