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The big box is open but not yet on its side.   Near this we have a large bowl into which the money is going to 
fall when the boxes are opened. We want this on the floor so we hear the coins.   We also need a large basket 
to collect the paper boxes when they are opened.  These are near the altar

We have in the middle space three chairs for footwashing, towels, bowls.

Welcome   

Prelude    Regine Kummer

Greeting
The pastor goes and reaches in to get a little box, opens it and pours the money inside into the large bowl 
and the strips from the box in the basket..

Love has called us here.
I love the LORD who has heard my voice and my supplications. 

The pastor reaches in and gets another box, opens it and pours the money inside into the large bowl.
We by love, for love were made.
What shall I return to the LORD for all God’s bounty to me? 

The pastor reaches in and gets another box, opens it and pours the money inside into the large bowl.
We come, with all our heart and mind, God’s call to hear, God’s love to find.
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, 

Love is a thanksgiving sacrifice, which sets us free,
in worship of the Blessed Trinity, 
one God, now and forever.   Amen.

Hymn

Call to confession

We come with self inflicted pains of broken trust and chosen wrong, half-free, half-bound by inner chains, 
by social forces swept along, by powers and systems close confined.

We come with guilt and dull despair.

We come knowing that even at our loving best, we do not love our neighbors as ourselves.  We do not 
love God with all that we are.
So we pray.

Silence



Prayer of Confession
You teach us love, God,
but we easily get distracted by our own needs.
We become anxious that in giving ourselves away we will lose,
that in serving we will be drained away.
Forgive us.

Sung response  Lord, have mercy

You show us love, God,
but we are far from the service you seek,
our towels are more often hanging on the racks, 
than washing another’s feet.
Forgive us.

Sung response  Lord, have mercy

You are love, God,
but we are attracted by other gods.
We so loved the world that we gave up your Son
to save ourselves.
Forgive us.

Sung response  Lord, have mercy

Words of Assurance

At this point the pastor and reader turns the box on its side and spill the little boxes near the front of the box.
In Christ God’s love spills over.  God sets us free to receive the Spirit’s liberty, Christ’s life to live, 
Christ’s joy to share.    In Christ, we are turned from guilt and dull despair to offer all that faith can do 
while love is making all things new.  In Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Individual Absolution

You are invited to come for individual absolution.  You kneel or stand at the altar.   When I come to you, 
say your name clearly.  Then I will lay our hands on your head and say your name, followed by “In 
obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins.”   You respond.   Amen. 
While some come others will sing.

Hymns    There’s a wideness in God’s mercy

There is a balm in Gilead

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Let us pray:
God of love, 
you make each person a treasure,
each child a gift,
you do not stop until you bathe each foot in the waters of your grace,
you do not rest until everyone feeds at your table,
transfigure us into love,
so all we do and say 
becomes part of your will, your way,
through Jesus Christ.   Amen.
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The First Lesson                 Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

The reader first goes and gets a little box and empties it in the jar, as the pastor did at the beginning.

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.   Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the 
tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household.  If a household is 
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 

This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and 
you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD.  For I will pass through the land of Egypt that 
night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all 
the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.   The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I 
strike the land of Egypt.  This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

Gospel Acclamation

The Gospel        John 13:1-17, 31b-35

A reading from the Gospel of John chapter 13
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and 
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  The devil had 
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 
going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.   Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
tied around him.   

The reader goes and pours water into the three bowls.

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You 
do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’   Peter said to him, ‘You will never 
wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, 
‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’  Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does 
not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’  For 
he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’  After he had washed 
their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have 
done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  

Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one 
who sent them.  If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am 
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I 
am going, you cannot come.”  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 

The reader goes and opens a little box, maybe two and pours the money into the jar.
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Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.’

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson

Foot washing
In the tradition of this congregation we wash each other’s feet on Maundy Thursday.  Come sit in the 
chair and someone will wash your feet.   Then you wait until the next person comes, and you wash their 
feet and return to your seat.  I will wash the first three people’s feet to start things.  

But the love of Christ is not contained within this community.  So as you come, take one of the little 
boxes out of the big box.  It is someone’s gift of love.  Carefully open it, and then put its contents in the 
large bowl.  The strips go in the basket for our use on Good Friday and Easter Eve.  As the contents drop 
into the jar, we hear our love for those whose names or faces we may not know, but whom are known to 
Christ.  We serve with warm water and a towel, but also with alms.   While you come we will sing.

Songs during footwashing

Apostles’ Creed

Prayer of Intercession

The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts   Drop slow tears choir
Words by Phineas Fletcher:  1582-1650.   

Drop, slow tears, and bathe those beauteous feet,
which brought from heaven the news and Prince of Peace.

Cease not, wet eyes, his mercies to entreat;
to cry for vengeance sin doth never cease.

In your deep floods drown all my faults and fears;
nor let his eye see sin, but through my tears.

Offertory hymn   

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface
With love, in live and by love
you made all that is.
When we lost love and ran after other gods,
you sent the foot washer, to show us again what love means,
how far it goes,
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on its knees,
to the cross.
So with the wet footed, and barefoot,
with those washed in the blood of the lamb,
with your servants of every time and place we sing your hymn of praise.

Sanctus  

Blessed is the one who comes in your name.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who gathers his friends for a meal.
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who washes their feet.
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who willingly gives up life, to gain life.

Words of Institution 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’  In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’  For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ within us, 
Christ with us, 
Christ before us, 
Christ behind us, 
Christ beside us,
Christ around us.
Christ in quiet,
Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love us,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.           adapted from St. Patrick’s breastplate
Christ teaching, healing, restoring, lifting up, suffering. 
Christ, dying, rising, coming again.

Come Holy Spirit,
shine your face upon your servants
so we see Christ revealed at this table, as one who serves,
feeding us so we can serve each other in serving the distressed, the wasted, the grieving, the sorrowful, 
the sighing, all those Christ loves.
Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours,
now and forever.   
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  in our many languages

Agnus Dei    

Communion
(Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast.  Communion is 

continuous.  Please come forward, beginning with the center section, and form one circle around the altar. 
Receive the bread in your hands.  Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, 

individual glasses. Please return to your seat after receiving communion.)
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Songs during communion    

Prayer after communion
Let us pray:
You have fed us and washed us, God.
Send us forth as food for the hungry
and as servants of those who need love,
through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Stripping of the Altar
We take everything into the sacristy.   We also turn down the lights.  

We sing this more and more softly, while Vinita reads.  She reads into the microphone.  She only does as  
much of the Psalm as is necessary, although she should finish a section of it.   

Psalm 22
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
   Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer;
   and by night, but find no rest. 

3 Yet you are holy,
   enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4 In you our ancestors trusted;
   they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried, and were saved;
   in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 

6 But I am a worm, and not human;
   scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock at me;
   they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
8 ‘Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver—
   let him rescue the one in whom he delights!’ 

9 Yet it was you who took me from the womb;
   you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
10 On you I was cast from my birth,
   and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
11 Do not be far from me,
   for trouble is near
   and there is no one to help. 

12 Many bulls encircle me,
   strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
13 they open wide their mouths at me,
   like a ravening and roaring lion. 

14 I am poured out like water,
   and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax;
   it is melted within my breast; 
15 my mouth* is dried up like a potsherd,
   and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
   you lay me in the dust of death. 
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16 For dogs are all around me;
   a company of evildoers encircles me.
My hands and feet have shrivelled;* 
17 I can count all my bones.
They stare and gloat over me; 
18 they divide my clothes among themselves,
   and for my clothing they cast lots. 

19 But you, O Lord, do not be far away!
   O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
20 Deliver my soul from the sword,
   my life* from the power of the dog! 
21   Save me from the mouth of the lion! 

From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued* me. 
22 I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;*

   in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
23 You who fear the Lord, praise him!
   All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;
   stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
24 For he did not despise or abhor
   the affliction of the afflicted;
he did not hide his face from me,*

   but heard when I* cried to him. 

25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
   my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
26 The poor* shall eat and be satisfied;
   those who seek him shall praise the Lord.
   May your hearts live for ever! 

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember
   and turn to the Lord;
and all the families of the nations
   shall worship before him.* 
28 For dominion belongs to the Lord,
   and he rules over the nations. 

29 To him,* indeed, shall all who sleep in* the earth bow down;
   before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
   and I shall live for him.* 
30 Posterity will serve him;
   future generations will be told about the Lord, 
31 and* proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,
   saying that he has done it. 
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