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The box is where it was from Maundy Thursday.   There is the jar of money (this is for people who bring 
their box this night.   They have a place to put the money.)   There are also the baskets of crosses and strips 
number 3.   We have to have a large cloth in place under the cross, which can become the burial cloth to go 
around the box, but also gather up the little crosses that people have laid on it. 

Welcome   

Prelude    Regine Kummer

Greeting  
It is finished
We have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens.

flute

Do not let your hearts be troubled.
We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses.

flute

Now the Son of man has been glorified and God has been glorified in him.
Let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, 
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Unto God be praise and glory
to the Father and the Son
To the eternal Spirit honor
now and evermore be done;
praise and glory in the highest,
while the timeless ages run.  Amen.

Hymn   Sing my tongue



Prayer
Let us pray:
Victim, yet victorious,
humbled, yet glorious,
bound, yet free,
in your passion, loving passionately,
draw us near 
so that which we had not been told we see,
and that which we had not heard we contemplate:

the wounds which heal,
the punishment which forgives,
the death which gives life,

your wounds, your punishment, your death, Christ Jesus,
our healing, our forgiveness, our life,
for this moment and for all time.   Amen.

Introduction to the service or readings and prayer

This night we enter into the story of the Passion of Christ according to the Gospel of John.  The early 
Christians used the words about the suffering servant in Isaiah as a way to understand what had happened. 
John goes further than the other gospels in his interpretation of events.  In the Gospel of John, the death of 
Jesus is also the glory of Jesus.  The final words, ‘It is finished,’ can also be translated.  “It is 
accomplished.”   When Christ is lifted up, we see the glory of God.   

Tonight you are invited to hear the story, to grapple with its meaning for your life, for our world.  At 
several points along the way, you will be invited to come and pray.  You may do this at your seat or you 
may come and pray around the cross.  Our feet, our knees, some simple pieces of paper can help us pray.  
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From our Lenten journey together we have some prayers that people wrote on the Third Sunday of Lent. 
We have the pieces from which we made a box of treasures, some in the form of a cross, one part having 
signs of what someone treasured, the other part having words from the Bible that are important.   Then we 
have a third strip, the covenant, holding the other two together.  The boxes also were prayed over and 
alms given.  This night we add our prayers to those who have prayed before us.

From  Isaiah 52:13-53:12
1:    A reading from Isaiah
See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high.   Just as there were 
many who were astonished at him--so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, and his 
form beyond that of mortals—so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of 
him;  for that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they had not heard they shall 
contemplate. 

 We take the big box and put it in the center during the brief music.
guitar

J:  It is finished
2:  What is truth?

1:  He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one 
from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account.
Surely he has borne our infirmities 
borne our infirmities

J:  I thirst

1:   Surely he has carried our diseases; 
carried our diseases;

The pastor reaches into the box and takes out some prayers, and prays them.

After two or three he says, Hear our prayer and we then sing.

1:  yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 

The box is now dissembled.   If we can we lay out the arms

guitar

1:  But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
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our transgressions
crushed for our iniquities; 
our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 

The pastor reads more prayers.   After two or three he says, Hear our prayer and we then sing.

1:   the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, Yet it was 
the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 

Now we lay out the long piece.   We have a shape of the cross with the third strip remaining a box in the 
middle.   This will no longer change until we prepare it to go down to the cave.

guitar

1:  When you make his life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper.

The pastor reads more prayers.  After two or three he says, Hear our prayer and we then sing.

1:  Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make many 
righteous, 
shall make many righteous, 

J:   Here is your mother

1:  and he shall bear their iniquities. 
bear their iniquities.

J:   Here is your son

1:  Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

J:   It is finished

guitar
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Hymn   O Sacred Head, now wounded 

The Passion according to St. John John 13: 21-30, 36-37, 18:1-19:42
Pastor:   Let us be attentive to St John telling the passion of Christ.

1:  Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, 
J:  Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.’

guitar

1:   22The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. 23One of his disciples—the 
one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; 24Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus 
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of whom he was speaking. 

guitar

1:  So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’ 

Invitation to prayer
P:   Who is it that will hurt us?
Who is it that will hurt the community of Christ?
Who is it that will hurt those we love?
Who is it that will cause us fear?
Who is it that will give up?

In times of struggle, the question, Who is it? comes easily.   
So we pray:

Do you know, God, 
who will turn and who will stay?
Do you see already, who will be faithful and who will give in?
Do you understand what causes some to turn away?

Sung Response  Lord, have mercy

What do you think?
What do you think of me, God?
Can I be trusted with your love?
Will I follow you?
Do you know?
Do I know?
Who is it, God, who will deny and betray?
Is it me?

Sung Response  Lord, have mercy

1:‘Lord, who is it?’
 J:  ‘It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.’* 
1:  So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot.* 27After he 
received the piece of bread,* Satan entered into him. 
J:  ‘Do quickly what you are going to do.’

1: 28Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29Some thought that, because Judas had the 
common purse, Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what we need for the festival’; or, that he should give 
something to the poor. 30So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.

We could have about 15 seconds of night music here on the guitar

1:  Simon Peter said to him, 
2:  ‘Lord, where are you going?’ 
J:  ‘Where I am going, you cannot follow me now; but you will follow afterwards.’ 
2:  ‘Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.’ 
J: ‘Will you lay down your life for me? Very truly, I tell you, before the cock crows, you will have denied 
me three times.
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Invitation to Prayer

Pastor:  Peter makes a promise, “I will lay down my life.”  But Jesus knows he will not keep it. 
Sometimes we also make promises that we end up not keeping.  The unfulfilled promises hover around 
us, invade our dreams, create moments of regret or even despair.  They become loose ends, which keep us 
off balance.  The cock crows often.    

You are invited to pray offering your broken promises to God.  Which ones keep hurting others?  Which 
ones keep wounding you?  Which ones have kept the community at loose ends?  

You are also invited to pray for groups, minorities, peoples, to whom promises have not been realized, 
whose future is at loose ends.

In our world with many broken promises, the hurts continue, trust disappears.  The cock crows often

You may pray at your seat.  Or while we sing, you may come and take one of the single strips from the 
basket, hold it while you pray for God’s reconciliation, God’s healing.  Then gently place the strip in the 
box in the center and return to your seat.

Songs during prayer     Moran ethra

1:   After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place 
where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered.  Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew 
the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples.  So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers 
together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and 
torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked 
them, 

J:  "Whom are you looking for?" 
1:   They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth."* 
J: "I am he."* 
1:  They stepped back and fell to the ground.   
J:   "Whom are you looking for?" 
1:   And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth."*
J:   "I told you that I am he.  So if you are looking for me, let these men go." 
1:  This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, "I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave 
me." 

1:   Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. 
The slave's name was Malchus. 
J:  "Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?"

Invitation to Prayer
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Sometimes we are surprised with the violence which wells up within us.   How often we resort to force 
and power as the solution.    When we feel threatened, or when those close to us are threatened we have 
learned to strike.  This night, Jesus tells us to put the sword away.   So we pray

Almighty God,
whose strength is made known in giving way,
whose power is demonstrated by love:
When violence wells up within us,
make us secure in you
so we can put our swords away,
and drink the cup with your Beloved,
Jesus Christ, through whom we pray.   Amen.

We have organ music maybe starting violent and then calming down.   But not long.  

1:  So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. 13 First they took 
him to Annas, who was the father-in- law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one 
who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people.

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he 
went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the 
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, 
and brought Peter in. 17 The woman said to Peter, 
2:  "You are not also one of this man's disciples, are you?" 
1:  He said, "I am not."  

guitar

1:  Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing 
around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.  Then the 
high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his 
teaching. 

J:  "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all 
the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I 
said to them; they know what I said." 

flute

1:   When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is that how 
you answer the high priest?" 
J:   "If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?" 

flute
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1:    Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, 
2:  "You are not also one of his disciples, are you?" 
1:  He denied it and said, "I am not." 

guitar

1:  One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, 
2:  "Did I not see you in the garden with him?" 
1:   Again Peter denied it, 

1:  and at that moment the cock crowed.

Invitation to Pray 
Pastor:  Peter is not alone.  It seems that the disciple telling the story did not make any noisy claims about 
following Jesus either.   

The denials can be a simple as the blush, which comes when someone asks us if we are Christian.  They 
can be the frustration, which gives up on love.  They can be as difficult as the sense that we are not doing 
what Christ would have us do with our lives.  What do you do which says you don’t know Jesus?  What 
don’t you do, which denies who Jesus is?   

The crosses carry someone else’s treasured words, someone else’s prayers.  You are invited to pray with 
the cross in your hand and then place it on the big cross, while we sing.
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Hymn  Ah, holy Jesus  

1:  Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters.* It was early in the morning. They 
themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the 
Passover.  So Pilate went out to them and said, 
2:  "What accusation do you bring against this man?" 
1:   They answered, "If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you." 
2:   "Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law." 
1:  The Jews replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone to death." (This was to fulfill what Jesus had 
said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.)   Then Pilate entered the headquarters* again, 
summoned Jesus, 
2:  "Are you the King of the Jews?" 
J:  "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?" 
2:   "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have 
you done?" 
J:   "My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be 
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." 
2:  "So you are a king?" 
J:  "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." 
2:   "What is truth?" (but said in a dismissive way)
1:  After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again 
2:  "I find no case against him.  But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do 
you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" 
1:   They shouted in reply, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a bandit.

1:  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.  And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head, and they dressed him in a purple robe.  They kept coming up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the 
Jews!" and striking him on the face. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, "Look, I am bringing him 
out to you to let you know that I find no case against him." 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" 

flute
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Call to prayer
What mocks Jesus in our time?  What crowns does he wear before us, that would give him pain?  What 
robe would we put on him that disguises his love?   What in you, what in our cultures needs to see Jesus. 
We pray that Jesus be released from the mockery, the false claims, the hurt done in his name.   We pray 
that the people who carry his name reclaim a faithful witness.   While we sing, take a cross and pray. 
Then place it on the larger cross.

Hymn   

1:  When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" 
2:   "Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him." 
1:  The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has 
claimed to be the Son of God."
Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9 He entered his headquarters* again and 
asked Jesus, 
2:  "Where are you from?" 
1:   But Jesus gave him no answer. 

2:   "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to 
crucify you?" 

J:  "You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who 
handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin." 

1: From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you release this man, you are no 
friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor."

Call to prayer
Pastor:   Jesus is not the only one falsely punished.  Prisoners in Guantanamo are on hunger strike.  Many 
of them are known to be innocent, but no country will take them, so they remain locked up, locked away. 
New arrests are made in Russia.  Dissidents are tracked in China.  Organized crime seems to act with 
impunity in Guatamala and in parts of Mexico.  We give thanks for Amnesty International that the list 
gets shorter.  Still we pray.  While we sing, take a cross, pray for those who cry out for freedom, then 
place the cross on the larger cross.

Song 

1:  When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat* on the judge's bench at a place 
called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of Preparation for the 
Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, 
2:  "Here is your King!" 
1: They cried out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!" 
2:  "Shall I crucify your King?" 
1”  The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the emperor." Then he handed him over to them to 
be crucified.
So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the 
Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 

1:  There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate 
also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." 
Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and 
it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not 
write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, I am King of the Jews.'"  Pilate answered, "What I have 
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written I have written." 

Hymn   

1:   When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for 
each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top.  So 
they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it." This was to fulfill 
what the scripture says,  "They divided my clothes among themselves,  and for my clothing they cast 
lots."  25 And that is what the soldiers did.

flute   the lights go dimmer

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
beside her, he said to his mother, 
J:  "Woman, here is your son."  
1:  Then he said to the disciple, 
J:  "Here is your mother." 
1:   And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), 
J:  "I am thirsty." 

flute   the lights go dimmer

1: A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop 
and held it to his mouth.  When Jesus had received the wine, he said, 

J:  "It is finished." 

flute   here the lights go almost out.

1:   Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Silence

Adoration of the cross
You are invited to come, to give thanks for what Christ has finished on our behalf, for what Christ has 
accomplished for all peoples.   In some traditions people touch the cross, to honor the gift given.  Whether 
you come or remain seated, remember the gift, the giver, the death, the victory.
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Guitar   this can be one of the longer pieces you mentioned, or improvised.   We will be in the dark at this 
point.  So we will need to get you a flashlight and someone hold it for you.

1: Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the 
sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the 
legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of 
the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that 
he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a 
spear, and at once blood and water came out. 35 (He who saw this has testified so that you also may 
believe. His testimony is true, and he knows* that he tells the truth.) 36 These things occurred so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled, "None of his bones shall be broken." 37 And again another passage of 
scripture says, "They will look on the one whom they have pierced."  

Anthem Cross of Christ choir

While the next bit is read, the cross is folded up and the cloth becomes a shroud.

1:  After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of 
his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so 
he came and removed his body. 39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40 They took the body of Jesus 
and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. 

P:   We go in procession down to the cave to await the burial of the cross.  

A: (RAIN)  Because of the rain, we go through the side door and down to the cave.  When we have 
assembled there, we will bring down the cross while we sing Were you there.   While we go we sing 
Senzenina interspersed with the Reproaches, the ancient hymn of Good Friday. 

B:  (NOT RAINING)  While we sing Senzenina interspersed with the Reproaches, the ancient hymn of 
Good Friday, we process down to the cave.   We go out the main entrance, through the Gemeinderaum 
and then down to the cave.  Those who have trouble with steps, can remain at the entrance on the street 
and hear and see from there. When we have assembled in the cave, we will bring down the cross while we 
sing Were you there.

The Reproaches 
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Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?
Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow 
which was brought upon me,
which the Lord inflicted on the day of his fierce anger.
O my people, O my church,
What have I done to you,
or in what have I offended you?
Answer me.
I led you forth from the land of Egypt
and delivered you by the waters of baptism,
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Senzenina

I led you through the desert forty years,
and fed you with manna:
I brought you through tribulation and penitence,
and gave you my body, the bread of heaven,
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Senzenina

What more could I have done for you that I have not done?
I planted you, my chosen and fairest vineyard,
I made you the branches of my vine;
but when I was thirsty, you gave me vinegar to drink
and pieced with a spear the side of your Savior,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Senzenina

I went before you in a pillar of cloud,
and you have led me to the judgement hall of Pilate.
I scourged your enemies and brought you to a land of freedom,
but you have scourged, mocked and beaten me.
I gave you the water of salvation from the rock,
but you have given me gall and left me to thirst,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Senzenina

I gave you a royal sceptre,
and bestowed the keys to the kingdom,
but you have given me a crown of thorns.
I raised you on high with great power,
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Senzenina

My peace I gave, which the world cannot give,
and washed your feet as a sing of my love,
but you draw the sword to strike in my name
and seek high places in my kingdom.
I offered you my body and blood,
but you scatter and deny and abandon me,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
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Senzenina

I sent the Spirit of truth to guide you,
and you close your hearts to the Counsellor.
I pray that all may be one in the Father and me
but you continue to quarrel and divide.
I call you to go and bring forth fruit,
but you cast lost for my clothing,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Senzenina

I grafted you into the tree of my chosen Israel,
and you turned on them with persecution and mass murder.
I made you joint heirs with them of my covenants
but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Senzenina
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I came to you as the least of your brothers and sisters; 
I was hungry and you gave me no food,
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not clothe me,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

We carry the box to the top of the stairway to the cave.   The people go in procession down through the 
Gemienderaum to the cave.   Those that cannot do stairs wait at the top of the stairs outside.

While we go we do the reproaches and Senzenina.

The guitar goes quickly down to the cave and improvises there while people gather.   Then when we have 
assembled.    We carefully bring the shroud with the box down the steps,   We sing Were you there, while 
this happens.   When the shroud is down, we stop.

1  Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in 
which no one had ever been laid.  And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was 
nearby, they laid Jesus there.

Then we put the shroud near the hole in the wall with candles and sing Were you there.
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