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The big box is next to the font.    We have three stools from the sacristy in place in front of the altar.   We 
have ribbons and boxes for the new members wrapped in the red cloth, which covered the supports for the 
box last week.    
THE ALTAR NEEDS TO BE TOTALLY CLEAR.

Welcome   

Prelude    Regine Kummer

Greeting

Like those who dream,
learning to read, to draw, to think,
mouths filled with laughter
enjoying growing up,
tongues with shouts of joy,
the squeals of children on a playground,
The Lord has done great things for them.
The Lord has done great things for us.
The tears of a girl, 
who learns how to bear a child before she learns what it means to be a woman,
are replaced with shouts of joy.
A girl learns to treasure herself as God’s treasure,
We are gathered, the treasures
held by arms strong enough to transform tears into joy,
made one in Christ Jesus, who has made us his own,
inspired by the Spirit, springing forth, making us new.
Treasured, we share our treasure
so that others might also know they are loved
in the worship of the Blessed Trinity
one God, now and forever.   Amen.

Hymn                        

Call to almsgiving Isaiah 43:16-21
A woman comes with the red cloth with the boxes and ribbons folded in it.   She comes from near the back 
and goes behind the altar and holds the cloth.  Like last week, we have some flute under this movement.  She 
stays there during the following.

Reader 1:  (from the lectern.)
Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out chariot 
and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 



Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  

Pastor  (also from the lectern)
“Do not consider the things of old,” says the prophet.  But how could one not remember if one is a young 
girl being told that she is going to be married?  Even if she cannot use proper grammar or write her name, 
a child bride remembers what happens to her, if she lives.  Listen to what some girls face in Coimbatore, 
India.

The Aakkam Revolving Fund for Girls’ Education, Shanti Ashram

Early marriage below 18 has been illegal by law, but still it exists rampantly across India in many States.   
The practice of girls marrying at a young age is most common in the states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and 
Andrapradesh.  Around 40% of the girls in these sections of population are married before they are 15 and 
marriages earlier than puberty are not unusual. Young girls are not allowed access to education and are 
often treated as a material being. Some of the major reasons attributed for early marriage include:

Poor families view girls as burden which leads to the practice of sex-selective abortion,
Rampant dowry system (giving bride a price),
Low resourced families view early marriages as protection against dangers of sexual assaults,
Gender discrimination for young girls tend to be submissive and practice a culture of silence.

Some actions to address this problem are by increasing consciousness on gender equality, and 
mainstreaming a child right’s perspective through lobby and advocacy. Above all, there is a need to raise 
the level of education and consciousness of young girls themselves and their families, particularly among 
the most vulnerable ones in the community.

Reader
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

The woman at the altar unwraps the cloth taking out the little boxes and the ribbons and placing them on the 
altar.  We need some music for this as well.   Then the reader continues.

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.  

The woman takes the cloth to the font and drapes it on the lip of the font.   She does this in a ‘river’ way.  We 
need some ‘water’ music.  This movement is not long.   The rain stick begins and the reader continues.

The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in 
the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they might 
declare my praise.

The woman sits sits 

Pastor:
The prophet promises a new thing, a way in the hard places where there is no way.  Now we hear what the 
Aakkam Revolving Fund for Girls’ Education, Shanti Ashram is doing to give disadvantaged, rural girls a 
chance.

Second presentation about the scholarship program and what it can do.  
 

The Aakkam Revolving Fund for Girl’s Education and Empowerment is part of Bala Shanti Scholarship 
programme managed by Shanti Ashram Youth Leadership Section. The program focuses on vulnerable 
girls and has the following objectives:
Create awareness on the importance of education for the girls among their parents, families and 
communities
Help adolescent girls with career guidance and educational loans
Reduce the incidence of child marriage which is currently around 49% of India’s adolescent girls
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The program aims to support 50 adolescent girls from selected five villages in Perur and Madukkarai 
blocks and whose families lack the resources for the girls’ education. The program will provide regular 
counseling, educational loans and continuing follow up guidance. Through this process, it is perceived 
that the girls will receive higher regard and better treatment within their families and in their communities 
as they increase their level of learning. This also increases the girls’ motivation and confidence to find 
opportunities to uplift themselves from the cycle of poverty. 
One of the early beneficiaries of the Aakkam program is Maheshwari. She is a young mother of two at the 
age of 21 who needs to work to help support her children. Through her availing of the Aakkam 
educational loan, she was able to study and learn driving. Eventually, she became a driving instructor and 
was able to train over 400 women. Maheshwari was honored with the Kasturba Gandhi Award 2 years ago 
as a model entrepreneur. When asked what has kept her going in all these year’s…she says: ‘my work is a 
mother’s prayer of hope for her children and woman like her to have the right to a better life of dignity 
and opportunity’. 

When the presentation is over, the woman goes to the altar and holds 9 francs before the people.  
She says:    Nine francs gives a scholarship for elementary school for one year.
She puts 9 francs in one of the boxes.

She holds thirteen francs up.
Thirteen francs gives a scholarship for secondary school for one year.
She puts this in another of the boxes.

Pastor
Children, I invite you to come gather around the font.  

Wait for them to come.  The next is said directly to the kids.
Can you take the cloth and hold it.   Gather on all sides. 

Do you realize what an advantage you have being able to go to school, to learn?  Who enjoys going to 
school, raise your hand?   Do you realize how many children don’t get to go to school?  Before you go to 
church school this morning we celebrate the gift of learning.  We celebrate what we as a community are 
doing so that girls in India get to learn.  

Hold on to the cloth.  We’re going to put the box in the cloth.     
The woman helps them get ready.  
As we sing the refrain, you are invited to carry the treasure box to the front of the altar.   This treasure box 
reminds us of young girls in India becoming treasured by us, through the chance to go to school.
During the Psalm which follows there is a simple and celebratory dance carrying the big box in the red 
cloth.  Mostly the cloth circles around.    The woman leads the kids with this.   They stop for the verses 
and move on the refrain.   The last refrain starts very slowly and then gets faster and faster. During the 
last refrain the cloth is taken near the stools ready to be put over the stools and the box put in place in 
front of the altar.

Psalm 126
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We stop the music to signal it is ending.   As the kids leave for church school, we kick in the refrain one more 
time to cover the movement 

Prayer of the day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Surprising God,
springing up from nowhere to do a new thing,
turning treasures out of the tread marks which we keep repeating:
dream in us
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so, even if we feel in exile, we dance
and sow the seeds, however hopeless seeming,
that harvest life, through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Epistle Reading Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to 
the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ

Antiphon    This one thing I do verse 1 choir

After the choir sings the verse Andrew plays the refrain with the guitar while the first vertical ribbon is put 
around the box. 

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that 
I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal.

Antiphon    This one thing I do verse 2 and refrain
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We have a little music before the refrain to see that a second vertical ribbon is being put around the box and 
now we have a lovely bow on top of the box.
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Gospel Reading Gospel Reading John 12:1-8

The Gospel according to John chapter 12.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised 
from the dead.  There they gave a dinner for him.  Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those 
at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ 
feet, and wiped them with her hair.  

We have some more instrumental music and the ‘waist’ ribbon is put around the box and secured  
with the Velcro.

The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples 
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(the one who was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred 
denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but 
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)  Jesus 
said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial.  You 
always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’

Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon   The Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson

Hymn      

Reception of new members

Pastor
At the font, we were named, and with water claimed as a treasure of God.  At the font some of us were 
given words from the Bible that have remained important to us.  At the font, God reaches towards us 
making covenant with us.  Here we have answered, Yes, to God’s grace in our lives.  

You have expressed a desire to become part of this community by affirming your baptism.  Today, we 
begin the process of claiming you, not only as God’s treasure, but ours as well.  
 
I present the following new members who desire to make affirm their baptism:

Let us pray.  Merciful God, we thank you for N, N, N, 
whom you have given to us, treasures you have claimed by water and word, nourished at your table, 
sustained by your Spirit and by those who have encouraged their growth in love.
Bind us together in your covenant so we are found in Christ, not having a righteousness of our own, but 
one that comes through faith in Christ Jesus, in whose name we pray.  
Amen 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 
the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

Together we proclaim our faith.

The Apostle’s Creed

Do you believe in God, the father and mother of all?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary.
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen

Response        This one thing I do

You have made public profession of your faith.
Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism?
I do
Do you intend to live among God’s faithful people?
I do
Do you intend to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper?
I do
Do you intend to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed? 
I do
Do you intend to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
I do and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers, getting to know them, discovering 
their gifts, inviting them into your activities and learning to love them?  Will you pray for them and their 
life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Response        This one thing I do refrain

Let us give thanks for these new sisters and brothers,  
affirming their baptism and becoming part of our congregation, 
as we carry out the life of this Christian community and its mission in the world.   This mission is already 
under motion.  So I will give a treasure box to each of the new members to bring back next week in 
support of of peasants in the Philippines and young girls in Tamil Nadu.   When I give them the box, I 
will say their name, and you respond, by saying welcome and then repeating their name.
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N
Welcome N..
N
Welcome N.
etc

Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, just to say the names, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam evokes images of violence, war, 
oppression, death.   With churches all over the world we pray for these countries, giving thanks for every 
moment of healing and reconciliation, every sign of recovery, every new way you make through the 
jungle of shifting powers.  Guide the new church springing up in Cambodia as a result of the return of 
refugees.  God in your mercy,
hear our prayer. 

Sung Response

We pray for those trapped by poverty, for the women promised a better life only to discover that they have 
been forced into prostitution, for those who perpetrate corruption and suffer because of it.  Make a new 
way, God, so the people of Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam might live with justice and hope.   God in your 
mercy.
hear our prayer.

Response

The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts      
 Maori song sung by Tara Tautari and her mother

Kei o waewae ahau e tūturi ana
Ka whakawahia ki te hinu kakara
Miro te kakara i roto i te whare
Ka tūohu, ka wetekia ōku makawe
Ka mōhio ahau, e kore koe e noho.

I came and knelt at your feet
With sweetened perfume
The anointing
As the house filled with fragrance
I let down my hair
And bowed my head
Did I not already know
That you could not stay? 

E te Ariki
Whakarongo mai ra kia matou 
E te Ariki
Titiro mai ra kia  matou
Tenei matou a tamariki
E whakapono ana matou ki a koe
Aue aue
Te Matua, te Tamaiti, Wairua Tapu e

O Lord
Listen to our call
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O Lord
Look kindly upon us
Here we are your children
We place our faith in youds
Father, Son, Holy Spirit

Offertory hymn   Now the silence LBW 205

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface
New, like the first burst of light,
a jewel, like the earth seen from space,
treasure, like a heart in tune with your image,
your creating continues, God.
Not engulfed by chaos, you send your Spirit over the waters.
Not daunted by wayward humanity, you give your law through Moses, 

precious words to shape a community.
Not lost in the deserts of greed and pride, you inspire prophetic poems promising food in the barren 

places and a way back home.
Not caught out when men and women turn from you, you send your Beloved to live a love eternal, a 

destiny shaped by giving itself away so others might live.
So with farmers in Malingap and young girls in India, with the new members we praise your name.

Sanctus  

Eucharistic Prayer    
Blessed is the one who comes in your name.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who heals the sick and touches the leper.
Hosanna in the highest.  
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Blessed is the one who is our treasure.
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who willingly gives up life, to gain life.

Words of Institution
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

Because this is the table of Christ Jesus, broken bread becomes a treasure, Christ’s body.  Wine poured 
out becomes precious, Christ’s blood, refracting light like a ruby to draw all people to his love.   Because 
this is the table of Christ Jesus, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died.   Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.

Come Holy Spirit, so that all who eat and drink at this table discover they are treasured, held and 
empowered by the presence of Christ Jesus.
Refresh us with new life springing up, so we leave behind what lies behind, and strive towards what lies 
before, running toward the mark of the high calling in Christ Jesus.
Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours,
now and forever.   

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  

Agnus Dei    

Communion
(Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast.  Communion is 

continuous.  Please come forward, beginning with the center section, and form one circle around the altar. 
Receive the bread in your hands.  Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, 

individual glasses. Please return to your seat after receiving communion.)

Songs during communion    

Jesus, priceless treasure LBW 457

This one thing I do

Sending forth

The action of the liturgy which matters most this week concerns the treasure box you have at home, or the 
one you take home.  We have more strips here if you need them to make your box.   This Lent as you 
pray, remember, and give thanks, our lives get lighter as the box gets heavier.  We bring the boxes back 
next week, a part of our lives offered so that others have a chance to live a fuller life.

Let us pray:
Nothing we offer you is wasted, God.
You turn our daily bread into the food, which heals.
You change ordinary wine into the gift of eternal life.
Send us out so treasured by your love,
so that we share your goodness
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and sow seeds of renewed justice and hope
through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Benediction        

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements
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