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Welcome   

Prelude    La Folia by A. Coreli Benedict Prove, Violin

Greeting  

O’er the Babel sounds
fire,
wind,
Spirit

 Kirsteen sings in Gospel style, the phrase ‘and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing,’  from It 
Came upon a Midnight Clear, but maybe this time without the words.

For those beneath life’s crushing load,
fire,
wind,
Spirit

Same phrase but this time Kirsteen sings with the words.

For those confused, misled, torn, with painful steps and slow
fire,
wind,
Spirit 
so the whole world learns the song,
seeing the fire of light,
feeling the breezy wind of wings,
knowing the gift of the Spirit as the angels sing 
worshipping the Blessed Trinity,
one God, now and forever.   Amen.

Hymn   It Came upon the midnight clear
first verse   by Kirsteen
congregation comes in for the rest of the verses.

2.  Still through the cloven skies they come,
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats
O’er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains,



They bend on hovering wing,
And ever o'er its Babel sounds
The blessèd angels sing.

3. And ye, beneath life's crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way
With painful steps and slow,
Look now! for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing.
O rest beside the weary road,
And hear the angels sing!

4. For lo!, the days are hastening on,
By prophet seen of old,
When with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold
When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling,
And the whole world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.

Call to Confession   written by Greg Rakness

Actor 1 (non-native English speaker):  Communication sure is hard, even in church.  You know, here in this 
church we have services in German, Swedish, French, and English.  And here we are at the English-speaking 
service… wait a second, [name], is English even your mother tongue?
Actor 2 (native English speaker):  No, no, English is not my mother tongue.  I’m an American (or 
Canadian).  But I get by.
Actor 1:  And then, here we are dancing and singing all those songs in different languages!  I mean, really, 
does anybody here actually KNOW what “Oi Jumalan” means?  
Actor 2:  I love that song.  (Begins singing) “Oi jumalan karitsa…” I think it’s Finnish.
Actor 1:  Finnish?  Finished?  I haven’t even gotten started yet!  And then, you’ve got Pastor Stephen over 
there speaking with that thick, garbled, incomprehensible accent.  Where is he from, anyway?  Canada? 
Chicago?  Minnesota?  It’s amazing we can understand anything!

Pastor:  It’s amazing we can understand anything.   We need some angels to sing to us, so we pray:

Silence

Prayer of Confession
God of grace,
we easily get caught in many quagmires and confusions:
convinced of hurt when none was intended,
seeking revenge when forgiveness would heal,
turning the way the wind blows, 
rather than letting the wind of your Holy Spirit turn us.
Forgive us when we choose to misunderstand rather than clarify,
when we amplify our fears rather than search for truth,
when we become too proud to learn.
With the power of your Spirit, open us again to hear, see, engage, relate
until we discover new understanding,
and with new understanding, love,
through Jesus Christ.    Amen.
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Kyrie

Words of forgiveness
We have this promise.   Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.  The Spirit cleanses us 
from sin and washes us free to follow Christ Jesus, all the way to life--life eternal.  Sisters and brothers 
trust this good news.

Gloria    
The children may go to Church School and Sunday play.

Prayer of the day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Blow Wind of God,
so we utter living words of truth which all may hear,
the language all can understand when love speaks loud and clear,
till every language, age and race shall blend their creeds in one
and all together use their gifts to see your will be done
through Jesus Christ. Henry H. Tweedy

Amen.  

The Old Testament Reading Genesis 11:1-9

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words.  And as they migrated from the east, they 
came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, "Come, let us 
make bricks, and burn them thoroughly." And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar.  Then 
they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a 
name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth."  The LORD 
came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built.  And the LORD said, "Look, they are 
one people, and they have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing 
that they propose to do will now be impossible for them.  Come, let us go down, and confuse their 
language there, so that they will not understand one another's speech."   So the LORD scattered them 
abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city.    Therefore it was 
called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD 
scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.  

Response to the Word    written by Maarten Wilbers

Narrator: And  as  they  migrated  to  Meyrin,  they  came  upon  CERN.   And  the 
scientists there said to one another: ‘let us create a World Wide Web. Let us make a  
name for ourselves. Come, let us make thorough software and give mankind a single  
language for all to understand.’  But one of them, a really nerdy one with a scruffy 
beard, said,  ‘let us confuse their language’, and they released their software across 
the earth.

Grandmother:  ‘The other day, there was a mouse in my house. Imagine, it just sat  
there on my desktop!’

grandchild:  ‘Grandma, isn’t that where it is supposed to be?’

grandmother (confused, pauses for a moment):  ‘Anyway, let’s go for a drive!’ 
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grandchild:  ‘Not one of those old-fashioned ones with floppies and all that useless  
stuff I hope!’

grandmother (confused, pauses for a moment):  ‘No worries, but be careful, there  
might be some bugs out  there.   It’s summer after  all.   You think you can handle  
them?’

grandchild:  ‘I  bought  an  amazing  programme  and  cleaned  out  all  my  bugs.  
Anyway, if you have an Apple you don’t need to worry about viruses.’

grandmother (confused, pauses for a moment):  ‘That’s right, an apple a day keeps  
the doctor away!  But enough talk young man, let’s get on the road.  You and I, we  
are going to hit the shops and do some serious browsing!’

grandchild:  ‘Which browser do you normally use Grandma?’

grandmother (confused, pauses for a moment): ‘Well, we could also just go for a  
chat.  Just you and I, face-to-face, like in the good old days!’

grandchild: ‘You mean we want us to be friends?’

grandmother (confused, pauses for a moment):  ‘Maybe my memory is failing me  
… I thought we were family?  Let’s see, where is my little notebook?’

grandchild: ‘If your have memory problems, it usually means you just have to add  
some bites.  I can help you with that grandmother!’

grandmother: ‘So we have a deal!  Let’s leave now and grab a bite in town.  I’m  
hungry!’

grandchild: (totally confused ……..):  ‘I’m not sure if I understand you grandma,  
but I love you anyway!’

(BIG HUG)

Narrator:  ‘And from there, they went together to the restaurant.’

Response  Wa wa wa emimimo Agape 103

The Pentecost story Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in many other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability.
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Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the 
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, "What does this mean?"  But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new 
wine."  

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live 
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning.  No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams.  Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy.  And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and 
fire, and smoky mist.   The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of 
the Lord's great and glorious day.  Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'  

Alleluia   

The Gospel        John 14:8-17
The Gospel according to John chapter 14.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Philip said to [Jesus,] "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." Jesus said to him, "Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 
because of the works themselves.  Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works 
that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.  I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If in my name you ask me 
for anything, I will do it.  "If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, 
and he will be in you.  

Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia

Sermon   The Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson

Hymn   O Spirit of the living God
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Baptism of Amaya Monalene Hessbruegge and Elizabeth Dru Rakness
and welcome of new members

Prayers of Intercession

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you,
and also with you.

Gathering of Gifts  That day in Jerusalem choir
Words and music by Andrew Donaldson

That day in Jerusalem, 
men and women who saw Christ risen 

gathered together in one place. 
Suddenly a sound, like rushing of wind, 
fills the whole house where they pray! 

Flames like many tongues of fire 
move above them, divide and hover, 

finally descending on each one. 
Suddenly God's Spirit moves them to speak wonders in language unknown. 

Refrain:  I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh: 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy; 

your young shall see visions, see visions; your old shall dream dreams. 

"God's praise in our mother tongues?" 
pilgrims gather, exclaim in wonder: 
"These Galileans. filled with wine!" 

Peter then speaks with boldness newborn: 
"This day God fulfils the sign." 

Refrain
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This Jesus God raised up, and to this fact we are witnesses
this Jesus, at the right hand of God, who poured out the Spirit as promised: 

Refrain

Offertory hymn   Sile zibegerelna kulu

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface
Word, speaking light,
speaking stars and earth, day and night
speaking Adam and Eve and then speaking to them,
searching for them in the garden,
calling their names.
Word, confounding the words when pride would claim more than its sentence,
Word, pronouncing warning and hope through Joel,
Word becoming flesh and dwelling among us full of grace and truth,
you we thank for all your whispering, writing, proclaiming, naming, sighing, communicating to us your 
love.
So with Elizabeth and Amaya, with Peter and the ‘drunk’ apostles, with the angels and saints of every 
time and place, filled with your Spirit, we sing your hymn of praise.

Sanctus  Du är helig Agape 16

Eucharistic Prayer    
Word, touching a leper,
Word, healing a suffering woman,
Word, abiding with those who follow,
Word, sending an advocate,
Word, dying, and through dying, overcoming death,

Words of Institution
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

At this table Christ Jesus abides with us.  With bread and wine, Christ’s body and blood are revealed so 
we might be sustained in Christ’s love.  We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.   Christ will come again.

Come, Holy Spirit, make us one body as we eat and drink together. 
Come, Holy Spirit.
Breathe in us the gift of understanding.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Burn within us a fire to proclaim your good news.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Comfort us with the words of healing and hope.
Come, Holy Spirit.
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Blow over us the gentle breeze of peace.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
now and forever.   Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer  in our many languages

Agnus Dei     

Communion
(Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast.  Communion is 

continuous.  Please come forward, beginning with the center section, and form one circle around the altar. 
Receive the bread in your hands.  Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, 

individual glasses. Please return to your seat after receiving communion.)

Songs during communion  

I’m gonna sing when the Spirit says sing

Sending forth
Let us pray:
Wind over the water,
you have danced with us
enflamed our spirits,
breathed into us your energy:
send us forth to share your love,
through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Benediction     
 

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements
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