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Welcome   

Prelude    Regine Kummer

Greeting
Better than life, 
yes, God’s steadfast love is better than life.
Seek.   
Better than life.
Seek the Lord.
In the watch of the night, we think of God, our help.
Seek the Lord while God may be found.
In the shadow of God’s wings we sing for joy.
Seek the Lord while God may be found.  Call upon God.
We thirst for God, as in a dry and weary land.
Come, listen, call, eat, watch out, care, seek.
God is near.
We worship the Holy Trinity, 
one God, now and forever.   Amen.

Hymn        You thirsty ones



Call to Confession Isaiah 55:1-9

The first box maker brings in the first strip of the box, holds it for a moment in front of the people then 
unfolds it on the altar (We have to have the altar free of other things except maybe the book stand and the 
microphone.)   

Reader :
Seek the LORD.

Then the reader needs to look at the congregation to make sure they have understood.

Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way, 
and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.  For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.

Pastor
We probably don’t think of ourselves as wicked, nor unrighteous.  And we certainly don’t want God 
having mercy on those kind of folks.   But God’s ways are different from ours.   How do we learn mercy? 
This morning we seek the Lord, whose thoughts are not our thoughts.

Silence

 The second box makers brings the second strip and unfolds it to make the cross on the altar, although only 
those in the balcony will see that it is a cross..

Seek the LORD.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
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Pastor:
Was the old Rolling Stones song, I can’t get no satisfaction, a contemporary take on Isaiah?  But the 
prophet is more serious.  How much of what we do has no meaning?   How much do we expend ourselves 
for the momentary?  This morning we seek the Lord, whose thoughts are not our thoughts.

      
Silence

Prayer of confession

Pastor
Self-giving God,
we confess how much we seek after, 
other than you.
We are constantly pushed to buy that which does not nourish,
and work for that which has no purpose.
We learn the harsh rules of buy and sell, give and take, 
cheat and don’t get caught,
rather than your promise of mercy.
You would be found, but we do not listen carefully.
You are near, but we do not forsake our ways.
Forgive us and turn us 
so that we may live in Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Kyrie eleison

Words of Forgiveness 

Reader
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without price.  

Pastor
Seek the Lord.

One of the box makers gets the third strip.

This Lent we have been asked to name what we most treasure and start to make a treasure box.  The 
prophet Isaiah promises treasures we did not expect.  There is a feast offered we don’t have to pay for.  

The box makers gather strip one into the shape it will need to become the box and holds it there.  

Reader:
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.  Incline your ear, and 
come to me; listen, so that you may live. 

Pastor
We remember the Biblical words, which sustain us on our journey, the words in our hearts.  We listen to 
them carefully.  Seek the Lord.

The box makers gather up strip number two and shape it into the box.   Now we have the box formed (but not 
yet stable on the altar.)   

Reader :

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a 
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witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.  See, you shall call nations that you do 
not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy 
One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 

Pastor
The last part of the treasure box reminds us of God’s covenant with us, and our covenant with God.  It is 
this covenant, which binds what we have been given together.  

We do not always find it easy to accept God’s grace.   Forgiveness is often not as simple as a bowed head 
or words of repentance.  The sound of mercy is not always sweet, but squeaks against our sense of what is 
fair.   Seek the Lord.

The box makers complete the box. The box is now put in front of the altar.

Pastor
However difficult it is for us to understand, what holds us together is God’s covenant, God’s love, which 
does not leave us empty, but fills us up with treasure.   When we seek the Lord, God is found.  When we 
call upon the Lord, God is near.   In Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven and we are made new.   Amen.

Psalm 63:1-8
While we sing Psalm 63 the children are invited to go to Church School and Sunday Play.

Prayer of the day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Gracious God,
whose mercy is stronger than our sense of right,
whose law of love is freer than our individual flights of fancy,
whose way of self-giving is more joyous than our search for happiness,
turn us to seek your face,
your presence,
your will,
so when we fall,
we fall into your arms,
finding there a love which is better than life itself
through your Beloved, Jesus Christ.   Amen..  

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all 
passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same 
spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed 
them, and the rock was Christ.  Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were 
struck down in the wilderness. 

Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did.  Do not 
become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and they 
rose up to play.’  We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three 
thousand fell in a single day.  We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed 
by serpents.  And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.  These 
things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the 
ends of the ages have come.  So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall.  No testing 
has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested 
beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to 
endure it.
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Lenten Acclamation  

Gospel Reading Luke 13:1-9

The Gospel according to Luke chapter 13.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this 
way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?  No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 
perish as they did.  Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you 
think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem?  No, I tell you; but unless you 
repent, you will all perish just as they did.’ 

Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on 
it and found none.  So he said to the gardener, “See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on 
this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?”  He replied, “Sir, let it 
alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it.  If it bears fruit next year, well and 
good; but if not, you can cut it down.”’

Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Lenten Acclamation

Sermon   The Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson

Response to the Word

Hymn                        

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and he will come again to judge 
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen

Prayers of Intercession

The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you.

Gathering of Gifts  
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Offertory hymn    Praise God from whom all blessings flow

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface
With a word you sought light and made it shine.
With loving hands you shaped dust seeking your image and breathing into humanity your spirit.
With a burning bush, you sought out Moses to lead your people to freedom.
With a vision of the cherubim and seraphim you called Isaiah to be your prophet.
With a memory of the Exodus, you called another Isaiah to offer compelling comfort to those in exile.
With your Beloved, you sought those often kept outside.
So with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we join the unending hymn of praise.

Sanctus  

Eucharistic Prayer    
By fasting, Jesus could promise that we would never be hungry.
By praying, Jesus brought us closer to you.
By offering himself, Jesus became the first born of the dead, the first fruit of the resurrection.

Words of Institution
It is written:  On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

At this table, the wine is offered without price, becoming for us the free gift of Christ’s blood.   The bread 
is offered without money, becoming for us the free gift of Christ’s body.  At this table we eat that which 
satisfies, because this food is for life.  We remember the one who gave his life for us.
Christ has died.   Christ is risen.   Christ will come again. 

Come Holy Spirit, so we know you as near to us as a piece of bread, as full of energy as wine tingling on 
our tongue.  Make us one in seeking you, one is giving ourselves for others, one is treasuring your 
Beloved, Christ Jesus.
Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours,
now and forever.   
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer  (in our many languages)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen.

Agnus Dei    

Communion
(Because this is the table of Jesus Christ, all people are welcome and invited to his feast.  Communion is 

continuous.  Please come forward, beginning with the center section, and form one circle around the altar. 
Receive the bread in your hands.  Take the chalice from the server or help yourself to one of the small, 

individual glasses. Please return to your seat after receiving communion.)

Songs during communion 

Sending forth

Benediction        

Introduction of Visitors and Announcements
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