
Well that was a shocker and surprise!

Now that I'm recovering from the shock, surprise and delight of your 
ELCG video greeting yesterday -- Thank you all!!!  And through you, 
may I make this a more general thank you to the entire congregation for 
the wonderful video and the basket full of cards that arrived from the 
ELCG in recent days that were given to me yesterday.

It was an amazing day yesterday --  Worship plans were kept secret 
from me until early Sunday morning.  The liturgy included a 
commissioned choral anthem by Anne Krentz Organ (with whom I 
worked in Park Ridge) and a hymn commission by Andrew Donaldson.  
Andrew and Wendy were there to lead his hymn -- our son in law, Lance 
Wiliford sang the first stanza to introduce the melody, ST HELENA, 
which ELCG folk know well as "There's a wideness in God's mercy.".  

Anne Krentz Organ flew in from Chicago to play piano on her anthem 
(our daughter Katie sang the soprano solo parts) and an arrangement of 
"Oi Jumalan" that she wrote for my farewell from St Luke's in Park Ridge 
in 2011, when we moved back to Geneva.  The liturgy concluded with a 
rite of farewell at the conclusion of an interim ministry at which a retired 
school principal graded my progress.  I passed....whew!...and got an A+

200 folk attended a luncheon after worship at the community centre a 
couple blocks away from the church.  Bob Shantz, a retired Univ of 
Toronto campus pastor colleague of mine in the 1970s and 1980s 
shared campus ministry stories.  Kristine Greenaway (former World 
Council of Churches Director of Communications) was there to tell 
Geneva stories.  Anne Krentz Organ told a few Park Ridge stories -- 
including the time when I was enjoying a kidney stone attack and she 
looked up several hymns with "stone" or "rock" in the text which she 
wrote out for me on a compassionate get well note  on to which each 
one she'd taped a painfully large piece of gravel!  (e.g.  "Who will roll the 
stone away?" and "Jesus is the rock of my salvation"....  it only hurt 
when I laughed.)

Then there were the video greetings from university and seminary 
classmates; my first bishop, Don Sjoberg; Paul and Rene Wee, a rare 
ensemble of all four Deffenbaughs together at the same time, Martin 
Junge, Bishop Susan Johnson; Canadian folksinger, Bruce Cockburn; 
Sarah and Shane and our two grandsons from Nairobi and a few others 
-- including your dazzling performance after worship on the Bourg-de-
Four with R E T I R E   W E L L  that made my eyes leak!



Terry, thank you for the acrostic, alliterative prayer that closed the 
luncheon -- a prayer that only you could write!

It was like that old TV show -- "This is your life".

They gave me a gift of both of the congregation's music compositions 
signed by Anne and Andrew and framed together.  They also took a 
collection of money and contributed $1,600 to the LWF Endowment 
Fund.  

Anne and Jim Organ stayed overnight with us and headed off mid-
morning for lunch with former ELCA music director, Scott Weidler (who 
recently moved to Ontario) and to explore Toronto before flying back to 
Chicago tonight.  

An amazing day.   Thank you all so much for being a part of it and for 
being such a key part of our lives these past many years!!!   

Much love to you all and the ELCG,

Steve and Becki too

PS  More thank you notes will follow to the many folk who sent cards.


