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We start with the big box in front of the altar so it can be seen well.

Welcome   

Prelude    Regine Kummer

Greeting
Not giving up,
waiting, still looking up,
not giving up on burnt out soil,
waiting, teaching others how to care for the land,
not giving up on a hungry family,
waiting, demonstrating new crops, new techniques,
not giving up on those who have lost their way,
waiting, even when the skies are rough,
not giving up on those angry, refusing to join the feast,
waiting, patiently waiting to see what we find,
God gathers us in arms, 
which do not give up on us.
So we give thanks for the Father who holds us,
for the Son who searches for us,
for the Spirit who impels us to return to the source of who we are.
We worship a mothering God who would gather us under her wings.

Hymn      verses 1-3                  

Call to almsgiving  
At the end of the verse 3 we stop the hymn, maybe the organists continues with the flute while a person 
brings three strips of paper goes to one side of the box where there is room to work, glues strip 1 and 2 
together (shows the people this step), finishes the box, then puts some money in the box.   Says, “For the 
sweet potatoes.”   Puts the box near the big box.

Pastor:   
Not giving up, God is making the Marikina watershed new, with the help of teachers, interested farmers, 
youth, you, me.   Not giving up, God keeps looking up to see stars in the eyes of a child discovering a 
new chick, to see the sunrise in our eyes.

Hymn verse 4

Another person comes and goes through the same process of making the box.   This has to be done on 
another side of the altar so that those who could not see the first making can see the second.  

While this is happening we have the first half of the introduction to the project in the Philippines.  



  

Introduction of the project   by Johnny Camaddo

Kalingap Marikina Watershed Association

The geographical landscape of Manila has similarities with Geneva. We have Lac Leman and the city of 
Geneva is surrounded by the mountains of Saleve and Jura. Metro Manila and its surrounding towns also 
have the biggest lake in the island called Laguna lake; and it is bounded by mountain ranges on its South 
and Eastern section towards the North. The difference is that on its West it is bounded by Manila bay and 
China Sea. Manila’s land area is also three or four times the size of Geneva, and Manila and its nearby 
towns including Marikina has a population of around 20 million – nearly three times the total population 
of Switzerland – making it a densely populated city.

In need of space, the people encroached and occupied even its watershed and nearby forest areas. We all 
know its ill effects if these go uncontrolled for a long time. This is the reason why Kalingap Marikina 
Watershed Association was established in April 2009 to restore, preserve and protect the Marikina 
Watershed. The word ‘Kalingap’ in its name is a deep Tagalog word that has two meanings: if it is used as 
a noun - it means “co-steward”; if it is used as verb – it means to “take care”. 

Five months after the start of its programs, in September 2009, Manila was directly hit by the rain-filled 
typhoon, Ondoy, internationally known as typhoon Ketsana. Heavy rain poured non-stop from dawn to 
mid-day bringing much more water than the city and its water tributaries could absorb. What made it 
devastating was the sudden rush of flood waters from the mountains. More than 200 people perished 
because houses became completely submerged and people werecarried away by strong rushing current of 
flood water.

The proponents of Kalingap then reflected – if they had established the program 25 years earlier, probably 
the situation would not end up this tragic. They know there is no turning back and the lessons learned are 
clear!

When this is finished, Johnny puts the first picture on the big box.  The person who made the little box puts 
some money in the box and says:  “For the beans.”

Reader 1 Joshua 5:9-12
The LORD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt." And so that place 
is called Gilgal to this day.  While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the 
evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho.  On the day after the passover, on that 
very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain.  The manna ceased on the 
day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land 
of Canaan that year.

Response to the word
Pastor    

They no longer needed the manna.   They no longer needed God’s hand out, but could produce the food 
themselves.  Listen to how we can be a part of enabling people a half a world away to produce food for 
themselves.  One of the mottos of the Kalingap farm project is FAITH, Food Always In The Home.

Second part of the introduction to the project   Johnny Camaddo
  
While this is happening two more people are making boxes from the strips, although with less need to show 
the congregation every step.   

Kalingap’s goal is to reforest 5,000 hectares of more than 20,000 hectares of the watershed. The 
association knows that they themselves cannot do the job. It is therefore important to enlist and involve 
the farming communities in the area and the participation of all people they could encourage to get 
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involved. As such, an agro-forestry cum demonstration farm was established. This serves as a place where 
instructions and teaching on agro-ecological farming are shared as an alternative to destructive farming 
methods. They also teach pesticide free farming to grow food and the integration of animal husbandry as 
another source of income for the community.

The farm also serves as a place for environment awareness programs for churches, schools and other 
organizations in Metro Manila culminating with tree planting sessions at the watershed area.

Though their request, Kalingap is inviting our church to participate in increasing their program’s outreach 
capacity by:

Supporting at least two training sessions on agro-ecological farming approach
Expansion of the nursery to propagate indigenous hard wood seeding varieties 

and increase production of nitrogen fixing trees to help return back soil nutrients in the area
Enlarge their composting capacity to cope up with increasing demand for tree planting sessions 

among schools, churches, government and civic organizations
Set-up animal husbandry in the farm to show its integration in upland farming.  

Kalingap believes that a movement of farmers and people within the communities accepting these 
principles and practices has already been started. The challenge for them is to keep on building the 
awareness of more people and convince them to join and participate.  

When the introduction is over, one puts some money in the box and says:   “For the seedlings.”

The other person puts money in the box and says:  “For the children.”  We now have four little boxes around 
the big box.   

The person making the introduction puts another picture on the big box.

Almsgiving/Hymn of Praise
Pastor:

Before we sing, the children will need your help.  On the way to Church School we are going to invite 
them to come and put some money in the boxes for the Kalingap Farm.   But their parents have not been 
warned.  Can we take communal responsibility that the children come prepared?  So, children, find 
someone near you who might give you some money to put in the treasure boxes.   Now as we sing you 
are invited to bring the alms and put them in the treasure boxes, and then continue on your way to church 
school or Sunday play. 

During the song we have to take the big box and put it in front of the altar. The four people who made the 
boxes hold them so the children can put the money in.   After the children leave the boxes are put on the 
altar.

Prayer of the day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Waiting God,
hoping for the turning,
hoping for the turning back to you,
hoping for the gracious surprise:

the familiar sound of the steps on the stairs,
the timbre of a voice, which had become an echo in the memory,
the warmth of a real beating heart, not just a message on a phone,

bring about all the reconciliations needed so your waiting is over,
so our waiting is over,
and your creation is made new in your welcoming arms,
though the one in whom we become your righteousness, Jesus Christ.   Amen.
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Call to Confession based on Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

1:    Pharisees and scribes, grumbling:
2: ‘This fellow, [Jesus], welcomes sinners and eats with them.’
1:  A parable:   Three actually but today we get the most familiar one.

Two sons
the younger

3: “Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.”
takes one of the boxes from the altar and goes off with it.

1: the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and there he squandered his 
property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 
country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that 
the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 

ResponseAh, what shame I have to bear Choir
Japanese  Sogo Matsumoto.  English, Esther Hibbard.  Music IMAYO, Japanese melody 12th century

During the last verse 3 comes back without the box.

1: He came to himself.

Pastor
What does it take to come to ourselves?  What allows us that moment when we change direction?  Do 

we need to be eating with the pigs?  Does death need to knock?  Can some word strike us new?  Can 
some gesture display the treasure gone missing?   Can some long-remembered promise gleam like a sun 
ray?   

Silence

3:  “How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’

1:  He goes back 
far off he is seen,
the running, the arms embracing, the kissing.

3: “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”

1: The father:  

4:  “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on 
his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and 
is alive again; he was lost and is found!” 

1:  celebration

Elder son.
hardworker
asking what all the noise is about,
told about the returning brother
anger, refusal

2: with a violent sweep knocks the other three boxes off the altar and unto the floor.
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“Listen! 
working like a slave 
never disobeyed
4:  this son of mine was dead, and is alive again 
2:  yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.  
4: was lost and has been found
2: But when this son of yours came back, 
4: was dead

2:  who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 
4:   was lost
2:   you killed the fatted calf 
(leave a pause)
(said with spite)   for him!”

Pastor:
What does it take to come to ourselves?  What does it take so jealousy, resentment, anger, fear don’t 

control us?  What does it take so we don’t build a barrier between our righteous, good selves, and the 
parts that don’t measure up, that are off squandering the inheritance?   What does it take to re-think the 
farm, the family, the community, the feast?

Silence

1:   The Father went out to him and began to plead with him.

4: “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.”’

Pastor
What does it take to come to ourselves?   What does it take to become a welcoming father, an open-armed 
mother?   What does it take to find ourselves gracious, merciful, kind, open?

Silence

Prayer of Confession
Prodigal God,
we confess that we have not loved as you love,
we have not searched for those in trouble the way you search,
we have not been patient with those who have lost their way, the way you are patient.
Make of us a new creation, God,
turning us towards a life of mercy,
as you have been merciful to us.
Reconcile within us righteousness and grace 
so we no longer regard anyone from a human point of view
but look through the eyes of your Beloved, Christ Jesus
who opens our arms in welcome.   Amen.

Kyrie eleison

Words of Forgiveness 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

While this is read the other readers pick up the boxes that have been thrown down and put them on top of the 
box.   Then around the altar them make some more boxes and put them also on the box.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ 
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from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way.  So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ 
God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the 
message of reconciliation to us.  So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Pastor
Not counting our trespasses against us, but reconciling the world,  for our sake, God made the one who 
knew no sin to be sin, so that in Christ, we might become the righteousness of God.  According to St. 
Paul, you and I are made righteous, new.

We get a little disoriented if every week we have to become totally new.  But this morning, some of us 
need this promise to be true, that the old passes away in the light of a new day.   Waiting arms embrace us 
with a feast.   In Christ Jesus our sins are forgiven.  Let us rejoice and give thanks for God’s mercy. 
Amen.

from Psalm 32 
Antiphon  Glad cries

Reader 2
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered.
Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

Antiphon  Glad cries

Reader 3
While I kept silence, 
my body wasted away through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and I did not hide my iniquity; 
I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," 
and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

Antiphon  Glad cries

Reader 4
Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you.
Many are the torments of the wicked, 
but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD.
Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, 
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and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

Antiphon  Glad cries

Sermon   The Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson

Hymn        O God of mercy, God of light

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and he will come again to judge 
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen

Prayers of Intercession
God of Buddhists and Muslims, God of Christians and animists,
God watching over Thailand and Myanmar,
along with the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and people all over the world
we offer our prayers for these countries

Response 

We pray especially for the minorities in Thailand and Myanmar, those who struggle to find a place.
We remember all who live in dire poverty and difficult working conditions.
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Bring your justice, God, so there can be peace.

Response  

The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts   

Offertory hymn   Now the silence LBW 205

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface
You looked up imagining a whole universe which you brought into being.  
You shaped the dust into your image, and you looked into our eyes and saw the sunrise.   On the breath of 
your spirit you sang us love songs.   
Not giving up, you gathered Noah and his family in an ark so the world could be re-started after the flood.
Not giving up, you called Moses from a burning bush to lead your people out of slavery.
Not giving up, you chose prophets to speak your word of judgment and hope.
Not giving up, you sent your Beloved, to dwell in the midst of your people, showing with word and touch 
your mercy and grace.
So with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven we praise your name.

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer    
Blessed is the one who comes in your name.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who heals the sick and touches the leper.
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who spreads the joy of finding those who are lost.
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who willingly gives up life, to gain life.

Words of Institution
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

Because this is the table of Christ Jesus, no one is turned away empty With this bread, Christ does not 
give up until the broken body becomes whole.  With this wine, Christ does not give up until the feast 
becomes love poured out to all people so they might have life.  We remember all Christ taught, Christ’s 
dying, rising and coming again.

Come Holy Spirit, make us one as we gather for this meal, 
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whether we are the lost or the found, 
the proper or the unclean, 
the well-off or the struggling.
Surround us with welcoming arms, so all feel at home in your love. 
Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours,
now and forever.   

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  (in our many languages)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen.

Agnus Dei    

Communion
(Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast.  Communion is 

continuous.  Please come forward, beginning with the center section, and form one circle around the altar. 
Receive the bread in your hands.  Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, 

individual glasses. Please return to your seat after receiving communion.)

Songs during communion 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling

Amazing Grace LBW 448

When we’ve been there ten thousand years bright shining as the sun
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun.

Sending forth

The action of the liturgy which matters most this week concerns the treasure box you have at home, or the 
one you take home.  We have more strips here if you need them to make your box.

Whatever the shape or size of your treasure, you are invited to live out God’s mercy this week.  
If you have few coins, you might fill the box with prayers for the people of the Kalingap farm, the girls of 
Tamil Nadu, those you know who have lost their way for whatever reason.   
If you are able, you might live more simply, so that others might simply live, to quote an old phrase from 
the World Council of Churches.  What you save might go in the box.
You might ask yourself throughout the week in what way you are called to be the arms of God, 
welcoming others home, in a city where many do not feel at home.

Let us pray:
You have seen our coming from afar, God,
and delighted in anticipation of the embrace.
You have offered us a feast.
This week, give us generous hands
to share your love with others,
so food, mercy, dignity and grace abound
in Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Benediction        
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Introduction of Visitors and Announcements
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